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Pagunsan posts 2nd 
victory in 3 weeks 
at PGAP Challenge 
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Case filed vs Manila police 
homicide chief for theft of 
cash, jewelry in Dalaig murder 
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Gov. Ed goes to DOJ in fight 


vs mayors to control 
millions in quarry taxes 
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Lacson: Romero not suspect but victim 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


A DAY AFTER CLAIMING THAT 
businessman Reghis Romero II could 
have been used as a conduit for the 
cash gifts handed out to governors in 
Malacafiang last month, Sen. Panfilo 
Lacson said the housing and port 
magnate was a "victim" and not a 
"suspect" in the Senate probe. 


Lacson's virtual aboutface came 
after the Department of Budget and 
Management (DBM) and the Housing 
and Land Use Regulatory Board de- 
nied his claim that the HLURB had 
deposited P500 million into Romero's 
account in Bank of Commerce (BOC) 
that was used for the cash gifts. 
Lacson said that in Wednesday's 
Joint Senate inquiry into the cash gifts 


distributed on Oct. 11 he was just 
"trying to connect the P500 million. 
released by the DBM as part of the 
(РЗ billion) collectible of Romero and 
(the fact) that he isa client of BOC.” 
“That's why I'm trying to tie this all 
up, the possibility that the cash dis- 
tributed in Malacafiang came from 
that. I'm treating Mr. Romero notas a 
suspect here but as a possible victim 


of extortion,” Lacson said. 

Romero is the chair and founder of 
R-II Builders Inc., the construction 
company that undertook to build for 
the NHA low-cost housing for resi- 
dents of the Smokey Mountain dump 
in Manila, 

The senator had earlier called the 
purported HLURB disbursement to 
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GMA pardons 
soldier jailed for 
Ninoy murder 


By Julie M. Aurelio 
and Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


PABLO MARTINEZ HAD FORGOTTEN 
how even ordinary dishes tasted like, un- 
til he stepped out yesterday of the New 
Bilibid Prisons a free man, pardoned by 
President Macapagal-Arroyo after he 
was imprisoned 24 years ago for the 
murder of opposition leader Benigno 
“Ninoy” Aquino. 

‘Together with his wife Fede and six 
children, the former master sergeant was 
taken to а sumptuous lunch tendered by 

lawyers at the Bayview Park Hotel in 
Manila. 

The menu included pakbet, caldereta, 
chicken curry, morcon—dishes Martinez 
had not tasted since his incarceration, 

“They are all delicious, 1 don’t 
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1M Bicol folk told to flee 


13th storm 
expected 
to hit land 
tomorrow 


By Ephraim Aguilar 

and Jaymee Gamil, 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 
and T] Burgonio in Manila 


THE 13TH STORM TO 
menace the Philippines 
this year bore down on 
the Bicol region yester- 
day, prompting provin- 
cial authorities to order 


ET 


‘THE ISSUE IS CORRUPTION: The World Bank's probe of the bid rigging and overpricing is done but it's not yet 
ready to disclose the contents of its report, say the bank’s country director Maryse Gautier (center) and Peter 
Stephens (right), communications director for East Asia-Pacific, during a joint press conference of the lending 
institution and the Philippine government represented by Finance Secretary Margarito Teves (left) on Thursday. 


WB probe on corruption done 


By Doris C. Dumlao 
and Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE WORLD BANK YESTERDAY 
affirmed its commitment to fund 
Phase 2 of the Philippines’ Na- 
tional Road Improvement and 
Management Program (NRIMP), 
but said it would not do so until 
safeguards had been put in place 
to prevent the recurrence of ear- 
lier uncovered irregularities 


PNP final report: G2 blast not bomb attack 


By Alcuin Papa. 
and Elizabeth Sanchez-Lacson 


ITS OFFICIAL: THE MULTI- 
Agency Investigation Task Force 
looking into the deadly blast at 
the Glorietta 2 mall in Makati 
City on Oct. 19 has concluded 
that it was a gas explosion, and 
nota bomb attack. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
‘ence yesterday in Camp Crame, 
Chief Supt. Luizo Tieman said 


[Writing dirty 


wins int'l award 
for PDI reporter 


By Eliza Victoria. 
Inquirer Research 


dent 


JT PAYS TO WRITE DIRTY. 
Philippine Daily Inquirer reporter 
Margaux C. Ortiz and two other jour- 


ae‏ سهمه سد دهده 
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Peter Stephens; World Bank 
spokesperson for East Asia and 
the Pacific, basically reiterated 
his statement to Reuters the 
other day in which he said the 
multilateral agency would take 
all the time necessary to com- 
plete its inquiry into the alleged. 
bid rigging of earlier road pro- 
jects. 

The World Bank's internal in- 
vestigation unit, the Depart- 


that “after the examination of 
all the pieces of evidence col- 
lected from the blast site and 
the thorough conduct of a post- 
blast investigation,” the task 
force had found “that the inci- 


buta gas explosion.” 

Tieman, who heads the task 
force, said the investigation was 
“scientific” and had “made use 
of forensics, and even mathe- 
matics,” 


was not a bomb explosion 


others, 
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nalists from Indonesia won the “Best 2 7^ 

Sanitation Reporting Award” in the $°% ЖА 

2007 media competition of the first ev- " ~ 3 

er East Asia Ministerial Conference on 
wairing/aio and Andre S. Khan open the exhibit on the world's best advertising work. 
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WINNERS CIRCLE: Sandy P. Romualdez, Terry Savage, Yoly V. Ong, Merlee Jayme 


ment of Institutional Integrity 
(INT), has completed its report 
on the supposed irregularities 
in NRIMP-1 projects, but the 
bank is not ready to disclose 
highlights of the report. 

But the report will be used by 
the Philippine Ombudsman for 
its own investigation. 

Stephens, however, said the 
World Bank board's approval of 


The task force is composed 
of the Philippine National Po- 
lice, Philippine Bomb Data 
Center, Bureau of Fire Protec- 
tion, Department of Justice, 
National Bureau of Investiga- 
tion and the Makati police's Ex- 
plosives and Ordnance Divi- 
sion (EOD). 

‘The explosion killed 11 peo- 
ple and injured more than 100 


mass 


combined 


evacuations 
various areas with a 


in 


population 


of close to a million. 


Albay Gov, Joey Salceda said 
more than 600,000 people were 


targeted for evacuation in his 


pace. 


total 
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sition that 


diesel fumes. 


Asked to comment, Ayala 


Du 


Land Inc. (ALI), owner of the 

Glorietta shopping complex, 

said it was standing by its po- 
the 

could not have been trig- 

gered by methane gas or 


"We are saddened by these 
developments and we do not 
understand how they are able 

these findings con- 
clusively since our own experts 


province, while Bicol civil defense 
chief Raffy Alejandro said another 
200,000 needed to be moved out 
of harm's way in Camarines Sur. 
But the evacuation was pro- 
ceeding at an apparently slow 


As of 5 p.m. yesterday, only a 
of 9,437  families—or 
45,923 people—had been evac- 
uated in Albay, records from the 


WELL DON! 
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explosion. 


deadlines for either. 
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After three days of debate 
over Burma among Asean lead- 


IS Ambassador Kristie Kenney hosts a Thanksgiving feast in 
‘Zamboanga City on Thursday complete with generous servings of turkey 
for military, city government officials and US troops. (Story on Page A2.) 


Asean-EU trade talks 
stumble over Burma 


SINGAPORE—THE ASSOCIA- 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations 
(Asean) and the European 
Union (EU) yesterday called for 
enhanced economic coopera- 
tion and the release of political 
detainees in military-ruled Bur- 
ma (Myanmar, but set no 


ers, who were in Singapore for 
annual political and trade sum- 
mits, Asean turned to negotia- 
tions with the European Union 
to conclude a five-year action 
plan and continue talks on a 
free trade agreement. 

But the actions of Burma—ac- 
cepted into Asean in 1997—still 
occupied much of the agenda. A 
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Inquirer exhibits Cannes 
Lions’ best creative minds 


By Marlet D. Salazar 
and Ansbert Joaquin 


Convention Center here. 
INQuinim president and CEO Sandy 
Prieto-Romualdez formally opened the 


класама 


SUBIC BAY FREEPORT ZONE—IN exhibit and screening together with 
recognition of the creative minds in ‘Cannes Lions executive chair Terry 
the marketing and advertising ә Savage. They were joined by 
industry, the INQUIRER yester- 
day opened the Cannes Li- 
ons 2007 Winners Edition i ? jg Advertising Board of the 
Exhibit and Screening at the 1, з. © Philippines, and Merlee 
20th Philippine Advertising WX. SiGe Jame, president of the Cre- 
Congress (PAC) ongoing at % ht ative Guild. 

the Subic Bay Exhibition and Qus ERAT 
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WEATHER FORECAST 


FORECAST Bicol and Southern Quezon wil experience stormy 
weather The rest of Luzon and Visayas wil experience cloudy skies 
vith scared rainshowers. Mindanao wil be тойу cloudy wit 


scaleredranshowers and thunderstorms. 
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By Julie S. Alipala 
Inquirer Mindanao 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—“WE ARE NOT BUILDING 
any bases in the Philippines, we don’t have any 
plans to have bases, and we don’t need any 
bases,” US Ambassador Kristie Kenney told re- 
porters at the Western Mindanao Command here 
yesterday where she hosted a Thanksgiving din- 
ner for American and Filipino military officers. 


Asked if she had read a newspa- 
per article on a Thai think tank re- 
port that said the United States 
was quietly putting up military 
bases in the Philippines, Kenney 
said: "I haven't seen the paper and 
I didnt read the article.” 

“Filipinos are doing a great job 
and we are delighted to be here as 
guests and of assistance but, cate- 
gorically absolutely and complete- 
ly we are not building bases here,” 
she repeated. 

Bangkok-based think tank Fo- 


cus on the Global South released a 
report on Wednesday accusing 
Washington of maintaining secret 
bases in the Philippines to serve as 
“ily pads" for US military forces to 
keep China in check. 

The US considers China the 
biggest emerging economic, politi 
cal and military threat to its 
supremacy in the Asia-Pacific, the 
report said. 

Titled "At the Door of all the 
East The Philippines in United 
States Military Strategy" the re- 
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Second 


port said the US Overseas Basing 
Commission, a body created by 
the US Congress to review the re- 
alignment of the US military pres- 
ence around the world, listed the 
Philippines among the countries 
where the US has been developing 
‘cooperative security locations” or 
CSIs, a new category of offshore 
US military bases. 

These "lily pads" are intend- 
ed to allow US troops to hop 
from their larger bases to their 
target destinations rapidly. 

Focus on Global South said 
CSl were categorized as US mili- 
tary installations that were nomi- 
nally owned by their host govern- 
‘ments but were to be provided for 
US use when needed. 

Kenney said the US troops in 
the country were here at the in- 
vitation of the Philippine gov- 
ernment. 

With the signing of the Visit- 
ing Forces Agreement with the 
US in 1999, American troops 
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have been coming to the Philip- 
pines yearly to hold joint coun- 
terterrorism exercises with 
their local counterparts. 

Jn Sulu and Basilan, US troops 
have been assisting Filipino sol- 
diers against the al-Qaida-linked 
Abu Sayyaf and Jemaah Islamiyah 
terrorist groups. 

Kenney said the Philippine 
military and police “are doing a 
great job.” 


Call for Senate probe 

“Irsa tough fight. Though you 
have enemies who аге clever, 
who are willing to go to extreme 
lengths to disrupt peace and se- 
curity, the AFP and PNP are 
putting their lives on the line ev- 
ery single day” she said. 

Kenney later held а close-door 
meeting with Western Mindanao 
Command chief Maj. Gen. Nelson 
Allaga and Filipino military com- 
manders from Basilan and Sulu. 

A militant fishermen's group 
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No US bases in RP, says envoy 


Kenney: We're not building bases; we don't need any 


yesterday called on the Senate to 
investigate the alleged existence of 
US military bases in the county. 

The Pambansang Lakas ng Kilu- 
sang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas 
(Pamalakaya) said that aside from 
keeping tabs on China, the Ameri- 
can bases—supposedly located at 
Clark and Subic in Central Luzon 
and Mactan Intemational Airport 
in the Visayas and General Santos 
City Airport in Mindanao—might 
be used to detain suspected terror- 
ists. 

“We have repeatedly heard 
about the existence of secret 
American bases, especially in 
Mindanao, since the US-led and 
Philippine-backed global war 
on terror began. 

“Anything, including human 
rights violations, can happen in 
those bases because they are se- 
cret,” said Pamalakaya chair 
Fernando Hicap in an interview. 

With reports from Jerome An- 
ing and Cynthia D. Balana 
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Rondalla maestro makes 
24s strong pitch for banduria 


By Jerome Aning 


A RESPECTED RONDALLA MAESTRO. 
is pushing for the adoption of the ban- 
duria as the country's national musical 
instrument to stimulate interest in is 
study and cultivation. 

“The banduria is a valued legacy of 
ош forefathers. It is a mark of Filipino 
ingenuity and an emblem of the musi- 
cal culture of the nation,” said Celso 
Espejo, 71, who has been playing the 
14-string instrument since he was 12. 

Espejo, a public school teacher 
from Las Pifias, set up the Celso Es- 
pejo Rondalla four years ago, com- 
posed of two generations of ban- 
duria virtuosi. 

“The Philippine banduria is unique 
because one can actually arrange a 
musical score for it, whether for solo or 
orchestra. Abroad, the counterparts of 
the banduria are mostly used for mere 
accompaniment or background for 
songs,” Espejo explained. 

Espejo will head the board of judges 
for the rondalla category of the annual 
National Music Competition for Young 
Artists (Namcya). Some 15 high school 
rondalla groups from various regions 
will compete with one another at the 
competitions which start today at the 
the Cultural Center of the Philippines. 

‘The contest is open to the public, 
free of charge, for the first time, with 
the lead organizers CCP and the Na- 
tional Commission for Culture and the 
Arts hoping it can stimulate interest in 
the rondalla and the banduria. 


Similar to Western mandolin 

According to Espejo, the ban- 
duria, a pear-shaped string instru- 
ment similar to the Western man- 
dolin, is a popular and recognizable 
native instrument found in most re- 
gions of the country. 

The instrument forms part of the 
rondalla, an ensemble of native 
plucked instruments. Fashioned from 
Common Philippine wood such as 
langka, narra, kamagong and ma- 
hogany the instruments are played 
with a plectrum of ture shell 

According to Espejo, the ideal ron- 
dalla group consists of about 35 to 40 
members, playing a specified number 
of bandurias, octavinas and lauds (the 
latter two instruments resembling the 
banduria but sounding one octave 
lower), guitars basses and drum. 

In urban areas, rondalla groups аге 
best known for providing music for 
folk dances, fiestas, weddings and oth- 
er civic and social functions. 

“The sad thing is that because 
there are many players, the quality 


THE BANDURIA in the hands of a member of the Celso Espejo Rondalla. 


of the music has somehow suffered 
due to the lack of good coaches and 
teachers,” Espejo lamented. 

Spain brought the rondalla to the 
Philippines in the 1800s, evolving into 
the Filipino rondalla with its distinct in- 
struments and unique design, the most 
prominent of which is the banduria, in 
the early 20th century. 

Espejo said the rondalla had its 
hey day in the 1960s, when rondal- 
1а competitions were featured in ra- 
dio and television variety shows 
such as the "Hamon ng Kampeon." 

“The rondalla eamed tremendous 
public patronage then. Government offi- 
cials and schools vied with one another 
to have have the best rondalla group. 
Bigtime businessmen even sponsored 
their own contests,” he recalled. 


Part of the national heritage 
‘The period also saw the production 
of original rondalla pieces that are now 
considered part of the national her- 
itage. One arrangement, the 10- 
minutelong Philippine Symphonic 
Medley for Rondalla by Jerry Dadap, 
which won a competition in 1967, will 
be played by the bands competing 
tonight atthe OCP 
Ironically, many Philippine rondalla 
groups are found abroad, with the best 
ones based in Singapore, Japan, Aus- 
tralia and Boston in the United States. 
In the 1980s, when interest in the 
banduria waned, Espejo and other 
banduria enthusiasts organized the 
Pambansang Samahan ng Rondalla 
(Pasaron), which performed con- 
certs at the Nayong Pilipino and the 
Rizal Park open-air auditorium. 
From 1986 to 1995, Pasaron orga- 
nized annual festivals and competi- 
tions to “re-popularize” the banduria, 


‘CONTRIBUTED PHOTO. 


attracting an average of 20 groups, or 
about 1,000 individual young players. 

In 1995, the Namcya, whose man- 
date is to discover and develop young 
Filipino musical talents from ай over 
the country, induded the rondalla 
among its contest categories. 

Espejo said rondalla perfor- 
mances usually attract senior citi- 
zens, Filipino expatriates and for- 
eign tourists. Many youths are in- 
terested in listening to the banduria 
but very few want to play, he said. 

"People think a banduria is hard 
to play But with competent instruc- 
tion, learning how to play the ban- 
duria is easier than learning how to 
play the guitar," he said. 

Espejo has taught banduria playing 
for the past 40 years, including sever- 
al of his children who are members of 
the rondalla that he founded. Ban- 
duria is also being taught nowadays 
as part of the curriculum in a few mu- 
sic conservatories. 


Own identity in music 

He said young Filipinos nowa- 
days are more interested in playing 
in modern bands. 

“I have nothing against foreign 
songs and musical form but we have to 
have our own identity in music. We 
must preserve something that others 
‘would automatically point to, when 
they hear it, as something Filipino and 
coming from the Philippines. That is 
my dream,” he said, 

What would boost interest in ron- 
dalla again to new heights? 

“Maybe if a famous pop artist can 
come out with a song accompanied 
by rondalla or if a variety show 
would again feature a rondalla 
competition,” Espejo said. 
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Another blast 


rocks Kidapawan; 
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KIDAPAWAN CITY—A POWERFUL EXPLO- 
sion rocked the KNCC Mall here at 
around 5 p.m. yesterday, killing an 
unidentified person and wounding at 
least six others. 

Chief Insp. Leo Ajero, city police chief, 
said the improvised bomb was placed at 
the baggage counter of the mall, which 


DayaoSt. 

He said he could not say whether the 
bomb was remotely detonated or if it was 
triggered by a timing device because inves- 
tigation was still going on. 


Unexploded bomb 


Ajero said investigators later recov- 


same area. 

But he declined to elaborate on the find. 

In October, two bombs exploded along + 
Quezon Avenue here, killing one and 
‘wounding several others. 

Authorities have blamed local terrorists ^* 
for the blast and earlier incidents that oc- '* 
curred in the city. 


is located near the main entrance on ered another unexploded bomb in the Rolando Pinsoy, Inquirer Mindanao 5; 


1 dead, 6 wounded 
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Not at Marie France! 


"| used to be really slim, | never thought I'd end up getting fot. But during my first 
pregnancy, | had this notion that | could spoil myself because | was ‘eating for two.’ бо! 
ended up gaining a drastic amount of weight! | tried diets, pills and even resorted to liposuction! 
But my weight just fluctuated; 1 gained, lost, only to gain again. 1 felt hopeless. Then after 
my second pregnancy, | tried Marie France. And wow, was | amazed! Their FMS 
(Fot Mobilization System) con eliminate fat and speed up metabolism even while of rest. A 
single session can even burn up to 2,000 calories in only 25 minutes! | was about 181 165. 
when | first came to Marie France. Now, I'm already 148 Ibs...and still continuing to lose!" 


Aiko Melendez 


No weightloss mission is impossible with the Fot Mobilization System. Сай Marie France 
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Slain solon's relatives 
backtrack on suspects 


By Jeannette I. Andrade 


ADAY AFTER THEY LINKED FORMER REP 
Gerry Salapuddin and Anak Mindanao par- 
ty-list Rep. Mujiv Hataman to the killing of 
Basilan Rep. Wahab Akbar in the Batasang 
Pambansa bombing, the latter's relatives 
now say neither man was involved. 

‘Akbar’s niece, Lantawan (Basilan) Mayor 
Tahiran Ismael, said yesterday at the “Usap- 
ing Balita” media forum at Serye cafe the Ak- 
bar family was satisfied with the investiga- 
tion being conducted by the Criminal Investi- 
gation and Detection Group-National Capital 
Region to uncover the brains of the bombing. 

Ismael said the Akbar clan would also be 
satisfied should the CIDG probe end with 
the filing of charges against former Tubu- 
ran (Basilan) Mayor Hajarun Jamiri. 

Jamiri was arrested on Nov. 19 after 
three suspects picked up earlier in Payatas, 
Quezon City, pointed to the apartelle where 
he was staying and tell-tale signs of a bomb 
were found in his quarters and his clothing. 

Even though Jamiri had links to Salapud- 
din through the Lakas party, Ismael, the Ak- 
bars’ spokesperson, said: “We cannot con- 
clude that he (Salapuddin) was involved.” 

She explained in Filipino: "Before the con- 


gressman [Albar] died, he wanted to unify the 
politicians in Basilan. He wanted to recommend 
Salapuddin to be the representative of the sec- 
ond district of Basilan once this was created.” 
In Hataman's case, Ismael said that until 
the CIDG finds proof of his involvement, they 
would have to go by what the evidence says. 
“Our suspicion (on the identity of the 
mastermind) will depend on the investiga- 
tion, We believe in the CIDG probe,” Ismael 
said, adding, “We believe in the rule of law.” 
As for speculations that Akbars death 
would trigger a "rido" or clan war, Ismael 
said this was not possible since the only ene- 
my of the Akbars was the Abu Sayyaf group. 
А relative by affinity of one of the 
Batasan bombing suspects, however, said 
yesterday his wife's cousin had implicated 
Salapuddin, Hataman and the latter's 
brother, Jim Hataman, in the Nov. 13 
Batasan bombing that killed three others 
aside from Akbar and wounded 12 people. 
Ungkaya Pukan (Basilan) Mayor Joel 
Maturan, whose wife Jainab is Ikram In- 
dama's cousin, said Indama also confessed 
his participation in the bombing. 
Indama, together with Adham Kusain and 
Caidar Аша}, were arrested in a house in Payatas 
оп№ох 15. ^ Withareportfrom Alcuin Papa 
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EN"  QYMETRGELAZA @OntinumTiader GH SOLIDMARK DEMPERE 
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EIACLIUIWOy)Quaro/BWONDO AJOElectronics 736-3880 -Bog's Electronics 733-2386 « Delta Appliances 533-4653 F.A. Obiena* Gemetric 314-8871 - Hi-Mark Sales 
T35-1882-JAR 242-1576 242-1586» Joms Appliances 703-1024 - JMD Electronics T353880-Joy's Electronics 734804 Just 734-1819 MAC AudioVideo 309-4472 Millenium 
Electronics 314-8508 + OK Elecroncs 753469 - Richland 733-1708 SPL Audio Marketing 726-3580» WAM Marketing 735-4214 - Worldwide Audio & Video 241-3446 «Zoe 
Enterprise 734-0731 STA, MESA/GREENHILLS/CUBAO New Altronics «New Choice Value Marketing + E-Stop-A«A MALATE/MAKATI/PARANAQUE/PASIG / MUNTINLUPA 
Image Video525-1015 Sohan Audio & Video IP 527-1171 Alabang Marketing 5324653 272707797718 BAGUIO Rajat Electronics (074) 444-9340: BACOLOD City Radio 
0920-2323997, FRM Marketing [034 434-8329. Aklan Appliance (036) 258-5154, Republic Mart 034} 434-7284 + BANGUED Mike's Superstore BATAAN Ocampo's Mega Store 
Balanga (047) 237-2643, Dinalupihan BICOL Houseware Plaza, Wily & Sons Corporation (052) 4801-8424 1820-5615, Jaysons Marketing (054) 456-1237 ° BOHOL Island Clty Mall 
038)411-3860- BUTUAN VOCOM Enterprises « CAVITE V. Divina Enterprises {046)890-0309+CEBU A. Salonga (032) 232-5378, Smart Zone“ DAVAO Funtronics (082) 227-0545 
“ILOILO FRI Marketing, Aklan Appliance (036) 268-5154, Republic Mart, Vilage Marketing, Era Singer Enterprises - LAOAG Family Trade House, Manhattan Marketing (077) 
772-0071 1710-4286, Fort locanda, Now India Dept. Store (077) 772-0679 / 772-0478 LAGUNA МС Data Exchange (049) 562-7172, AX Trading (049) 808-5003 + LEYTE RL 
Appliance (053) 321-2835/7442, Sogod Branch 382-3029, Baybay Branch 583-8113, Ormoc Cily Branch 561-4328. Naval Bran Branch 500-37 10, Maasin Ciy Branch 381-3881 NUEVA 
ECUA Hardware Centre» PAMPANGA Ocampo's Emporlum (045) 363-9084, Clark Liberty Warehouse (045) 509-3869, Winning Touch (045) 599-6711 ° VIGAN Family Trade 
House, Video City-ZAMBALES Ocampo's Sublc 047 232-2830 


For wholesale and dealership inquiries, contact us at: 


THE ASTRA CROUP. Ine GIF Richbelt Tower, 17 Annapolis St, Greenhills, San Juan, Metro Manila | 
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Loi won’t give up assets, 
‘but they can have Boracay’ 


FORMER SENATOR LUISA “LOT” 
Estrada has said that she and her 
husband, ousted President Joseph 
"Erap" Estrada, would not give up 
any of their property to satisfy the 
order of the Sandiganbayan, but 
added the government was wel- 
come to the so-called Boracay 
mansion which her husband had 
gifted to one of his mistresses. 

“They cannot seize any of our 
assets, because we have not ac- 
quired any property during his 
term,” Estrada told the INQUIRER 
during a lull in a medical mis- 
sion she led in Navotas City on 
Wednesday. 

The Sandiganbayan has started 
looking at personal and real prop- 
erties of the former president it was 
considering seizing to complete the 
P545 million that the antigraft 
court had ordered be given the 
government when it convicted Er- 
ap of plunder in September. 

Loi said the couple's proper- 
ties were the product of hard 
work while Erap was an actor, 
echoing the former president's 
earlier statement. 

“He never stole from the 
country, we would fight for it if 
we had to,” Loi said. 

But, she said, she posed no 
objection to the court getting 
the Boracay mansion which Er- 
ap had built for his mistress 
Laarni Enriquez. 

“They can have the mansion 
and the Velarde account which 


is based on the second envelope 
and which is not owned by Er- 
ap," she said. 

Loi said her husband's newly 
gained freedom was the result. 
of prayers that were answered 
and refused to give President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo credit 
for her husband's release. 

The President pardoned Erap 
six weeks after his conviction 

“Tt was God's gift, answered 
prayers for non-stop praying for 
si and a half years, and Gloria 
was just an instrument,” Loi said. 

She added that Ms Macapa- 
gal's move only meant that Erap 
was given back what rightly be- 
longed to him. 

“Shédeprived him of the pn 
dency and his freedom for so 
long, its just right that Erap was 
pardoned because they were the 
ones who were responsible for his 
plight in the first place,” Loi said. 

The former senator also said 
she was never happy in politics, 
but promised to support Erap 
should he decide to run again 
for president in 2010. 

“As usual 1 would support him 
in case he finally decides to 
run," she said. 

Erap had hinted during his for- 
ays after his pardon that he was 
open to running for public office if 
the opposition remained divided. 

Loi added that after what her 
husband went through, “all the 
more he deserve my support.” 


Corrections 


IN THE NOV, 22 ISSUE, THE FRONTPAGE BANNER STO- 
ry—"Magnate tied to cash gifts" —erroneously described Pam- 
panga Gov. Eddie Panlilio as a former priest. When Panlilio 
filed his candidacy, he was suspended from performing priest- 
ly duties but he remains a priest. 

INTHE SAME ISSUE, a front-page article —" GMA rushes home af- 
ter hitting Вштпа”— gave the wrong impression that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo was billeted at the Shangri-La hotel, While she 
was in Singapore for the Association of Southeast Asian Nations 
summit, Ms Arroyo was billeted at the Fullerton Hotel Singapore. 


THE DAILY GOSPEL 


Friday, November 23, 2007 
33rd Week in Ordinary Time 
Clement / Columban / Bl. 
Miguel Agustin Pro 
Ist Reading: 1 Мас 4:36-37, 52-59 
Gospel: Luke 19:45-48 

Jesus entered the Temple area and began to drive out the merchants. 
And he said to them, “God says in the Scriptures: My house shall be a 
house of prayer: but you have turned it into a den of robbers.” 

Jesus was teaching every day in the Temple. The chief priests and 
teachers of the Law wanted to kill him and the elders of the Jews as 
well, but they were unable to do anything, for all the people were lis- 
tening to him and hanging on his words. 

‘Commentary 

Judas Maccabees, the leader of the revolt at the time of the liberation of the 
sanctuary brings the army and the people to rededicate the building to the wor- 
ship of Yahweh. And the people rejoice for eight days. This is the Feast of the 
Lights (a candle for each day) stil celebrated in Judaism at this time—the recla- 
mation of the Temple. Jesus too reclaims the temple (a house of prayer) for the 
worship and praise of God. He ejects the trades, using force, but harming no 
one-a prophetic and symbolic gesture meant to highlight the necessity of severing 
the ties Between economics/politics and religion. The worship of God dots not 
serve anything but God alone. And today, there are many stil within church. 
and without who seek to destroy anyone who speaks as clearly as did Jesus on 
this issue. Let us examine ourselves to see whether the way we practice our reli- 
gion serves the dominant culture, government, and economic system more than 
it calls us to transformation and conversion to Jesus’ good news to the poor. 

Claretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Diliman, Quezon Ciy, UP 
во, Bor 4, Diliman, 1101 Quezon Clty: Tal: 921-3984; Fax: 921-7429; E-mail: 
celare org; Websites: Һил Бе claret org (Caretian Publications) 8. 
Пар: ciarerphilippines.org (Clareian Missionaries in the Philippines) 
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Libreng Appliances 
Araw-Araw 


Use your HSBC credit card to get TRIPLE chances of being one of 5 daily winners. 
Every P4,000 purchase entitles you to join! November 16, 2007 =< 
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* HSBC's Installment Plan Terms and Conditions apply. 
Minimum single-receipt purchase of P3,000 is required. 


+ Until December 31, 2007. Terms and Conditions apply. 
Per DTI-NCR Permit No. 5670 & No. 4528, Series of 2007. 
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NISSAN 


FRONTIER MEX. 


Earn Double Rewards / Bonus Points 
with your HSBC credit card.* 
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The world's local bank 
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saa] MEDICAL BULLETIN 
xm Ө p Sacuisas: “V ice 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID OC on aguisag: ery nice 


PrN Ча ИВ LAWYERRENESAGUISAGMAY Even though Saguisagstillhas ribs,” which should heal natural- Saguisag and Calvario were 
eveponseap lota be moved out of the Intensive а breathing tube in his throat, lyinafewweeks Nubla added. seriously injured in a car acci 
Тш pn Pe simol Би һа abd o e pantin al br mata к Care Unit of the Makati Medical Nubla said he was practically  Saguisag's driver, Felipe Cal- dent last Nov. 8 in which Saguis- 

verano ot ce тшу ти Ошо doy рк anus а | Center in a few days. breathing on his own since the vario, remains in stable condi- _ag’s wife, Dulce, was killed. 
Шоона acne раа Тыш а paas Еу cie | “The situation is very nice... weaning process during which tion, His nurses have reported  Saguisags son Rebo said his 
ns toner haben SOMA) Wen ts Capo Sepa ui | His health is very good and he's the respirator put on "assist that Calvario's muscles have be- father has been inquiring about 
ton бм iie алин оа Ту тын нр | practically off the ventilator” mode” began last Wednesday. соте more pliable since he was his scheduled church wedding 
Кано a o Bulang Жш И-й wakai a mas dba AC ашы wonsa | said Dr. Eric Nubla, chief of the Миа said that even with a placed on a regimen of bedside in December, which has been 
Seer ei ur itis ait MMC's patient relations office. breathing tube attached to physiotherapy. postponed because of the acci- 

Bgm vom шш e зуб зу e ma зн ener 000 |  Nubla, who has dispensed Saguisag, he can still be moved  Thephysioterapyismeantto dent. 

st ct o e cac havo competed a site consart тїк п ише fleas у кен | with the regular written bul- to a regular room. prepare Calvario’s body, particu- “I saw sadness in his eyes and 
а AG and тш та art et eet каве ыалын | letins on the former senators А tube on Seguisags left larly his muscles, forwhenhere- it seemed he was feeling some 
Selina te sey кышкен. | Condition, said the doctors were chest has also been drawing gains full consciousness. Unlike guilt because my big day will 
rising Сотли Clos дин. Рат бше кй Nerd Сома satê | "very optimistic and hopeful” considerably less fluid the past Saguisag, however, Calvario is not go as planned. But I told 
[agre 39 mo penam por o RA 194 ond ns шоланы бын oad ериш | thar Saguisag can be trans- few days, the doctor said. unable to communicate and rec- him that it was the least of my 
Herat o BAC aie ao: ferred to а regular room before “His main problem now is just ognize anyone, though he can worries and I just want him to 


3C Al p the weekend. the pain from the fractures in his follow doctors' instructions. getbetter” Rebo said. DJ Yap 


E EE : Я 
сы : aguisag сиеп may need new lawyer 
Ir. 2590 ne 
TG — Бие Bat Seat Rm AT By DJ Yap. March 2008. testify on the negotiations at the who styled themselves as the 
[n EIE es Pimentel said Rabonza could height of the July 2003 failed Magdalo group, took over and 
tenen THE SOLDIER REPRESENTED either look for another counsel coup, also called the Oakwood threatened to blow up. 
Же атла С by Rene Saguisag may have to or if Saguisag was ready pre- mutiny The lawyer claims that Ms Тһе prosecution objected to 
ot ЕЕЕ ГА hire another lawyer unless sent the defense evidence and Arroyo as commander in chief al- the request to subpoena the 
Seon eee Saguisag is well enough to re- witnesses on Dec. 20. legedly promised that all but five President and Pimentel denied 
Dae PP oy sume work by Dec. 20, according ^ Theodore Te, who represents Magdalo leaders would be spared it, saying there were others who 
LC — | CES LEIS to the judge hearing the coup other accused officers, told re- from criminal prosecution, were qualified to testify about 
E бәр 25, Borman өм. d'etat case against ће junior mil- porters this could bea problem. Saguisag figured this line of Ms Arroyo's alleged promise. 
a ECL itary officers accused of leading “It's very difficult for one lawyer defense would бее Rabonza That ruling is under appeal. 
sa E the failed July 2003 coup. to catch up. He'll need at least a and his other co-accused, save The Office ofthe Solicitor Gen- 
TRUE eire erie Ыз Бур Г are эс rn bd Makati Judge Oscar Pimentel month,” he said. for the core leaders, > eral, which entered its appear- 
TR нн раукот ra new said he agreed Saguisag should Even Saguisags son, Rebo, a _ Aside from Ms Arroyo, Saguisag ance in a previous hearing, also 
Bag mS un Di el amet te aş rû | be given time to recover from lawyer who has been assisting also soughta subpoena duces enum voiced its own objection to the 
з (Php$, 000.00), his injuries from the Nov. 8 au- his father in the case, might “not for the military to produce in court subpoenas against Ms Arroyo and 
faire pean bee FCB Парана EE tomobile accident that killed his be up to speed,” Te said. “He has detained Brig. Gen. Danilo Lim, Lim through a motion to quash. 
Sante Pont wife Dulce. However, the judge more things to worry about.” who is detained in connection with Te questioned the OSG move. 
como seedy Sty) сии aye kon бе e seed lo he nee | agreed with state prosecutors Since the accident, Saguisag re- the February 2006 failed coup. "Тһе people are rightfully rep- 
xS meee pve o ne my Bi want tay pros, resa | at February was along way to mainsinthelntensiveCare Unitof Lim was supposedly one of resented by the prosecution 
Basar ty coo pa ш ce ири. m secuumece whine ронии d RA ТН тн trey | wait for the former senator. the Makati Medical Center though the parties in the negotiations to arm of the Department of Jus- 
‘Seon yuan леш иа "ес a Saguisags client, Ist Lt. hisdoctorssaid heis in stable con- end the standoff atthe Oakwood tice. They (the OSG) have no 
(P01 November 20 90.2007) oe Nathaniel Rabonza, has sought dition and continues to improve. Premier Hotel which the heavily mandate" to appear in the coup 


a postponement of his defense Saguisag wanted to subpoena armed mutinous junior officers, d'etat case, he said. 


presentation until February or President Macapagal-Arroyo to 
Republic of the Philippines 
A DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


Regional Office No. IV-A 
Sd Fir, Andenson Bldg. Il, Brgy. Parian, Calamba City 
November 22, 2007 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S 
FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S {AEP/S) 


Наке в hereby gen ва the folowing conpanislenplers have Пей wi his Regional ce 
_ppfatonis or Alen Eqgloyment Perils. } 


Name and Address T. Name of Foreign Poston 

of Company Employer National Ciizenshlp 

| RGHFREQUENCY "Wr Ko] Kobuk "Technical Ader 
ORCUTTECNOLOGYNC. | Japanese 

FOIE. Brgy. Langiaan, 

Dasmarinas, Carte. 

HOUSE RESEARCHE її. Nobuyuki Nekaya Û Adviser — 

DEVELOPMENTPTE.LTD. | Japanese пепо QA 

CEL Rosana, Cavie 

DAICOLOR PHILIPPINES, NC. | Mr. Makolo Akiyama’ — | осина 

CIE. Canubang, Japanese Vice President 

Calamba Cay 

JUYOUNGELECTRONCS | Mr, Dong Gyu Leai Consultant 

PHLSINC. Korean 

CEL Rosario, Сама 

'STICHRAUS, NC. "Wr dae Sun Kim Production 

Bancal, Carmona, Cavte Manager 

S| TRAVEL EXPLORERTOUR | W, danoesh Jalaluddin) Travel Consulant 

CONSULTANCY indian 

Covina Subd, inus, Cavte 

FUJITSUCOMPUTER T. Masaaki Suni | VPoIHOD 

PRODUCTS CORP. OF Japanese Division 

ТНЕРНІЗ, 

CIP, Сепо, 

Савпћа Су 


1 you have any formatonkbjecton to the above-mentioned aplaton(s lease communicate 
чип the Regional Drecar 
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ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
Suyo, Dingras, locos Norte 2813 
TIN 006-716-360 
Tol. No. (077) 784-71-26/784-00-82 Local 818 Fax No. 784-71-25 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY AND Bi 


The llocos Norte Electric Cooperative, Inc. (INEC) invites ali Interested 
computer suppliers to participate in a public bidding for the supply and 
delivery of computer servers on Lease Basis. 

А. Computer Server Specifications 


HIGH-QUALITY HOME BUILDING 9 Quanity - 1 sot 


Brand and Modal : Hewlett Packard ML370 GS 


a Brana ana model; evi Paard MOTD GS p ag 
o H Number of processors : 2 Processors 
ON SELECTED ITEMS 9 ЕО Й 


е QGOooo Qo Qo O 24 dosent moy Бо aine al no BAC Sew during olles 


All bids must be accompanied by a bid bond In the form of cash or 
WILCON BUILDERS' DEPOT: WILCON BUILDERS’ SUPPLY: manager's check In the amount equivalent to 2.5% of the total bid price. 
+ Lib, QC 636-0387 = Muñoz. QC 926-1504 


, 
j The МЕС reserves tme right to elect any or all blds without offering 
Age ышты | ene SEID WILCON / DEPOT any reason 0 wave any minor detacs or limites therein of 1o event 
[Sr Осана" uth bcs a maybe considered тон advantageous and responsivo tothe 
+ Rial QC 22851 "Fe EDSA Pany Cay 381-7031 


INEC. 
* Pasong Tumo, Mala Ску 893.3142, + Ubi, QC 437.0249 


ccs ee WILCON-^ SUPPLY esr аши 


BAC Chairman 
(594) RENATO A. BALINTEC, PEE 
Soon to open: Wilcon Pampanga and Wilcon Танас. (Eg eas OIC-General Manager 
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Roxas all set to take over LP, has party nod for 2010 


SEN. MAR ROXAS IS EXPECTED TO == mer LP president and is considered Other party concerns, Drilon тм 
be elected party president when the by officials as the partys elder added, will be dealt with later on {| 
Liberal Party elects its new officers on statesman. President Aquino has Roxas’ judgment and discretion. f ex Ў, еа id 
Monday at the Club Filipino, accord- close ties with the party because He said Roxas, once elected, will м 
ing to former Senate President her husband, the late Sen. Ninoy have 45 days to choose the offi- ‘100 % Waterproof • Self Priming 
Franklin Drilon, the party's outgoing ; Aquino was а staunch Liberal, asis cers of the Liberal Party that 
president. Ў his son, Sen. Benigno “Noynoy” would be in place for the next 

"We expect the unanimous pas- Aquino Ш. Local leaders and rep- three years. 
sage of a resolution electing Sena- resentatives of civil society groups Drilon said the Supreme Court re- 
tor Mar Roxas as the next president. t have also been invited to attend solved with finality on June 5, 2007 
of the party,” Drilon said. “We all 00 the LPevent. the party's leadership dispute by 
recognize the leadership of Senator Drilon said doors are open tothe declaring Drilon as party president — Available in 
Roxas and are eager to support him ў LP members associated with the and the March 2, 2006 election of of- 60 colors 
їп ай of his future plans, including a й А faction of Environment Secretary ficers initiated by the Atienza wing as 
run for the presidency in 2010, if he E Lito Atienza, many of whom had invalid. 
so decides.” ~. expressed their support for Roxas’? “Тһе SupremeCourt, in its deci- 

Another former party leader and p assumption of the party presiden- sion, shattered any illusion that 
Senate President, Jovito Salonga, will. 204 cy. the LP is divided into two wings. 
lead hundreds of members and guests “The LP’s national executive com- It ruled in our favor and I hope 
who will attend the affair. Also ex- DRILON that this decision would be re- 
pected is former President Corazon i 1 spected and acknowledged by еу. CAMPBRIDGE Tel: 252-0531 
Rouino, according to an LP press Salonga, one of this years ness, thatis, to electanew party pres- eryone, including the media," 
statement. Magsaysay Awardees, was a for- ident,” Drilon said. Drilon said. 


Senate to work 
double-time for 
2008 budget 


STARTING NEXT WEEK, THE SENATE WILL. 
attempt to finish its plenary deliberations on 
the 2008 national budget in five session days. 

"To be able to do this, the senators agreed 
to hold morning and afternoon plenary ses- 
sions from Nov. 27 to Dec. 4 to accommo- 
date the budget debates of the different 
government departments and agencies. 

The Senate will hold day-long plenary sessions 
on Nov. 27, 28 and 29 and on Dec. 3 and 4. 

Its target, according to the agreement 
during an ‘senators’ caucus Wednesday 
night, is to wrap up the deliberations by Dec. 
4 and start the bicameral committee meet- 
ings with the panel from the House of Repre- 
sentatives by the second week of December. 

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile, chair of the Sen- 
ate finance committee, is expected to for- 
mally file his committee's report on the na- 
tional budget budget on Nov. 26. The chair 
of the various sub-committees will also de- 
liver their sponsorship speeches. 265 Р Ё 

‘The House of Representatives on Nov. 12 E T * , 
passed on final reading the P1.227 trillion , 

Ec Pasje 8 Salad Frey йш} | бешт: 
é d Г dé 
Versions of national budget e Php 700.00 E p 800. 

The Senate and the House have to recon- 
cile their versions of the national budget 
bill during the bicameral conference. 

‘The Senate's target is to ratify the bicameral 
report before Congress goes into recess for the 
holidays by Dec. 17. The final bicameral ver- 
sion is then submitted to Malacañang for Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo's signature. 

In 2005 and 2006, the government was forced 
to operate on a reenacted national budget since 
Congress failed to pass the proposed budget. The 
2007 budget, the countrys frs trilion peso allo- 
cation, was approved early this year 

The House of Representatives kept President 
MacapagabArroyos budget proposal intact 
but realigned about P30 billion from automatic 
debt payment appropriations to the budgets of 
the education and health departments. 

‘Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, chair of the 
House appropriations committee, steered 
the budget’s passage in the House. 


"The House-approved budget gave the ed- Pasja Delight As: Once Upon A Girisfmass Фести} Baske 
ucation and public works departments the OS O62 © 
biggest outlays, with Р145.975 billion and Php 1000.00 Php 1400.00 ; Php 2000.00 
P94.461-B, respectively. 

The defense department received P56.053 
billion; interior nd local government, P52.609 
billion; agriculture, P23.756 billion; trans- 
portation and communications, P22.339 bil- 
lion; health, P16.259 billion; agrarian reform, 
P13.006 billion; justice, P10.184 billion; and 
foreign affairs, P10.053 billion. 


Gov't planning 
to lure OFWs 
back to RP — Noli 


By Cynthia D. Balana. 
VICE PRESIDENT NOLI DE CASTRO YES- 


terday said the government would lure Tropical Fruijs тача 

back Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) to a d ont б 

the country by offering them work and ‘Cost will depend on the 

business opportunities that could match choice of Fruit 

those in their work places abroad. 
Addressing the Conference on Interna- 

tional Migration and the launching of the 

State of the Philippine Population Report at eS GIFT CHEQUE 

the Pan Pacific Hotel in Manila, De Castro For Orders end Inquiries, Please Call “We accept made to order packages 


said the government was in the process of : چا ی‎ ber SO kor EE MM 5 
} Я : feno Alt prices are subject to chango without prior notic 
putting in place economic and social infras- = Е а 


tructures that would give OFWs what they 
find in foreign countries. 


“We hope to bring back our overseas Fil- 
ipinos, and offer them opportunities that H 
would be at par or even better than what 


they see abroad,” he said. 

De Castro said the government should 
undertake a careful study and deliberately 
manage the population issue. 


“It should be one that considers both the ca- 
pacity of our country to support our people and 


the refc needed to make 
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Enrile calls JDV son a cowart 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Gil C. Cabacungan 
айа Christine O. Avendano 
pe. 
(BUSINESSMAN JOSE ‘JOEY’ DE 
Кеса Ш, the self-styled whistle- 
lower in the controversial $328-mil- 
fim national broadband network 
NBN) contract, could be cited by the 
fate for contempt after cutting short 
iis appearance at the Senate investiga- 
jon which he started. 
en. Juan Ponce Enrile called the 
in of House Speaker Jose de Venecia. 
i, a “coward” for refusing to make fur- 
ifr appearances at the investigation. 
jj DE Venecia had claimed he had al- 


ready told everything he knew about. 
the deal and that he feared he could be 
liable to civil action in continuing to 
speak out. 

“Why the complete turnaround from 
his earlier boast that he is always ready 
to appear at the Senate? His refusal to 
appear again, especially after dragging 
the names of other private individuals 
into the controversy, shows his co 
ardice and inability to substantiate his 
accusations,” Enrile said. "It does not 
bode well for his earlier testimonies 
before the Senate, which to me were 
nebulous to say the least.” 

Enrile said De Venecia could not dic- 


More and more Filipinos 


"mt 


tate his terms to the Senate and that he 
must appear if summoned or face con- 
tempt. 

In separate testimonies at the Sen- 
ate, De Venecia claimed that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo had urged Commis- 
sion on Higher Education chair Romu- 
lo Neri to pursue the NBN project de- 
spite knowing that former Commission 
on Elections chair Benjamin Abalos 
had offered to bribe the then economic 
planning secretary to pursue the deal. 

De Venecia also accused the Presi- 
dents husband, Jose Miguel Arroyo, 
and his cronies led by International 
Container Terminal Services Inc. En- 


home for Christmas. 

Also yesterday, the govern- 
ment and Israel have agreed to 
forge a labor agreement that 
would provide social security 
benefits to Filipino workers in 


Innovative Advertising Solutions. 


Vivid systems 


ique Razon Jt of orchestrating the 
deal. 

The Senate probe is expected to con- 
tinue next week, bolstered by the rul- 
ing of the Supreme Court which al- 
lowed the Senate to look into the min- 
utes of the National Economic and De- 
velopment Authority (Neda) disclos- 
ing the process that led to the approval 
of the NBN deal and more details of the 
contract awarded to China’s ZTE cor- 
poration that Malacafiang had wanted 
to keep confidential. 

Neri was at the time the director 
general of Neda. 

*1 welcome the action taken by the 


israel and Israeli 


thestate. 


nationals 
working in the Philippines, 
while another agreement cut 
with the United Arab Emirates 
seeks better protection for over- 
seas Filipino workers (OFWs) in 


Although the President im- 
posed the Iraq ban three years 
ago, an estimated 4,000 Til- 
ipinos have defied it and are 
‘working for contractors of the 
US-led coalition forces in Bagh- 


Supreme Court and am hopeful that once 
the judicial process is completed, the 
Senate would be able to obtain these doc- 
uments in the pursuit of our legislative 
functions,” said Sen. Mar Roxas, who to- 
gether with Sen. Benigno “Noynoy” 
Aquino II, Шей a petition with the SC last 
October 26 for a certiorari and man- 
damus to nullify Malacafiangs invoca- 
tion of executive privilege. 

Roxas and Aquino said two docu- 
ments in the contract—the annexes 
containing the design and pricing of 
the NBN project—were critical to “the 
work of the Senate in aid of legislation 
and inquiry" 


Lifting of travel ban to Iraq urged 


А LABOR GROUP YESTERDAY 
urged President Macapagal- 
Arroyo to lift a travel ban to or 
from Iraq to allow thousands 
of Filipinos to go out there to 
find lucrative jobs or come 


work in those countries,” бап 
said, 

The government banned all its 
nationals from travelling to Iraq ii 
2004 after militants kidnapped 
and threatened to behead Filipino 
truck driver Angelo dela Cruz 

Dela Cruz was freed un- 
harmed after Manila pulled out 
its token military contribution 
to the coalition forces. 

"The President should recon- 
sider her decision on the Iraq 


dad and elsewhere. 

“The President should find 
compassion for those (Fil- 
ipinos) in Iraq who have been 
there for the past four years 
working for the coalition forces 
and doing proud the Filipino 
work ethic,” said Jackson Gan, 


ban since the present situation 
is now under control with the 
reported return of Iraqis by the 
thousands to Baghdad just this 
week after leaving the country 
last year,” Gan added. 

The top US commander in 
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an official of the Federated As- 
sociation of Manpower Ex- 


The government last week 
lifted similar travel bans to 


The government "wanted to 
alleviate the present situation 
where Filipinos working in 
those countries could also come 
home for Christmas and also al- 
low other qualified workers to 


Iraq, General David Petraeus, 
said in an interview published by 
the Wall Street Journal this week 
that his troops had made signifi- 
cant inroads against the al-Qai- 
da-inspired insurgency there. 
While the terror network “te 
mains a very significant ele- 
ment of the security situation in 
Iraq ... it is a threat that has 
been diminished over the past 
six to eight months in particu- 
lar," Petraeus added. 
АЕР and Cynthia Balana 
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RETAKE OF PRECEDING FRAMI 


ГАТ 
Lacson: 


From page Al 


{Romero's account another “corrupt- 
ible act.” 
When he was asked yesterday if 
“he was convinced Romero's bank 
account was the source of the cash, 
-Lacson said: “I'm not saying that." 
Still, Lacson maintained that his 
unnamed sources at the DBM were 
“unimpeachable.” 
The Senate inquiry, among other 
things, seeks to pinpoint the origin 
«ОЁ the P200,000 to P500,000 dis- 
“tributed in paper bags in Mala- 
‘cafiang on the day President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo met separately with 
90 congressmen and 200 members 
“af the Union of Local Authorities of 
ithe Philippines amid a fresh im- 
;peachment attempt against her. 
© The President's party, Kampi, has 
admitted distributing P500,000 
each to two congressmen. The 
League of Provinces of the Philip- 
pines said it was the source of mon- 
; ey handed out to local officials. 


Burden of proof 
In spite of the HLURB denial, Lac- 
son said he planned to pursue the 

« issue with the DBM. 


ROMERO: Built Smokey Mountain 
low-cost housing 

"Remember, we are not in a court 
of law. We are here investigating, 
looking for facts and information. 
We are here in aid of legislation. So 
this usual challenge of burden of 
proof, Pm not accusing anyone,” 
Lacson said. 

“We want to ferret out the truth 
behind the mystery of the cash gifts 
given in Malacafiang. And I think 
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every Filipino, particularly public 
officials like me, should really find 
out where the money came from.” 

Lacson said that at the budget de- 
liberations next week he would de- 
mand a copy of the special alloca- 
Чоп release order (Saro) from the 
DBM to prove the alleged HLURB 
disbursement and an explanation 
from the Philippine National Police 
on the alleged diversion of coun- 
terinsurgency funds to the cash 
gifts for the lawmakers. 

He denied being on a trawling ex- 
ercise when he implicated Romero 
and the PNP as the sources of the 
cash gifts. 


No fishing expedition 

"Tm not here on a fishing expedi- 
tion. I'm here to help ferret out the 
truth in an investigation involving 
the mysterious distribution of cash 
gifts, which is now being denied by 
Malacafiang and in spite of it hap- 
pening right inside Malacafiang 
grounds, they still deny it. So what 
is there to believe from them any- 
way, they deny everything,” Lacson 
said 

Budget Secretary Rolando An- 
daya yesterday said his office had 
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Romero not suspect but victim 


not disbursed any money to the HLURB or 
Romero as alleged by Lacson. 

“We checked with HLURB (last 
Wednesday) and we did not see any re- 
lease there and the DBM has no system 
where it pays directly into the account 
of a private person," Andaya said in an 
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interview over dzMM radio. 

“We only deal with government agen- 
cies,” he added. 

Asked if the DBM might have released the 
money through the National Housing Author- 
ity (NHA), Andaya said he still had to check. 

With a report from Christine О. Avendaño 


Inquirer exhibits Cannes ... 


From page Al 


Said Romualdez: “The Inqumner will con- 
tinually support the Cannes cause and pro- 
mote better partnership between agencies 
and clients to achieve greater creative ex- 
cellence at par with the rest of the world.” 

‘The 20th PAG, which opened on Wednes- 
day, runs until tomorrow. 


"World's coolest" 

Neil Gaiman, the much-celebrated author 
of the “Sandman” graphic novel series and 
“Stardust,” opened the second day of the 
congress with a speech on “Imagination and 
Creativity in the Contemporary World." 

Gaiman praised the wealth and originali- 
ty of Filipino folklore, which he described 
as “the coolest folklore in the world." 

He encouraged Filipino writers not to be 
afraid to explore their talents, and to just 
"write and finish it.” 

On the usefulness of advertising, Gaiman 
said: “Advertising is incredibly useful when 
well done.” 

The three-day Cannes Lions exhibit—on 
view on the second floor of the convention 
center—showcases the works of the world's 
best creative people in advertising and mar- 
keting 

In 2004, the Inquinen was appointed the 
official Philippine representative to the 
Cannes International Advertising Festival. 
It was the first time a Filipino delegation 
took part in the prestigious advertising fes- 
tival that gathers more than 8,000 dele- 
gates from 70 countries worldwide. 


Superlatives 

“One of superlatives” was how the orga- 
nizers of the 20th PAC described the ongo- 
ing biennial event. 

For one, the number of delegates—3,334, 
of whom 700 are students—has surpassed 
that in previous congresses. There were 
2,600 delegates in the 2005 PAC. 

"We've made a record of sorts," Ong told 
reporters shortly before the congress 
opened on Wednesday night. 

This congress is also being held in the 
largest plenary hall, with the delegates hav- 
ing their meals in the largest dining area. 

It likewise boasts the largest trade exhib- 
itarea 

“There are many firsts in [PAC] history, 
and they will ali happen here. The sessions 
are the most interesting yet, as this is the 
first ad congress that has more than 20 
speakers,” Ong said. 

Also on Wednesday night, the INQUIRER 
hosted a dinner during which it unveiled a 
new logo representing the merger of its 
other publications and printing press. 

Dressed in a grass skirt in keeping with 
the luau-themed dinner, Romualdez an- 
nounced that the Inquirer Group of Publi- 
cations would now be simply known as the 
Inquirer Group. 


Tycoon’s challenge 

Chinese Filipino tycoon John Gokongwei 
Jr. delivered the keynote address on opening 
night, retelling the story of his success in en- 
trepreneurship and challenging Filipinos to 


think of the world as their market. 

Gokongwei, chair emeritus of JG Summit 
Holdings Inc., urged the PAC delegates "to 
excel as entrepreneurs before the world” 
and to “create Filipino brands for the global 
market place.” 

“With a world-class brand, we create 
ride for our nation,” he said, adding: 

“Why serve 86 million when you can sell 
to four billion Asians? And thats just to 
start you off, Because there is still the world 
beyond Asia 

“When you go back to your offices, think of 
ways to sell and market your products and 
services to the world ... You can if you really 
чу. I did. As a boy, I sold peanuts from my 
backyard. Today, I sell snacks to the world. I 
‘want to see other Filipinos do the same." 

Gokongwei first told his life story five 
years ago at the launch of the Ateneo de 
Manila School of Management, which was 
named after him. That was a few months 
before he embarked on mobile services. 

His life story apparently continues to in- 
spire, as proven by the standing ovation he 
received from the PAC delegates at the end 
of his speech. 


34th richest man 

Gokongwei, who is listed by Forbes as the 
34th richest man in Southeast Asia with 
$425 million to his name, said that after 
five years of competing with two industry 
giants, his Digitel Telecommunications now 
counts on a 4-million subscriber base. He 
told of having to sell goods at 13 in the mar- 
ket in Cebu, where he was born. By then his 
father, whose empire was built on credit, 
had died, and he had become the man of 
the family. 

“After this experience, I told myself, ‘If I 
can compete with people so much older 
than me, if can support my whole family at 
15, Ican do anything!” 

Gokongwei's trading business eventually 
branched out to Manila. He went up 
against two cornstarch manufacturing gi- 
ants, also in Cebu, and into importation af- 
ter World War I. 

He ventured into food manufacturing 
and bought shares in San Miguel Corp. 

The Gokongweis also own Cebu Pacific, 
Robinsons malls, Universal Robina Corp. 
and a beverage company that makes the C2 
fun drink. 


‘The man that | am’ 

"Looking back, I wonder, what would 
have happened if my father had not left my 
family with nothing? Would I have become 
the man I am? Who knows?" Gokongwei 
said. 

He added: "I am 81 today. But I do not 
forget the little boy that I was in the 
palengke іп Cebu. I still believe in family. 1 
still want to make good. I still don't mind 
going up against those older and better 
than me. I still believe hard work will not 
fail me. And I still believe in people willing 
to think the same way. 

“Through the years, the market place has 
expanded—between cities, between coun- 
tries, between continents. I want to urge 
you all here to think bigger.” 


Writing dirty wins int'l 
award for PDI reporter 


From page Al 


Sanitation and Hygiene (EASAN). 

The stories of Ortiz, and two others from 
Jakarta, bested more than 40 entries from 
Cambodia, Laos, Indonesia, the Nether- 
lands and the Philippines. 

The entries came from news agen- 
cies/wire services, television stations, radio 
stations, newspapers and news portals, the 
World Bank said. 

Ortiz’s story, “Curbing water pollu- 
tion,” deals with how bodies of water in 
Metro Manila and the rest of the country 
have become polluted and the steps that 
can be taken to prevent the problem from 
worsening. 

She wrote the story after attending a 
World Bank water and sanitation workshop 
in Bangkok, Thailand, earlier this year. 

The story appeared in the INquinen’s Talk 
of the Town section on Aug. 26, 

“Unknown to many Filipinos, their 
homes are the biggest source of water pol- 
lution in the country,” Ortiz said in her arti- 
cle. “Forty-eight percent of organic pollu- 
tion comes from households. In contrast, 
agriculture contributes 37 percent and in- 
dustries just 15 percent [to the problem]." 

“Septic Tank Record for Indonesia" by El- 
ly Roosita of Kompas (Daily) and "Water 
Shortage Spells Disease" by Ria Ernunsari 
of Televisi Transformasi Indonesia (Trans 
TV) also won in the contest organized by 


the World Bank Water and Sanitation Pro- 
gram for East Asia and the Pacific. 

Roosita and Ernunsari are both from 
Jakarta. 


Quality of reporting 

Entries were scored on a scale of 1 to 4 (4 
being the highest) based on the following 
four criteria—quality of reporting (thor- 
oughness and accuracy in presentation of 
issues); ability to relate sanitation to main- 
stream and socioeconomic issues; creativi- 
ty in approach to, and presentation of sani- 
tation issue; and potential impact on the 
public and policymakers. 

The awards will be handed out in Beppu 
City, Japan, during the EASAN conference 
from Nov. 30 to Dec. 1. 


Access to safe water 

The two-day conference will bring to- 
gether ministers and leading profession- 
als from 15 East Asian countries to dis- 
cuss actions to accelerate progress to- 
ward meeting the Millennium Develop- 
ment Goal (MDG) targets on sanitation, 
which aim to reduce by half by the year 
2015 the proportion of people without 
access to safe drinking water and basic 
sanitation. 

The goals were contained in the Millen- 
nium Declaration adopted in September 
2000 by 189 member states of the United 
Nations. 
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House has better cheap medicine bill, says solon 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


THE HOUSE VERSION OF THE CHEAPER 
medicines bill is far superior to the one 
passed on third reading by the Senate, ac- 
cording to its principal author. 

Пойо Rep. Ferjenel Biron said House Bill 
No. 2844 was a “much better version” because 
it covered "almost all approaches needed to 
significantly reduce the prices of medicines." 

One of these supposedly superior features. 
is a provision regulating drug prices, a highly 
contentious issue that helped bury a cheaper 
medicines bill in the previous Congress. 


countrymen. Without the cost-based price 
regulation mechanism, the cheaper 
medicines bill will remain a myth,” Biron 
said ina statement. 

"It is imperative that a drug price regula- 
tory board be established for the sole pur- 
pose of regulating drug prices, particularly 
the life-saving ones,” he said. 


Main strategy 

The main strategy to bring down drug prices 
recommended by the Senate version is the 
amendment of the Intellectual Property Code. 


of several measures, which congressmen 
have yet to pass on second reading. 

Biron has threatened to withdraw his name 
from the House bill if the price regulation pro- 
vision is omitted from the final version. 

“The Senate version primarily focuses on 
amending the Intellectual Property Code to 
bring down the prices of medicines and in- 
vokes the Price Act or RA 7581 where the 
President is given the authority to control 
the prices of prime commodities including 
drugs and medicines," he said. 

He said Sen. Manuel Roxas, the main au- 


The lower chamber is still in the thick of thor of the Senate bill, probably did not re- 


Since the enactment of the law in 1991, 
no President has ever invoked this law in so 
far as addressing the exorbitant prices of 
medicines,” he said. 

Allowing the parallel importation of 
patented drugs, which the Senate also es- 
pouses, would not make a dent because 
these drugs cover less than 10 percent of 
the Philippine market, he said. 
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deliberations on HB 2844, a consolidation 
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Chief justice 
laments high 
‘cost’ of war 


THE COSTS OF 

armed conflict that 
are usually "mere 
pissing contests” are 
taking their toll not 
just on the country's 
finances, but also оп 
human life, security 
and liberty, Chief Jus- 
tice Reynato Puno 
has lamented. 

Puno also said the 
devastation brought 
by armed battles and 
the changing nature 
of war make Inter- 
national Humanitar- 
ian Law and its reex- 
amination more im- 
portant than ever. 

According to him, 
International Hu- 
manitarian Law con- 
sists of the rules that 
apply during armed 
conflicts to protect 
persons who do not 
participate in battles, 
and to regulate the 
conduct of hostilities 
or the means and 
methods of warfare 
to prevent suffering. 

„In speaking put 
against war Puno 
said armed conflict in. 
the Philippines, par- 
ticularly the battle 
between the govem- 
ment and the New 
Peoples Army, con- 
tinues to wreak hav- 
‘oc on human life and 

» takes away from oth- 
er important sectors. 

“Although the dead 
can no longer endure 
material want, the 
conflict continues to 
victimize the living 
and is taking its toll on 
our economy” he said 
during his closing re- 
marks yesterday at 
the Fourth Metrobank 
Professorial Chair 
Lecture where Justice 


Adolf Azcuna spoke. 
Puno pointed out 
that in 2006, the gov- 
emment put P1 bil- 
lion toward military 
and logistical efforts, 
when the money 
could have been spent 
for other measures. 
Leila B. Salaverria 
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The low road 


к НЕ OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE 
news that the World Bank had suspended a $232- 
million loan to the Philippines has been so confus- 

ing we cannot help but ask: What is the Arroyo adminis- 
tration trying to hide? 

‘The specifics of the suspension are simple and clear 
enough, and are available on the World Bank website. 

‘The bank's board has deferred consid- 

eration of the second phase of the 

country's National Roads Improve- 
ment and Management Program, while it waits for the re- 
sults of an internal investigation into alleged corrupt 
‘practices. 

A statement by the bank's vice president for the East 
Asia and Pacific Region noted that: "Between 2003 and 
2006, the World Bank rejected two large road contracts 
in three successive rounds of bidding because of strong 
signs of collusion and excessive pricing.” These signs of 
possible corruption and overpricing prompted the bank 
to investigate. The statement added: “Investigative 
findings were discussed with the Philippines’ relevant 
authorities who requested that the investigation pro- 
ceed.” 

Оп the day the news of the suspension came out, Public 
‘Works Secretary Hermogenes Ebdane Jr. revealed that, as 
the Inquirer reported it, he had “promptly ordered an in- 
quiry into the three failed bids cited in the World Bank re- 
port.” 

We do not know when this alleged inquiry started. 
Ebdane seems to be under the impression that all the 
failed bids happened in one year. And his unilateral and 
(until the news came out) unknown decision to begin an 
inquiry does not align with Finance Secretary Margarito 
‘Teves’ recollection, that he himself was briefed about the 
banks internal probe last April, and that he had suggest- 
ed that the bank involve the Ombudsman in the investiga- 
tion. (Teves' DOF is the official borrower, while Ebdane's 
DPWH is only the implementing agency.) 

Ebdane's "inquiry" reminds us of the same kind of "in- 
vestigation” that Malacafiang allegedly conducted after 
former Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Romulo Neri 
told President Macapagal-Arroyo of a P200-million bribe 
attempt by the chairman of the Commission on Elections, 
or the same kind of “probe” that Malacafiang allegedly 
conducted after reports surfaced that cash gifts for local 

""étecutives and congressmen were distributed right in the 

Palace. In other words, it meets damage-control, for-pub- 
lic-consumption objectives. 

The day after the news from the World Bank spread, 
Presidential Management Staff chief Cerge Remonde 
blamed “policy differences” among bank officials for 
the suspension of the loan. “The contracts might have 
become collateral damage. We were just caught in an 
internal row among the World Bank staff,” he-speculat- 
ed. 

‘This is an incompetent and dangerous spin; incompe- 
tent because it gets the chronology wrong, dangerous be- 
cause it assumes no objective standards for corruption. 

Remonde's “collateral damage” theory reminds us that 
the Arroyo administration's politicizing tendency has be- 
come second nature, so that even officials like Remonde 
use it without thinking. 

In his turn, Budget Secretary Rolando Andaya tried to 
finesse the news from Washington, D.C. “The board is not 
saying there were irregularities or there was collusion,” 
he said in Filipino. 

‘True enough, because it was the staff of the bank, not 
the members of its board, that reported the discovery of 
"strong signs of collusion and excessive pricing." But also 
false at the same time, because Andaya’s statement insid- 
iously suggests that no irregularities took place. In fact, as 
the statement from the bank specifically pointed out, ac- 
tual irregularities led to the rejection of the two contro- 
versial road projects: “The rejected contracts, worth 
around $33 million, representing about 10 percent of the 
Sul project cost, were never financed by the World 
Bank." М 

Andaya also played word games with the media, saying 
that “technically speaking,” the World Bank had not yet 
suspended the loan. The budget secretary can call it what 
he likes, but the fact is a decision on the second phase, 
which is scheduled to start this year, has been postponed. 
Technically speaking, that means work on the proposed 
roads cannot start. 
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Biofuel bill will free us from Opec—Zubiri 


TT IS NOT ONLY THE EPIRA (ELECTRIC POWER 
Industry Reform Act) that should be amended 
but also the Oil Deregulation Law. Also, there 
should be similar anti-trust legislation in the ce- 
ment and pharmaceutical industries. 

The most important amendment to the Epi- 
ra is the restoration of the ban on cross owner- 
ship. Cross ownership is when a distribution 
company, like Meralco, also owns, through sis- 
ter companies, generating plants. The ban was 
in the original version of the Epira but it was 
removed in the version that was passed be- 
cause of lobbying by vested interests. 

Cross ownership gives the related corpora- 
tions ‘advantages over their competitors. They 
can do business with each other at higher 
rates, to the detriment of consumers. The in- 
tent of Epira is to force rates down through 
competition, but cross ownership avoids com- 
petition. For example, Meralco buys 80 per- 
cent of its power needs from its sister compa- 
nies at higher rates and only 20 percent from 
Napocor which has much lower rates. The 
higher rates are passed on to the consumers. 

‘On the Oil Deregulation Law, an important 
amendment should be an open-ended transi- 
tion period where there is price control. This is 
to allow new competitors time to compete sig- 
nificantly with the entrenched oil companies. 
‘Again, the intent of the deregulation law is to 
make competition force prices down. That is 
not happening now because there is no true 
competition. The Lilliputian new players just 
buy their finished products from the Big Three 
and sell them at an overprice to consumers. 
The players collude on prices because there is 
то price control. 

Оп medicine, prices are high because there is 
mo competition among the pharmaceutical 
companies. The foreign companies have a cartel 
that fixes prices sky-high for maximum profit. 
There is no anti-trust law to prevent them from 
doing that. The cheaper medicines bill will an- 
wer some of that, but it may not be enough. 

‘There is also a cement cartel here. Almost all 
the cement companies are owned by big for- 
eign companies and they can fix prices at will 
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(cement imports are taxed sky-high). That is 
why homes are beyond the reach of poor fami- 
lies and the government spends unusually 
large amounts of taxpayers’ money on infras- 
tructure. 

We should have strong anti-trust laws to 
prevent cartels and oligopolies. The United 
States has effective anti-trust laws, why can't 
we have the same? 

Of course, the Arroyo administration has 
to deny that corruption was behind the sus- 
pension of World Bank loans to the Philip- 
pines. “Nagbabangon-puri” is the term 
Filipino. It even blames “internal turmoil” 
inthe WB as the reason. 

But Filipinos already know that corruption 
is an epidemic in this country. It has contami- 
nated the whole Philippine society, from 
Malacafang down to the traffic enforcers and 
the office clerks. They know that from one- 
third to one-half of the budgets for infrastruc- 
ture projects are lost in kickbacks to congress- 
men, national and local officials. The wonder 
is that the World Bank and other lending insti- 
tutions did not know or recognize this sooner. 

If the bank finally suspends loans to the 
Philippines, it would be justified. Most of its 
funds come from American taxes. Why 
should it lend their money to a country 
which would squander it in corruption, like 
the large-scale bribery dome recently in 
Malacaüang? Loans are granted to poor 
countries to help their development, not to 
make corrupt officials rich. 

The Arroyo administration should shape 
up. Let's face it, the era of easy loans is over. 
Oil exporting countries used to have so much 


money they were offering to lend it to who- 
ever was willing to accept it, like the Philip- 
pines. That is why we have a gargantuan 
debt problem. But those funds are drying up 
because these nations have embarked on 
ambitious and expensive construction pro- 
jects. And they are not only squeezing the 
easy loans but demanding prompt payment 
for them. The Philippines should learn to 
tighten its belt and make sure that from now 
оп, every tax peso collected is used efficient- 
1y not lost to corruption. 

Back to the price of energy Sen. Juan 
Miguel Zubiri, who was a guest at the Kapihan 
sa Manila last Monday, thinks that because of 
the escalating price of oil, the Senate should 
prioritize the Renewable Energy Bill that 
‘would lessen our dependence on non-renew- 
able fossil fuels like oil and coal. The bill en- 
courages the use of agricultural crops like sug- 
arcane, coconut, corn, cassava and tuba-tuba 
for ethanol and cocodiesel. 5 

"The $100 рег barrel forecast may “be 
breached even before December this year" he 
said. “It will push up consumer prices and de- 
press job generation, Households pay bigger 
power rates, rising prices of food and other ba- 
sic goods, factories postpone expansion plans 
or lay off workers and government agencies 
providing health, education and administra- 
tive services are hampered as they are heavily 
dependent on continuous supply of power.” 

If the Renewable Energy Bill is successful, 
the Philippines may be the second country (af- 
ter Brazil) that will no longer be dependent on 
imported fuel. We are already the world's sec- 
ond largest producer of geothermal energy 
and source as much as 50 percent of our re- 
newable energy from hydropower. We have 
plenty of sunlight for solar power, strong winds 
for wind power big waves for wave power. The 
only thing lacking is the technology to harness 
them. The technology for renewable biofuels is 
already there. All we have to do is plant the fu- 
el crops and build the plants that will convert 
these crops into energy. 


Nixon to GMA: Take the cue, join the queue 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO HAS IN- 
voked executive privilege so often against the 
Senate—and her subalterns have effectively 
boycotted the Senate proceedings—that we 
should recall the question that US Supreme 
Court Justice Lewis Powell, during the oral ar- 
gument in US v. Nixon, asked of President 
Richard Nixon's lawyer: “Мт. St. Clair, what 
public interest is there in preserving secrecy 
with respect to a criminal conspiracy?" А unan- 
imous court found none, and Nixon, the most 
famous stonewaller in the field of constitution- 
allaw, soon resigned in disgrace. 

‘The scandal began during the 1972 presiden- 
tial campaign when Nixon was running for re- 
election, and there was a burglary at his oppo- 
nents campaign headquarters at the Watergate 
building in Washington, D.C. Journalists found 
links to the White House, and public opinion 
forced Nixon to appoint an independent prose- 
cutor, Harvard law professor Archibald Cox. 

Сох would soon subpoena the tapes of in- 
criminating Oval Office conversations, and a fu- 
rious Nixon immediately had him fired in what 
history would call the Saturday Night Massacre. 
Сох was replaced by Leon Jaworski who, in the 
subsequent criminal charges filed against the 
‘Watergate masterminds (except for Nixon), ob- 
tained a subpoena for the White House tapes. 

In US v. Nixon, the court conceded the basis 
for executive privilege. It includes "state secrets" 
and insulates national security information, e.g. 
those involving military and foreign affairs. Even 
more, the court generously extended the privi- 
lege to “confidential executive deliberations” 
even where no national security interest is at 
stake, because the president needs candid and 
unfettered advice that is possible only if his advi- 
sors are assured of secrecy. “Human experience 
teaches that those who expect public dissemina- 
tion of their remarks may well temper candor 
with a concer for appearances..." 

Nixon did not make any specific claim of con- 
fidentiality only a general claim that the privi- 
lege should extend to presidential conversa- 
tions even when national securiry is mot at 
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stake. Not so, Chief Justice Warren Burger, a 
Nixon appointee, wrote. "The President's need 
for complete candor and objectivity from advi- 
sors calls for great deference from the courts. 
However, when the privilege depends solely on 
the broad, undifferentiated claim of public in- 
terest in the confidentiality of such conversa- 
tions, a confrontation with other values arises.” 

He concluded: “Neither the doctrine of sep- 
aration of powers, nor the need for confiden- 
tiality of high-level communications, without 
more, can sustain an absolute, unqualified 
presidential privilege of immunity from judi 
cial process under all circumstances.” 

Yet such a “broad, undifferentiated claim” 
was precisely what President Arroyo stated, 
when she said she would invoke the privilege 
after former Neda Director General Romulo 
Neri testified at the Senate on the ZTE bribe at- 
tempt. "Ies a matter of discipline,” she said to 
the Malacafiang press corps during her three- 
day India visit in October. (Note that Nixon was 
fighting a court, while Arroyo argues against a 
‘Senate inquiry; not that it should matter here 
since several criminal conspiracies have 
emerged and, if there have been no indict- 
‘ments, i's just that the Ombudsman and the De- 
partment of Justice, which are so vocal against 
rap, are so reticent against Palace allies.) 

Since the 1974 Nixon ruling, the first US 
president to invoke the privilege was Bill Clin- 
ton. He was compelled to testify in the Monica 
Lewinsky affair, a notoriously personal if not 
intimate matter. Recently, however, George W. 
Bush has invoked the privilege more often, 
against congressional inquiries on matters in- 
dubitably public in nature. One was the shoot- 

i . 


ing of Special Forces soldier Pat Tillman, a for- 
mer football pro, whose death by friendly-fire 
‘was initially covered up by the US military. The 
other was on Attorney-General Alberto Gonza- 
lezs mass firing of federal prosecutors deemed 
insufficiently loyal to Bush (and for which 
Gonzalez later resigned). 

Yet another relevant angle for Filipinos is 
whether the privilege may be invoked to benefit 
a presidential spouse. In the case of Hillary Clin- 
ton, there was actually an attempt to call for the 
records of the Health Reform Commission to 
‘which the president had assigned her, and com- 
mentators widely recognized the policy counsel 
historically given by first ladies, from Martha 
Washington to Barbara Bush. Whether that ap- 
plies to the First Gentleman's "Back off!” might. 
soon be tested in Philippine law, because afterall 
he said that he was merely dispensing sage coun- 
selto the young impertinent Joey de Venecia. 

‘The most famous presidential conversation 
in Philippine history of course, was immortal- 
ized in the Garci tapes—for which, surely, no 
claim of immunity can conceivably apply. 

In American constitutional law, any presi- 
dent who invokes executive privilege does зо, 
as one law review essay put it, "n Nixon's 
Shadow.” The difference here in Manila, how- 
ever, is one of attitude, Cox, upon being fired, 
stated: “Whether ours shall be a government of 
laws and not of men is now for Congress and 
ultimately the American people to decide. 

The US Congress decided, and it impeached 
Nixon. The Philippine Congress has also decid- 
ed, and instead immunized Arroyo from im- 
peachment—and gloriously proclaimed their 
dastardly act as the triumph of the rule of law. 
Therein lies one source of GMA's bravado in 
following Nixon's footsteps, confident that she 
won't go over the brink. Here we have a Presi- 
dent who first came to power on the back of 
the most creative reading of the Constitution 
and who now holds a people captive by the 
most literal meanings of the rule of law. 

Comments to passionfarreason@gmail com 
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BURMAS BRUTAL MILITARY DICTATORSHIP 
emerged the winner in its showdown with the As- 
sociation of Southeast Asian Nations in Singapore 
last Monday when it forced Asean to cancel a brief- 
ing for Asean leaders by the United Nations special 
envoy to Burma, Ibrahim Gambari. The cancella- 
tion proved to be a dramatic anti-climax that over- 
shadowed the signing of Aseam's first charter 
hailed as a landmark document designed to trans- 
form Asean into a rules-bound regional organiza- 
tion along the lines of the European Union. 

The abortion of Gambari’s planned briefing 
not only made shallow Singaporean Foreign Min- 
ister George Yeo's glowing accolade that the char- 
ter “will take us an important step forward in the 
regional integration to a higher level.” Rather, the 
results of the summit highlighted the Asean's split 
over Burma, a problem member since it was ad- 
mitted into the organization 10 years ago. 

Tn a rare event that cracked Asean's facade of 
solidarity achieved by papering over members’ 
foreign policy differences with Asian-style deci- 
sion through consensus and their time-honored 
rule of non-interference in one another's internal 
affairs, the Philippines dared to be different on 
the Burma issue. President Macapagal-Arroyo 
sounded a discordant note when she blasted Bur- 
ma's military leaders as “forces of authoritarian- 
ism" for the continued detention of Burmese op- 
position leader Aung San Suu Kyi. In an undis- 
guised rebuke of Asean's soft approach toward 
Burma, she showed up Asean's hypocrisy and 
double talk on Burma. She also warned that the 
charter faced rejection by the Philippine Congress 
when it comes up for ratification by parliaments 
ofthe 10 member states of Asean. 

‘On the eve of the signing of the charter, Ms Ar- 
royo warned Asean summit leaders: "The belief 
of the Filipino people and the Philippine 
Congress, as well as my own, is that those who 
will sign the charter agree to the objective, spirit 
and intent of establishing a human rights 
body—the full protection of human rights within 
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the Asean . . . With this in mind, the expectation 
of the Philippines is that if Myanmar signs the 
charter, it is committed to returning to the path of 
democracy and release Aung San Suu Kyi. Until 
the Philippine Congress sees that happen, it 
would find extreme difficulty in ratifying the 
Asean charter.” 

‘She later told reporters, “While we are pleased 
that we have incorporated language in the char- 
ter that advances human rights and democracy, 
we remain concerned that the forces of authori- 
tarianism still move rather slowly towards 
democracy in Myanmar.” 

The charter commits Asean members, including 
Burma, “to strengthen democracy, enhance good 
governance and the rule of law and to promote hu- 
тап rights and fundamental freedom.” Although 
the charter seeks to give Asean a legal identity with 
a framework of rules and calls for the establish- 
ment of a human rights body, it emasculates that 
body by not providing details or punitive measures 
for members breaching its rules. 

‘The charter shows that Asean intends to hold 
оп го its principles of non-interference and deci- 
sion-making by the elements that have inhibited 
‘Asean from putting effective pressure on the 
Burmese junta to move toward democracy. 

‘The tough Philippine position planted a land 
mine of stronger tensions between Manila and its 
key Asean partners over Burma, essentially on the 
principle of non-interference and decision by con- 
sensus. If Congress does not ratify the charter, it 
would plunge Asean into a crisis of credibility and 
unity. The charter must be ratified by ай 10 Asean 
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member countries before it can take effect. Given 
the more liberal democratic political culture of 
the Philippines and the independence of the Sen- 
ate, and the strong human rights inclinations of 
Philippine culture, we can see the explosive po- 
tential of Philippine non-ratification to fracture 
Asean solidari 

The summit decided on Monday to cancel Gam- 
barfs briefing after Burma's Prime Minister Thein 
Sein objected, saying that the crackdown in Burma 
was a "domestic thing," and that Burma was capa- 
ble of handling the situation by itself” Sein said 
Gambari should report only to the UN Security 
Council. Burma invoked the Asean principle of non- 
interference in the internal affairs of its members. 
‘This put Singapore on the spot as host and chair of 
the summit. Most Asean members were upset that. 
Singapore had invited Gambari to brief the summit 
without consulting them. 

The Philippines supported Singapore in the invi- 
tation. In the decision to cancel the briefing, Singa- 
porean Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, sai 
"Most leaders expressed the view that Myanmar 
could not go back or stay put. The process of nation- 
al reconciliation had to move forward and the UN 
should take a vital role in this process.” 

The Philippines and Singapore were overruled 
in the decision to cancel the briefing. Philippine 
officials asked: "If the charter is signed, what 
happens after that? Will they (Burma) continue 
to string us along as they have done in the past 10 
years?” 

in an effort to save face, Lee indicated that the 
cancellation should not be seen that Asean had 
caved in to Burmese pressure. He said the 
Burmese crisis should not detract from the signif- 
icance of the signing the charter as a “strategic 
move" toward deepening regional integration: 

The cancellation left a deep fissure in the 
‘Asean. President Arroyo planted the time bomb 
after getting a private briefing from Gambari, 
who told her “little progress” had been made in 
negotiating a political reconciliation in Burma. 


From kings to ‘managers in blue jeans’ 


"WHO'S THE MAN BEHIND YOU?" I ASKED OF 
the officers of the Siam Cement Group who had 
Joined us for lunch at the Guest House of the SCG 
headquarters in Bangkok. 

“He's King Rama VI," they replied, referring to 
one of a string of Siamese monarchs who had rec- 
ognized the need to bring their country in step 
with modernization and introduced vital re- 
forms. King Rama VI, who is depicted in his por- 
trait as a rather rotund individual with a receding 
hairline, clad in the full regalia of a military offi- 
cer, had ordered the founding of a cement compa- 
ny 94 years ago, fully aware that accelerating the 
development of his country demanded a steady, 
reliable supply of building materials, foremost of 
which was cement. The king was therefore the 
founder of SCG, which is today, as its company 
promotional material states, “a leading industrial 
conglomerate in Asean, comprising five core 
businesses focused on chemicals, paper, cement, 
building materials, and distribution.” 

While it is now a publicly-held company, SCG 
still maintains ties with the Thai royal family, 
since approximately 30 percent of shares are held 
by the Bureau of the Crown Property. 

The original cement plant was constructed and 
managed for many years by Danish engineers. In 
fact, the Guest House where our media group from 
the Philippines was hosted for lunch, was the resi- 
dence of the first Danish engineers. Its a European 
style structure, with dark wooden shutters and а 
gleaming wooden floor that stands in the midst of 
а garden and near a wooden temple or wat that 
had been built to receive King Bhumibol during a 
visit to SCG on the occasion of the company's SOth 
anniversary. Apart from the Guest House, the only 
relic of the company’s beginnings is the 
smokestack of the old, inoperable plant, visible in 
the distance from the company headquarters. 
TODAY, SCG is in the hands of an entirely Thai 
management, headed by president and CEO 
Kan ‘Trakulhoon, whom The Nation has 
dubbed a “CEO in blue jeans,” for his penchant 
for wearing blue jeans during informal compa- 
ny functions. 

SCG is also aggressively pursuing an active 
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presence in the Southeast Asian market, includ- 
ing the Philippines. Chaovalit Ekabut, president 
of SCG Paper, recalled that 30 or 40 years ago, 
its management first decided to diversify its in- 
terests, going into paper, chemicals, building 
materials and distribution, aside from cement. 
Inthe Philippines, SCG has investments in Unit- 
ed Pulp and Paper Co. (UPPC), after buying out 
its partner Phinma in 2003; Mariwasa Siam Ce- 
ramics Inc.; CPAC Monier Philippines, a manu- 
facturer and distributor of high quality con- 
crete roof tiles, fitting and accessories; and SCT, 
atrading company. 

Both UPPC and Mariwasa are market lead- 
ers in their field and, with the other firms, 
comprise a total of P10 billion. 
ating a total revenue of P7. 

Aside from the Philippines, SCG is also pre- 
sent in Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia and In- 
dia. 

The scale of SCG investment in Vietnam and 
Cambodia, said Ekabut, is much larger than in. 
the Philippines because, first of all, "we al- 
ready had a production base in your country." 
While in Vietnam and Cambodia, "we are just 
starting" and faced with the need to build ba- 
sicinfrastructure. 

FOUR “core values" underlie SCG's way of doing 
business, we were told time and again in the 
course of our sessions with SCG executives: ad- 
herence to fairness, belief in the value of the indi 

vidual, concern for social responsibility, and dedi- 
cation to excellence. 

We had a chance to view for ourselves one of 
‘SCG's corporate social responsibility projects when 
‘we visited Wat Po Sri Su Kha Ram School, which 
SCG Paper supports. In accordance with company 


guidelines, the school was chosen as a beneficiary 
Because it lies within a five-kilometer radius of the 
WangSala Complex, which houses the paper mill of 
SCG Papers Kraft Industry Ltd. Children of many 
mill employees likewise go to school there. 

We were shown the new library refurbished 
and furnished by SCG, as well as the new child 
development center, while being entertained 
with traditional Thai music and dances by the 
students. In addition, SCG also supports a lunch 
feeding program, as well as scholarships for de- 
serving student 

The same principle holds in SCG locations 

abroad. In the Philippines, said UPPC vice presi- 
dent Suchai Korprasertsri, the company conducts 
CSR activities in the area within a five-kilometer 
radius of the UPPC plant in Calumpit, Bulacan. 
Misfrancia Balagtas of UPPC recalled some activi- 
ties, including medical and dental missions and 
even a training session for future hairdressers 
conducted by noted hair stylist and beauty salon 
mogul Ricky Reyes. 
SCG executives are also justifiably proud of the 
company’s environmental record. At the 
WangSala Complex, the quality promotion 
manager noted that “our production in- 
creased even as our water consumption has 
decreased.” The plant also putin place a water 
treatment and recycling facility which drasti- 
cally reduces the amount of effluents flowing 
back into a nearby river. 

Company executives and employees are 
drafted into regular environmental protection 
projects, among them the building of “check 
dams,” small earth, stone and wooden dams 
designed to slow, if not eliminate, water flow- 
ing down denuded mountainsides. 

Being a paper company, SCG Paper is also 
aware of the need to conserve trees, leading it 
to manage tree plantations (of mainly euca- 
Iyptus trees) to create a ready source of raw 
material. Nevertheless, about 70 percent of its 
paper is sourced from waste paper, “which 
makes us the largest paper recycler in our 
country,” said Yunyong Puttaipipat, managing 
director of the plant. 


The Pinoy who would be white 


IN THE PAST TWO YEARS, THERE HAVE BEEN 
‘commemorations of the 60th anniversary of the 
establishment of diplomatic relations between 
the Philippines and a number of countries, like 
the United States, Japan and France. These coun- 
tries, together with Germany, Great Britain, Bel- 
gium and China, had consulates in Manila even in 
the 19th century, when the Philippines was still a 
Spanish colony. There was something almost 
magical that happened when, after World War Il, 
the United States finally decided to recognize the 
independence of the Philippines, transforming it 
into a free and independent nation capable of 
handling its own internal and foreign affairs. 

Because there were a number of commemora- 
tions with different countries, it was normal to go 
deeper into history in an attempt to outdo each oth- 
erin finding a link beyond the establishment of for- 
mal diplomatic relations. Of course, no country can. 
beat China, whose relationship with the Philippines 
goes back a thousand years as evidenced by Tang 
period (9th century A.D.) ceramics in our archeo- 
logical record, but then itis still worth а try. 

Last June, with the encouragement of French 
Ambassador Gerard Chesnel, a symposium was 
held at the Ateneo de Manila School of Social Sci- 
'ences on Philippine-French relations that brought 
together academics and even descendants of early 
French settlers in the Philippines. In his opening 
address, Chesnel traced the relationship between 
France and the Philippines all the way to the 
French sailors in the ill-fated Magellan expedition 
of 1521. One can only speculate if these French- 
men died in the waters of Mactan during the en- 
counter with Lapu-lapu, or whether they were tak- 
en prisoner and later sold to Chinese traders as 
slaves. Ithas been a standing joke between me and 
Tourism Secretary Ace Durano, who hails from Ce- 
bu, that he should work double-time to make up 
for the killing of our first tourists by Lapu-lapu. 

Last Wednesday, a symposium was held at the 


LOOKING 
BACK 


Ambeth R. 
Ocampo 


National Museum tracing the relations between 
the Philippines and Italy. It dawned on me that 
Italy fared better than France, because the chroni- 
cler of the Magellan expedition was the Italian An- 
tonio Pigafetta. But then if you go back to the four 
earliest manuscripts of the Pigafetta account of 
Magellan’s voyage, you would be surprised to note 
that three are in French and the only one in Italian. 
happens to be in an obscure Venetian dialect. 

When asked to name Italian primary sources on 
Philippine history, two names come to mind: first, 
of course, is Pigafetta who visited the Visayas in 
1521, and then Giovanni Francesco Gemelli 
Сагеп, who visited Manila from May to June 1696. 
The works of both are filled with obscure but inter- 
esting details about geography, language, the ap- 
pearance and customs of the people they encoun- 
tered, fruits, animals, flora and fauna. While Pi- 
gafetta was a pioneer, Careri had recourse to earli- 
er travel accounts of the Philippines and it is be- 
lieved that һе lifted from these works, particularly 
"Labor evangelica" (Madrid, 1663) by the Jesuit 
Francisco Colin. Nevertheless, Careri makes fasci- 
nating reading, especially with his detailed de- 
scription of Spanish Manila. 

Over the years, I have fed this column from 
travel accounts of the Philippines by foreigners. 1 
wonder if it would be useful someday to turn the 
tables around. Instead of learning about the 
Philippines from the eyes of foreigners, wouldn't 
it be just as engaging to learn about foreign coun- 
tries through the eyes of early Filipino travelers? 


One rich source is the well-raveled Jose Rizal 
who was a compulsive diarist. Then there are his 
contemporaries: Antonio and Juan Luna, Marce- 
loH. del Pilar and Mariano Ponce whose writings 
are usually mined for material on the propaganda 
‘movement in Spain rather than their impressions 
of the countries they visited. The great cities of 
the world are covered—London, Paris, Madrid 
and even New York— but Italy seems underrepre- 
sented even if it was, then as now, a prime tourist 
destination. 

‘One of the early Filipino travel accounts is that 
of a secular priest named Villafranca who was in 
Rome in the 19th century. He narrated his visit to 
St. Peter's at a time when the Pope was being car- 
ried around in a sedan. While dispensing bless- 
ings on the crowd, the Pope noticed the priest 
with brown skin and Filipino features, and thus 
же have an early face-to-face encounter between 
a Pinoy and the Pope. 

Then as now, there were travelers and OFWs in 
Europe. One can only wish that Filipinos will 
keep a journal rather than text or talk about their 
impressions. A written record would enrich our 
perspective today. 

For example, Mateo de los Angeles was sent to 
Spain in the 18th century as caretaker of an albi- 
no deer from the Philippines, sent as a present to 
the King of Spain. The king placed both the vena- 
do blanco and its keeper in Buen Retiro, the royal 
reserve. De los Angeles eventually married, re- 
turned to the Philippines and fought on the Span- 
ish side when the British sacked Manila. As re- 
ward for his services to the crown, he petitioned 
the king for a special favor: he wanted to be de- 
clared, by royal decree, as a white person. 

Now this is but one of many obscure tales that 
can form part of President Macapagal-Arroyo's 
talking points for her forthcoming visit to Spain. 


‘Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo.edut 
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Anthro at 90 


WHILE THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES IS GEAR- 
ing for its centennial next year, the anthropology depart- 
ment, one of the smallest in the university system, has been 
quietly observing its 90th anniversary. At 90, the department 
just might be the oldest in Asia; until recently, many docu- 
‘ments would mention the anthropology department of the 
University of Calcutta as the earliest, but it was established 
in 1921, four years 

after UP's anthropol- 
ogy department. 

Not being a prod- 
uct of UPS anthro- 
pology department, I 
knew very little 
about its history. But 
while serving as the. 
department's chair 
for the last six years (and in for another three, condolences 
accepted), I have realized that even some of the older mem- 
bers of the faculty, themselves UP anthropology graduates, 
only have sketchy recollections of its history. 

Tt took one of our younger faculty members, Carlos Tatel, 
to pursue a history of the department, which was only appro- 
priate since he did his undergraduate work in history. Dig he 
did, plowing through often dusty old university catalogues, 
minutes of meetings and mimeographed hand-outs, to re- 
construct the department’ history. He still continues to pore 
through other files, now expanding his interest to a history of 
anthropology itself in the Philippines and sending excited 
texts whenever he discovers something new. 

Tve reviewed several drafts of Tate's history and although it 
still has to be finalized, I thought I should share parts of our ear- 
ly history because it offers fascinating insights into Philippine 
history itself and, in particular, the US colonial period. This is 
my way, too, of “inaugurating” a series of articles around an- 
thropology in the Philippines for which Tm going to shameless- 
iy appeal to older UP graduates to send me their recollections of 
talking anthropology subjects, perhaps even of the entire degree 
program. Better still, if they have memorabilia from the depart- 
ment (photographs will do), we would love to borrow them for 
an exhibit next year. Write me at: michael.tan@up.eduph. 

Colonial agenda 

The first anthropology subject taught at UP was Anthro- 
pology 1, General Anthropology, first offered in 1914 and 
still being taught today. The course was handled by Н. Otley 
Beyer, who had been recruited by UP from the Bureau of Sci- 
ence. 

Beyer was one of many young Americans who had been 
lured to the Philippines with its promise of uncharted new 
territories. He stayed for the rest of his life in the Philippines, 
marrying a woman from Ifugao. 

Beyer taught this new anthropology course as a faculty 
member of the history department. He had 17 students in his 
first class (that’s the kind of detail historians uncover), in- 
cluding Marcelo Tangco, who would succeed Beyer as de- 
partment chair when the later retired in 1954. 

Beyer continued his work with the Bureau of Science and 
the Philippine Museum, which allowed him access to infor- 
mation and resources that could be used in his Anthropology 
1. And here lies the colonial agenda: the US government en- 
couraged ethnological (cultural) research as a key to under- 
standing the people in their new colony. 

‘An anthropology department at UP was inevitable, In 
1917, a separate department was formed, with Beyer as its 
head. He had two faculty members: Encarnacion Gonzaga 
and Cecilio Lim. 

The new department offered 15 subjects. Two of the sub- 
jects were taught directly under the supervision of the secre- 
tary of the interior (our loose equivalent today would be the 
secretary of the interior and local government) and was in- 
tended to train people to work with “non-Christian peoples 
of the Philippines,” again the largely unexplored (and un- 
conquered) populations of the Philippines. The two courses 
were “The Social and Economic Life of the Mountain Peoples 
of the Philippines” and “The Government of Primitive Peo- 

les." 
P The deparment also offered courses in linguisties, cultur: 
al anthropology, archaeology and physical anthropology. 
There were two physical anthropology courses: “Racial 
Anatomy of the Philippine Peoples” and "Research in Crimi- 
nal Anthropology.” 

‘The names of the courses tell you where anthropology was 
coming from. Philippine anthropology, in those early formative 
years, carried an American perspective, which was in tum 
based on 19th-century evolutionist theories about societies 
moving from “savagery” to “barbarism” to “civilization.” Even 
more importantly, such concepts dovetailed with their ideas 
about racial superiority and inferiority: the darker the skin, the 
more “primitive,” with the White Man's Burden being to guide 
the more backward races toward civilization. 

Foresight 

I now include vignettes from the department history in all 
the courses Iteach. I don't see itas а "dark past.” Beyer and oth- 
er Americans, who pioneered in the the American University of 
the Philippines (the original name of UP), were products of 
their times and we still have to credit them for opening up new 
‘opportunities to look into cultures of the Philippines. 

А 1918 description of the anthropology departments of- 
ferings resonates with foresight in the way it looked at an- 
thropology as “a broad foundation for advanced work in all 
subjects dealing with human society . . . as well as a basic 
training preparatory to the professional study of Law and 
Government, Education, and Business Administration. Cer- 
tain courses are also of special value in connection with the 
professional study of Medicine, Public Welfare Work, Mil 
tary Science, etc.” 

Today the anthropology department is one of the university's 
most active providers of service courses for non-anthropology 
majors. We also have more masteral and doctoral students than 
undergraduates, people from ай fields—from NGOs to church 
ministries who see anthropology as providing new lenses for 
their profession. The anthropology graduates themselves? Tve 
bumped into them in government offices, in local and interna- 
tional NGOs, in the United Nations system, in hospitals (es doc- 
tors), in theater groups and film outfits. 

Two weekends ago during a curricular review, the depart- 
ment decided to retain the course "The Social and Economic 
Life of the Mountain Peoples of the Philippines.” Carlos Tatel 
argued for keeping the course name, more as a historian, 
with an element of sentimiento, while Nestor Castro, another 
young (sort of) professor, said that rather than looking at 
“mountain peoples” as a pejorative term like “primitive,” we 
might want to look at it in a more positive light, representing 
resistance to colonialism and lowlander culture, as well as an 
ability to survive and adapt. 

‘Ar 90, the department is still a work ín progress, and I'm 
encouraged working with anthropologists who see the past 
as an exciting window to the future. If we could just project 
that ethos to the way we work as a nation, we just might be 
able to move forward. 
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лаи OPINION . FRIDAY NOVEMBER 207, 
Walkways as means to save huma. Asean: a social club and a bunch of ninnies 


EVEN THOUGH PRESIDENT MACAPA- bedome a member because “construc- 
WITH THE PETROLEUM PRICES GOING Manuela Mall-Shangri-La Mall-SM Mega- із ironic gal-Arroyo made some belated noises tive engagement" might result in re- 
wp and the problem of pollution getting mall-Robinsons Galleria-La Salle Green- that the Met during the recent Asean summit, threat- forming that dictetorship's brutal be- 
worse, our government should encour- hills in Ortigas and Emerald Avenue  politan Manila De- ening that the Philippines would not rati- havior toward its people has not 
age our people to walk more often or to where a lot of offices are located? Or if we velopment Authority is implementing the fythe Asean charter unless Burma (Myan- worked. None of the feckless Asean, 
age our people O һете in Metro Manila, can connect the MRT-GMA station to all color coding scheme and providing for U- mar) was brought to heel, the organiza- members plucked up enough courage 
I think our government should build the government agencies in East Avenue turn slots to help improve traffic in Metro tion nevertheless emerged once again asa this time to tell the generals just howe 
more covered elevated walkways that алд around the Quezon City circle. Manila while building more roads to ac- feckless grouping. uncivilized they are by killing their} 
Connect schools, office establishments How about building a covered walk- commodate more cars. Iwatched former Asean Secretary Gen- protesting monks and students. Nor did! 
Connect schools, effe establishments way connecting the streets (that easily get I suggest that we rechannel the funds eral Rodolfo Severino being interviewed they forcefully remind them that Aung, 
‘vated walkways connecting Glorietta all flooded when it rains) around the Univer- for new roads to allow us to build elevat- over the BBC; mealy-mouthed perfor- San Suu Kyi was duly elected as Burma's ` 
the way to Rufino Street and Cubao's sity of Santo ‘Tomas and other schools ed walkways that would help people mance made my toes curl. He never an- leader in 1990 and that her continued 
LREMRT "connection" are good exam- along the University Belt to the LRT? An reach their destination faster and save on swered questions directly about the detention simply points to the regime's 
ples. elevated walkway would keep pedestri- gasoline. Burmese junta’s recent vile behavior to- illegality. 
Imagine how much gasoline we can ans from rain and scorching sun and even —CIARACHUA, ward its citizens, obviously preferring to ‘The recent Singapore summit merel 
save if people walk around the area of flood. ата chua@yahoo.com sound “diplomatic” by not criticizing that showed the world how truly useless Asean 
ў ^ 2 - vile regime. is as they continue to hold their yearly par- 
Who are responsible for the bombings in Metro Manila? Severino personifies the rest of the tes, while telling the United Nations and 
Asean members by displaying such pusil- the West to chill out because it's still not. 
UP TO THIS POINT, WE DON'T KNOW ing and we should take into consideration responsible for those dastardly crimes. lanimous spinelessness. time for some of its members to have total. 
the mastermind(s) of the bombing that the possibility that the people behind it Al I am asking is: What is the govem- „Ever since its inception in 1967, Asean freedom. They apparently dont mind- 
Шей four people, including Rep. Wahab might just be taking a rest and biding ments immediate plan of action to effec. has promised much and delivered litle. looking like a bund) ofninnies in a dyna; 
‘Akbar, at the House of Representatives their time to launch another attack. tively address and avert such threats and Today its mainly a social club in which ic region that could be a respected group- ,. 
last Nov. 13. We also do not know themo- Another point: we have seen lots of ensure that there will be no more bomb- members get ‘together each year to sweet- ingin the world community. à 
tive behind the crime and what the mas- bombings in Metro Manila and yet it ings in the future? talk each other about economic and cul- —ISABEL ESCODA, 
termind(s) would do next. seems, until now, that we have yet to come —VANESSAKARENT.FAJARDO, tural cooperation. Hong Kong, 
Tagree that the bombing is very alarm- up with clear-cut answers as to who were vanessa ktf@yahoo.com Allowing a nasty entity like Burma to isabelescoda@yahoo.com 


Heroes in the House 


THE BOMBING AT THE BATASANG PAM- 
ee eg oe LE bansa building produced more heroes than 


heels among Filipinos. It also showed that the 
House of Representatives as an institution is 
indeed full of honorable men and women: Dr. 
Janet Garin, Sonny Angara, Joel Villanueva, 
Darlene Antonino-Custodio and many more. 
‘These distinguished lawmakers have proven 
themselves not only in the four comers of their 
august chamber but also in a time of need, dur- 
ing the critical hours immediately after the» 
bombing. They are not only statesmen and 
stateswomen but also modern-day champions. 
So were the other men and women who in one 
way or another gave their all to save human 
lives and helped keep the situation in control. ~ 
Just like the Glorietta explosion, the bomb- 
ing at the House proved that as a people, we, 
are capable of setting aside whatever political 
Double Storm System or other biases we have and of rekindling the 
less tangle for a better wash old bayanihan spirit. d 
As the saying goes, kayang-kaya kung sama- 
sama. And this was confirmed in those times of” 
crisis 
Let's hope that the spirit of community and ‘ 
cooperation among us Filipinos would come 
alive not only during tragedies but also in nor- 
mal day to day events, for the best interest and * 
welfare of the nation. Maybe, it's high time for‘ 
us to really put politics and even ideological in- 
terests aside and work side by side, hand in 
hand for national progress and development. 
We have but one country. We are but one 
people. Together, we can only go forward, to- 
ward advancement and growth. 
—LEONARDO KIRKI. GALANZA, 
lkirkgalanzaGyahoo.com 2 


Grateful to Angara 
for law on seniors 


THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO HONESTO GENER- è 
al's column on "Angara's concern for the elder- 
ly.” (Quien, 10/24/07) 

Tam a senior citizen and I have nothing but /* 
gratitude for Sen. Edgardo Angara after he au- 
thored the Senior Citizens Law. 

The Angara Law saves us from having to hag- K 
gle every time we buy our groceries and 
medicines, or every time we ride a public trans- 
port. (And please note that haggling is not a 
practice in our malls and shopping centers.) 

Prior to this law, people thought that a retired 
senior citizen may go around town spending 
their pensions or just stay home and wait forthe 
remittances of their OFW children. Senior citi 
zens were classified as pensionado and, sadly for» 
some, a pabigat (burden) to their children. 

But such is not the case anymore with the.) 
Angara Law. The law did not just give us a 20. 
percent discount. It has elevated our stature in 
Society. It reminds people of our important, 
contributions to society, of the services we ren-, 
dered during our younger days and the reason 
we deserve "reward for a job well done,” to, A 
borrow the words of General. nd 

if anything, the Senior Citizens Law has giv- 
еп us back our well-earned self-respect. 

—RAFAELG. LORENZO, 
314 Nanirahan St., 
Mabini. Rizal, Mandaluyong City > 


Alarming demand 
is call for anarchy 


“WITH MALICE TOWARDS NONE, WITH 
charity for all, with firmness on the right..." i 
(Thomas Paine's “Common Sense") i a 
uf It is the right and duty of every Filipino who |, 
imagine the sheer pleasure of purer living values democratic ideals to be heard and ће" 
counted in light of the raging controversy be- 
The codi tough of patton billowing in the wind, The smell of the sun, The knowledge. setting our country today. id 
your laundry wil emerge untangleri, thanks to the opposing water jets that make Very alarming indeed was the demand of 
for а powerfii yet damage-free wash. You'T'be amazed at how much enjoyment certain groups of Filipinos calling for the resig. ' 
you get out ofthe Double Storm System. Plus, the Samsung Siver Wash releases n. Ki ae ара and 
biona of aor lone fe the wash to keep your stones sanfizad and odor tes Pere ndiher an apologia nora factotum ofthe 
for up to a month. it’s the ittie powerful innovations that meka а big difíerenos. President. 1 am but an ordinary citizen whose in-" + 
With Samsung's new washing machines, it’s not that hard io imagine. terest is the welfare of the country and its people. i 
www, samsung.com/ph ‘found the demand for President Arroyo's resig- п! 
nation myopic, lacking in wisdom and detrimen- 
tal to the best interest of the country. = i I 
‘The demand for the resignation of President, 
Q 4 Dow" Stdrrn Mio at this time i a call for uncertainty am- 
biguity anarchy and mob rule; a call for the dis- 
continuation of the good things achieved in the 
fields of economy and international diplomacy. 
Should the Filipinos be drawn again to ал-, 
other Edsa Revolution? What if the change 
that the groups envision fails to materialize? " 
‘What wc ye the next option? 
dosing ona oun! spe TOLL FREE 1-800-108AMBUNG tori rtv 28a te Dit. oaii behe ао ТОА, 
board member, 2nd district, 
Sangguniang Panlalawigan 
ngBatangas, Provincial Capitol, 
Batangas City 
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‘Text us your feedback: Inquirer atn name/age/ety/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) Assistant Editor Tony Bergonia. 
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Panlilio brings fight to keep g'o 3 


control of quarrying to DOJ RINT. 


asp control of millions : 
DO—Pampanga Gov. н Е ү of pesos in income with 
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1 provincial t 
partment of Justice to B XI ASER PRINTERS 


CA FRE lo, : x б > 
declare a new quarry Pasep Enjoy the impressive quality 
ordinance in the pro- 1 Dni j ЖЫ to the Department performance of a Konica Minolta 
vince as “unconstitu- Sn т F, Посе, cma laser printer, and go shopping! 
tional and illegal.” ы > А 

аш с б э - à b For every purchase of a Konica 
The Catholic priest-governor г à Ў 4 Е ? Minolta Magicolor laser printer, 
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provincial government from taxes. Oped З » m j e ча ишы 
оп Mt. Pinatubo's sand and to up- 
hold national laws that prescribe. 


a graft-prone collection system. ma: gi color“ | 
Trip to DOJ . © NG E „2500W f 
He filed the 34-page appeal be- $ 5ppm color, 
fore the DOJ in Manila at 11 a.m., i 3 , 20pm b&w, A4 
accompanied by his lawyers € Ms 
Charlie Yalung, Wilfredo Untalan FREE P2,000 
and Christopher Ryan Tan. and his son Mark in their stints as ers and perform such duties and ronment and Natural Resources SM Gift Certificate 
He personally submitted a governors. The amount was P9 functions as provided for by the Order No. 96-04 when it gave “The Jaw is 
сору of the appeal as well as its million short of the P106 million Local Government Code of 1991 private persons in the municipal 
annexes to Justice Secretary Raul the МАРС collected in 2001. and all other laws. He has to pro- and provincial quarry association 1 hi " 
Gonzalez. The annexes include Panlilio sought the DOJ'sinter- tect the general welfare of the governmental powers. clear that P 43,500.00" icolor* 
comparative reports on quarry vention a few weeks after the province and its inhabitants, That Не said this provision must be е — magicoior 
collections by the Lapid adminis- provincial board overrode his ve- isadutytheappellanthassolemn- voided because it “usurps the only the E 2480MF 
tration, Natural Resources Devel- to ofthe ordinance on Oct. 15. ly swor to and committed to up- powers and functions under the nek 1 9 сору, print, scan, A4 
opment Corp. (NRDC) and the Вис forced by the ordinance hold,” Panlilio sald in his appeal. jurisdiction of the [DENR secre- provincial iy 
Panlilio administration. to implement it, he issued an tary] through the Mines and Geo- Ve 


Ordinance No. 176, which the executive order creating a body No hearings sciences Bureau and the regional governor Ws 
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Pampanga Mayors league pro- to draft the ordinance's imple- He said Guiao and the provin- director as delegated to the office 
posed, came as Panlilio introduced menting rules. cial board filed to observe the ofthe govemorand the Provindal py ayy 
feforms in the regulatory system. In the case, the appellees are mandatory requirements of public Mining Regulatory Board.” 

While retaining the P150-ad- Vice Gov. Joseller Guiao, Board hearings in enacting the ordinance Тһе requirement of the may- 1 
ministrative fee and PlSO-tax Members Crisostomo Garbo, that, he noted, was essentially a ors on quarry operators to obtain CANCEL, icolor* P 49,500.00* 
per truckload of sand, the capi- Catalina  Bagasina, Тагсісіо tax ordinance because it increased . certificate of accreditation ren- ki magico! Or н 
fol has collected P97.410 mil. Halili, „Ceferino Laus, Arthur the extraction fee, abolished the “ders the quarry permits issued by T€VOKE... 2490MF Г: 
lion from June 29 to Nov.21;  'Salalila; Edna David, Ricardo administrative fee and prescribed the governor for five hectares copy, print, scan, {i 

Lus Na Yabut, Johhny Quiambao, Nel- a mechanism for collection. and below and by the MGB for quarry Fax, A4 
Good collection son Calara and Nilo Caballa. He said the ordinance was in five hectares and up “inutile and b 

This amountexceeded the col- “It is the mandate of the appel- conflict with the Philippine Min- useless, he said. Tonette Oreja, permits...’ 
Jections in three and half years lantasgovemoroftheprovinceof ing Actof 1995 (Republic Act No. Inquirer Central Luzon and FREE P4,000 
under Sen. Manuel “Lito” Lapid Pampanga, to exercise such pow- 7942) and Department of Envi- Leila Salaverria, in Manila SM Gift Certificate 
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By Joey А. Gabieta and Jhunnex Napallacan к : d | ЧЧ от В FREE P5,000 
Inquirer Visayas i 1 X SM Gift Certificate 


CEBU CITY--IYPHOON “LANDO” DA- 2 EI | FLUR 1 Papar Tray 
maged some P21 million worth of infras- 1 
tructure, crops and pieces of property in 
Central and Eastern Visayas. Sx. » А icol 
The Regional Disaster Coordinating E |, magicoior 
Council in Central Visayas (RDCC 7), in its : д 7450 
report released Thursday, said ће Depart- 30 ppm color, baw, АЗ 
ment of Public Works and Highways esti- 
mated that the regiori-wide damage to in- үү: à 
frastructure cost P17.56 million. 4 d FREE P10,000 
However, the RDCGreport did not identi- Я Я E 
fy the damaged infrastructure and their lo- SM Conte 
cations. DEA 
The RDCC said. DPWH sent teams to 
clear all. roads blocked by landslides, in- 
cluding the highway linking Cebu City to 
Balamban town. - 
In, Cebu: City alone, Lando destroyed i i 
M ene E e E A promise of better things to come. 
„toads and crops, said Cebü City Councilor 
Gerardo Carillo, chair of the Cebu City Dis- "um jonwide sani 
олы ie Teis a testimony of Asia United Bank's commitment to serve Nationwide reach. Nationwide service. 
Carillo said the typhoon destroyed sever- " 
a Ma E and roads d when it opened at the height of the 1997 Asian financial crisis SM City -North EDSA 9269141 
well as plantations of flowers, vegetables -Las Pi 11-5130 
vp e Se abe re rines er dus уык нон. pesi den en 
At least 12 houses were destroyed, also Y 
dueto landslides, he said. چک‎ EE E ت‎ йе RE bank SM City - Sta. Mesa 714-6149 
The Cebu City roads that need rehabilita- SM City - Manila 524-3973 


tion include those in barangays Sapang- У 
daku, Kalunasan, Buhisan, Babag, Busay SM City - Sucat 829-2584 


and Pamutan. k and still expanding t reach out more to you. SM Megamall 635-9080 
On Tuesday, the Cebu City council de- Festival Mall - Alabang 809-5475 
clared a state of calamity and preparedness 


and allocated P37.5 million for the rehabili- Because it is our symbol of commitment that made us your bank of choice. Sta, Lucia Mall -Cainta 681-7371 


tation and purchase of heavy equipment. | 4 ‚| Tutuban Center Mall 252-5358 
Cebu City Councilor Sylvan Jakosalem y 


qup pU Cen m P j : Park Square -Makati 857-1705 
weather tracking system after the Philip- б YEARS ыы 44 | Robinsons - Manila 524-2572 
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astro- Cheated : wee! ааа | Harrison Plaza 524-3975 


Ll Decade of Excellence Alimall - Cubao 421-9962 
issued alate advisory last Monday. А у, T EU P 
City officials lamented that because Pag- & Beyond! v aco - Manila 5 
asa's storm advisory came late, the city was Other branches 526-7152 

not able to prepare for the storm. 3 

Jakosalem said the city’s storm tracking a ‘On-site service provider by 
and warning system would be based initial- Û " Se Р Bank А 
ly оп online Internet data and satellite im- j Asia United Вап COPYVLANDIA 
ages. The Cebu City government might buy The Bahk of Choice The Total Document Solutions Provider 
оеша мое Soe, i: RSEN Per DTHNCR Рат No, 5046 Serios 2007 
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GENERAL SANTOS CITY—PILOTS ENCOUN- 
tering trouble in their aircraft during night 
flights should skip the General Santos Intera- 
tional Airport (GSCIA) here and find other air- 
ports to make emergency landings on. 

The local Air ‘Transportation Office 
(ATO) announced that there will be no 
more emergency landings at night for all 
types of aircraft at the GSCIA as a result of 
the pilferage of its lights and electric wires. 

Nathaniel Nazareno, airport manager, 
said instead of helping planes in distress, 
making emergency landings at the GSCIA 
during night time might just spell disaster. 

The reason: The runway would not be 
visible from above. 

Nazareno said the lighting facilities of 
the runway had been disabled by thieves, 
who have been preying on the electrical 
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- Across the МАТОМ 
Thieves stop night 
flights in GenSan 


wires and the lighting bulbs. 

The first of such thefts, which immediately 
rendered the lights useless, was on Oct. 31. 

Nazareno said earlier this week, police au- 
thorities finally caught up with some of the 
suspected thieves—four minors—who tried to 
steal the runway's lighting bulbs and wires. 

He said during follow-up operations, the 
police also recovered some of the stolen 
electrical wires from the suspects’ houses. 

Nazareno said the damage wrought by 
the pilferage of the airport's lighting system 
was valued at P1 million. 

He said it would take a long time before 
the system could be fully restored. 

“It would take a long time before passen- 
ger private and military aircraft could use the 
GenSan airport during night time,” Nazareno 
said, Aquiles Zonio, Inquirer Mindanao 


эр 


ALEXANDER i 


GREAT ALEXANDER 


GREAT SOUND. GREAT DESIGN. ШШ 


MOVIE BUFF BUNDLE ^ 


Get a Flat TU ai 


0% interest fer 12 months 


S 
© interest 


Usa your AIG, Bankard, BDO, BPI, Citibank, Equitable PCI, HSBC, Metrobank, Standard Chartered 
ог Unionbank credit card, and you can атай of the 0% interest scheme for 12 whole months!” 


ALEXANDER 


Addl PSS9 and got а БЙЗ Player 


* for every purchase of a Sharp 21" or 29" Flat TV. 


== 
Add P8008 and gota 
Skare Home Theater System™ 


"for every purchase of a Sharp 29" Flat TV oniy. 


Promo Period: Oolober 28 o December 31, 2007 at psrisitng SHARP cute ation, Suniect 1o bark approval. Ассо eect cars may vary par out, Sea Ayers for dats. DTHNCR Peri No, 5442. Sarias of 2007. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2007 


s 
23€ 


AIRES NUR nj 
"uec exe ee ee 


NERO ESUS ORSETAINGURER SOUTHERN LUZON 


^j ON THE MOVE 
Residents of several towns in Albay had to move 
‘out of their homes in anticipation of Typhoon 
“Mina.” Soldiers were sent to guard some 
evacuation centers to secure the evacuees. 


Mar Roxas meet 
with LGUs sets 
tone for 2010 


DAVAO CITY—THE SMELL OF PRESIDEN- 
tial elections wafted through a gathering of 
Visayas and Mindanao leaders here on Sun- 
day with one of the personalities whose name 
was constantly being mentioned as a 2010 
contender, Sen. Manuel Araneta Roxas Ш. 

During the meeting, Roxas said ће coun- 
try was in а bad shape, like a patient in an 
intensive care unit (ICU). 

“If the patient is in ICU, it was important, 
that the doctors and nurses be specific in 
what they would do,” the senator said. 

“You just can't tell the patient T wish you 
would be well.’ Talk is useless.” 

A statement from Roxas’ office said there 
was nothing unusual about the conference 
because the senator simply wanted to help 
map out the economic development agen- 
da of the two regions. 

‘The two-hour meeting, held at the Marco 
Polo Hotel here, was attended by Mayor Ro- 
drigo Duterte, Cebu City Mayor Tomas Osme- 
ña, Mandaue City Mayor Jonas Cortez and 
Cagayan de Oro Vice Mayor Vicente Emano. 

Also present was former Presidential As- 
sistant for Mindanao Paul Dominguez. 

During the meeting, Roxas pointed how 
the Visayas and Mindanao regions have been 
left out in the national development plan. 

He said he was trying to change this 
through a series of consultations—with the 
help of local executives—for the formula- 
tion of a “focused and sustainable plan and 
checklist for the people.” 

“As we look to 2010 and beyond, as we 
Jookat our country, we want to actually have 
an agenda, a checklist, that we will say this 
is what development ought to be, this is 
what actions, projects and programs ought 
to be, and this is what we will be doing for 
ош people in the coming years,” Roxas said. 

As the next elections draw near, local 
leaders agreed it was important to have a 
development agenda that they said will re- 
ally answer the needs of the people of 
Visayas and Mindanao. Jeffrey M. Tupas, 
Inquirer Mindanao 


Bacoor turns over 
P85-M tax to gov't 


By Marlon Ramos. 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


TRECE MARTIRES CITY—THE PROVINCIAL 
government has finally received after two 
years its share of nearly P85 million in taxes 
generated by the municipality of Bacoor. 

Newly elected Bacoor Mayor Edwin 
“Strike” Revilla handed over the amount, 
representing real property tax and special 
education fund tax, to Gov. Erineo “Ayong” 
Maliksi in simple rites held at the capitol 
| grounds here last week. 

The Bacoor treasurer's office had earlier 
refused to remit the money as an offshoot 
of political animosity between then Mayor 
Jessie Castillo and Maliksi. 

Castillo, who lost in his congressional bid 
| in the first district of the province in the 
| May polls, is a known supporter of former 
Vice Gov. Johnvic Remulla, Maliksi's 
staunchest political opponent. 

Instead of remitting the money, Castillo 
deposited it in a private bank in Bacoor. 
This prompted Leilani Grimares, the 
provincial legal officer, to file criminal and 
administrative charges against Castillo. 

On Sept, 14, 2006, Imus Regional Trial 
Court Judge Aurelio Icasiano directed 
Castillo to entrust the funds to the provin- 
cial government, but the former mayor 
refused. 

“The release of this fund was long over- 
due,” Alda Lou Cabrera, provincial informa- 


tion officer. told the INouinEr on Monday. 
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vues novemer a, 207 Across the MATION wem Lo 
North Cotabato 
to sue PNOC for 
Mt. Apo intrusion 


KIDAPAWAN CITY—THE ronmental code,” he said. 
provincial government of North Mt. Apo is a protected area 
Cotabato is suing the Philippine under national and local laws. 
National Ой Со. (PNOC) forthe Sacdalan said the provincial 
alleged illegal expansion of its government will also use the 
geothermal drilling operations memorandum of agreement 
inside Mt. Apo, the country's signed in 1992 by local govern- 
highest peak. ment officials and PNOC. 
North Cotabato Gov. Jesus — “Under the MOA, it was spec- 
Sacdalan told the Ivouinen by ified that they will inform us of 
phone on Wednesday that any changes in the operations,” 
PNOC failed to consult and se- Sacdalan said. 
cure clearance from the provin- Sacdalan said officials al- 
cial government before the ready called the PNOC's atten- 
drillings started. tion on the drillings being con- 
PNOC operates the Mindanao ducted outside the specified 
Geothermal Production Field geothermal sites in Mt, Apo but 
(MGPF) facilities composed of the government-run energy 
two power plants in Mt. Apo—the company ignored it. 
S2megawatt Mindanao 1 North Cotabato Vice Gov. 
Geothermal Power Plantand the Emmanuel Piñol said the 
RR 54MW Mindanao 2 Geothermal provincial board has also 
Е . Power Plant (M2GP). passed a resolution, seeking a 
E ЕАС САА s "We will file a case on this court order for the immediate 
matter. We working on it. suspension of il = 
One of the first things residents of a village in Dagupan saved froma fire that hit the city recently was this cabinet with CDs and DVD player. mre Monin р ды ларе 


They did not consult local erations. Jeffrey Maitem and 
SBMA chief defends exec on smuggling rap 


government officials. This is Edwin Fernandes, Inquirer 
also a violation of our envi- Mindanao 
By Ansbert Joaquin between the SBMA and the Bu- tial Anti-Graft Commission has member composite team from 
Inquirer Central Luzon reau of Customs, particularly in recommended the filing of the Philippine National Police, 
the campaign against smug- charges against Arreza, Jose the SBMA and the Department ORKS 


FEDERE BPEL: ЛЕ. 
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SUBIC BAY FREEPORT ZONE— gling. Calimlim, SBMA deputy admin- of Justice, and works on an an- 
Subic Bay Metropolitan Author- "And it should be defined istrator for operations, and Per- nual budget of P36 million. FOR INQUIRIES, CALL: 

* ity Chair Feliciano Salonga de- clearly" Salonga said in reac- fecto Pascual, seaport manager. Also facing charges for falsifi- Tel. No.: 421-8136 911-2981 

© fended his beleaguered partner tion to a report naming three Сайтїйп also heads a group cation of public documents and ees: 2-700 obl No: Cer attt 
in managing the Subic Bay SBMA officials to an alleged which has now been widely violation of antigraft practices БЕСС 
Freeport, SBMA Administrator conspiracy in smuggling 16 lux- known as the Subic Task Force law аге five BOC officials, in- Я i xime REPRESS 

n Armand Arreza, saying there ury vehicles out of the freeport. on Anti-Smuggling. The group cluding Subic Customs Collec- [Bent TE Î VAROS оао ер 
should be a division of labor The report said the Presiden- is complimented by a 176- tor Marietta Zamoranos. 
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For better business, check out Telematics state-of-the-art solutions: 


iLocate — monitors, tracks, and manages field personnel anywhere they go 
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uk telematics 
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GMA pardons soldier jailed for Ninoy murder 


From page Al edly a communist hit man as President. don,” said BuCor Director Ricardo 
who allegedly killed the op- Dapat. 

know what they are position Seader and who Good conduct Public Attorney's Office chief 

called, 1 have forgotten маз gunned down moments Ме Arroyo granted Mar- Persida Acosta said the pardon 

how they tasted like," later by Aquinos military tinez a conditional pardon was granted to Martinez on con- 

Martinez said in a phone escorts. Two of the accused on Nov. 7 because of his ad- dition that he continue to show 

interview. soldiers, including a gener- vanced age and good be- good behavior and that he “shall 

Martinez was one of 16 al, have since died of natu- ы сааса said, not violate any репа law.” 
soldiers sentenced to life ral causes. ut the Bureau of Correc- pu КЭК 
imprisonment іп 1990 for Aquino's assassination tions received a copy of the Others sickly and dying 
double murder—that of sparked massive protests order only on Wednesday. , Acosta said the release of Mar- 
‘Aquino, who was shot in that culminated in the “Не showed particularly tinez’s 13 fellow convicts, de- 
1983 on his retum from ouster ofthe dictator Fer- good conduct inside scribed as “sickly and dying,” was 
three years of self-exile іп dinand Marcos in 1986 prison, and he is also 70 being facilitated 
the United States, and of and the election of his years old already. He is “Martinez was set free first be- 
Rolando Galman, suppos- widow Corazon Aquino more than eligible for par- cause he was the oldest among 
them,” Acosta said. 

He is also suffering from hyper- 
tension, diabetes and stomach ul- 
cers. Acosta said that Martinez's 
blood pressure shot up to 195/110 
after lunch yesterday. 

But as he savored the company 
of his six children and 16 grand- 
children, Martinez could only 
thank God for granting him his 
freedom in his twilight years. He 
became a born-again Christian and 
a pastor in 2003. 

“Tm happy because 1 will finally 
be reunited with my family, but Tm 
also sad because I will be leaving 
my companions." 

In a news cor ference, Martinez 
apologized to Aquino’s family and 
tothe Filipino people. 


onditonal Pardon 


[ 


‘Please forgive me" 

“if you're listening now, Madame 
Cory Aquino, please forgive me for 
my sins," Martinez said. "I assure 
them that they [Ninoy and Galman] 
remain in my prayers,” he said. 

Aquino's family ^ however 
slammed the President's decision to 
pardon Martinez. 

His eldest son and namesake, 
Sen. Benigno "Noynoy" Aquino V. 
said Ms Arroyo's pardon may hav 
been Malacafiang’s way of poe IT’S OFFICIAL: With the document on his unconditional pardon in hand, retired 
back at the Aquino family for MSgt. Pablo Martinez at the Bayview Hotel is once again a free man after 24 
aligning itself with the political op-_yearsin prison for the Aquino-Galman murders. At left is Chief Public Attorney 
position. Persida V. Rueda-Acosta. At the hotel, he feasts on native food. машон 
5 "Тат not against the granting of 
: 6 a pardon to persons who deserve it. shown no contrition for the crime gave kis life for his country and 
However, people who have refused they committed do not deserve par- fought for the freedoms that we 
to accept their guilt and have don,” Aquino said. now enjoy" he said. 

He also found the timing оће "Isincerely hope that the pardon 


here go v d gees ris = 


A DR Ue 


ss samt ИИ, 


# 


ўзит Valle vy: Sales Offi ice -Те! 
Ninian" Mobile: 09178450402 - 


pardon ironic since the family 
would be observing his father’s 
birthday on Nov. 27. 


No way to honor a hero 


that was granted to one of my fa- 
ther's assassins was not а vengeful 
act against our family as we contin- 
ue to stand firmly in holding this 
government accountable for its ac- 


“This decision by the government tions.” With reports from Chris- 
isnot the way to honor and pay trib- tine О. Avendaño and Allison W. 
ute to the sacrifices of a hero who Lopez 
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COLLECTOR'S EDITION: The latest incarnation of the Swiss army knife weighs nearly 3 pounds, 
has 87 tools and at least 115 uses, according to Wenger North America. It has been inducted into 
‘the 2008 edition of the Guinness World Records for “most functions on a penknife.” » 


Mother of all Swiss knives 


FrompageAl 


E Disney уор 


with the new Canon Value Ink Packs! 


The unique Swiss Army knife also has a 
club or adjust a bicycle spoke, this is the Wrench just for the spikes on a golf shoe; a 
knife foryou. tool just for opening the case of a watch; and 
A Swiss Army knife that weighs nearly Screwdriver specifically for gunsights. 
1.4 kilograms (3 pounds) has been induct- _ For the extremely avid gardener, there ; 
ed into the 2008 edition of Guinness World are four different blades for grafting one 
Records for “most functions on a penknife.” Plant onto another —the grafting blade. 
"The knifes previous version had 85 tools. With a hooked end, the grafting blade with 
The latest version, however, has 87 tools а Narrow belly, the standard grafting blade ; 
and at least 115 uses, according to Wenger Without a belly and the narrow grafting 
North America, the Orangeburg-based blade withouta belly. 
American distributor that announced the Too big for pockets 


дис n Tut j- 

ee The “belly” is a bulge along the blade, ; 

Toothpick, too Wenger spokesperson Dennis Piretra ex- 
“Basically, they took every implement plained. 

they ever put in a Swiss Army knife and _ The knife, manufactured by Wenger in 

combined them in this one piece,” said Delemont, Switzerland, looks like a bunch ; 

company spokesperson Jennifer Voss. of different — pocketknives placed 
"The bristling behemoth has а dozen or о side-by-side and soldered together. 

blades, saws and cutters, and a dozen or so _ At 22 centimeters by 8 centimeters (8.75: 

screwdrivers. Then there are the toothpicks, inches by 3.25 inches), the knife is big for 
шаны = m key rings, magnifiers, fish scalers and nail files most pockets. E 

pb AJ ae FINE 100 sometimes found on combination penknives. And at $1,200 (euro810), it’s pretty 


Tt also includes a laser pointer and а much a collectors item. About 450 were 
Promo runs from November 1, 2007 to January 31, 2008. Per DT-NCR Permit No. 5362, Series of 2007. flashlight. sold in its first year, Voss said. 
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Asean-EU free trade talks stumble over Burma 


From page Al to release Suu Kyi, according to debate over Burma. а common approach . agreements with China and is welcomed the new Asean Char- 
а diplomat who declined to be “While Myanmar is a signifi- Myanmar must become m concluding pacts with Japan and ter that enshrines principles of 
free-trade agreement between named because he was not au- cant issue, relations between craticand respect human rights.” India. It also intends to start ne- democracy and human rights, 
the European Union and Asean, thorized to speak to the media. Asean and EU should not be But Socrates added: “We see gotiations with the United States, economic integration and envi- 
its fifth-largest trading partner, The diplomat told The Asso- held hostage by it,” he said. some progress, but it is not suf- Australia and New Zealand. ronmental protection, 
stumbled over the issue of re- ciated Press that Nyan Win said Questions had been raised Trade between Asean and the The charter, which Asean 
form in military-ruled Burma. the military government was about whether the European | negotiations European Union has grown by leaders signed on Tuesday, 
A joint Asean-EU declaration cooperating with the United Union would try to block Burma with the ue. Unionovera an average 4 percent annually needs to be ratified by the 10 
called for the release of political Nations, but stressed it was a бот inclusion in the free trade free-trade pact started in May forthe past five years. The Euro- Asean member-states within 12 
detainees and the “early lifting" domestic affair and that others talks after its junta crushed and are set to conclude in late pean Union is Asean's second months for it to take effect. 
of restrictions on political par- should not intervene. prodemocracyprotestsinSeptem- 2009. The two sides hope the largest trading partner after the Д 
ties in Burma. It also welcomed “1 assure you that we will ber killing at least 15 people. situation іп Burma would have United States, accounting for GMA: Release Suu Kyi 
the Burmese junta's decision "to work toward the path ofdemoc- EU foreign ministerson Monday improved by then, according to nearly 12 percent of Aseansto- President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
Step up its engagement with the racy” the diplomat quoted approved several additional sanc- a Southeast Asian official who tal external trade. EU countries however, said the Philippine 
UN and to enter into a dialogue” Nyan Win as saying. tions against Burma, including a declined to be named due to purchase 13 percent of Asean’s Congress might not ratify the 
with detained opposition leader Other Asian diplomats said ban on the imports of timber gem- diplomatic protocol. exports and provide 10 percent Asean Charter unless Burma re- 
"nd Nobel Peace Prize laureate EU officials reiterated their call stones and precious metal. The “It is better to have Myanmar ofits imports, including machin- leased Suu Kyi. 
‘Aung San Suu Kyi. to tighten existing sanctions пем sanctions come on top of an onboard now because things may егу, transport equipment, chem- Ms Arroyo will continue to 
"The two sides hoped the recent against the isolated Southeast existing travel ban on Burmese of- changeintwoyears,"hesaid.  icals and manufactured goods. work for the release of Suu Kyi, 
intervention by UN envoy Ibrahim Asian nation. ficials, ап arms embargo and a 5 In 2006, trade between the according to Press Secretary Ig- 
Gambari in the Burma crisis would During discussions between freeze on Burma's assets in Europe. Creative work two regions amounted to nacio Bunye. 
“bring about an inclusiveandcom- trade ministers of the two blocs, А The five-year action plan be- 055186 billion, with Singa- "Тһе President has been very 
prehensive process of genuine па. both sides confirmed Burma Bottom line tween Asean and the European роге, Malaysia and Thailand ac- consistent about the Philippine po- 
Binal reconciliation and peaceful would not be excluded from ne- Lee told a news conference Union covers political and security counting for the bulk of the ex- sition on Myanmar and this is a 
transition to democracy.” gotiations fora free trade agree- that Singapore—which has in- cooperation, trade and invest- change of goods and services. position which the President in 
The two blocs, however, ment between the 10-member vested heavily in Burma and ment, sustainable development of ^ US Trade Representative Su- representation of the Filipino peo- 
clashed over sanctions that the Asean and 27 EU countries. serves as banker to its military mineral resources, as well as the san Schwab, however, also said ple will try to pursue in other fora,” 
European Union and the United с, rulers—opposed sanctions advancement of science and tech- this week that an Asean-US Bunye yesterday told reporters. 
States had imposed on Burma. Singapore stand against its neighbor, saying they nology. The pact resolves to ad- trade deal was also unlikely be- "Мете not very concerned 
pu x “All 10 will negotiate; not one only served to hurt the impover- dress climate change by introduc- cause of the political situation. with image. We're concerned 
Tighten existing sanctions will be left out of the table,” ished Burmese people. ing measures to fight air pollution. The United States also expand- with what is good for the people 
During their closed-door sum- Philippine Assistant Trade Sec- — Prime Minister Jose Socrates Lee said it would take “a lot ed its sanctions against Burma's of Myanmar We know that 
mit of Asean and EU leaders, retary Ramon Kabigting of Portugal, which chairs the Eu- of creative work" to conclude rulers in October. many of them have suffered and 
Burmese Foreign Minister Nyan Singapore Prime Minister Lee ropean Union this year said the the Asean-EU free trade agree- While BU officials and diplo- we're concerned,” he added. 
Win came under fire from EU Hsien Loong insisted that the bottom line was that that all sides ment by 2009. mats criticized Аѕеаг han- Reports from Norman Bor- 
delegates, who urged the junta region must move beyond the wanted thesame thing: “Wehave Asean already has free wade dling of Burma's junta, they dadora, AP and Reuters 


Republic of the Philippines 


DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT 


National Capital Region 
DY Int! Bidg., 1650 San Marcelino 
cor. General Malvar St., Malate, Manila 


NOTICE OF FILING OF APPLICATION/S FOR ALIEN EMPLOYMENT PERMIT/S (AEP/S) 


Notice is hereby given that the following companies/employers have filed with this Regional Office applications for Alien Employment Permit/s: 


P & SP WORLDTRADE CORP. Treasurer SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC. ClieseMMendern- | KAIQIDEVELOPMENTCORP. Kai Qu 
44A Zeta Bg, 191 Salcedo St, Korean 2UF Burgundy Corporate Tower, language Customer | Unt 706, 7/F Ortigas Big. Chinese 
Legaspi Vilage, Makati Cy 252 Sen. Gi Puyat Ave. Suppor Salî Ortigas Ave., Pasig City 
Makai Ciy 
CASPO INCORPORATED JoameBaoinlin Customer Service KAI QI DEVELOPMENT CORP. Xueyong Li 
20 Yuchengco Tower, Singaporean SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC. ClineseMMendain. | Uni 706, 7F Origas Bldg, Chinese 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave, 2UF Burgundy Corporate Tower, language Customer | Ortigas Ave. Pasig Ciy 
Makati Cit 252 Sen. Gil Puyat Ave... ff 
' ыы тем PHILCO JEN TRADING Kyeongha Jo Presiden 
CASPO INCORPORATED Choon Siang Chan Marketing Oficer CORPORATION. Korean Managing Director 
20FF Yuchengco Tower, Malaysian SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC. ChineseMandain. | 739 CPM Comp. Dos De Julo St, 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave., "AIF Burgundy Corporate Tower. language Customer | Sumilang. Pasig Cty 
hai 

бн aa ti зла ар FOREVER FIBER CORP. Shaoring Cai General Manager. 
CASPO INCORPORATED. Suwito Marketing Officer 6081 Pabaya St, Mapulang Lupa, Chinese 
20 Yuchengco Tower, Indonesian SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC. CheseMandain. | Veet Ciy 
RCBC Plaza, Ayala Ave., ЭЧЕ Burgundy Corporate Tower, language Customer 

1 SKYTECH INTERNATIONAL Steven Kenneth Production 
ма ЕЗ6 Support Staff DENTAL LABORATORIES, ІМС. Неру Training 
CASPO INCORPORATED Johny Marketing Officer xd УЕ Chunics Bldg., ‘American Manager 


3368 R. Magsaysay Blvd, 
20/F Yuchengco Tower, indonesian 
RCBC Piaza Ayala Av. SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC. ChineseMendern- | Sta. Mesa, Mania 


т - ZAF Burgundy Corporate Tower, language Customer 
y 252 Sen. бё Puyat Ave... Support Staff MANILA RESOURCE. Heung Joong Kang Director for 
CASPO INCORPORATED Chee WeiLim System Analyst aS Ames Lat) Uu Von Meis 

REDE m Ade M men TRADITIONAL MARINES CORP. Makati Ciy 
: 1027 Asuncion St. Binondo, 
Макай City Manila SAN MIGUEL MILLS, INC. Masaaki Nashida Contract Employee 
3 28/F JMT Bldg. ADB Ave., Japanese 
GARDEN RESTAURANTING. Ces TRADITIONAL MARINES CORP. E ылы 
148 T. Morato Ave. : e ecu end: PATIALA TRADING CORP. бити Singh Assistant Sales 
> un 
с "m era 148 Encarnacion St, bn Manager 
J TRADITIONAL MARINES CORP. Dalandanan, Valenzuela City 
CITYBEST SEAFOOD Jinsong Wu 1027 Asuncion St, Binondo, MRI WORLDWIDE. T 
GARDEN RESTAURANT INC. Chinese Manila HONGKONG REGIONAL n Cor Икар 
148 T. Morato Ave. 
cor, Scout Gandia, ‘TRADITIONAL MARINES CORP. omy шеш 
Quezon City Жана Шана, Chiese Data Rosa Sl.” 
CITYBEST SEAFOOD Yenghai X vu necu 
anghai Xu 
GARDEN RESTAURANT INC. Chinese JECTONIA TRADING CORP. LAND REGISTRATION Deepak Kumar Managing Director 
148 T. Morato Ave. 1024 Antonio Rivera St, Tondo, ‘SYSTEMS, INCORPORATED indian 
cor. Scout Gandia, Mania IMC Bldg. LRA Стра, East Ave, 
Quezon City cor. NIA Rd. Quezon City 
YI LIN TRADERS CORPORATION 
CITYBEST SEAFOOD. Feiming Wang Rm. 420, 413 Escola St, Chinese TABOSEM PHIL. CORP. Gyusuk Lee ‘Operation Manager 
GARDEN RESTAURANT INC. Chinese Sia. Cruz, Manila + U-1018 Centerpoint В. (ue of KIM) 
148 T. Morato Ave. J. Vargas Ave. cor. Garmet Rd, Korean 
Soa Gaia YI LIN TRADERS CORPORATION Yi Onigas, Pasig Cty 
ezon Ci. т. 420, 413 Escola S 
Sia. Cruz, Manila ‘QINGLI PLASTIC Wenbo Xu Assistant Manager 
CITYBEST SEAFOOD Wenyuan Xu : MANUFACTURING Chinese 
GARDEN RESTAURANT INC. Chinese YI LIN TRADERS CORPORATION CORPORATION 
148 T. Morato Ave Rm. 420, 413 Escola St, 1154 СМ. Recto, 
or. Scout Gandia, Quezon Chy Sta. Cruz, Manila aa 


P & SP WORLDTRADE CORP. Pyong Hun Yi Board Member YI LIN TRADERS CORPORATION + PILIPINAS INTERNATIONAL Nobuhiro Asada Japanese 
МА Zela Bldg. 191 Salcedo St, Korean йт. 420, 413 Escola St Chinese MARKETING SERVICES, INC. Japanese Canrmaton 
Legaspi Vilage, Makati City Sia. Cruz, Manila 285 Te Oren eed Bis. sociale 
SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC. Yin Hong Yap Chinese/Mandarin- | SAFETY SERVICE KINDNESS Pasig City 

24 Burgundy Corporate Tower, Malaysian language Customer | PHILS. INC. 

252 Sen. Gi Puyat Ave. Support Stall Unit G-189 Katipunan Avenue, 
Makati Ciy Project 4, Blueridge, 


Quezon City 
SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC. Ru Ping Tee ChineselMandarin- 

Intemational 
2AF Burgundy Corporate Tower, Malaysian langage Cusiomer | знаѕ CAR CENTER CORP. EM ESAE ee КЕ 
Maie e exinde 8416 Sucat Rd. Goodall, 35 Gasan St, SFDM, Consultant 

но; Brgy. BF, Paranaque Cty ‘Quezon City 


EB2 INTERNATIONAL INC. Kuok Fung Cheong Project Manager 
3605 OMM Cira Big, Malaysian 
Sen Miguel Ave., Pasig Cty 


SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC. lang Zhuang Wooi ^ ChireseMondain- | >4ups CAR CENTER CORP. 
2AF guy Capote Toner Мыш language ones | afr Scat. Comoe Pass ee fie Bord 
н = L INC. 
BF, Para 101 B P 
xs ir Pec E epee 
SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC. Воо Нові Tan  ChineseMandarin- | SEOMRA ВЕЗОВТ ESN 
За Burgundy Corporate Tower, Malaysian language Customer 


= 23 SL, Joseph Paradise Vilage, je 
F4 SEAT Support Stall Pacis Qua CN If you have any information/objection to the above mentioned 


application/s please communicate with the Regional Director. 


SPORTS BOOKIE ONLINE, INC.  Yeong Soon Chai  ChineselMandarin. | JEONGSU RESORT ~ 
24 Burgundy Corporate Tower, Malaysian language Customer | CORPORATION = 
252 Sen. бї Puyat Ave., Suppor Stall | 23 St, Joseph Paradise Vilage, 


Makati Cty Project 8, Quezon City ос, кош А” 
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PNP final report: Glorietta 2 blast not bomb attack 


FrompageAl its own evaluation of the dam- ment), as well as on the skin There was also по soot or by the PNP were finalizing their task force's conclusion, accord- 
aged site and clothing of the victims who blackening on the ceiling of the simulations, experiments and ing to Supt. Gilbert Cruz, chief 

have ruled out methane or survived the blast. basement or on the supposed computations. of the Makati police. 

diesel as the cause of the explo- No bomb parts “All victims died from trau- bomb craters. Such an absence “Investigators аге consolidat- Binay had earlier expressed 

sion, And we see no other possi- Tieman said that: matic injuries and not from a “indicates that the explosion ing the statements, reports, doubt on the gas explosion the- 

ble source of gas that could cre- © No bomb parts had been bomb explosion. Those who was not caused bya bomb,” he pieces of evidence and docu- огу and had called for an inde- 

ate this kind of explosion and found. ("No IED [improvised died, as well as those who said. ments needed in the filing ofap- pendent inquiry. 

this much damage,” ALI explosive device] component were injured, tested negative T€ propriate charges against the = 

spokesperson Alfonso Reyes ог part was recovered in the for explosive residue,” Тістап Final activities parties concerned and the Notnegligence 

‘said, basement [of the mall] or said. Ticman said pumps, switch- preparation of the final report,” Asked about the planned 

Reyes also said АШ had not anywhere in the affected According to Tieman, the ini- es, circuit breakers and other hesaid. filing of charges against 
seen a copy of the task force's fi- area"). tial finding of RDX—a compo- electrical equipment in the Тістап also said the task those liable for the explosion, 
nal report but was made aware * Neither was there a bomb nent of the C4 military explo- basement were being examined force had taken note ofthe find- ALI's Reyes said: "It is specu- 
that this would be issued in two crater Initially, investigators sive—recovered on the ground by the NBI to find out the igni- ings submitted by an expert lative to talk about negli- 
weeks. found suspected craters, but floor “did not cause or initiate Чоп. hired by ALI. gence when no charges have 

“We hope that the site will be found no trace of a “thermal е. the explosive.” He said investigators were “We are seriously considering been filed and the authorities 
turned over to us at the soonest fect, and explosives residue “It was not corroborated by processing the area outside that, and our own experts will have not revealed the basis 
possible time so that we сап саг. that would indicate the use ofa other evidence and it was not the blast site—meaning the be able to provide answers to for their conclusion, Never- 
ту on with our own evaluation bomb. significant in the explosion,” ground floor up to the third _ their questions,” he said. theless, we believe that these 
in the search for the truth,” he © Nor were there explosive Ticman said. floor of the mall—to docu- facilities have been main- 
said. materials in the liquid samples Investigators also found noev- ment the damage caused by 2-3 weeks tained with proper care and 

АЦ has yet to determine the and in the diesel fuel from the idence of a tearing effect usually the explosion. National Capital Region Po- diligence, and that negli- 
cause of the explosion based on tank (both in the mall base- found in a bomb site, he said. Ticman said experts called in lice Office Director Geary Barias gence was not a contributory 

said the task force would com- factor to the cause of the ex- 
pee : ET TTA — = plete its final report in two to plosion." 
three weeks and file the charges The Glorietta 2 basement 
against those responsible soon was under the direct control of 
after. the Makati Supermarket, 

He did not name names, but which has а land-lease con- 
said those liable could be the tract with ALI although both 
contractors hired to do work in tenant and landlord were re- 
the basement and the mall ad- sponsible for the maintenance 
ministrators. of the building. 

“We are not yet at that part Citing the findings of its 
where we can identify who can own foreign consultants, ALI 
be charged. For sure, negli- had earlier disputed the theo- 
gence cannot be discounted ry that a buildup of methane 
here,” he said. gas and diesel fumes trig- 

Barias said the task force did gered the explosion at Glori- 
not hold the press conference etta 2. 
to condition the peoples ^ ALI had suggested that the 
minds to the gas explosion the- police abandon their “primary 
ory. hypothesis" that the combina- 

“We are just giving an update tion of methane from the sump 
of the investigation because pits and fumes from the diesel 
many people want to know tank in the basement caused 
what's the latest,” he said. the blast, and called on inves- 

Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay tigators to look into other pos- 
has yet to be apprised of the sibilities. 


Regional Office XIV 
ORG Compound, Cotabato City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО BID 
Procurement of Security Services 
Project Reference No. 2008-07-SS-02 


The National Food Authority. intends to apply the sum of NINE MILLION ONE 
HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED EIGHTY SEVEN & 28/100 
PESOS ONLY (P9,108,587.28) being the Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) 
to payments under the contract for Procurement of Security Services for NFA 
Regional/Provincal Offices & 15 warehouses deployed as follows: 


Place ol No. of Approved ABC 
Deployment Guards. 

Cotabato Ci 38 P LTIS 07404 
Maguindanao. EJ 2585.01.20 
Marawi Ci 10 128255360 
Lanao Sur 18716508 
Sula 8 1,034,042 88 
Tawi- Tawi 8 1,034,042 88 
TOTAL Р 9108,587.28 


The National Food Authority Regional Office XIV, thru the Bids and Awards 
Committee (BAC), now invites Bids Пот eligible Bidders for the Procurement of 
Securty Services covering January 110 December 31, 2008. The description of 
an еде Bidder is contained ip Section 1 of the Bidding Documents, ITB, 

Bids received in excess of the ABC shall be automatically rejected at Bid opening. 
Вдпд wil be conducted through open сопренһе bidding procedures using поп. 
discrelionary passifal criteria as specified in the Implementing Rules and 
Regulations Part A (IRR-A) of Republic Act 9184, otherwise known as the 
“Government Procurement Reform Ac.” 

Prospective bidders should have an experience of having completed within the 
last three (3) years at least three similar contracts the aggregate contract amounts 
shouid be equivalent lo at least йу percent (50%) ofthe ABC of the project to be 
bid and provided that ine largest of these similar contracts must be equivalent to 
a least (непуне percent (25%) of the ABC of the project to be bid and provided 
further tat the businessicompany of the prospective bidder wiling to participate in 
the bidding has been in existence for at least three (3) consecutive years prior o 
publicaton of tnis AEB. 

Only Bids from Bidders who pass the fly check wil be opened. The process 
for he eligibiity check is described in Section I of the Bidding Documents, 18. 
The bidder with the Lowest Calculated Bid (LCB) shall advance to the post- 
qualicaton stage in order to finaly determine responsiveness of he bid to Ie. 
technical and financial requirements ofthe project. The contract shall then be 
awarded to the Lowest Calculated and Responsive Bid (LCRB) who was 
determined аз such during pos-qualfication procedure. Below is the schedule of 
bidding activities 


Republic of the Philippines 
Ф NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


‘SCHEDULE OF BIDDING ACTIVITIES 
ACTWTY DATETIME VENUE 
supe of Еду | 8:00- 5:00 PM RERC Secretariat 
Roguirements November NFA Regional Office 
& Bld Documents | 24-26, 2007 ORG, Cotabato Ciy 
Pre-Bidcing 1090 AM NEA Conference Roam 
Conference November 26, 2007 | NFA, Regional Office 
‘ORG, Cotabato Ciy 
‘Submission of NUTS Pid NFA RO Library 
бону December 10,2007 | ORG, Cotabato Ciy 
Requirements 
Bd Documents 
Opening of Eighty | 130P NFA Conference Room 
Requeements & Bid | December 10, 2007 < | NFA, Regional Office 
Documents ORG, Colabalo Ciy 


А complete set of bidding documents may be purchased from the RBAC Secretariat 
‘upon payment ol a non-refundable (ее of Twenty Thousand Pesos (P20,000.00) 
staring November 24 to November 26, 2007. All Bids must be accompanied by 
а Bid security in the form of cash or GSIS Surety Bond equivalent to 1% or 2.5% 
of ABC respectively. Late Bids shall not be accepted. 

Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders or their representatives who 
choose to atend the Bid Opening. Interested Bidders may obtain further information 
ftom the ВАС Chair, ARD Ofelia M. Sero, RBAC Vice Chait, Provincial Manager 
Kem P. Kadatuan and RBAC Member Supervising Enforcement and Investigation 
Officer Nelson P. алайа. 

The National Food Authority reserves the right to accept or reject any Bid, to annul 
the bidding process, and to reject all Bids at any time prior to contract award, 
without hereby incurring any labity to the affected Bidder or Bidders and to accept 
only such bids most advantageous to the government 

NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY, REGIONAL OFFICE XIV 

OFELIA M. SERO, Asst. Regional Director/BAC Chairman 

‘ORG Compound, Cotabato City 

Telephone No. (064) 4212407 

Fax No. (064) 4212128 


(Sg4) OFELIA M. SERO 
'BAC Chairman 
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Padang villagers learn lessons, leave homes 


By Ephraim Aguilar 
and Joanna Los Baños 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


LEGAZPI CITY—SAYING IT 
was better to be safe than sorry, 
residents of the low-lying 
lage of Padang padlocked their 
houses and shops and began a 
mass evacuation with the ap- 
proach of Typhoon “Mina.” 
Located about 4 kilometers 
northeast of Legazpi City prop- 
er, Padang looked almost like a 
no-man's land yesterday as resi- 
dents heeded official warnings 
to leave after water spilled over 


swelling irrigation and river 
channels connected to the gul- 
lies of Mayon Volcano. 

The village was one of those. 
hardest hit by Supertyphoon 
"Reming" last year. 

Major arteries in the city 
were flooded on Monday and 
‘Tuesday following heavy rains. 

Most of the houses and sari- 
sari stores in Padang were shut 
and only pet animals—cats and 
dogs, as well as chick 
ens—could be seen at street 
corners. 

А few people who had come 
back to the village after a night 


in evacuation centers hurried 
about, carrying plastic bags, 
baskets with kitchen utensils, 
clothes, and pitchers of drink- 
ing water. 

‘Some men were left in the vil- 
lage to guard their houses and 
feed their livestock but most 
said they would leave once Mi- 
na was near. 

Some mothers returned 
home to cook food and get bed- 
dings and additional clothing 
before heading back to their 
designated evacuation center at 
the Gogon Elementary School. 

Zaldy Bolante, 32, kept himself 


busy by feeding his dogs. He had 
left his wife and four children in a 
relatives house in a resettlement 
site in another barangay. 

Bolante said he had to look 
after the animals and make 
charcoal which he would bring 
to the resettlement site since 
firewood there was scarce. 

Bolante, a construction work- 
er, said his family evacuated at 1 
p.m. Wednesday, fearing the 
tragedy caused by Supertyphoon 
“Reming,” which killed hundreds 
of people in the village last year, 
would happen again. 

“We did not wait anymore for 


1M Bicol folk told to flee storm 


From page Al 


Albay Disaster Coordinating 
Council and the Office of Civil 
Defense showed. " 
‘Another 2,275 people had fled 
to evacuation centers in Ca- 
marines Sur and 1,125 to shelters 
in Sorsogon, relief officials said. 
“We cannot prevent disasters Н 
but certainly we can undertake 8 
measures to prevent the loss of 
lives and reduce damage to 
property,” said President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, who flew back B 
home on Wednesday night after 2 
attending а summit of South- 2 
east Asian leaders in Singapore. 


Signal No. 2 

Tropical Storm “Mina” 
gained strength and developed 
into a full-blown typhoon yes- 
terday as it swirled nearer to 
Jand, packing winds of 140 kph, 
with gusts of 170 kph. 

As of 4 p.m., it was hovering 
over the Philippine Sea and could 
hit Catanduanes by Saturday, 
‘weather bureau experts said. 

Aside from Catanduanes, 
Storm Signal No. 2 has been 
raised over Sorsogon, Albay, 
Burias island, Camarines Norte, 
Camarines Sur, southern Que- 
zon and northern Samar. 

Signal No. 1 was raised over. 
Romblon, Marinduque, Batan- 
gas, Laguna, the rest of Quezon, 
Aurora, Rizal, Oriental Mindoro, 
Masbate, western Samar, eastern 
‘Samar and Biliran island, 


‘Forced evacuation" 

Salceda said that although Ms 
Arroyo's order was for “a preemp- 
tive evacuation” of threatened ar- 
eas, "what we are actually doing 
now isa forced evacuation of resi- 
dents in Jahar-prone areas.” 

‘Those refusing to leave their 
houses would be made to sign a 
waiver that they chose not to be 
evacuated, he said. 

If they refuse to sign the 
waiver, police will be autho- 
rized to put their names down 
on the blotter, he added. 


Memories of “Reming” 

The threat from Mina came al- 
mosta year to the day after Super. 
typhoon “Reming” ravaged the 
col and Southern Tagalog regions 
with 195 kph center winds. 

Reming killed 734 people, 
mostly in Bicol, and injured 
more than 1,000. It wrecked or 
damaged more than half a mil- 
lion houses. 


H 
{| 


“We have not yet recovered 
from Reming and now there is 
another typhoon coming,” one 
Albay resident said on television. 
Hundreds of people who lost 
their homes during Reming are 
still homeless up to now, staying 
in cramped evacuation centers. 


Back-to-back cyclones 

Mina threatened the Bicol 
area shortly after Storm “Lan- 
do” pummeled the Visayas re- 
gion, killing 11 people. 

Vicente Manalo, senior Pagasa 
forecaster, urged residents on 
the path of floods and lahar from 
Mayon Voleano to evacuate. 

Cedric Daep, head of the Al- 


* bày provincial disaster coordi: 


mating committee, said resi- 
dents of communities near the 
slopes of Mayon and those liv- 
ing near river channels were the 
first to be moved out. 

Areas prone to mudflows or 
lahar include parts of the cities 
of Tabaco, Ligao and Legazpi 
and the towns of Guinobatan, 
Camalig, Daraga, Sto. Domingo 
and Malilipot. 

Residents in the towns of 
Oas, Libon and Polangui, 
tagged flood-prone, were also 
ordered to flee. 

Families in danger areas of 
Legazpi, Tabaco, Tiwi, Bacacay, 
Malinao, Malilipot, Sto. Domin- 
go and Manito will also have to 
be moved out, Salceda said. 


Children, women first 

The govemor wamed that 
families living on the coast were 
atrisk of storm surges. People liv- 
ing in houses made of light mate- 
rials also must go, he said. 

Salceda said women and chil- 
dren were the first to be evacuat- 
ed while male members of the 
families were allowed to stay be- 
hind to watch over their houses 


until Storm Signal No. 3 is hoist- 
ed and then they must leave, too. 

He said he had asked Ms Ar- 
royo to release at least P67 mil- 
lion for Albay to buy food and 
water for the evacuees. 

The province has run out of 
medicines, according to Dr. Ju- 
lian Salazar, assistant provincial 
health officer. 

Salceda said he had ordered 
prices of basic commodities mon- 
itored to prevent traders from 
taking advantage of the impend- 
ing disaster by jacking up prices. 


Misery, elsewhere 

Classes have been suspended 
and public schools will be convert- 
ed into shelters for the expected 
flood of thousands of evacuees. 

As of 5 p.m., evacuation was 
still going on in the threatened 
provinces. 

Salceda said 62 percent of 
the 53,000 people living in la- 
harprone areas had already 
been evacuated. 


He said тоге than 10,000 
families still had to be moved 
out of flood-prone areas. 

Pagasa said that even if Albay 
would not be directly hit, heavy 
rains and strong winds were 
still expected in the province. 

As of 3:30 p.m. yesterday, the 
Provincial Disaster Coordinat- 
ing Council of Camarines Sur 
listed 32 flooded barangays in 
the towns of  Magarao, 
Caramoan, Buhi and Bato. 

Camarines Sur Gov. Luis Ray- 
mund “LRay” Villafuerte Л. or- 
dered forced evacuations in flood- 
ed and landslide-prone areas. 

Evacuations were also going 
onin Sorsogon. 

In Catanduanes, sea travel 
has been suspended, stranding 
hundreds of people in ports, 

Ina report to the regional dis- 
aster council, Catanduanes Gov. 
Joseph Cua said heavy rains 
had made “all water conduits 
overflowing and hillsides more 
prone to soil movements.” 
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JET-HOPPING: President Arroyo is welcomed by Surigao City Mayor 
Alfonso Casura (left) and Surigao del Norte Gov. Robert Ace Barbers 
(2nd from left) upon her arrival at the Surigao airport from an 
‘overnight stay in Davao City and the Asean summit in Singapore to 
attend the Regional Disaster Coordinating Council meeting. Defense 
Secretary Gilbert Teodoro is behind Ms Arroyo. MALACAANGPHOTO 


the Army trucks to pick up the 
evacuees. We left on our own. 
Its better to be safe than sorry" 
Bolante said in the vernacular. 

He said many people in the vil- 
lage became afraid when flood- 
waters rose above the knee. 

Bolante said thieves usually 
took advantage of disaster situ- 
ations so he made sure his 
house was locked. 

Barangay Councilor Jayson 
Bataller said more than 100 fam- 
ilies from Padang, consisting of 
more than 500 people, had evac- 
uated to the Gogon school. 

Almost 200 of them were 


children. 

“We are safe here (Gogon). 
We don't have that scared feel- 
ing anymore,” Bataller said. 

He said that as of Thursday 
morning, the evacuees had 
three sacks of rice, distributed 
at one kilo per family. 

“We also received cartboard 
boxes, which served as sleeping 
mats, especially for the chil- 
dren,” he said. 

Priscilla Arienda, 30, who is 
four months pregnant with her 
sixth child, said Ше at the evacua- 
tion center might be difficult but 
she had no cause to complain, 


Typhoon "t 
Max winds: 140 koh 


Max gusts: 170 kph 
mes pms Nor) 
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Bam. Nov. 22 


2am. Nov.21 


Major roads in Catanduanes 
remained impassable following 
landslides and rockfalls trig- 
gered by Lando, Cua said. 

The Viga national section 
road and some roads leading to 
and from Virac, San Miguel, Vi- 
ga, Payo, Bagamanoc, Pandan, 
Caramoran, Pangsabloyon, Ba- 
to, Baras and Gigmoto were ei- 
ther closed or hardly passable 
due to landslides, he said. 

In Camarines Norte, flooding 
has cut off the route along Ma- 
harlika Highway at Sitio Namu- 
nakan, Barangay Daguit, in the 
town of Labo. 

Amel S. Ferrer of the Public 
Safety Office and Emergency 
‘Management Office reported that 
the flooding was caused by heavy 
rains since Tuesday that made the 
river swell and spill over to the 
highway, stranding buses plying 
the superhighway to Bicol, the 
Visayas and Mindanao areas. 


Mindoro also suffers 
In Oriental Mindoro, the mu- 
nicipal council of Naujan declared 
the entire town under a state of 
calamity after knee-deep flood- 
‘waters brought by incessant rains 
inundated at least 16 villages. 
Senior Supt. Agrimero Cruz, 
Oriental Mindoro police director, 
said the affected villages were 
mostly farming communities. 
Despite the stormy weather 
yesterday, Ms Arroyo hopped 
from one city to another in Min- 
danao to inspect areas devastated 
by Lando and to check on prepa- 
rations for the approach of Mina. 
Upon her arrival late Wednes- 
day from Singapore, she headed 
straight to Davao City on a Lear- 
jet, spending the night there. 
Yesterday, she first flew to Ca- 
gayan de Oro City then pro- 
ceeded by helicopter to Шап 
City, Surigao City and Tandag in 
Surigao del Sur. 


In a speech in Шап City, she 
asked local government units to 
use 5 percent of their budget as 
mandated by law for typhoon 
preparations to minimize the loss 
of lives and damage to property. 


More radars needed 

Ms Arroyo also said she had 
directed the Department of 
ence and Technology (DOST) to 
install additional Doppler radar 
stations in Central Visayas and 
Mindanao so that it could moni- 
tor and provide prompt and ac- 
curate weather advisories. 

A Doppler radar is a key fore- 
casting tool to detect the loca- 
tion, direction and speed ofa ty- 
phoon, and to predict its path, 
among other things. 

It uses radio waves to create 
pictures showing the location 
and intensity of precipitation, 
allowing scientists to measure 
the motion inside storms. 

Public Works Secretary Her- 
mogenes Ebdane Jr. ordered the 
activation of his office's disaster 
preparedness plan. 

DPWH regional director Or- 
lando Roces said he had already 
deployed heavy equipment and 
maintenance crews in critical ar- 
eas to respond to emergencies. 

Almost P36 million worth of 
palay and corn were lost due to 
damage wrought by Lando, 
prompting the Department of 
Agriculture (DA) to offer assis- 
tance to affected farmers. 

The DA Central Action Center 
said that palay losses amounted 
to P18 million while com losses 
were estimated at P17 44 million. 

With reports from Michael Lim 
Ubac, Margaux C. Ortiz, Risa T. 
Olchondra, in Manila, and Juan 
Escandor Jr, Romulo Ponte, 
Bobby Labalan and Marlon 
Ramos, Jaymee T. Gamil, Inquir- 
er Southern Luzon and Richel 
Umel, Inquirer Mindanao 


World Bank probe on corruption done; disclosure later 


From page Al 
the $232-million loan would 
not depend on whether the 
Philippine government itself 
would prosecute companies or 
persons involved in bid rigging 
and excessive pricing. 

"The process that's underway 
now is not dependent on 
charges being made by the gov- 
ernment. Thats the govern- 
ment's decision. Ours is an ad- 
ministrative process, not a crim- 
inal process," he said. 

Stephens refused to cite the 
companies involved in the sup- 
posed irregularities in NRIMP-1 
that led to the World Bank’s defer- 
ment of the $232-million loan. 

But he said the program was 
still on the table and that for the 
next board discussions оп 
NRIMP2, the World Bank would 
seek reforms in the bidding 
guidelines for road projects. 

Budget Secretary Rolando 
Andaya Jr. had earlier cited sup- 
posed flaws in the World Bank's 
bidding framework, which, he 
said, allowed bidders to quote 


higher than a proponent agen- 
сув estimated project cost. 

“It takes as long as necessary 
for us as an institution to satisfy 
that this project is going to fulfil 
the requirements and stated pur- 
pose with the highest standards 
of integrity that’s expected of us," 
Stephens said yesterday at a 
press briefing conducted jointly 
with the Philippine government. 

“We're committed not to do 
something quickly but to doing 
it properly," he said. 

1п the same briefing, Finance 
Secretary Margarito Teves said 
the government would look for 
alternative sources of financing 
in the event the World Bank de- 
cides not to grant ће $232-mil 
lion loan for NRIMP- 2. 

Teves said the government 
considers the project essential 
and does not intend to abandon 
it even with the uncertainty ofa 
World Bank loan. 

"Funding of the project can 
be flexible. If the World Bank 
decides not to go ahead, we will 
have to consider alternative fi- 


nancing," he said. 

Teves said the government 
would try tapping other multi- 
lateral agencies or direct some 
government-owned and -con- 
trolled corporations to help 
raise the necessary funds. 

He said the private sector could 
also be asked to invest in the pro- 
ject, and the local government 
‘units concerned to shoulder the 
financing needs concemed. 

‘Stephens said that whenever is- 
sues of irregularity arose in the 
World Bank's projects anywhere in 
the world, the same process was 
followed: “There's a process of in- 
vestigation, discussion with the 
government, a decision made 
within the goverment on the 
prosecution of companies—or 
mot—and then a course of action." 

Companies found guilty of ir- 
regularities are then barred from 
doing any business with the World 
Bankin the future and their names 
are published, he said. 

So far, 300 companies world- 
wide are on the lending agen- 
суз blacklist. 


Maryse Gautier, acting country 
director of World Bank Philip- 
pines, also affirmed the banks 
commitment to the NRIMP. 


Working with the gov’t 

"We have decided to work with 
the government and prepare the 
new project based on the lessons 
learned from the cancellation of 
the bidding process," she said. 

Gautier clarified that the 
World Bank board had not sus- 
pended the NRIMP itself but de- 
ferred its decision on the pro- 
posed loan for Phase 2. 

‘The NRIMP is an adaptable 
program composed of three 
phases. The loan for Phase 1 
was $150 million, of which 
$138 million has been dis- 
bursed. The loan for Phase 2 is 
$232 million, and that for Phase 
3 is expected to range between 
$200 million and 250 million. 


Funding mix 

NRIMP-2 includes the reha- 
bilitation of 1,102 kilometers of 
roads nationwide. The project 


. loan, we have to do some m. 


has already been taken into ac- 
count in the government's bor- 
rowing program for 2008. 

“If the World Bank does not 
approve the [$232-million] 


fuses to grant the expected loan 
and if the government would be 
able to find local funding. 

He stressed, however, that the 
government's focus at the mo- 
ment is to convince the World 
Bank that safeguards have been 
set up to make bidding processes 
comply with its standards. 

“We are confident that the 
World Bank will approve the 
loan for the second phase and 
will be satisfied [with the safe- 
guards]," Teves said. 


fication in the funding mix for 
2008," Teves said. 

The Development Budget Co- 
ordination Committee, an inter- 
agency body tasked with setting 
the state's fiscal and macroeco- 
nomic programs, has temporar- 
ily set the governments for- 
eign-currency denominated 
borrowings at $2.6 billion (or 
P125.4 billion) for next year. 

Of the amount of foreign bor- 
rowings, $1 billion (or P48 billion) 
will be borrowed from commercial 
sources. The bigger amount of 
$1.6 billion (or P77.4 billion) will 
be composed of borrowings from 
multilateral agencies. 

The government is also pro- 
grammed to borrow P220.7 bil- 
lion from domestic sources. 

Teves said the amount of for- 
eign borrowings would be 
changed if the World Bank re- 


Collusion 

The World Bank decided to 
suspend discussions on the ap- 
proval of the loan for NRIMP-2 
amid allegations of corruption in 
the implementation of Phase 1. 

The allegations were that there 
was collusion between a bidder 
and some government officials. 

Three projects included in 
Phase 1, comprising 10 percent 
of the total projects covered in 
that phase, were also canceled. 
Those three projects were 
worth $33 million. 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


‘THE CAMP OF TYCOON LUCIO 
Тап yesterday expressed frus- 
tration over the stalled testimo- 
ny of Ilocos Norte Rep. Ferdi- 
nand “Bongbong” Marcos who 
had promised to bring to court 
documents that would prove 
that his late father, the dictator 
Ferdinand Marcos, owned a big 
chunk of the Chinese-Filipino 
businessman's companies. 

“The court must set a dead- 


line for the [government] to ob- 
tain these documents. The case 
should not be held hostage by 
its inability to get the docu- 
ments. We can’t wait forever,” 
Tan's lawyer, Estelito Mendoza, 
told reporters after yesterday's 
hearing on the case. 

Marcos in August informed the 
court he would have the original 
documents that were in the cus- 
tody of the US Customs Service in 
his possession by October 

The documents were confis- 
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Bongbong fails to deliver vs Lucio Tan 


cated from the Marcoses on 
their arrival at Hickam Air Force 
Base in Hawaii on Feb. 26, 
1986, after they fied the People 
Power revolt against them in 
the Philippines. 

Marcos had said the docu- 
ments included deeds of sale, 
stock certificates and deeds of 
assignment that would suppos- 
edly show how the assets of his 
father and Tan were placed in 
Shareholdings Inc., a holding 
company for all the firms now 


controlled by the businessman. 

The Presidential Commission 
‘on Good Government (PCGG) 
expects the young Marcos’ testi- 
mony to bolster its more than 
20-year-old bid to recover the 
ill-gotten wealth of the Mar- 
coses that is allegedly being 
held for them by close associ- 
ates of the late strongman. 

Marcos, however, did not ap- 
pear before the Sandiganbayan 
Fifth Division yesterday. 

PCGG lawyer Catalino 
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Generillo said Marcos had yet to 
obtain the documents. 

“He will still continue his tes- 
timony. But if obtaining these 
documents would take a longer 
time, I would ask him to testify 
on other matters including his 
other meetings with Tan,” 
Generillo said in an interview. 

The young Marcos had earli- 
er testified that his late father 
had shown the documents te his 
family and had even drawn 
them a “sketch” showing how 
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his partnership with Tan 
worked. 

But the absence of the young 
Marcos from court did not stop 
the government from present- 
ing more evidence against Tan. 

At yesterday's proceeding, 
Generillo cross-examined the di- 
rector of the Malacafiang muse- 
um, Jeremy Barns, who brought 
to court 91 documents purport- 
edly showing the late President 
had given Tan concessions in or- 
der to advance his businesses. 
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Charges filed vs MPD officer in Dalaig case: 


Colleague faces qualified theft raps after items were allegedly stolen 


By Tina G. Santos inthe National Capital Region Ро- twokarat ring was also missing “Мете still trying to determine instead of P234910. Yanquiling, ——— 
and Beverly T. Natividad lice Office in Bicutan, Taguig City from Dalaig's personal belongings. if Yanquiling should ako be however sid that what was gen UP stude loses 
А case for qualified theft was also "Maj à charged with qualified theft" to Daleigs family was what they got 

ADMINISTRATIVE CHARGES filed against Cabatbat in the li Yabut said. from the hospital staff. TRO 
меге filed yesterday against a Manila Prosecutor's Office. н Тһе cases stemmed from а Meanwhile, the Comelec de- Case VS 
Manila police officer and his sub- Тһе charges stemmed from al- betinhandi x complaint of Filomena Gallentes, niedthatitinterenedintheimes- echo] trib; 1 
ordinate in connection with the  legations that P7,000 was taken x а Dalaig’s companion. She said the tigation, saying it was only imer- SCHOOL tribunal 
alleged loss of cash and jewelry from the P334,910 cash found on imialin- gold bracelet given to her by Ca- ested inthe solution ofthecase. By Jeannette l. Andrad 
owned by a slain Commission on Comelec legal department head i i batbat was not Dalaig's. Cabatbat — Yanquiling claimed on televi- ^! iai 
Elections official. Alioden Dalaig who was shot by allegedly also refused to release sion that Police Insp. Arnel А QUEZON CITY COURT YES- 

Charges against Chief Insp. Ale- am unidentified gunman on Nov. custodian of the victim's personal the money recovered from Dalaig, Almiñe asked him to veer away terday denied the petition for the 
jandro Yanquiling, who was re- 10 in Ermita. There were also belongings as they were handed saying it belonged to an unidenti- from the corruption angle. padre ied aise maena 
lieved as head of the Manila Police claims that an attempt was made over to him by a staff member ofthe fied politician from Bulacan. Almifie, however, said he met ing order filed by a graduatim 
District homicide division, and to replace Dalaig’s gold bracelet Ospital ng Maynila where Dalaig Оп Nox 17, Cabatbat allegedly Yanquiling once to request a copy pig 


SPO2 Benito Cabatbat, were filed with а fake. Another report said a was taken after the shooting. handed over to the family P328,000, ofthe initial police investigation. зак ша nal bie 


. * f istrative proceedings against him 
More traffic aides for Mandaluyong =з 
death of alleged hazing victim. 
By Kristine L. Alave ness District to help ease traffic in son Jimmy Isidro said the city Cris Anthony Mendez. 
the area. government's past experience Quezon City RTC branch 220 
THE MANDALUYONG CITY GOV- Abalos said he would consider with separate traffic lanes in that Judge Jose G. Paneda said Juan 
‘emment has opposed the plan to the MMDA proposal to construct part of Edsa was not good. Paolo Fajardo failed to show that 
build a bus stop and separate the bus stop only if an increase in In October, the MMDA installed he was "being prevented from 
lanes on Edsa in front of the Orti- the number of enforcers did not metal and concrete barriers in the completing his law course at the 
gas Business District. improve traffic in the area. middle of the avenue to separate University of the Philippines Col- 
Instead, Mayor Benhur Abalos Тһе mayor said building a bus public and private vehicles. lege of Law,” thus, there was no 
asked the Metropolitan Manila stop and concrete barriers in the The barriers were put up with- basis to temporarily stop the on- 
Development Authority (MMDA) middle ofa lane would be costly. If out the local govemments per- going hearings of the UP student 
to deploy more traffic personnel the project fails, then the local mission. Abalos later ordered the disciplinary tribunal (SDT) onthe 
in the busy stretch because ofthe govemment would have no dismantling of the barriers. alleged hazing incident. 
expected increase | in vehicles with choice but to remove the barriers. The MMDA had intended to The SDT had filed administra- 
the approach of the Christmas. ‘The area is one of the busiest in put up barriers in the Mandaluy- tive charges against Fajardo and 
WORKERS take down a giant billboard at the corner of Kamut ‘At the same time, the city gov- the metropolis because of the ong part of Edsa similar to there- 13 other students and members 
Road along Edsa as a safety precaution with the approach of Typhoon emment is coordinating with es- presence of several major malls. cently finished separate lanes ofthe Sigma Rho which Mendez 
Mina. joavsonooc tablishments in the Ortigas Busi- Mandaluyong City spokesper- near Santolan, Quezon City. allegedly joined as a neophyte. 
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before typhoon hits Metro' ak h З 


By Abigail L. Ho mediately or ask Meralco to do 
itfor them. 
THE MANILA ELECTRIC CO. IS — Tree-rimming, һе зай, 
urging billboard owners and op- -should be done regularly to pre» 
erators to dismantle the giant ventanyuntoward incidents. 
signs in preparation for Typhoon Cuna assured the public that 
Mina. Meralco was doing everything 
Meralco said the billboards within its capacity to make its 
could topple posts and cut elec- systems ready to handle the ef- 
trical lines, causing power out- fects of the coming typhoon and 
ages and other accidents. to respond immediately in case 
‘The company's vice president of power interruptions. 
for corporate communication, Не said the power company 
Elpi Cuna said that in past ty- had already taken the necessary 
phoons, billboards not only precautionary measures to re- 
caused damage to power facili- duce the adverse effects of Ty- 
ties and other properties butal- phoon Mina in its franchise area. 
so injured people. Meralco provides electricity to 
He also advised people living Metro Manila, Rizal, Bulacan, 
close to trees that could affect Cavite, and parts of Laguna, Que- 
power lines to trim the trees im- zon, Batangas and Pampanga. 


Tree conservation program 
launched at Rizal Park 


By Tina б. Santos program ofthe Clean and Green BP) Family Savings Bank 


Foundation Inc. of which 


THINKING OF WHAT TO GIVE Ramosis the chair. © 
your loved ones this Christmas? The campaign calls for the 
A tree sapling could be a per- conservation and preservation 


fect gift, according to former of native trees in the country in 


First Lady Amelita “Ming” line with biodiversity conserva- 
Ramos, who led yesterday's tion, said the former First Lady. | 
launching at Manila's Rizal Park «Тев е is not just planting H 
of Trees4Life, a campaign to re- but also the nurturing of endemic 

habilitate the country’s various and indigenous tree species,” Promo 

forest resources. Ramos added. “It encourages the -— 

ios uim teres карнына E esie Only Drive your Dream gives you low interest rates, free overnight hotel accommodations*, and — 5 
you could name after your as seed-gathering and seedling utmost convenience with more than 800 BPI, BPI Family Savings Bank branches and j 


loved ones,” she said. “It's а per- propagation in the locality, mak- Express Banking Centers to serve you! 
fect gift idea this Christmas.” ing ita stakeholder in the conser- ا و‎ ie 


Trees4Life is a pioneering vation program.” 

Depending on your loan term, you may either treat your family 
Teenage boy could have to on overnight stayin one of our partner hotels nationwide" 
š or get P1000 worth of gift certificates from Sodexho**. 

drowned after saving brother ) 
Not only that, we enroll you in the Ibero Asistencia Emergency 
By Kristine L. Alave brother for help, his father said. Car Care Package. Now that's a great deal you shouldn't miss. 

Ryan managed to bring Ran- 

A 13-YEAR-OLD BOY WHO дио го the river bank, but the For more information, call Auto Loans Direct Marketing at 845-6777 during office 


saved his younger brother from teenager could have lost his hours or 89-100 (24/7) or text AUTO<space>PROMO<space>name<space>landiine 


drowning in the Pasig River footing in the sloping concrete UE eI INA = 
Wednesday afternoon could and fell into the water. humbetsplace-chy or province and send Кю norton 10000 


Ме к Ў or log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com ог visit any BPI, 
руе Е ci ааа een BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 

34, of Barangay Rosario, Pasig, Another Nayre son, Roel, 

said his sons were swimming in drowned in the river about Promo period: October 1- December 31, 2007 

the river near Floodway, Pasig three years ago. He was 9 years чог 1-2 years loan term "for 3-6 years loan term 

City when the accident happened old when the accident hap- : 


at about 4:30 pm. pened. Z i 
Around that time, the flood- Barangay councilman Felix 3j + 
+ 


gates barriers were opened to Santos, head of the Barangay BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK Drive your Dram 
prevent flooding in low-lying ar- Ugong Rescue Team, said they Get started on tomorrow. 
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eas of Pasig and Marikina cities. would continue searching for 


‘The current apparently was the boy, although they feared 
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Varian Clinac 2100 C 
Multi-Energy Medical Linear Accelerator 


- ` High reliability with the highest uptime in the industry 

. Equipped with an 80-leaf Millennium Multi-leaf Collimator 

- Diverse energy options, regardless of tumor size and location 

- Digital link to radiotherapy process ensures maximum performance, 
and unsurpassed accuracy 

+ Upgradeable and capable of Intensity Modulated Radiation 
Treatment (МАТ), and Image Guided Radiation Treatment САТ) 


Varian Eclipse Treatment Planning System 
3-Dimenslonal Treatment Planning and Virtual Simulation System 


- Powerlully capable of completely integrating and simplifying compl 
3-dimensional treatment planning tasks 5% 

- Fast dose calculation algorithm reduces treatment planning time and 
increases patient turnover with unparalleled accuracy 

+ Streamlines transfer of patient's data throughout the medical facility 

- Features complete set of contouring processing tools... 

- Allows ultra high precision dose delivery to specific targets with 
negligible tissue injury. 


The UPHMC Department of Radiation Oncology: 
Intensifying the Battle Against Cancer 


A powerful ally in battling cancer, Radiotherapy is a highly specialized 
treatment that uses high-energy rays to stop the growth of malignant 
cells. Used alone, or in combination with other treatments, radio- 
therapy can greatly help improve a cancer patient's quality of life. 


The University of Perpetual Help Medical Centers have now 
made world-dass Radiotherapy treatments accessible to cancer 
patients in South Metro Manila and the rest of the metropolis. 
Headed by chairman and CEO Dr. Antonio L Tamayo, our medical 
centers have intensified their arsenal of cancer-fighting resources 
with the acquisition of two identical, brand new and fully integrated 
Radiotherapy systems. Each hospital is now completely equipped 
with its own state-of-the-art radiotherapy facilities and a dedicated 

pe Jano E ATO radiation oncology team committed to providing cancer patlents 


Cbaismon of the Boord E with affordable treatments that are very patient-friendly and safe. 
Chief Executive Officer. 


UNIVERSITY OF PERPETUAL HELP MEDICAL CENTER - LAS PINAS 
Alabang-Zapote Rd., Las Piñas City 

Tel. No. (0632) 874-8515 * Fax No. (0632) 873-7210 

www.uphmc.com.ph 
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Our Department of Radiation Oncologys core technology features 
the Varian Clinac 2100 C, the world's most widely preferred 
multi-energy medical Linear Accelerator. Highly reliable and 
offering a diverse array of eneray options for treating patients, it is 
equipped with a Millennium multi-leaf collimator which, when 
digitally integrated with the accelerator, the Varian Eclipse 
Treatment Planning System, and interfaced with our CT Scan 
Simulator System, makes for 100% 3-dimensional accuracy and 
precision. Completing our integrated department are the Low- 
Dose-Rate Brachytherapy System for gynecological and ENT 
malignancies, the Varian Acuity Fluoroscopy and X-ray System, and 
the Huestis Block Making System for the simplest to the most 
complex shapes a treatment plan requires. 


К ч 
Armed with a 30-year tradition of healthcare excellence, the 
University of Perpetual Help Medical Centers are all geared up 
for a battle half won. With passionate service and compassionate 
care, our dedicated Radiation Oncology team, led by department 
chairman Robert P. Dulay, MD, is now even more empowered to 
give every cancer patient a fighting chance. 


UNIVERSITY OF PERPETUAL HELP MEDICAL CENTER - BINAN, LAGUNA 
Sto. Мїйо, Bihan, Laguna 
Tel. No. (049) 511-8759 • 511-6381 
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the WORLD "ee 
Major computer privacy breach hits UK 


LONDON—THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT STRUG- for children were sent out foma account numbers, there were leader of the Conservative Party S25 per additional child. Those 
pid government tax agency unregis- names, addresses and national said in Parliament that the gov- who choose to have the money 
gled Wednesday to explain its loss of computer fered, via private delivery service. insurance numbers, the British emmenthad “faled in its first du- deposited directly into bank ac- 
disks containing detailed personal information on The токе: опе of three this erase z Social Security ty—to protect the public.” counts must provide this infor- 
r, year in which the agency improp- numbers. They also held data Bank officials said they had mation to the government. 
25 million Britons, including an unknown number f handled its vast archive of on almost every child under 16. scrutinized their records back to The disks were protected by a 
of bank account identifiers, in what analysts de- pexrel dan. according лп ас — Thehead дешн Oct. 18, when the disks were password, the government said, 
cribed as potentially the most significant privacy count by the chancellor of the ex- Gray, resigned Tuesday, and Prime mailed, but had discerned noun- but were not encrypted. They 
а ae Sem y gn privacy chequer—including the sending Minister Gordon Brown apolo- usual account activity, and the were sent by Her Majesty's Rev- 
reach of the digital era. ofa second set of disks when the — gized to the nation on Wednesday government pledged that no in- enue and Customs, the country's 
It has defended its decision rity measures in place first. first set did not arrive. and said he had ordered a review dividuals would be responsible tax collection agency, to the Na- 
not to reveal the loss until Tues- The data went astray in Octo- The disks lost in Britain con- of the government's handling of for any losses related to the secu- tional Audit Office, which moni- 
day, 10 days after it had been in- ber, after two computer disks that tained detailed personal infor- all private data. The data breach rity breach. British families are tors government spending, via a 
formed, saying banks had asked contained information on families mation on 40 percent of the offered the opposition new am- eligible for a weekly payment of parcel delivery company, TNT. 
for time to put heightened secu- that receive government benefits population: Besides the bank munition. David Cameron, the $36.30 for their first child, and 
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Pakistan court clears way 


for Musharraf's 2nd term 
ISLAMABAD—Pak- 
istan's Supreme Court, 
stacked with judges 
friendly to President 
Pervez Musharraf, on 
Thursday threw out a fi- 
nal challenge to his re- 
election and paved the 
way for him to quitas 
army chief. The long- 
awaited ruling comes as 


Musharraf faces the 

prospect of Pakistans MUSHARRAF 
Second suspension from the Commonwealth 
since he took power in a bloodless 1999 coup, 
because he continues to resist cals to fully f 
emergency rule imposed on Nov3. "Dismissed," 


Chief Justice Abdul Hamid Dogar said after hear- 
ing the petition, the sixth and final challenge to 


Musharraf's Oct. 6 reelection to be thrown out by 
the court. Musharraf repeatedly promised to relin- 
quish his army post and be sworn in as a civilan 
leader for a second five-year term in what he calls 

a transition to civilian-led democracy once his re- 


- election had been endorsed by the court. Reuters 
from Daly City to Davao City, sca 
5 stalk cyclone-hit Bangladesh 


DHAKA—The fear of disease and starvation 


E 
was growing in Bangladesh Thursday as relief 
e workers battled the clock to get vital aid to cy- 
y clone victims who have been without adequate 


food and water for a week. In some places, aid 
workers said the obstacles were so great that 


£ the immediate focus was simply to supply 
enough to keep people alive. The desperately- 
a needed supplies were reaching victims slowly 


because many roads had been washed away 
and narrow waterways—in some cases the only 
LBC BANK - POISED TO BECOME NO. 1 REMITTANCE BANK 7 با‎ ер dee: 
LBC Bank complements the worldwide remittance business of 4 ی‎ даш oada sirda ro sat 
the LBC Group, addressing the ever-growing needs of the Bashar Ahmed of ActionAid. “It is unbelievable 
millions of Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs) and their families д К how people have been surviving in these condi- 
by offering them breakthrough products and banking services. tions," she added. Cyclone Sidr smashed into 
Take ATM Bilis Padala. Through LBC Bank's integrated online Bangladesh's southern coast last Thursday 
system, ай it takes is а few seconds to send money from ahy “i 3 ‚ رام ورم ر‎ eto cel 
local and international affiliate to an LBC Bank ATM Bilis Padala killed more than 3,400 people. Millions more 
card, Get remittances anytime through LBC Bank ATMs and in d are estimated to be without shelter. АР 
over 6,000 Megalink BancNet and Expressnet ATMs * HIV dı n 

nationwide. No set-up fee. No bank account required. : rug resistance — 
reported in central China 

LBC BANK TODAY HONG KONG— Significant numbers of people 
Starting as a small rural bank in 1956 and acquired by the LBC Group in 1995, LBC Bank has grown by leaps and bounds to what living with HIV in central China have developed 


е Я ш {full-blown AIDS despite receiving free antiretro- 
it is today - a premier development bank with 20 branches, deposits of 3.6 billion pesos, and assets of over 4 billion pesos. viral (ARV) drugs, a leading AIDS researcher said 


on Thursday. “Recent studies found that a signif- 
LBC Bank has been recognized for its exceptional commitment and outstanding service to clients ~ as Top Development Bank icant portion of patients still developed AIDS af- 


by the National Consumer Affairs Foundation, Most Outstanding Development Bank by the Philippine Marketing Excellence ter two years of treatment due to the problem of 
Awards Institute, as a “Superbrand” by the Superbrands Philippines Council and more recently, as finalist to the Best Practices drug ET Sad Chen Zive director of 

diss E i Ко و‎ the newly opened AIDS Institute atthe Unversity 
Award for Access to Finance by the DTI and the Small.& Medium Enterprises Development Council DENON Kou. PADI of bouts of er 
ers in the central Chinese province of Henan 
were infected in the 1990s through schemes in 
which people sold blood to unsanitary, often 
‘state-run health clinics, making the province the 
OUR PRODUCTS AND SERVICES center of China's AIDS epidemic. Reuters 
i a ideis ed bank, em Bank € зоа 0а egies accounts, time pie € bis being os Chirac under investigation 

'ousing, microfinance and commercial loans. Clients enjoy your banking convenience throu: legaLinl incNet arx 
окы ы = dare for misuse of funds as mayor 
PARIS—Former Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac 

OUR GROUP ndr 


: was placed under for- E 
LBC Bank is a member of the LBC Group which includes LBC Express Inc, the biggest courier company in the country with over mal investigation on f 


600 branches and over 70 branches overseas. Wednesday on susp, 793 # 3 


es 
cion of misusing public b^ ~ 2 
gp і ا‎ ; 

E Û 


LBC Bank continues to be a major force in the development of the nation’s economy, becoming an indispensable partner in 
the enrichment of Filipino lives. 


OUR PARTNERS funds by handing out 


Forging partnerships with real estate companies, property developers and car dealerships, LBC Bank helps Filipinos realize aaa ak aliens 


h when he was mayor of B^ 
their dreams of living easier, better lives. Paris. Chirac's lawyer, 


Jacques Vell, said that 
a judge who was exam- CHIRAC 
ining “fraudulent mis- 
use of public funds" had questioned his client 
for three and a half hours Wednesday morning. 
"They talked in general terms about the organi- 
zation of the Paris City Hall" Vell said, adding 
that more hearings would follow. Chirac, who 

а was mayor from 1977 to 1995 and then presi- 
Bangko mg kiari dent of France until May, defended himself in 

an article published Wednesday on the opinion 

www.lbcbank.com.ph pages of Le Monde. He wrote that he had made 


"legitimate and necessary" appointments while 
Te et a анын Mere Pease еа nan Copan. he was mayor, and that “there was never any 
"^ personal enrichment." NYT 
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STANDINGS 
Hapee 
Harbour 
SMig Cottee 
Toyota Bal. 
Mail & More 
Pharex 
Bacchus 0 
GAMES TOMORROW 
(The Arena, San Juan) 
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6 
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HAPEE'S flashy Fil-Am 
Gabe Norwood rattles 
‘the rim with an 
unmolested reverse 
dunkin yesterday's 
game against Pharex. 
AUGUST DELA CRUZ 


vs Harbour Centre 
4p.m—Toyota 
Balintawak vs Pharex 


in Hapee sweep 


- 
ellesse 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


SHOWING NO SIGNS OF 
burnout, Fil-Am Gabe Norwood 
came up with his worthiest per- 

f, formance yet as Hapee Tooth- 

paste overwhelmed Pharex, 103- 
80, yesterday to complete a seven- 
game elimination-round sweep of 
the PBL V-Go Extreme Energy Drink 

Cup at The Arena in San Juan. 

Norwood, who has been training with the Harbour-Philippine Team 

bound for the Southeast Asian Games, posted a game-high 24 points 

along with four rebounds, seven assists, a pair of steals and a block. 

“We're very happy its an achievement; our fastbreak points did won- 
ders,” said coach Jun Noel after the Complete Protectors recorded the 
franchise's best-ever record. 

Hapee will be clustered in Pool A in the next round along with fellow 
semifinalist Harbour Centre and San Mig Coffee, which clinched the 
twice-to-beat quarterfinal incentive after outlasting Bacchus Energy 
Drink, 73-65, in the first game.“ 

Hapee and idle Harbour Centre, running second at 6-1, seized auto- 
‘matic semifinal berths even before advancing to the pool round, which 
will start tomorrow. 
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Built for both on-road and off-road use, Suzuki Grand Vitara packs power as well as prestige, as its 2.0 liter engine is engineered 
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Arevalo stuns Japanese, gains ITF q'finals 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


CZARINA MAE AREVALO PULLED OFF A 
shock win over seeded Japanese Ayumi 
Ока and reached the quarterfinals of the 
Smar-PLDT ITF women’s tennis touma- 
ment at the Manila Polo Club shellcourts. 

Flashing agility and verve, Arevalo 
blew past fifth seed Oka, 7-6 (0), 7-5, to 
keep the country’s campaign going fol- 
lowing the early departure of three com- 
patriots. 

‘Arevalo now goes up against feisty sec- 
ond seed Майа Ekshibarova of Uzbek- 


istan who fashioned out a 6-4, 4-6, 6-3 tri- 
umph over Indonesia's Jessy Rompies. 

"She's the second seed. I can't tell my 
chances against her because she's tough,” 
said the stocky 5-foot-7 Arevalo. "I will 
just do my best." 

Considering that no Filipino bet has 
gone past the second round in the tourna- 
ments first phase last week, Arevalo's win 
proved to be a tough feat, one that even 
surprised the 22-year-old who is looking 
forward to her coming Southeast Asian 
Games stint. 

"She (Oka) played flat,” Arevalo said of 


the Japanese netter. 

‘Oka, who bowed out in the second 
round last week, put up a gallant stand in 
the first set when she forged a tiebreak. 

But the rally fell short as the Filipina 
scholar at University of Bangkok ham- 
mered her way to a love-game. 

Arevalo later admitted that she got in- 
spired by the presence of her manager 
Tina La’O, who she said watched her last 
play two years ago. 

Also making the quarterfinals was Thai 
Varanya Vijuksanaboon, who upset top 
seed Anastasia Poltoratskaya, 5-7, 6-2, 6- 


4. Vijuksanaboon will face last week's run- 
ner-up Kai Chen-chang who outlasted 
Vivien Silfany Tony, 6-4, 4-6, 7-6 (3). ` 

Last weeks winner Nicole Riner of 
‘Switzerland also advanced after booting 
ош Jeong Yoon-young of Korea, 6-4, 6-0. 
Her next opponent is Chinese Taipei's 
Chen Yi, a 6-2, 6-3 victor over Korea's Hye 
Mi-byun. 

Seventh seed Ling Zhang hacked out a 
7-5, 6-1 win over Korea's Da Jung-hong to 
advance against Margarita Edinarpva, 
who disposed of third seed Eun Hye Cho, 
75,64. 


Bata, 2 others 
unscathed in 
All Japan pool 


VETERAN EFREN "BATA" REYES, DEFEND- 
, ing champion Lee Vann Corteza and Warren 
F Kiamco hurdled their first two rivals at, the 
start of the 40th All Japan Championship at 
w the Hotel New Archaic Hall in Amagasaki-shi, 
Hyogo, Japan Wednesday. 
"The 53-year-old Reyes clobbered D. Enami 
Ё and Y. Morino of Japan, while Corteza, 28, 
downed T. Haraguchi of Japan and 2007 Guin- 
= ness Asian 9-Ball tour overall grand finale 
champion Chang Jung lin of Taiwan. 

‘The 38-year-old Kiamco outplayed K. Suzu- 

* ki and A. Shiraiwa of Japan to keep Filipino 
hopes flying high in the double elimination 

ух event which offers 2,000,000 (P800,000) to 
the champion. 

In the next round, Reyes goes up against К. 

f Hirota of Japan, Corteza tests the mettle of 
2005 Taiwan World Pool runner-up Kuo Po- 
„ cheng of Taiwan, and Kiamco meets two-time 

Asian Games 9-ball gold medalist Yang Ching- 
shun of Taiwan, 

Hirota earlier crushed compatriots М. 
Mizushita and Y. Mori Kuo blasted Lee Chen- 
man of Hong Kong and Т. Yamamoto of Japan 

while Yang walloped Н. Kato of Japan and Toh 
Lian Han of Singapore, in order. 

‘Two other RP bets, former world No. 1 
Francisco “Django” Bustamante and Ramil 
Gallego, split their first two matches and fell 

Jf into the losers bracket. 
‘The 43-year-old Bustamante nipped T: No- 
, da of Japan but succumbed to Japanese Y 
Hisada in the next round. Gallego beat Au Chi- 
аё of Hong Kong but yielded to Hung Hsiang- 
Evens of Taiwan. 
Marlon Bernardino; Contributor 


ALASKA'S Reynel Hugnatan harasses Purefoods’ 
game placed under protest by the Aces. 


Richard Yee in the 
AAMT ORAZ 


„Key UST-SSC о duel up 


IT WILL BE WAR AT THE ARENA 
today when University of Santo 
‘Tomas and San Sebastian College 
collide in their bid to move closer to 
an automatic finals berth of the 2007 
Shakey’s V-League women's volley- 
ball second conference. 

‘The Tigresses and the Lady Stags, 
tied for the lead at 8-1, are expected 
to go all out in their 5 p.m. tiff in ће 
penultimate semifinal playdate to 
avoid a possible playoff for the sec- 
ond finals slot. 

However, the winner is not yet as- 
sured ofthe first finals seat as another 
deadlock looms depending on the re- 
© sults of Sunday's schedule. 

In case of another tie between UST 
yp and San Sebastian, the won-set ratio 

* would be applied. As of Tuesdays 

matches, the Tigresses are ahead by 
jî one won-set, 26 to 25. 

On Sunday, the Tigresses will meet 
the Ateneo Lady Eagles, who inflicted 
Ë their only loss so far. 
Оп the other hand, the Lady Stags 
have a lighter opponent in the De La 
Р Salle Lady Archers who are already 
„j out of the running. 
# The Lady Eagles, desperately need 

to win that match to qualify for the 3- 

i оЁ4 incentive which awards a playoff 


$ 


‘THE TIGRESSES in fine form against the Lady Falcons. 


berth for the second finals seat to the 
team that wins three out of its four 
semifinal games. 

If the Tigresses beat the Lady Ea- 
gles, Ateneo bows out of contention 
and paves the way for another UST- 
San Sebastian championship. 

UST won the first conference finals 
via a 2-0 sweep, handing the Recto- 
based squad its second consecutive 


snap the Lady St 
ning run. 


tournament. 


Malaysians, Indonesians see 
action as NBC Cup gets going 


TAGAYTAY CITY—MALAYSIAS NATION- 
AL Basketball League Selection and Indone- 
sia Basketball League's Stadium five strut 
their wares against separate rivals today at 
the start of the 2007 Tagaytay-NBC Interna- 
tional Invitational Cup tournament at the 
‘Tolentino Sports Center here. 

‘The Malaysians, fresh from their golden 
triumph in the recent Johor Invitational, go 
up against the MVP Pacman-Gensan War- 
riors at 2 p.m. while the Indons square off 
with Tagaytay-Spring Cooking Oil at 4 p.m. 

‘Two other local teams—Mayor Sammy 
Co's Pagadian Explorers and Armando Qui- 
bods Montana Pawnshop-Davao—will 
compete in the two-group tournament. 

“After three foreign stints, its now NBC's 
tum to host our friendly rivals,” said Tagay- 
tay Mayor and NBC executive vice president 


Bambol Tolentino. “We expect to have a 
lively, exciting basketball week.” 

The Cooking Oil Masters of NBC presi- 
dent Nathaniel “Tac” Padilla and Mayor To- 
Jentino hope to improve their second-place 
finish in the Johor tourney. 

“The boys are in top shape,” said Padilla 
and Tolentino. “We have established good 
ties with our neighboring countries. 

Highlighting today’s 1:30 p.m. opening 
ceremony is а performance by the Tagaytay 
City Science Dance Troupe. 

‘The Malaysians will be bracketed with 
Pagadian and MP Pacman-Gensan in Group 
A, while the Indons will be in Group B with 
‘Tagaytay-Spring and Montana Pawnshop. 

The top two team will advance to the 
semifinals, with the winners of two knock- 
out matches disputing the title. 


runner-up finish. 

The Tigresses won during their 
elimination round meeting on Nov. 
12, 21-25, 25-19, 25-9, 25-16, to 


tags’ five-game win- 


Based on statistics, the Lady Stags 
are the best attackers, receivers, 
servers and setters in the eight-team 


Romina S. Austria 


By Musong В. Castillo 


ROCK-SOLID TALK ‘N TEXT AND MAGNO- 
lia try to keep their share of second place 
when they clash against separate foes to- 
day at the close of their respective first- 
round stints in the Smart PBA Philippine 
Cup at the Araneta Coliseum. 

The Phone Pals slug it out with Air21 in the 
4:35 p.m. contest before the Beverage Masters 
tangle with formidable Red Bull at 7:20. 

Both squads, lying three games behind solo 
leader Purefoods with 5-3 slates, will be coming 
off convincing victories and are tipped as slight 
favorites over their foes. 

‘The Phone Pals will ride the momentum of a 
113-88 demolition job of Coca-Cola Sunday. 
That was the fourth straight time that Talk N 
Text defeated Coca-Cola this year. 

Magnolia, on the other hand, tripped sister 
squad and defending champion Barangay Gine- 
bra, 101-90, on the same day, and coach Siot 
Tenquingcen is obviously anxious to see his 
powerhouse squad play as one before the next 
phase starts next week. 

Meanwhile, the league junked Alaska's 
protest of Purefoods’ narrow 87-86 victory over. 
the Aces Wednesday night. з 

Officer-in-charge Renauld “Sonny” Barrios, in 


Que best Pinoy 
~ after 1st round 
on 2-under 70 


HANOI—ANGELO QUE, WHO WON HIS 
breakthrough tournament in this land in 2004, 


gave himself a chance of duplicating the feat 


Thursday. 

The Carlsberg Vietnam champion Que fired a 
two-under-par 70 on a four-birdie, two-bogey 
round at the Hanoi Phoenix Golf Resort to stay 
within four strokes behind Martin Rominger of 
‘Switzerland in the first round of the inaugural 
$500,000 Vietnam Masters. 

Mars Pucay was the second-best scorer among 
the five Filipinos in the field as he matched par 
72 while Iskandar Johor Open champion 
Artemio Murakami and Marlon Dizon carded 
73s. Jerome Delariarte had a 74 and needs a big 
round to make Friday's halfway cut. 

Rominger shot a 66 to grab a one-stroke lead 
over Taiwanese Lin Weng-hong. 

Nine players players failed to finish the round 
due to darkness and will complete their first 18 
holes early Friday. 

‘Among the stranded players was Simon Grif- 
fiths of England who was four under with three 
holes to play Six others were already in the club- 
house also at four under, among them Malaysia's 
Iain Steel and Korea's Mo Joong-kyung. 

‘Asian Tour News 


Gabe gives best ... rre 


The two leaders, along with 
San Mig Coffee, will clash in no- 
bearing games in Pool A, while the 
bottom teams will meer in round- 
robin games in Pool B to battle for 
the last three quarterfinal seats. 

Reed Juntilla, Mark Borboran 
and Alfie Grijaldo also delivered 
double-figure performances as the 
Complete Protectors coasted with 
25 points for a 90-68 lead. 

Kelvin dela Peña and Al Mag- 
payo buried clutch baskets for the 
Coffee Kings, who clinched the 
third spot due to a superior quo- 
tient after finishing tied at 3-4 
with Toyota Balintawak and Mail 


and More. 


Magpayo shot eight of his 13 
‘markers in the final period to lead 
the Coffee Kings to а 68-64 advan- 
tage, from 58-58, heading into the 


final minute. 


Dela Pefia, the reigning NCAA 


Most Valuable Player, also fired a 
key triple to cushion the lead at 
71-65 with 17.3 seconds left. 

"There was pressure, we cannot 
deny that; Tm just glad the boys 
stepped up,” said coach Koy Banal 
after the Coffee Kings halted a 
three-game slide. 


The scores: 

First Game 

SAN MIG 73— Deis Peña 16, Custodio 14, 
Magpayo 13, Raises 12 аа 8, Pascual 4, 
Dal Rosario 4, Luanzon 2, Dalat 0, Bolocon 0, 
ao 0, Angeles 0. 

BACCHUS 65—Cagoco 15, Guevara 12, 
Llagas 12, Raymundo 6, Ратрйте 5, Thiele 5, 
Уз 4, Mendoza 4, Mariner 2, Mondragon 
0, Wales 0. 

Quarters: 14-20, 35-39, 5152,7365 

Second Game 

HAPEE 103—Nonwood 24, Јата 18, 
Borbon 13, Grado 13, Rodriguez 9, Viray 7, 
Mercado 6, Hognatn 6, Espintu 4, Daa 2 
Зарипов 1, Ouinday 0. 

'PHAREX 89—Watias 23, Co 17, Alea 13, 
Atad 11, Genta 4, De Guzman 4, Ora 4, 
an 2. Burtscher 3, Aquino 0, Soriano D. 

Quarters: 35-25, 49-40, 75-64, 103-80 


a letter sent to Alaska. 
team manager Joaqui 
Trillo, cited the lack of 
“а technical error “on 
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Purefoods 
Talk N Text 
‘Magnolia 


cials” and the “techni- 
cal error (that) clearly 
altered the outcome of 
the game.” 

Alaska placed the 
game under protest, 
claiming there were 
two violations com- 
mitted in the final 6.9 
seconds which es- 
caped the referees and 
resulted in the Aces’ loss following a Rommel 
‘Adducul basket at the buzzer. 

Brandon Cablay, Alaska cited in its protest, 
“rebounded” the ball in a jumpball situation 
‘with Sonny Thoss, an infraction which Barrios 
said was caused by an error on the part of the 
referee, who made a bad toss and called for the 
rejump. 

The second violation, the travel by Kerby 
Raymundo who was able to find Adducul for 
the winning shot, did not happen "because Ray- 
mundo lost the ball because of contact with 
Sonny Thoss." 


Месса 
Ginebra 
CocaCola 1 
GAMES TODAY 
(Araneta Coliseum) 
435p.m—Ai21 vs 
Talk N Text 
7:20 .m.—Magnolia 
vs Red Bull 


[^ SPORTSWATCH 


Kimoni badminton finale 


tourney dangles РІ million 
AWHOPPING PRIZE POT OF P1 MILLION 
їп cash and merchandize are at stake in the 
final tournament of the Kimoni Badminton 
Tour 2007 tomorrow and Sunday at the. 
Yonex Badminton Court on Shaw Boule- 
vard, Mandaluyong City. 

Championships will be disputed in the 
men's, ladies and mixed doubles by club 
players 21 years and older, as well as in the 
20-and-under and 15-and-under cate- 
gories. 

Players from Ilocos Sur, Cabanatuan: 
City, Laguna, Cavite, Mindoro, Davao, lolo 
and Palawan will slug it out with their 
Metro Manila counterparts for top honors. 

Teody Villaflor of Match Control super- 
vises the leveling of the tournament which 
follows the tour's third anniversary compe- 
tition in July that drew over 1,300 players. 


Pasay’s ‘Mushalo’ derby on 
MORE THAN 100 FIGHTS ARE ON TAP 

in the P300,000 "Mushalo Sa Pasay" 2- 
cock derby starting at 10 a.m. today at the 
Pasay City Cockpit. 

Backed by Sagupaan Complexor 3000, 
today's event has an entry fee of P3,300, 
according to pit manager Butchoy Olano, 
the derby host. He said free breakfast will 
be served to handlers and gaffers. 

Participants who will score 2 points will 
share in the P150,000 champions’ prize; 

The fastest-win champion will receive 
P20,000; second and third, P15,000; | 
fourth to seventh, P5,000. A jackpot prize 
‘of P50,000 awaits the eight placer. e 

For inquiries: 843-1890 and 843-1746. 


Race re 
Notisiom (2). 
Win Lane), 
urs (4) $ 
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abyog (8), Cheska Run (б), Godsphere (5), Tale 
"en (7), Amazing Pace (2) 

Race 3r Monoy Bank (7), My Special Mo 
ment (5), Sir Barbar (3), Mr Golater (4) 
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Meza braces for tough 222 C9 cm 
Boom Boom showdown ти. нол 0472521221 тиеби Nos 172321223 


By Salven L. Lagumbay 
Contributor 


MEXICAN ANTONIO MEZA KNOWS 
what's at stake when he faces Filipino Rey 
“Boom Boom" Bautista at the Araneta Coli- 
eum on Dec. 2, and has prepared himself 
for the tough grind in Mexico City under 
former world champion Edgar Cardenas. 

` The southpaw Meza, also known as "Bar- 
rio,” says he is now in peak form. 

“t cannot fail,” Meza told the boxing website 
Boxnoticias. “Lam going to bring to the Philip- 
pines the arsenal that have. I know that it will bea difficult 
fight and that I should look for a knockout. 

"Lam very conscientious in training for this fight, which I 
know should be very tough because Boom Boom is every- 
body's idol in the Philippines." 


pmo 


2. COMMENTARY... 
Say it ain't 
so, Joe 


By Percy D. Della 


| SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA—SANA- 
j magan. 

Pardon me for borrowing the late 
Manong Max Soliven's trademark 
barb. 

Can't help it when the father of the 
Philippine Olympic sports family, who 
is supposed to treat the children equal- 
ly, drops his guard and reveals he has a 
favorite. 

And itis none other than the spoiled 
brat. 

You'll get steamed, too, if you are a * 
fan of sports other than basketball. 

You'd scream Manong Max's remark 
at the top of your lungs. Get hot under 
the collar if you happen to work for a 
national sports association (NSA) oth- 
er than the much-favored, wealthy, in- 
dependent republic of the Samahang 
Basketbol ng Pilipinas. 

Here you are, busting your butts 
preparing your athletes to help defend 
the overall title in the Southeast Asian 
Games in December. Then all of a sud- 
den, Jose “Peping” Cojuangco, presi- 
dent of the Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee, drops a bombshell. 

Retaining the Southeast Asian ге- 
gion's sports bragging rights in 
Bangkok this year, says our exalted 
Olympic sports leader would be hol- 
Jow—nothing, empty, nada. 

Ifwe don't win the basketball gold. 

Filipinos just love basketball so 
| much—he ponders deeply—so we 
cannot afford to lose in this sport. We 
can lose in any other sport, but not in 
basketball. 

Sanamagan. 

Say it ain't so, Joe. We expected bet- 
ter from you. 

Your famous words could be your. 
famous last words among the restless 
NSAs whose not-so-secret desire is to 
wring basketballs neck for relegating 
them to the fringes of Philippine sports. 

Your famous words just sent the 
morale plunging for the other athletes 
covetous of cage fortunes. Worse, you 
may have even forced their benefac- 
tors to beat a hasty retreat as the days 
to the SEA Games trickle to a precious 
few. 

Say it ain't so, Joe. The people 
whose NSAs you have advertently, or 
inadvertently, slammed will be around 
the table next year when someone is 
plucked from semi-obscurity into a po- 
sition of national preeminence as POC 
president. 

Unless you expect someone other 
than yourself to be the democratically 
chosen nominee for that post, now is 
the time to mend fences with the sib- 
lings. 

Say it ain't so Joe. Only the politics 
of basketball could make you utter 
something this foolish, 

Basketball holds an unbelievable 
sway on the poor, to the detriment of 
[ barangay level sports development. 

Why? Because of statements like 
yours. 

Joe, a wiser politician might wonder 
whether sticking your neck for a sport 
[ that has single-handedly turned the 

nation's athletic landscape into 
ground zero breeds potential adver- 
saries and inspires them to revenge. 

To be one-dimensional does not cut 
it. 

Say it ain't so, Joe. 2008 is just. 


around the bend. 


Sports Note: Condolences to one of 
my bosom buddies, Willie Hernandez, of 
the Natomas area in Sacramento, whose 
mom died in Barangay Buttong, Laoag 
City, last week. Interment is at the Laoag 
City cemetery when Willie and his sib- 
lings arrive from the United States. 


MEZA: In peak form 


‘The 25-year-old Meza (23-3, 16 KOs) hails 
from Mexicali, although he was born in Sono- 
ra province. 

The Bautista-Meza bout headlines the eight- 
fight extravaganza dubbed “Payback,” which is 
being promoted by Third Force Promotions 

‘As a bonus to ticket buyers, organizers said 
they would also show, right before the main 
event, Nonito Donaire's title defense in Con- 
necticut on the same day via closed-circuit TV 
inside the Big Dome. 

Solar Sports’ William Tieng and ABC 5з 
‘Tony Boy Cojuangco firmed up the deal. 

“This just goes to show how true sportsmen can work to- 
gether ... to help Filipino boxers and give the best to Pinoy 
sports fans," said Third Force promoter Noli Eala. "Tm sure 
the fans will have a wonderful time watching Boom Boom, 
‘AJ (Banal), and now Donaire in one venue.” 
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SAN ANTONIO Spurs guard. 


Tony Parker, driving to the 


basket ina third quarter 


play, scores a season-high 32 
points against the Orlando 
Magic. 
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SPORTS 


SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS—FRENCH 
guard Tony Parker scored a season- 
high 32 points and Tim Duncan 
added 20 points and 16 re- 
7M, bounds to power the defend- 
ing champion San Antonio 
Spurs past Orlando 128- 
110, here Wednesday. 
San Antonio, unbeaten 
at home this season, ral- 
lied to snap the Magi 
run as the lone remaining 
National Basketball Asso- 
ciation team undefeated 
away from home after a 7- 
0 road start. 
Orlando center Dwight 
Howard scored 19 of his 34 
points and grabbed 12 of his 
16 rebounds in the first half 
to spark the Magic to a 64-59 
half-time edge. For the game, 
Howard connected оп 14-019 
shots from the field. 
But after the Magic grabbed 
their biggest lead at 67-59 to open 
the second half, the Spurs answered 
with a 25-14 run over the next nine 
minutes, Duncan and Parker combin- 
ing for the last 13 points in a run that 
put San Antonio ahead, 84-81. 

The Spurs kept the Magic scoreless 
for four minutes and 15 seconds in the 
middle of the fourth quarter, stretching 
а 99-95 edge into а 107-95 bulge with 
Michael Finley and Brent Barry con- 
cluding the run by each hitting a three- 
pointer. 


Argentina's Manu Ginobili scored 27 
points for the Spurs and Barry sank 
five three-pointers on his way to a sea- 
son-high 19 points for the Spurs, who 
shot 13-0f-24 from beyond the 3-point 
the arc and improved to 10-2 on the 
season. 

Turkey's Hedo Turkoglu scored a 
season-high 26 for Orlando and added 
five assists. 

Jameer Nelson scored 15 for the 
Magic, who fell to 10-3 after their five- 
game win streak ended. 


Celtics 105, Warriors 82 

At Boston, Ray Allen scored 21 
points and Boston beat Golden State to 
record a sixth straight home victory. 

Paul Pierce and Kevin Garnett both 
had double-doubles for the Celtics, 
which improved to 9-1 overall and 
have won their six home games by an 
average of 22 points. Garnett had 20 
points and 10 rebounds, while Pierce. 
added 19 points and 10 boards. 


Pistons 98, Knicks 86 

At Auburn Hills, Michigan, 
Chauncey Billups had season highs 
with 25 points and 15 assists, directing 
Detroit over slumping New York. 

New York has lost eight straight, the 
NBAs longest losing streak this season 
and speculation is growing that coach 
Isiah Thomas job may be in jeopardy. 


Cavaliers 97, Timberwolves 86 
At Minneapolis, LeBron James had 


ВАМСКОК--ТНЕ EVERGREEN FRANKIE Mi- 
fioza of the Philippines is eager to go one better 
than last year and win the end-f-season Volvo 
Masters of Asia next month. 

iñoza finished second хо local hero 
Thongchai Jaidee at the Thai Country Club last 
year aftera thrilling final-day tussle. 

The 48-year-old Mifioza, a former Asian No. 1 
and regular winner on the Japan Tour, carried 
over that form into the 2007 season with an emo- 
tional home victory in the Philippine Open in 
February and runner-up spot at the Indonesia 
Open a fortnight later. 

Those results took Mifioza to the top of the 
Asian Tour's UBS Order of Merit with $147,156. 
He is currently placed 17th after spending most 
of the season playing on the Japan Tour. 

Keeping himself busy, Mifioza rejoined the 
Japan Tour and shot a one-over 73 at the start of 
the $1.3 million Casio World Open at the Kochi 
Kuroshio Country Club in Koshi Thursday. 

Frankie was in a 10-way tie for 17th place, four 
strokes behind a four-way deadlock for top spot 
among Japan's Toru Taniguchi, Taichi Teshima 
and Tateo Ozaki and Korean 1. J. Chang. 


Good start 

Miñoza will go into the $750,000 Volvo Mas- 
ters of Asia on a high after his recent victory at the 
ABC Championship on the Japan Golf Tour. That 
was his seventh triumph in Japan and took his ca- 
reer tally to 16 victories. 

“It has been a great season for me,” said Mi- 
йога, “After I won the Philippine Open my dream. 
was to win two tournaments in one year before I 
reached 50 years old—and I did it. 

"That was a dream come true but I still have 
time to win a third tournament at the Volvo Mas- 
ters of Asia.” 
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Mifioza rates highly |. 
in Volvo Masters ` 
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nd to Magic’s spell 


45 points, eight rebounds and five as- 
sists to carry Cleveland over Minneso- 
та. 

Despite playing the second game of 
а back-to-back, James topped 40 
points, for the second time in the past 
three games. 

Minnesota fell to 1-8. 


Wizards 114, Bobcats 111, OT 

At Charlotte, North Carolina, Caron 
Butler helped make up for the loss of 
leading scorer Gilbert Arenas at least 
for a night, scoring 39 points to lead 
Washington over Charlotte in over- 
time. 

With the Wizards receiving the jolt- 
ing news that their star will be out for 
about three months after Arenas un- 
derwent knee surgery earlier in the 
day, Butler scored seven points in over- 
time, including two free throws with 
15.5 seconds left to give Washington a 
three-point lead. А 

Washington continued 
turnaround from an 0-5 start. 


Mavericks 100,Rockets94 — - 
‘At Houston, Devin Harris scored 22 
points and converted a key three-point 
play in the closing minutes, and Dallas 
rallied from a double-digit deficit for 
thesecondstraiphtgame. AR AFP 


OTHER RESULTS: Hawks 82, Heat 79; Bucks 
110, Lakers 103; Pacers 105, Hornets 93; Raptors 
95, Grizzlies 89; Nets 106, Тай Blazers 101; Clip- 
pers 101, Nuggets 90. 


urdle rivals, 


earn Beijing 


The Volvo Masters of Asia at Thai Country Club 
from Dec. 6-9 will be Mifioza's eighth tourna- 
ment on the trot but he believes his passion for 
the game will keep him firing on all cylinders. 

“I still have a passion for the game and a love! 
for winning. I have to work hard at the gym to 
keep up with all the young lads on the circuit,” 
said Mifioza, who commands huge respect on the 
Asian and Japan Tours. 


“Iwill be a little bit tired (in Thailand) as it will 5c. 


be my eighth tournament in a row but I have to 
do it. 1 have a chance for another win before the 
end of the year." 


Tough Thai course 

Mifioza is itching to reacquaint himself with 
the demanding Thai Country Club layout in the 
finale to the Asian Tour. 

“I really like Thai Country Club," he said. “It is 
a long and tough course, you need to hit the ball 
good and putt well. I will have a good feeling go- 
ing back and I hope to play well again and possi- 
bly win. 

‘The top 60 players on the Asian Tour's UBS Or- 
der of Merit after the Cambodian Open will be el- 
igible to compete in the Volvo Masters of Asia 
which is being played at the magnificent Thai 
Country Club for the third successive year. 


Asian Tour News Ф ¥ 


FRANKIE Мйога is looking at a Volvo 
Masters Asia victory after finishing 
second behind Thai Thongchai Jaidee 


last year. 


Pelé jersey Beckham not retiring despite 
s failed Euro '08 bid 


auctioned 
for $137,000 


LONDON—A YELLOW BRAZIL FOOT- 
ball shirt worn by Pelé during the 1970 
World Cup final has been sold for 
66,500 pounds ($137,100) at auction 
in London, Christie's said Wednesday. 

The shirt was the most expensive 
sale in an auction of memorabilia be- 
longing to former England captain 
Bobby Moore and Brazil's Mario Zagal- 
o, who was national team manager in 
1970 when his side won. 

The buyer Tuesday was anonymous 
and the shirt had carried an estimate of 
up to 80,000 pounds. 

Other eye-catching lots included a 
shirt worn by Zagallo when he played 
in the 1962 World Cup final, which far 
exceeded its price tag, selling for 
18,500 pounds from an estimate of up 
to 12,000 pounds. 

Zagallo was part of the first Brazil- 
jan team to win the World Cup in 1958 
and was again in the side when they re- 
tained the trophy four years later. AFP 


England’ 


DAVID Beckham 

applauds Croatia's 3-2 win 
the Group E Euro 2008 

qualifying game. 


TY 


WEMBLEY, ENGLAND—WITH ENG- 

land 2-0 down against Croatia, it 

took David Beckham's arrival in the 

second half to rally a despondent 

side and get the jeering fans cheer- 
ing again. 

He sent the ball in for Peter 

Crouch's equalizing goal and, 

at 2-2, it was enough for a Eu- 

тореап Championship berth. 

Then the Croats stunned 

just about everyone in Wemb- 

Jey with a 77th-minute winner. 

England will be staying home 

next June, and Beckham will be 

staying with the Los Angeles Galaxy. 

“We just didn't perform tonight 
and that's the end of it,” Beckham 
said after the 3-2 defeat. "We've felt 
we'd been given that second chance 
and you have to take them when 
they're given to you.” 

England's campaign would have 
ended on Saturday, but Israel and 
Macedonia shocked Russia and 
Croatia, respectively. That gave 


Steve McClaren's team two life- 
lines, which it squandered. 

McClaren dropped Beckham 
from the starting lineup to utilize 
the speed of Shaun Wright Phillips. 
But the Chelsea midfielder was 
shackled by the confident Croats, 
who already had sealed a place at 
the 2008 Euros in Austria and 
‘Switzerland. 

So in a change at halftime, Beck- 
ham made his 99th appearance in 
an England jersey. 

It paid off. In the 65th minute, he 
floated a cross to Crouch, who was 
able to bring the ball down with his 
chest before volleying into the net. 

The former captain worked tire- 
lessly down the right flank, storm- 
ing forward to whip balls in the box 
and scrambling back to bolster the 
shaky back four on defense. 

But Mladen Petri's winner en- 
ded Beckham's hopes of playing in a 
sixth major tournament and reach- 
ing the landmark 100 caps. АР 


football slots 


SYDNEY—ASIAN POWERHOUSES JAPAN 
and South Korea will be joined by regional 
newcomers Australia at the Beijing 
Olympics football competition next year af- 
ter coming through Wednesday's final qua- 
lifying round. 

They join host China, who qualified au- 
tomatically as Asia's four representatives at 
next August's showpiece event. 

Japan qualified for their fourth straight 
Olympic Games finals with a scoreless 
draw against Saudi Arabia in Tokyo to 
clinch top spot in Group C. 

‘Another 0-0 draw with Bahrain in Seoul 
was enough for South Korea to book a sixth 
consecutive place for the Olympics. 

Australia, qualifying through Asia for the 
first time for an Olympic tournament, 
equalized 20 minutes from time for a 1-1 
draw in Group A with North Korea in Py- 
ongyang. 

Japan finished two points ahead of the 
Saudis on 11 points and will be in Beijing 
after appearances at the 1996, 2000 and 
2004 Olympics. 

The Saudis had been hoping to reach the 
finals of the Olympic football tournament 
for the first time since 1996, while Japan 
only needed a point to go through. 

“We couldn't play our game because of 
the Saudi attacks, but I was able to accom- 
plish my mission,” Japan Olympic coach 
Yasuharu Sorimach said. 

"The national coach (Ivica Osim who suf- 
fered a stroke last week) has been worrying 
about the result, so I feel relieved that] can 
report a good result to him. 

“We must improve our game further be- 
fore the Beijing Olympics,” he added. 

The Koreans went through on the back of 
their third consecutive goalless stalemate 
їп the final qualifying round and finished 
оп top of Group В with four goals from six 
matches. 

‘Australia came up with their own version 
ofthe “Hand of God" to rescue them. 

A 70th-minute header officially credited 
to skipper Mark Milligan—but which tele- 
vision replays showed may have béen 
helped over the line by teammate Adrian 
Leijers arm—secured Australia a draw 
against North Korea. АЕР 


Tyson free after one-day term: 
PHOENIX—MIKE TYSON ATE SLOPPY JOES 
and read the mobster epic “American Gang-- 
ster" during his 24-hour jail term for a DU! 
conviction. 

The former heavyweight champion was re- 
leased Wednesday morning, sheriff's officials 
said. Tyson was held apart from the 1,500 other 
inmates and in a secluded part of Tent City, an 
open-air jail 

The 41-year-old boxer had faced four years, 
three months in prison. He pleaded guilty Sept. 

24 to one count of felony cocaine possession and 
‘one misdemeanor count of driving under the in- 
fluence. The charges stem from his arrest last 
year after leaving a Scottsdale club. 

Police said they saw Tyson brush a white pow- 
der off his dashboard, and they found baggles of 
cocaine in his pockets and in his car. AP 
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Mega Manila 
PDI — 48.73% 
MB — 46.63% 
PS — 42.97% 


Balance Luzon 
PDI — 63.89% 
MB — 54.33% 
PS — 41.96% 


Visayas 
PDI ~ 77.27% 
PS — 53.64% 
MB - 21.82% 


Mindanao 
PDI — 89.92% 
PS — 56.72% 
MB - 6.72% 


Total Urban 
Philippines/ 
Nationwide 
PDI — 54.25% 
MB - 46.85% 
PS – 42.29% 


‘Source: Nielsen Media Index Wave 1 
2007 Figures: Among broadsheet readers yesterday. 


For making us undisputedly No.1, 
we thank our readers, advertisers and partners. 
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" "^ Pagunsan coasts 
1 “у to 5-shot victory 


By Musong В. Castillo “Tm hitting the ball well and 
е j putting well said Pagunsan, who 
Ld .. JUVIC PAGUNSAN DIDN'T HAVE ANY PROBLEM SEALING HIS SEC- won a second toumament in three 
" nius доза professional victory on home soil, shooting а three-under-par weeks after breaking through in 
SE i 65 yesterday to bag the P1-million PGAP Challenge at the muddy Indonesia in the Asian Tour. 
Nodes ма | monom eenn ` STILL IN THE GROOVE: Juvic Pagunsan nails 2nd win, 210 tight Camp Aguinaldo layout. And it marks his first win in the, 
Pagunsan was never threat. country since his maiden profes 
Taga aa BRITTA ened by anyone in the elite 30- sional win at The Country Club In 
E man field that made the final cut vitational in Laguna two years 
and coasted home to a fiveshot ago, when he nipped Frankie Mi 
victory over former Philippine йога in a gut-wrenching playoff. : 
Open winner Cassius Casas and Yesterdays win was worth, 
the longhitting Elmer Salvador P300,000 for Pagunsan, who re- 
with a 54-hole 194 total. ceived his prize from main spon- 
Cases matched Pagunsan’s 65 sors Kim Yung-ho and Kim Koo- 
and caught Salvador in second sik, Camp Aguinaldo GM Col. 
spot at 199, four strokes ahead of Reynaldo Ochosa and PGAP presi 
joint fourth placers Rey Pagunsan, dent Jun Bustamante. ; 
Randy Garalde and frstround  Pagunsan had earlier rounds of 
leader Orlan Sumcad. 66-63, justifying his tag as the: 
‘Sumcad, who shot a first-round man to beat in the 105-man field. ; 
63, tumed in a 71; Garalde, a _ Louie Dacudao posted his best: 
teaching pro from Valley in An- finish asa pro, tying Erwin Arcillas: 
polo, matched par 68; while Rey (69) and Ibarra Quiachon (70) for, 
Pagunsan rallied with a 66. seventh place with 204 after a 65. 


Lascufia, Rosales 
6 adrift despite a 67 


SHENZHEN, CHINA—FILIPINOS Showing the way for the exclu- 
Топу Lascuña and Gerald Rosales sive 28-team field was the unher- 
acquitted themselves well with a ^ alded United States pair of Heath 
five-under-par 67 only to find Slocum and Boo Weekley, who 
themselves near the tallend in the — turned in an 11-under-par 61. 
face of torrid scoring in the first Germany's Alex Cejka and Mar- 
round of the World Cup of Golf at — tin Kaymer came next with a 62. 
the Mission Hills Golf Club here. Thongchai Jaidee and Prayad 

Afterassemblingninesof33- ^ Marksaeng of Thailand fired a 63 
34in the fourballs (better ball) to join a six way tie for third that 
format, Lascufia and Rosales fin- included favorites Retief Goosen 
ishedinafourwaytiefor23rd and Trevor Immelman of South 
place with the crack teams from Africa and England's Justin Rose 
Spain, Japan and New Zealand. and lan Poulter. 


Bell ties Manotoc; 
RP 1 behind Korea 


TOMMY MANOTOC STUMBLED Iggy Clavecilla’s 74 as Korea siz- 
with a three-over-par 75 yester- zied with a 145 on Lee Jun-kee's 
day and dropped into a tie for the 72 and Park Youngeung 73 to 
lead with a charging Bill Bell of surge ahead with a 295 total. 
New Zealand after the second The hosts slid to second with a 
round of the 2007 Asia-Pacific Se- 149 for 296 in the tournament 
nior Amateur Golf Championship conducted by the National Golf 
at Mt. Malarayat in Lipa City. Association of the Philippines. 
Manotoc, the leader by two $еу-Йоказ Chua failed to count 
shots overnight with a 72, never again for RP Team I with a 78. 
recovered from a three-over card Lee and Park also shared third 
at the front, nailing just one birdie place in individual play with 148s 
against a bogey at the back for a even as Iggy Clavecilla tied last 
39-36 card. year’s champ Rodney Baltrop (75) 
Bell, who also had 147 after 36 of Australia in fifth spot at 149. 
of the S4hole championship, RP Team 2 improved from sixth 
could have forged ahead but for to fifth with 152 and a 308 total, 
back-to-back bogeys from No. 16. seven shots off the pace, as Rolly 
Four down after 18 holes, Bell Viray rebounded with a 75 after 
tied the 57-year-old Filipino shot- an 80 and Francis Gaston carded a 
maker with a birdie on No. 14 second 77. 
then gained a two-shot swing on Australia I also pooled a 149 for 
the par3 15th. But the Kiwi third at 299 while New Zealand 
dropped two strokes on the next had a 302aftera 150 as Bell failed 
two holes, enabling Manotoc to to draw solid support from David 
regain a share of the lead. Headland, who had a 79. 
RP Team I blew a threeshot Phil Cleland didn't count with 
edge in team competition despite an 83. 
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Solons question PNOC-EDC bid 


RP may 
sustain 
growth 

beyond 
2007 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


In an interview with reporters, 
JCPC co-chair Sen. Miriam Defen- 
sor-Santiago said she and her peers 
were "extremely upset" that Teves, 
as head ofthe Privatization Council, 
had approved the sale of PNOC- 
EDC even after the JCPC had de- 
clared that it did not want the state- 
owned oil exploration arm auc- 
tioned off. 

"Under the Epira law, (PNOC- 
EDC) is the only entity in the gov- 


THE PHILIPPINES 
can sustain a do- 
mestic economic 
growth of 7 percent. 
beyond 2007 and 
may even catch up 
with its fast growing 


erment mandated to explore and 
develop indigenous sources of ener- 
gy" Santiago said. "So in our view, 
the sale, if it proceeds, will be a vio- 
lation of Epira. It would therefore be. 
illegal and, in that sense, might bea 
ground for action before our 
courts.” 

The national government stands 
to gain P47 billion from the P58.5- 
billion sale of its stake in PNOC- 


Teves to be placed on hot seat over ‘illegal’ sale 
By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr., Michelle V. Remo and Abigail L. Ho 


THE JOINT CONGRESSIONAL POWER COMMISSION 
(JCPC) has summoned Finance Secretary Margarito Teves 
to appear next week and explain what it reckoned as the 
illegal sale of government's 60-percent stake in Philippine 
National Oil Co.-Exploration Development Corp. 


‘The balance is supposed to go to 
the mother company, PNOC, which 
will shoulder sale-related costs, in- 
cluding payment of the financial ad- 
viser. 

What the government is sup- 
posed to earn from the sale is bigger. 
than the original projection of be- 
tween P32 billion and P36 billion. 
Finance officials said this was be- 
cause the bidding turned out to be 
competitive and the winning bid 
price was higher than expected. 

A joint venture led by power pro- 
ducer First Gen submitted the high- 
est bid for the PNOC-EDC stake at 
Р58.5 billion during last Wednes- 
day's auction. 

Santiago also scored Teves for 
prioritizing the sale of cash cows 
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STOCK MARKET 


Shares close 0.9% lower , PSE COMPOSITE INDEX, 


‘SHARE PRICES YESTERDAY CLOSED ^ 
0.9 percent lower due to the extended 
slide on Wall Street and soaring ol : 
prices, dealers said. ба 

They said the market was in neg- “sa x3 33 3x 
ative territory throughout the ses- NOVEMBER 
sion, but some bouts of bargain-hunting in smaller cap stocks 
helped pare down losses. . 

The composite index closed down 31.55 points to 3,478.94, off 
its low of 3,455.90. 

Volume traded reached 1.7 billion shares worth P4.3 billion 
($99.35 million). Decliners outnumbered gainers 72 to 35. 
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Asian neighbors 
once the govern- 
ment addresses in- 
frastructure bottle- 
necks and "brain 
drain" issues, ac- 
cording to a top 
Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas official. 

BSP Deputy Go 
emor Diwa Gui 
gundo told reporters 
that the country is 
now in the best posi- 
tion to move to a 
higher growth trajec- 
tory and prove to the 
world that its impres- 
sive performance in 
the first semester 
was no fluke. 

In the past few 
years, the Philip- 
pines growth path 
was locked within a 
5-6 percent range. 
But the country's 
gross domestic prod- 
uct (GDP) grew to 
73 percent in the 
first half of 2007, the 
highest among the 
middle-income 
countries of South- 
east Asia. 

It was the coun- 
trys strongest per- 
formance in 20 
years. 

“Right now, our 
macroeconomic fun- 
damentals are gener- 
ally sound,” he said. 
“Growth, is good, in- 
flation is down, ex- 
ternal payment posi- 
tion is posting histori- 
cal highs ... we are 
able to accumulate 
reserves, and the fi- 
nancial sector is im- 
proving significantly.” 

He also said that 
the fiscal sector, 
notwithstanding the 
issue of privatization 
and tax administra- КЕЕ MEME n 
tion, "has been doing | Frain Tato: 927 50850, 
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Gov t may cut spending 


Jue to fiscal slippage 


des says new taxes may also be considered 


‘Bj Doris C. Dumlao 

SEE GOVERNMENT'S RECENT 
fiscal slippage could again re- 
SSult in a slowdown in state 
jspending or prompt fiscal offi- 
‘cials to seek new taxes from 
ICongress next year, a Deutsche 
"Bank economist warned. 
=-Deutsche Bank strategist An- 
0л Periquet, іп a commentary 
*íssued yesterday, said the gov- 
‘efnment’s fiscal report for Octo- 
Бег was “disappointing” after 
"the initial improvement seen 
ajhen а new revenue chief was 
"appointed in the second quarter. 


22 He said the national govern- 
pent revenue was again lag- 
ding gross domestic product 
"(GDP) growth, rising by only 5 
percent year-on-year in Octo- 
‘ber. 

2 Tax collections by the Bureau 
“of Internal Revenue, which ac- 
“counts for almost two-thirds of 
“the total government revenue, 
Were up by only 2.8 percent 
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0.673038. 
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while that of the Bureau of Cus- 
toms even fell. 

He said nominal GDP was 
growing by about 10 percent 
and with oil prices at record lev- 
els, the country's taxable import 
bill was rising. 

The expanded value added 
tax, Periquet said, "appeared to 
have only bought the country 
some time, rather than a perma- 
nent way out of its fiscal woes.” 

“At the end of the day, the con- 
cern from a credit standpoint is 
‘what the picture might look like 
when the financial cycle tums and 
shuts the door on privatization in- 
come and cheap credit,” he said. 

‘The budget deficit in the first 
10 months of the year declined 
to P41.5 billion from P56.3 bil- 
lion a year ago due largely to pri- 
vatization proceeds and interest 
payment savings. For the month 
of October alone, the govern- 
ment trimmed its deficit to P1.5 
billion from PS.8 billion shortfall 
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Filinvest still 
keen on doing 
power projects 


By Abigail L. Ho 


DESPITE LOSING ITS BID TO ACQUIRE 
the governments remaining 60-percent 
stake in PNOC-Energy Development Corp., 
real estate giant Filinvest Development 
Corp. is still bent on penetrating the energy 
sector. 

FDC president Josephine Gotianun- 
Yap told reporters his company's at- 
tempt to gain control of PNOC-EDC was 
justits initial foray into the power indus- 


“We're looking at diversification, and 
power is a good area,” she said, adding that 
the company would look at other privatiza- 
tion opportunities. 

Gotianun-Yap was referring to the ongo- 
ing auction of National Power Corp.'s gen- 
eration assets. 

However, the company has no plan yet of 
going into greenfield power projects. 

FDC and partner International Power 
Masinloc Holdings Inc. lost their bid for 
the PNOC-EDC stake to the First Gen 
Corp.-led consortium Red Vulcan Holdings 
Corp. 

Red Vulcan offered P58.5 billion as 
against FDC Geo-Energy’s P48.5 billion. 
They were the only two groups that met the 
floor price of P45.08 billion set by the gov- 
ernment for the 60-percent PNOC-EDC 
stake. 

In an earlier interview, Gotianun-Yap 
said FDC, through subsidiary Filinvest 
Land Inc. would be concentrating on 
putting up more information technology 
buildings to meet growing demand for 
such facilities. 

She added that locators at Filinvest 
Land's Northgate Cyberzone—which in- 
cluded HSBC, Convergys, eTelecare Global 
Solutions and СЕ subsidiary Gen- 
Pact—were pleased with the quality of Fil- 
ipino workers, indicating possible expan- 
sion projects in the future. 
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Skilled labor flight 


LAST AUGUST, A COUNTRY WITH A RICH 
colonial history was hit by the highest long- 
term migration since it started counting the 
movement of its population 16 years ago. 

Over the last 12-month period, some 
385,000 of its people moved elsewhere in 
the world for social and economic reasons. 

The outward human flow came on the 
heels of an upsurge in the country's aging 
population. 

The decrease in the number of young or 
working-age people puts at serious risk that 
country's ability to provide adequate social 
services to its gray-haired citizens. 

Does this scenario ring a bell to you? 
Chances are, you'll get the feeling that the 
country referred to is good old Philippines. 

No, it's not. The country in question is the 
United Kingdom, or Britain as it is more 
popularly known. 

The data, which was the subject of a news 
report by Agence France Press in August, came 
from Britain's Office for National Statistics. 

Ifits any consolation to the stif-ipped sub- 
jects of Her Majesty, a similar problem Безе 
Europe's largest and richest country, Germany. 


Manpower 

According to reports, the “exodus” affect- 
ing the two countries is traceable to the lure 
of high-paying jobs in other industrial or fi- 
nancial centers of the world. 

So what else is new? 

Inthis age of globalization, when economies 
are no longer limited by national borders, peo- 
ple go where money can be earned or where 
better livelihood opportunities are available. 

А country that lacks warm bodies to meet 
the staffing requirements of a critical sector 
ofits social or economic structure has the rest 
ofthe world to source its manpower needs. 

For rich countries with large aging popu- 
lations, and whose young people are averse 
to “messy” personal services, there are nurs- 
ез and caregivers in the Philippines and Sri 
Lanka who can do the job for a lower price. 

In need of laborers to construct the future 
playground of the ultra-rich in the Arab 
desert? There are thousands of men in Pak- 
istan and Bangladesh who will sign up for the 
back-breaking work at near starvation rates. 

Globalization has also taken its toll on 
the citizens of some developed countries. 

Semiskilled workers of manufacturing 
companies in the United States are forced 
to go on welfare when their work is out- 
sourced to factories in China that pay a pit- 
tance for 10-hours-a-day work. 


Servitude 
With the advances in telecommunications 
and computer technology, call center and 
medical transcription services in the US and 
other European countries have found their 
niche in the Philippines and India 
Undoubtedly, the “pull factor” has ай- 
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versely affected the availability of qualified 
teachers, nurses, doctors, pilots and, of 
late, geologists in our country. 

Anumberof businessmen have complained 
about the adverse effects of the outward mi- 
gration to their operations and profitability. 

We can't blame some professionals for 
seeking employment elsewhere in the 
world where their services are sought after 
and amply compensated. 

Thats the law of supply and demand. 
They have the skills that other countries 
need and are willing to pay for. 

And they cannot be stopped from filling 
up that demand. 

It's consoling though that many of our 
countrymen have resisted the lure of for- 
eign employment. They prefer to “pay for- 
ward” right here the skills they learned 
from our educational system. 

Banning select professionals from leav- 
ing until after they have worked in our 
country for a certain number of years may 
not be a good idea. 

Inthe first place, the legality of that action 
is questionable. It smacks of involuntary 
servitude. Besides, there are a thousand and 
one ways to go around that restriction. 


Proactive 

Rather than complain and seek legisla- 
tive remedy, our more civic-conscious bus 
nessmen have opted to give their employ- 
ees stronger reasons to remain in the coun- 
try than seek foreign employment. 

‘An airline company increased the pay 
scale of its pilots to counteract the pouch- 
ing activities of foreign airline operators. 

A hospital makes available to its nurses 
advanced clinical courses, free of charge, in 
consideration for the nurses’ promise to 
stay on the job for at least three years. 

A design software company created a 
performance bonus system that gives addi- 
tional pay to employees who are involved 
in projects that bring in a lot of money. 

These companies know that their em- 
ployees are their best resources. And that 
threats of legal action will not deter them 
from leaving if better employment opportu- 
nities are available elsewhere. 

If a company considers its employees 
“human resources,” rather than mere tools 
to earn profits, it can find the means to im- 
prove their employment conditions. 
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ЕССР bats for creation of ICT dep’t 


By Ronnel W. Domingo Schumacher ECCP executive а government private sector coali- ing missions to Europe and 
vice president. tion that would promote the coun- inviting European companies to 
THE EUROPEAN CHAMBER OF Schumacher lamented that try as a primary outsourcing desti- the Philippines. 
Commerce of the Philippines while the government has been nation for European companies. He said such efforts were 
yesterday pushed for the cre- trumpeting the BPO asa sunrise Dubbed IT Task Force Eu- needed considering that the 
ation of a Department of Infor- industry in the past several rope, the coalition seeks to tap Philippines only gets a small 
mation and Communication years, the Commission on ICT Europe's outsourcing market, fraction of European outsourc- 
‘Technology, saying there was a was gradually weakening. which is projected to hit $47 bil ing needs, the bulk of which 
need for an agency with real “There is not much left of lion in 2007 and grow to $152 comes from the English-speak- 
powers to drive a sustained (the Commission today) and billion over the next two years. ing countries of United King- 
growth for the sector. what the BPO industry needs is Васк then, Schumacher said dom and Ireland. 
“Everybody is saying that the an agency that could push for the coalition was 
Philippines could be a global incentives, launch marketing looking at options 
player in business process out- campaigns and direct a human including participa- 
sourcing, but why is there no resource development pro- tion in trade fairs, 
agency that would ensure this gram,” Schumacher explained. joining meetings on 
would happen?” said Henry Last January the ECCP initiated ‘outsourcing, send- 
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Vista Land 


HOMEBUILDER 
Visa Land 8 
Lifescapes Inc. ex- 
pects to generate 
P1.8 billion in sales 
from its fifth high- 
tise residential con- 
dominium project in 
Makati City. 

In a statement, 
Vista Land said the 
project, called The 

allery at Salcedo, 
would be developed 
by its middle market 
housing brand, 
Crown Asia. 

It is а 32-story 
condominium that 
will offer 300 units 
priced at P2.3 to PS 
million. It is sched- 
uled for completion 
in November 2011 

The Gallery at 
Salcedo is Crown 
Asia's first high-rise 
offering in Makati. 
Serrano said this 
project would cost 
P900 million. 

Vista Land en- 
tered the high-rise 
condominium mor- 
ket in Makati with 
the launch of the 
Mosaic at Greenbelt 
in October. 2006 by 
its high-end devel- 
oper Brittany Corp. 
To be completed in 
December 2010, the. 
Mosaic at Greenbelt 
is already fully sold. 

Its second offering 
launched in October 
2007, is KL Mosaic 
along Legaspi Street. 

C&P Homes, the 
group's brand for af- 
fordable homes, has 
already sold out two 
buildings, Темі 
Towers 1 and 2 both 
on Pasong Tamo, 
Makati. 

Vista Land, which 
is led by the family of 
Senate president 
Manuel Vilar Б 
spending P4.5 billion 
for the initial phases 
of new projects which 
were estimated to 
generate P15.7 billion 
in sales starting 2008. 

Company officials 
said bulk of the bud- 
get would go to 
high-end — luxury 
homes brand Brit- 
tany and middle 
market _ housing 
brand Crown Asia. 
Elizabeth $. Lacson 


Gov't. 


From page B2 


in the same period 
last year 

Periquet noted 
that October's collec- 
tions were already 
bolstered by a 49- 
percent rise in rev- 
enue from “other of- 
fices,” the category 
in which privatiza- 
tion receipts and oth 
er nonrecurtent rev- 
enues were lumped. 

He noted that pri- 
vatization proceeds 
had so far amounted 
to more than P40 bil- 
lion this year, while 
interest costs were 
down by P33 billion. 

“At the moment, 
the Department of 
Finance, which has 
been mum on ће 
probable reasons for 
the shortfall, is Jean- 
ing on asset sales 
and a falling interest 
bill to meet its deficit. 
goal,” he said. 

But since the US 
property downturn 
spooked global fi- 
nancial markets car- 
lier this semester, 
Periquet noted that 
the blue chips held 
by the government 
had lost about a 
third of their market 
values. 

“Either the rev- 
enue leakages are 
somehow plugged, 
ог the country faces 
a new round of 
spending compres- 
sion in 2008. Or 
new taxes," Periquet 
said. 
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_ CLASSIFIEDS 


Our prospective principal in Australia, 


SACAREN MINERAL HOLDINGS LIMITED 


urgently needs the following: 


О (1) GENERAL MANAGER OPERATIONS / SENIOR 
MINE ENGINEER 


Sacaren Mineral Holdings Limited, an ASX listed company, is progressing its definite feasibility study (DFS") 

into the commencement of gold mining operations, located at South Laverton approximately 120 km. north 
east of Kalgooríle. The company owns a modern 2.4 mipa miling facility, associated infrastructure and is 
currently undertaking regional exploration. 
We are currently seeking а GM (Operations Senior Mining Engineer with extensive experience in open pit 
gold mining, feasibility studies, Large-scale project management and contract negotiation. Suitable 
Qualifications, expertise in mining software and methodologies are essential 

Key Responsibilities include: 

‘Managing the DFS, bringing the project to final decision status, 

‘Overseeing production start-up and managing ай the company's pre-development and mining operations. 
Assisting the managing Director in assessing new acquisition opportunites. 

Based in Perth, this position has outstanding long term potential. 

Interview wil be on December 1, 2007 10AM. Please wear smart casual attire. 


(3) EXPLORATION GEOLOGIST 


Sacaren Mineral Holdings is a dynamic gold exploration company which last year purchased a large tenement 
holding and the Carosue gold treatment plant and mining camp, situated to north east of Kalgoorlie іп Western. 
‘Australia, Sacaren Is completing a feasibily study, based on several previously mined and un-mined gold deposits. 
itis also carrying out “grass roots” exploration on highly prospective tenement holding with a view to re- 
‘commencing gold mining as soon as possible. 

Gold mining ceased two years ago, with the Carosue gold treatment plant placed on care and maintenance at that 

time. Sacaren has recently purchased additional tenements and gold deposits at Walbrook, near Carosue, and is 

in the process of adding these to the feasibilty study and exploration budget. 

X You will be responsible for implementing all aspects of field of exploration with the support of the Sacaren 
‘Team, from geochemical sampling and geological mapping to drill supervision and logging, and will report to 
the exploration manager. This challenging role requires relevant geological qualifications, enthusiasm for 
‘outdoor work, а flair for communication, and a good working knowledge of fled equipment, techniques and 
‘computing packages. 

You will be an integral part of a small team, working with geological staff and external consultants and 
‘contractor as required. The Sacaren approach Is to aciltate professional development. All staff are actively 
encouraged to develop their professional interests and skills. 

You will be based in Carosue, but with regular time In the Perth office, subject to work loads. Field trips have 
nominal 12-hour days, based on a fly-in fly-out roster Perth to Kalgoorlie 

Ап attractive salary package will be offered to the right candidate. 

Interview will be on December 1, 2007 10AM. Please wear smart casual attire. 


9) SENIOR EXPLORATION GEOLOGISTS 


‘You wil be responsible for researching project area, target generation and supervising the Implementation of 
all aspect of field with the support of the Sacaren team, from geochemical sampling and geological mapping 
to dill supervision and logging, and will report to the exploration manager. This challenging role requires 
relevant geological qualifications, enthusiasm for outdoor work, а flair for communication, and a good working 
knowledge of fled equipment, techniques and computing packages. 

You wil be an integral part of a small team, working with geological staff and extemal consultants and 
‘contractor as required. The Sacaren approach Is to facilitate professional development. All staff are actively 
encouraged to develop their professional interests and зв. 

You wil be based In Carosue, but with regular time in the Perth office, subject to work loads. Field tips have 
nominal 12-hour days, based on a fly-in fly-out roster Perth to Kalgoorlle 

Ап attractive salary package willbe offered to the right candidate. 

Interview will be on December 1, 2007 10 AM. Please wear smart casual attire. 


e FIELD TECHNICIAN 


You wil be responsible for implementing ali aspects field exploration logistics, as well as geochemical 
‘sampling, surveying, cril-sit technical assistance, and geochemical support duties. This challenging role 
requires relevant exploration fied experience, familiarity with geological concepts enthusiasm for out door 
‘work, a flair for communication, and a good working knowledge of fisid equipment techniques and basic 
‘computing packages. You will report to the field supervisor. 

You will be an Integral part of a small team. Working with geological staff and external consultants and 
‘contractors as required. The Sacaren team approach із о facilitate professional development. A1 staff are 
actively encouraged to develop their professional interest and skills. 

You wil be initially based in Carosue, but with regular time in the Perth office, subject to work loads fiel trips 
have nominal 12-hour days, based on a fly-in fly-out roster Perth to Kalgoorlie. 

‘An attractive salary package will be offered to the right candidate. 

Interview will be on December 1, 2007 10AM. Please wear smart casual attire. 


Bor LERMAKERS / WELDERS 


A Strong understanding of Occupational Health and Safety Policies and working procedures 

‘The ability to Interpret work instructions and technical drawings common to the trade (8D, nterpretor) 
Demonstrate experience in welding (90% Мур, Arc, & Tig) 

Fabricate products by selecting appropriate equipment tools and methods to methods to maximize 
productivity 

Takes measurement and reading using instruments of appropriate accuracy to ensure pre-determined quality 
standards are achieved. 

A minimum of two years post -irade experience would be ideal 

A background in sheet metal and/or bodybuilding would be deal in this role. 

Interview will be on November 30, 2007 BAM. 


Q MACHINISTS 


2 Working in a high volume/repetition environment these role willbe set , edit and operate CNC Lathes with 
‘Auto Chuck and fitted with One touch IGF-X controler. 
> Interview will be on November 30, 2007 BAM. 


a FITTERS / MECHANICS 


The role will be supporting the manufacture of RC rotary driling equipment to safely and efficiently produce 
components and product to pre-determined quality standard. 
The main duties will include maintenance construction and repair of drill rigs. Imperative to this role is to safely 
maintain service and provide technical suppor to the manufacture of dril rigs and ancillary equipment. 
To ensure safe and efficient utilization of resources. This wil include the completion of maintenance records, 
logs and documentation as required ensuring statutory requirements are maintained for respective 
‘equipment, Work will be carried out in a workshop environment and (on the rare occasion) may require 
remote field locations for a period of time (as mutually agreed) 

> — interview will be on November 30, 2007 BAM. 


Terms and conditions of employment to be discussed during the interview. Interested applicants may email their detailed 
resume to rpaladio. drilingadvisory G yahoo.com or fax to (632) 9520531 


EASTGATE MANPOWER CONSULTANTS, INC. 
3/F Eastgate Centre, 169 EDSA, Mandaluyong City 
(near formerly Polymedic Gen. Hospital) 

Tel. No. 533-6101 loc. 312 

www.emci-ph.com 


LICENSE NO. POEA-527-LB-042304-R 


ZAMBOANGA CITY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
(ZAMCELCO) 
Zamboanga City 


INVITATION TO BID 


Jig Zamboanga Ciy ec Coop ne, ZAMCELCO) a рын, ва iy gar 

requise unger Board Passes on Pme Quateitona, and ice and wares mee ALL 

intersted BcersSupolar io bd lor Ine supply oi пе alaming десте таладан) DOLE-Reg IV 
Stupmenttems, 1o wi 

ңе. Ошту "Unit _ tem Deserpton A6 


More 


Classified Ads 


T-— 95 — DRÜUS — TRANSFORMER OF DIREK 
FOR REPLACEMENT OF TRANSFORMER Ilocos Norte Elec. Coop. Inc. 
SIL OF P2s 90000 PER DRUM A6 
SNA NeW KOREA PULLED OUT FROM 
КЕЧ 
‘You may scura the Pre-quaiieaton Requirements rom Ine atte cl th France 
Deparment ZAMCELCO Compe in Pui, та йу ane durng ica Rous ага subit 
{he same upon completion oleh requremem та 
Submission ol he Pre-qualieaton Requirements shali no be later han 500 gm. of 
November 24, 2007 and no documents appertaining thereto, shal jac Inereafier DOLE-NCR 
A apolcans i be duly noted ae о Ве таш c  pr-tuaticaon etgbaty 
роса Oriy това neo are pr-qualiod wo oa alowed дада m Па осто А A21 


Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority 
A6 


рода оттау ba conducted accoringy mare = z 
‘Bidding wil be conducted on November 27, 200 National Food Authority 
Sealed ыа in исме coe shou be submit lo he Commie on is ала А22 


со 
‘Award at ha Office ©! ne Finance Deparment at e above-mentioned adcress on or 
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Republic of the Philippines 
‘Professional Regulation Commission 
Manila 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Professional Reguiation Commission, with address at P. Paredes St сог. N. Reyes St. (formerly Morayta 
St) Sampaloc. Mania hereby vise prospecive bidders 10 apply ог eigibiliy and o id lor: 


T. stevens of 
= pnm me 
ыш pudgetforthe | ‘of Presid L4 
‘Contract Conference | 294 Opening 


 5925,00000 | November26. 2007 | December 7,2007 
A1000 am. подат 

РАС Солйоюлсе Rm. | РАС Conlerence Rm. 
2nd Foor, Main Bis. 


December7, 2007 | P 140000 
Al 200 pm. 

PRC Conference Вл. 

2nd Foor, Main Bldg. | 2nd Роос Main Bldg 


November 27,2007 | December 10, 2007 
ALIO am. Апал. 
РЕС Conference Rm. | PRC Conlesence im 
nd Рох, Man Bog. | 2nd Foo, Mah Bldg. 


4. AIRCONDTIONING 
UNITS (ncudeg 
тезше. 
‘WINDOW TYPE P 355878500 | Noverborz7,2007 | December 10, 2007 
Capacty : 25HP FECI ‘Azo0pm. | P 370000 

PRO Conference Fim. | PRC Contorenes Рт. 

FLoonMounTeD | 2nd Fior Man Bldg. | 2nd For, Main В. 

SPUTTYPE | Sums 


Capechy: Sion 1 phase 


FLOOR MOUNTED 
SPUTTYPE tunis 
Capachy: 5 ions 3 phase 


FLOOR MOUNTED 
SPUTTYPE unte 
Capacty: 10 1ons 3 phase | 


CELNGMOUNTED TYPE | 5 units 
Capacty :5 ons 3 phase | 


Оту bidders registered wih the Electronic Procurement Service for procurement ol goods and services shall 
bo alowed 1o paricpate in he bidding process. 


Bid forms and the Terms of Reference (TOR) may be obtained al cost by interestd bidders starting on 
‘November 21,2097 irom the Office ol he BAC Secretaria. 


The РАС Bids and Awards Committee shall screen the eligibility ol prospective bidders based on thelr 
compliance win the oligbity requirements on a passaii basis, evaluate, and post quay bids o delormine 
whether tno bidder concerned compiles wit and is responsive to al the requirements and conditions for Юу, 


Al particulars relative to the registration, оу, bidding. eveluaton ol bids, and awards of contract shall be 
governed by те applicable provisions of Republic Act No. 9184, herwise known as the "Government Procurement. 
шот Act (GPRA), and its implementing Rules and Regulations. 


‘The Comission reserves the right io verly the veracty of агу information or authenticliy of 
їп he course of bling and o undenske ocular inspection of offices and lac 
Jt reject any or ай bids, мамо any detector formally therein, and 
acvantagecus o he PAC. Ил по! assume any responsibly whatsoever о compensate or indemrily the bidders 
for any expense incurred in he preparation ofthe bid, nor does t guarantee that ал award will be mede. 


Very ty yours, 


(Sod) LEONOR T, ROSERO 
Chairperson 


TOURISM, 
MALAYSIA 


NOTICE OF OFFER 


Officer is invited from any experienced Public Relations Agency registered with 
professional organization to submit offer for the following 


MINISTRY OF TOURISM 
MALAYSIA 


Tender No : MTPB 1/07 


Public Relations Agency 


Interested agencies are invited to attend the tender briefing as follows :- 


Date : 3 December 2007 
Time : 2:00PM 


Venue : Conference Room 
Embassy of Malaysia. 
10" Floor The World Center 
330 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue 
Makati City 


Tender will be closed on the 13 ^ of December 2008 at 12.00 noon. Tender 
document must be submitted to the Malaysia Tourism Promotion Board, 
clo Embassy of Malaysia, 11" Floor The World Center Building 330 Sen. Gil 
Puyat Avenue, 1227 Makati City. 


(PDI-Nov. 23,2007) 


ATTENTION 
ALL etta) OWNERS! 


Saladmaster Inc. of Arlington, Texas has issued a 
new warranty and servicing card. We are encour- 
aging existing ——«— owners to register 
their cookware as soon as possible to enjoy the 
benefits of the warranty. For further information 
please call the sole distributor of «е 
products in the Philippines, PHIL. PACIFIC 
TRADE, INC. at 522-3021 to 23 and look for Mr. 
Neil Sagun or Mr. Jun Soriano, or send an e-mail 
to manila@pptijntl.com 


ГА "2 جوا‎ 
MARK СЕОВ! = 
Vice-President - Asia Pacific Region 
Saladmaster, Inc. 


befor 200 pom. cl November 27,2007 Fveparcen (5%) Ber s Bord 5 required as 

а matter of policy. Cehu Port Authority 
"The ngn eect any or al bids, to waive any отаву пога, orto accep such bio 

‘as may be considered advantageous to the coop is hereby reserved as an absolute B7 


‘prerogativo of 2AMCELCO, 
(Sod) REINERIO R. RAMOS DCS for Logistics 
idonea Manager B7 


Home Guaranty 
Jen, VISIT US АТ www.jobmarketonline.com B7 


22, You can now checkout more jobs 
JOB ek from JobMarket Libre everyday! 
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Inquire about the Job Market package 
at 897-8808 loc. 514 
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Siam Group asks gov 
to protect tile makers 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE SIAM CEMENT GROUP (SCG), ONE 
of the leading conglomerates in Thailand, 
has asked the government to keep the sur- 
charge on imported ceramic tiles to protect 
domestic producers from influx of imports. 

SCG, which owns close to 50 percent of 
ceramic-tile maker Mariwasa Siam Ceram- 
ics Inc., said local manufacturers needed 
more time to prepare for competition from 
foreign goods because they were burdened 
by increasing operating costs, partly due to 
rising energy prices. 

SCG also said Mariwasa, which has a 
manufacturing plant in Sto. Tomas, Batan- 
gas, plans to launch 370 new ceramic tile 
designs and expand its distribution net- 
work. 

То help the projects to push through de- 
spite increasing operating costs, SCG said 
domestic producers should be protected 
against imported tiles. 

Mariwasa president Surasak Krai- 
witchaicharoeu said in a briefing that his 
office had already submitted a petition be- 
fore the Tariff Commission to retain the im- 
port surcharge on ceramic tiles. 

A surcharge on imported tiles of P5.40 a 
kilo was first imposed in 2002. This 
dropped to P4.30 in 2003, P3.50 in 2004 
and P2.80 in 2005. 

The surcharge was supposed to have 
been lifted in 2005, but the ceramic manu- 
facturing industry got a two-year exten- 
sion. 

The surcharge was set at P2.80 a kilo in 
2005, P2.45 last year and P2.15 this year. 

The surcharge is scheduled to be lifted by 
the end of the year. 

But Mariwasa said it needed more time 


PRULINK 


Investments of Variable 
Life Insurance Contracts 
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By Abigail L. Ho 


to cope with rising operating costs. 

Mariwasa wants the Tariff Commission 
to keep the surcharge for four more years, 
or until 2011, preferably at P2 a kilo next 
year. 

‘The surcharge is on top of the 20-percent 
duty on ceramic tile imports. 

“We hope to get a response from the Tar- 
iff Commission before the end of this year,” 
Kraiwitchaicharoeu said. 

The Ceramic Tile Manufacturers Associa- 
tion (CTMA) earlier submitted a similar peti- 
tion to keep the surcharge, saying the indus- 
try needed more time to prepare for the in- 
flux of imports once the surcharge is lifted. 

“The domestic industry is asking for ad- 
ditional time to implement its adjustment 
plans and make it globally competitive. The 
domestic industry has been serious and has 
invested time and resources in its adjust- 
ment plans," CTMA earlier said in its peti- 
tion. 

CTMA said its adjustment plans include. 
coming up with al- 
ternative sources of 
energy to reduce 
power cost. 

Mariwasa said 
that its own ad- 
justment plan over 
the next four years 
will include, 
among others, an 
S-percent reduc- 
tion in its power 
consumption, cut 
in its LPG’ con- 
sumption by 10 
percent, and de- 
crease in its fuel 
cost by 40 percent. 


Nov. 25, 2012. 


generate P56 million 
in revenues each 
month, or around 
P670 million in sales 
each year. 

As with other 
Napocor customers, 
the rate applicable to 
Holcim will be based 
on the state firm's En- 
ergy Regulatory Com- 
mission-approved 
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Investment funds of Wealth Series 


Ec Nov 19,2007 | Nov 12,2007 


1303881 | 1.302112 


1.488753 | 1.489178 
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BUSINESS 
^( Holcim renews supply deal with Napocor 


HOLCIM PHILIPPINES INC., THE 
country's biggest cement manufac- 
turer, has renewed its power supply 
contract with the National Power 
Corp. for another five years. 
‘According to the contract, Napoc- 
or will supply 148.9 megawatt-hours 
of power to Holcim's Lugait, Misamis 
Oriental plant from Nov. 26, 2007 to 


Holcim’s previous contract with 
Napocor was signed in 1998 and 
was in effect for 10 years. 

According to Napocor's estimates, 


new contract with Holcim will 


time-of-use (TOU) rates, which are 
cheaper during off-peak periods. 

Under Napocor’s TOU scheme, 
customers are provided with flexi- 
ble hourly rates that are lowest dur- 
ing off-peak hours, or between 10 
p.m. and 7 a.m., and highest during 
peak hours, or from 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. and from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Sun- 
days and holidays are also consid- 
ered off-peak times. 

Rates are also lower during the wet 
season, or from July to December, as 
electricity demand usually falls during 
this time due to the colder weather. 

Арап from Holcim's Misamis Orien- 
tal plant, Napocor also provides power 


to the cement giants manufacturing 
facilities in La Union and Davao City. 

Holcim operates four cement. 
plants in the country, which are lo-- 
cated in Bacnotan, La Union,. 
Norzagaray, Bulacan, Davao City 
and Lugait, Misamis Oriental. 

Napocor's other cement compa- 
ny-customers are Fortune Cement, 
Republic Cement and Northern Се- 
ment Corp. in Luzon; Premier Ce- 
ment and Taiheiyo Cement Philip- 
pines in the Visayas; and Iligan Ce-- 
ment in Mindanao. : 

Napocor has 262 customers, with" 
137 customers based in Luzon, 62- 
in Visayas and 63 in Mindanao. 
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Lot Area: 7,501 sqm. 
Floor Area: 4,697 sqm 
(BESIDE China Bank) 


Min. Bid Price: 
P96,759,750 


TEL. NOS.: (02) 534-9608 / (02) 534-9725. 
Perm 080 эү, ә trogen Ce 


GEN. SANTOS CITY PROPERTIES 


COMM'L LOT W/ IMPV'T 


SANTIAGO BOULEVARD, Bario Lagao 


FOR DETAILS, CALL THE PROPERTY FORUM PHILS., MONDAY TO SUNDAY, T:AM TO 7:PM 
CELLPHONE NO.: 0919-5849933 


Seta sete tont Gast RB D id pepe Ne credentes К Dad e PRK m 


WHOLE SUBD. W/O DEV'T 
Lot Area: 170,716 sqm. 
SERRAMAR EXEC. HOMES, 
Conel Rd., Lagao 
(near win Brgy. Makar) 

Min. Bid Price: 
P68,754,754 


Republic ofthe Pritppines 
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Home Guaranty Corporation 
Office of the President 


RE-INVITATION TO BID 


The Cebu Port Authority. North Reciamaton Area, Cebu Слу. through ts Disposal 
Comittee пу interested partes lo bid on the sae of is squepment: 


"WHERE IS" located at СІР Complex, S. Озтеёа 


Пете for Disposal: "AS I8, 
Blvd, North Reclamation Area, Cebu Cty, ar 


unit- 35 Tonner Level Luling Crane 
* unit 25 Tenner Level Luling Crane 


Б 375504000 
Р 359728800 


NOTICE OF SALE 


Please be informed that the following properties of the Home Guaranty Corporation are being offered for public bidding: 


PROPERTY LOCATION 


TYPE FLOOR | tor 


AREA | AREA 


SELLING 
PRICE 


REMARKS 


‘The bid documents wil be avaiable starting Nov. 23.27, 2007 and upon payment 
al a non-refundable fee of THREE THOUSAND PESOS (P3,000 00) trough the 
Disposal Commitee located al the ground hoor of Cebu Pon Autharty Main Otice. 
А pre-bidding conference shall be held on Dec. 04, 2007, 2:00 P.M., CPA 
Conference Room. 


Finasia Homes Subdivision, Parañaque City 
Finasia Homes Subdivision, Parafiaque Cih 
Finasia Homes Subd. (commercial lot) 
Finasia Homes Subd. (commercial lol) 
Finasia Homes Subd. (commercial it) 
Finasia Homes Subd. (commercial ки) 
Finasia Homes Subd. (commercial io) 
Finasia Homes Subd. (commercial lot) 


Lot only 200 

Lot only 195 
‘Commercial Lot 
‘Commercial Lot 
‘Commercial Lot 
‘Commercial Lot 
Commercial Lot 
‘Commercial Lot 


1,311,00000 
1,345,500 
4,365,976.23 

373,663.62 
4,231,617.92 
1,813,837.29 
1,481,583.18 
1,862,520.66 


vacant 
vacant 

illegally occupied/Commercial Area 
illegally occupied/Commercial Area. 
illegally occupied/Commercial Area. 
illegally occupied/Commercial Area. 
illegally occupied/Commercial Area. 
illegally occupied/Commercial Area 


I bids should be submited to the Disposal Commitee on or before 200 PM of 
December 17, 2007 at the CPA Conference Room. All bids submited shall be 
‘opened in public view Immediately aher the lapse ol the deadine. 

Tho bidder's bond shall be required inthe amount equal to 10% ofthe minimum bid 
price set by CPA In he form of cash, manager's check or cashiers check acquired 
from a reputable bank winin Cebu City 

CPA assumes no responsibilty whatsoever io compensate or Indomniy bidders 
lor any expense Incurred in ie preparation ol he bid. 


CPA reserves the right lo reject any огай bids. to waive any ormaltydefect therein. 
and o accept such bid ав may be deemed most advantageous tothe government 


For inquies, please contact Ms. Perlla G. Jumapao at Tel. No. 231-8849. 


(Sod) MARIO б. TAN 
Chairmen 


FOR INTERESTED PARTIES, PLEASE CALL HOME GUARANTY CORPORATION AT 896-04-25, 897-31-49 OR VISIT OUR HEAD 
OFFICE AT JADE BLDG. NO. 335 SEN. GIL PUYAT AVENUE, MAKATI CITY. 


(Sgd.) RAFAEL P. DE LOS SANTOS 
VICE PRESIDENT 
ASSET MANAGEMENT AND 
DISPOSITION GROUP 


Notes 
(Sod) ANGELO C. VERDAN 


General Manager үр. неч. 23.2007) 


‘sent you the best option for captai growth. 

Equity Funds are best for those who want 
to enter the stock market but do not have a lot 
of money to start with to achieve wide diversi- 
fication. This is why these funds are currently 
very popular among aggressive investors. 
‘Among the equity funds available in the mar- 
ket today is the BPI Equity Fund. 

Asof 19 November 2007, BP! Equity Fund 
posted a past 1 year net absolute return of 
30.8696. It в invested primarily in isted 
stocks at the Philippine Stock Exchange. Аз. 


BPI's Equity Fund allows investors 
to enjoy gains from local bourse 


Although the Philippine stocks closed lower 
by 0.90% or 31.55 points yesterday to end at 
3,478.94, this represents a great opportunity 
for investors to enter the stock market. Not 
withstanding correction in the markst, ana- 
lysts remain bulish about the stock market 
with the index expected to reach the 4,200 to 
4,500 mark inthe next twelve months. 


an actively-managed fund, it employs active 
investment strategies such as stock picking, 
‘market timing and asset allocation decisions. 
Thus, an investor in the Fund need not worry 
about when to enter and leave the stock mar- 
ket since the managers of he fund take care 
of this. Investors are, however, advised to 
maintain a long-term investment horizon in 
order to maximize the earnings potential of 
his investment. 

Before an investor can actually invest in 
BPI Equity Fund or any other BPI investment 


Fund, he is made to undergo a Client Sult- 
abiity Test (CST). The objective of this pro- 
cess is to be able to recommend the right BPI 
Investment Fund suited to the clients invest- 
ment objectives, risk tolerance, preferences 
and erperiónce. The decision to invest based 
оп the recommendation is stil for the cilent to 
make. The сапа ОТЕ Marketing Personnel 
is expected, however, to effectively and suffi- 
dently communicate why the specific product. 
is considered to be in the best interest of the. 
lent athe time the recommendation is given. 


investors who want to achieve capital 
growth should thus take advantage of oppor- 
tunities tke these to buy equity funds at very 
attractive prices. Equity funds provide the 
highest potential returns for those who are will 
ing to absorb losses or those who are able to 
stand out large markat swings. They are defi 
italy not for the weak hearted but they pre- 
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Single-hulled black oil tankers face suspension 


Ship firms race to convert vessels as deadline looms 


"Ву Riza T. Olchondra 


THE MARITIME INDUSTRY AUTHORI- 
ty (Marina) has given shipping compa- 
nies until April 23, 2008 to phase out 
single-hulled tankers used in transport- 
ing fuel oil or black oil. 

‘Companies that fail to meet the dead- 
line will be ordered to suspend opera- 
tions. Repeat offenders will have their Н- 
ense revoked and their vessels de-listed 
from the Philippine registry. 
£ "Tankering companies must ... con- 
уеп [their single-hulled vessels] or re- 
placing them altogether with newly 
built double-hulled tankers,” Marina ad- 
ministrator Vic Suazo said in an inter- 
view. 

So far, a few tankering companies 
have commissioned double-hulled ves- 
sels ahead of schedule. One of them is 
Petrolift Inc. (Petrolift), one of the 
largest oil and gas tankering and bulk lo- 
‘gistics firms in the country. 

Petrolift commissioned last month a 
brand-new double hull tanker, M/T 
Petro Celine, for use by Pilipinas Shell. 
‘The vessel is the second double-hulled 


tanker chartered by the oil company 
from Petrolift. 

‘The maritime regulator said early this 
year that the 214 black oil tankers plying 
Philippine waters have to follow the In- 
temational Maritime Organization 
(IMO) ой pollution convention, which 
says that member-countries should have 
double-hulled black tankers by April 
2008. These double-hulled tankers must 
also be double-bottomed by 2010. 

This is in line with global efforts to 
protect marine ecosystems. 

The Philippines is no stranger to oil 
spills that kill marine life. 

‘The Guimaras ой spill of 2006, said to 
be the largest maritime disaster to hit 
the country as well as other similar 
tragedies in the past, served as precur- 
sors to strengthen the resolve of local au- 
thorities to implement stringent and ur- 
gent measures to ensure that Philippine 
‘waters are protected. 

Marina estimates also show that the 
domestic shipping industry would need 
to replace a total of 2,137 ships over the 
next ten years. 

Local shipyards currently do not have 


ASTILL picture culled 
froma video taken by 
the Japanese survey 
vessel Shin Sei Maru 
showed the oil tanker 
MIT Solar 1, which sank 
ой Guimaras Island in. 
August 2006. The ой 
spill that resulted from 
the mishap could have 
been prevented had 
the vessel been a 
double-hulled tanker. 
moue MOTO 


the technology and facilities to make 
such vessels, but many are now estab- 
lishing ties with foreign shipyards to be 
able to cope with demand, said Emerson 
М. Lorenzo, head of Marina's Shipping 
Regulation Office. 

Industry sources say that the double- 


hull design practically eliminates the 
possibility of an oil spill in the event of a 
collision at sea. The cargo is protected 
both by the interior and exterior hulls 
since double hulling reinforces the in- 
tegrity of the vessel's structure and in- 
creases vessel buoyancy. 


For the Philippines’ requirements, each 
vessel would have to be between 2,500 
dwt (deadweight tons) and 3,750 dwt. 

А vessel of such size could cost any- 
where from $8 million and $16 million 
depending on the size, features and 
brand. 


Volatility in global markets may drag down Asian economies RP may 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE ASIAN DEVELOPMENT 
Bank yesterday warned that 
prolonged volatility in global fi 
nancial markets and persistent 
isk aversion could lead to а re- 
versal of capital flows to emerg- 
ing East Asian economies. 
“Although the region is more 
resilient than in previous peri- 
ods of financial market turbu- 
lence, several risks remain," the 
ADB said in the November issue 


of Asia Bond Monitor. 
While 
growth and improved financial 
systems, along with limited ex- 
posure to US subprime mort- 
gages, 
spillover effects of global credit 
woes on the region, the down- 
side risks to regional economic 
and financial market trends re- 
mained, and wider ramifica- 
tions could not be ruled out in 
the future, the report warned. 
Subprime mortgages refer to 


strong economic 


had helped curb 


housing credit given to borrow- 
ers with imperfect credit history 
and little equity Rising sub- 
prime delinquencies in 
United States have spooked fi- 
nancial markets as big banks 
took bad hits from exposure to 
financial instruments with sub- 
prime credit as underlying as- 
set. In turn, it has caused spo- 
radic investor aversion to assets 
from emerging markets. 

The ADB warned that uncer- 
tainty regarding the losses from 


US subprime 


high volatility 


the 
trade," 


Asian currencies. 


cies—together with an onset of 


kets—could also set off an un- 
winding of the yen 

resulting in yen buy- 
backs and sell-offs of other 


The yen “carry trade" refers 
to the borrowing of funds from 
low-interest Japan and invest- 
ing the proceeds in higher yield- 
ing assets from emerging mar- 
kets. The Philippines, wi 


delinquen- 
in mar- 
"carry 


carry trade phenomenon. 


"This has the potential to spill 
over to target markets in emerg- 
ing East Asia and significantly 
disrupt local currency bond 
markets—and market liquidity 

report 


more generally.” the 


has said. 
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0.9% lower 
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The broader all-share index 
fell 18.66 points to 2,121.77. 
“The market will remain un- 
der selling pressure for as long 
as the US market remains 
volatile,” said Francisco ого 


of PCCI Securities. 


down. 


Long 


Distance 


P45.50, while 
dropped P2 to P45.50. 
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Mou 


Tel No. (632) 889-2800 


NORTHGATE 
TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
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COMPUTER RESELLER TODAY: 


EIDIGITA 


Tel No. (082) 221-1256 


СЕ 


Tel No. (632) 812-8814 


OCTAGON) 
Tel No. (632) 526-7152 


Ку эшан VALLEY, 


Tel No. (632) 371-6868 


generated more profits 
the surge in prices. 


ture of government," 


ofa policy environment. 


ment" 


development plans. 


privatization,” 


its assets?” 


Contrary to the DOF' claim 
that the government would lose 


lured in $3.7 billion worth of 
hot money or investments in lo- 
cal stocks and bonds from Jan- 
чагу to October this year from 
only $1.97 billion a year ago, is 
among the beneficiaries if this 


Shares close 


He said investors were con- 
cerned the fallout from the US 
housing and credit crisis, which 
started in August, will continue 
until next year as recent eco- 
nomic data suggest a slow- 


“The usual yearend rally may 
be under threat, but hopefully 
ме may still see the traditional 
window-dressing before 
end of the year,” said Бого. 

Leading the day s decline was 
market heavyweight Philippine 
Telephone, 
which shed P20 to P3,000. 

Ayala Corp. lost P5 to P560. 

After losing its bid for a con- 
trolling stake in power produc- 
er PNOC Energy Development 
Corp, San Miguel fell further 
with its A shares losing P1.50 to 
its B shares 


Solons question ... 


like PNOC EDC which, as the 
world's number one in steam 
technology and number two in 
geothermal energy, would have 


rently P600 million a year) with 


"It is the most profitable ven- 
Santiago 
said. "The argument that we 
should sell when it is profitable 
might be relevant in a business 
environment, but we are talking 


"What is the national policy? 
Geothermal energy as an alter- 
native source of energy should 
be sustainable in our country. If 
we sell this to the private sector, 
it is the private sector that will 
make money, not our govern- 


By leaving the exploration of 
indigenous fuel resources to for- 
eigners, Santiago said, the gov- 
ernment would “irresponsibly” 
create a vacuum in the energy 


“Ie is not the mandate of the 
DOF to raise revenues through 
said Santiago. 
“What would the international 
investment community think of 
а government that seeks to bal- 
ance off its budget by selling off 


sustain 


From page! 

The finance and budget de- 
partments, Guinigundo said, de- 
served credit for the rapid de- 
cline in the government's budget 
deficit as a ratio of GDP 

From a high of 5.3 percent in ` 
2002, the fiscal deficit-to-GDP ra- 
tio has slid to 1.1 percent as of. 
end-2006. By next, the country ^-^ 
hopes to balance the budget. 

GDR the single most important. 
indicator of economic output, `: 
refers to the total amount of 
goods and services produced by 
the economy ina given period. 

But according to Guinigundo, 
ihere are other building blocks 
that have to be put up. He cited 
the need to improve infrastruc- 
ture and to attract investors ta 
augment funds for capital outlays. 

“If we can also get these capi- 
tal flows absorbed by both the 
public and private sector precise- 
ly to augment infrastructure 
building in the economy, Tm sure 
we can push an economic growth 
of 7 percent ог more,” Guinigun- 
do said. 

He said another major chal- 
lenge for the country would be a 
sustainable training and educa- 
tion of human resources, given 
the exodus of a lot of skilled 
workers overseas—or the brain 
drain phenomenon. 

"If the government can cor 
че to support elementary educa- 
tion with emphasis on Math, En- 
glish and Sciences, then well be 
able to sustain this level of eco- 
nomic growth because there will 
always be people who can take 
care of different areas of the 
economy,” he said. 

He said the manpower left in 
domestic markets should stil 
have sufficient skills to con- 
tribute to economic productivity. 


the 


AFP 


From pageB! 


face if it would reverse the pri- 
vatization, Santiago said that 
the sale only proved to the inter- 
national community that “we 
are not as strong as we claim if 
we depend in a one-off sale to 
cover the budget deficit which 
should be logically covered by 
increased revenues from the Bu- 
reau of Internal Revenue and 
the Bureau of Customs." 

Santiago also reminded Teves 
that the JCPC was no ordinary 
committee, but an "extremely 
powerful commission." 

Despite the “spirited defens 
of the PNOC-EDC sale by its 
president Paul Aquino, Santiago 
said all the 14 members of the 
joint commission found his ar- 
guments invalid. 

“They are effective for a busi 
ness organization, but not for, 
the running of government,” 
Santiago said. 

According to a ranking offi- 
cial of che Philippine National 
Oil Co., the sale of the govern- 
ments stake in PNOC EDC 
could not have come at a better 
time. 

“The company, as a commer 
cial entity, has reached its apex, 
PNOC president and Privatiza- 
tion Committee chair Antonio 
Cailao said. "Its commercial val- ` 
ue today is now at its highest, so 
this is the best time to sell it.” 
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Death 
Notice 


DR. JAIME 
ERNESTO 
B. BASA 


` March 6, 1960- 
Nov. 12,2007 


His body lies at 
Chapel Gumamela, 3F 
Sanctuarium, Araneta 
Ave., Quezon City. 
Viewingison Nov.23 
to 26. There will be 
ай 8 p.m. Mass on 
Nov. 23;7:30 p.m.on 
Nov. 24;and5 p.m.on. 


“Thave fought the good fight, Ihave finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 
2 Timothy 4:7 


ELISA NADYA E. GAMO 


Now peacefully rests in the infinite grace and goodness of the Lord on the 
21" day of November, 2007 at the age of 58. 

She will be missed by her loving mother, Leonila Encarnacion; husband Edgardo; 
children Edgardo Jr. & Hellanor, Emil Roberto & Monalisa, Edison Michael & 
Whitney, grandchildren; Angela Marie & Angelo Gabriel; & other relatives, 
friends, nurses, Beth & Rose. 
Her cremated remains will be viewed in state at the Garden Suite, 
Loyola Memorial Chapel, Guadalupe, Makati City from the 21" until 
the 22" day of November 2007. She will then be transferred for ,,. , 
viewing at her residence at #10 Don Manuel St. Vesco 
Subdivision, San Pablo City, Laguna from 2:00 pm of 22" 
until 12:00 noon of the 24^ of November, 2007. 

“Love does not die — people do. So when ай that's left of me is love, 

give me away, 

TLL SEE YOU AT HOME IN HEAVEN...” 


Cur SSeloved 
JOSE M. CACDAC 


Died in the peace of the Lord 
on November 22, 2007 at the age of 86. 


His remains lie in state at Loyola Memorial Chapels, 
Guadalupe, Makati. 


There will be a Mass on Sunday at Loyola Memorial Chapels. 


Interment will follow at Manila Memorial Park, 
Sucat, Parafiaque. 


The family is requesting your prayers 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 


ÛÎ Interment will be 
Той Nov. 27, 2007 at} 
Himlayang Pilipino, 
Tandang Sora, 
‘Quezon City. 


ELISEO С. 
LORENZANA 


Nov. 18,2007 
Peacefully died at 
theage of 94. 


His body lies at; 
Our Lady of Peace 
Memorial Chapel 
(near Antipolo 
Church), Antipolo| 
Rizal, : 


Interment toda; 
Nov. 23. 


AFPSLAI SERVICES CORPORATION 
Wishes to condole with the bereaved family of 


Our Dearly Beloved 


| MIGUEL “Mike” BANAS DIVINO, JR. 


Director/President & General Manager 


who peacefully joined the Lord on 
November 10, 2007 in California, USA at the age of 69. 


is remains lie in state at Arlington Memorial Chapel in 
Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


A funeral mass will be held on Sunday, 
November 25, 2007 at 2:00 p.m. 
Interment will be held thereafter at the Himlayang Pilipino 
Memorial Park, Tandang Sora, Quezon City. 
“KINDLY OMIT FLOWERS” 


EDMUNDO A. GORGONIA 


died at the age of 45 on November 16, 2007 
at Cagayan de Oro City. 


We, the family of the late 


ANTONIO A. AGUILAR, CPA 


of Jones, Isabela 


express our heartfelt gratitude 
to those who remembered 
him on his 
Ist Death Anniversary 
on November 22, 2007. 


Please continue to pray for his 
eternal repose in heaven. 


S 


JUDGE AUGUSTO 
OCA SUMILANG (Ret.) 


March 10, 1927 - Nov. 19, 2007 
Beloved brother of Zenaida (4), 
Librado (+), Rosita and Monina 

His loving wife Mariquita, children, 

Dakila & Gwen, Magtanggol & Edna, 

Maharlika & Jannette, Tagumpay & 

Gina, grandchildren, relatives and 

friends request the pious readers to 

pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at S.L. Rebong 

St. Victoria, Laguna. 

Interment will be on Nov. 24, 2007, 

Saturday after the 3:00 pm Mass. 


In Loving Memory 
97th BIRTHDAY ANNIVERSARY 


Don Manuel Cancio Y) 
(November 23, 1910 une 20,2002) Y 
On the occasion of the 97th Birth Anniversary of the late Don Manuel 


Cancio, his family and friends will offer masses in the following parishes 
today, November 23,2007: 


Emoy as he is known to many, was born in Manila, on June 10, 1962. He 
graduated from Ateneo de Manila University with a degree in Management 
Engineering. Married Mayet Yu Gorgonia on Nov. 16, 1991. 


A member and Past President of Rotary Club of Metro Cagayan de Oro. A 
brother mason of Maguindanao Lodge No. 40. 


ї 
| 
| 
Emoy and sabong are two synonymous words to those who know him. Producer .| | 
апа host of Tukaan and Sultada TV cockfighting shows, he stands by the belief: | | 
100 EVERYTHING TO WIN, EXCEPT CHEAT.” ` | 


Emoy is survived by his wife Mayet; their two boys, Jed (Jose Eduardo} and : 
Iking (Jose Enrique); his parents: Atty. Florencio Gorgonia, and Nena Gorgonia; 
sisters, brothers and sister-in-law: Vilma, Ana, Florencio Jr.,-Ferdinand,, Daniel 
and Carol; nieces: Gaia, Jan Noor, and Veronia Alexandra. 3, ^ * 


His remains Пе in state at the Favre Hall Immaculate’ Conception! ЕЗ тано? = 
Center at the Ateneo de Manila High School in: Katipunan, Quezon’city until: 
November 24, 2007 and will be transferred to San Lorenzo’ Chapel, StatMaria, 
della Strada Parish Church, Katipunan St. cor. Pansol-St;; QUerORZCIty. до: 
Cremation will be on Nov. 28, 2007, Wednesday-at the Loyola Memorial Parts y 
Marikina City after the 10:30am Holy Mass. \S." 070 


MASS SCHEDULE 
CHURCH 


Chapel of Saints Padre Plo and Philomena 
ode Corporate Cer Building 
383 Senator Gif J. Puyat Avenue 
Makani City 
Santuario de San Antonio 
‘Aickinley Road, Forbes Park, Makati City 
St. Andrew the Apostle Parish 
N Garcia cover Kalayaan Avenue Bel-Air 1 
Maíari Ciny 
lo. Domingo Church 
[Nationa Shrine of the Mon Holy Rosary 
“Come to Me, all who are weary and burdened, Quezon Avenue, Quezon Cj 

and I will give you rest. ” — Matthew 11:28 Sta. Teresita Parish 


OLIVER G. CUYUGAN || $m 


LE 
12:00 nn 


CLASSIFIEDS 
ZZ] www.goindustry.com | 


6:00 am 


St. John Bosco Parish 
Arnaiz Stet, Makati Су, Mero Manila 


Nuestra Señora de Gula Parish 


6:30 am 


12:15 pm 


© Online Auction 


SEMICONDUCTOR MANUFACTURING EQUIPMENT 
Closing: дау, 28 November 2007 - 18:00 
= Location of the Assets: Cavite, Philippines 

Asset Includes: 


cal Time) 


(2) DISCO Wafer Dicing Saw; (8) ESEC Die Attach Bonding Machines; 33) 
KAIIO Wire Bonders; (26) KULICKE & SOFFA Wire Bonders: (6) DIAS 
AUTOMATION Die Coating Machines; 2) MARKEM Plate Engraver; (5) KUM- 
KWANG PRECISION Auto Mold Deculler; KRAS Auto Pellet Loader, ASYMTEK 
Rotary Auger Fluid Pump; (16) DIAS AUTOMATION 3rd Optical Machines; 
(4) BLUE M ELECTRIC Die Attach Cue Ovens; (2) ASM Auto Progressive 
Trim/Form Systems; (11) KINERGY Auto Frame Loaders; (3) SANTEC SO) 
Form Systems; KMC Mold & Die Form System; SEMITOOL Wafer Cleaner: 
NOMURA MICRO SCIENCE CO2 Bubbler; (2)DAGE Wire Pull Tester; (6 DONG | 
YANG Automatic Flexible Pad Marking Machines: (12) LEICA Microscopes 
For more details please visit our website at www.goindustry.com & 
‘search for Semiconductor Manufactunng Laupment 


O шы 


Contact: JENNY, JESSA or DANG 
Tel: +63 2 822 5555 
joindustry.com 


PROFESSIONAL & OREDIOLE 
PAWN'BUY'SELL 


WATCHES 


Jewelry & Diamonds 
BEST APPRAISAL 
Secondo Gloneta 1 
eld 884-0282 
Agencia de Makati 
i? 889-7056. 


NOTCESHEREBYGNENTHAT 
THE ESTATE OF THE LATE 
SPOUSES RAMON ANDESTHER 
MADRD HAS. BEEN 
EXIRANIDCHLLYSETLEDAS 
PER DOC. No. 10, PAGE NS. П, 
BOOK на SERES OF i 
REFORENDIARY PUBUC ATTE. 
SINGLE В. TALATALA OF 
MAKATICITY ANDAS PERDOC. 
No. Авыш, SERES OF 
2007, SERVICE No. 13428, 
BEFORE VCE CONSUL ces 
JANE RCARDOD.GALLAGACE 
THE PHILIPPINE CONSULAR 
SERVICE, WASHINGTON, 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
UNITED STATES OF AERA. 
ичи-мы. 9. 16 а 22 280) 


o7 urvan | - 

ESCAPADE | [BUYING 
10 HOURS | 6 | 
Р1,800 

WITH DRIVER 

1818716/7964377 
09213497170 


BUOY E 
MAGNIFICENT VIEW 
OF MANILA BAY 
UNITS FOR 
SALE OR LEASE! 
Furnished and Unfurnished 
T. visit or cul 
5236640 / 5236630 


‘AVAILABLE. 


Studio, 1, 2 and 3 BR 
ов READY FOR OCCUPANCY 
J DUAE 


| Get more exposure for your ad. 
Advertise in JobMarket 


|оэ17в8вазозо | 
7269687 


BUY + SELL» PAWN, 
IE: 


December 7, 1972 — November 21, 2007 


Beloved son of Castor ‘Jojie’ Cuyugan, Jr. & Sabina 
Cuyugan; beloved brother of Melody Daswani, Ian 
Russelle Cuyugan, Erin Patrick Cuyugan and 
Kristine Cuyugan. 


His loving children Juan Carlo, Miguel Alfonso and 
Gabriel Lorenzo; nieces Kopie, Ysl, Yra, Kishi and 
Angela; brother-in-law Vishal Daswani; sister-in- 
law Katrina Cuyugan; cousins; other relatives and 
friends request your prayers for the eternal repose of 
his soul. 

His remains lie in state at Superior Chapel, La 
Funeraria Paz, Inc., Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 
Interment will be announced later. 


sex eee 


CLASSIFIEDS 


exasBoserarconer San Lus Suet Pasay Cay Mato Mania, Prippries 
Tetohoces (3215519439 513454 але (832) 518496 
Eat nlo@peza.gorphWebste: vw pera gorph 


[5 Philippine Economic Zone Authority 


Republic of the Philippines 
PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE AUTHORITY 
Roxas Boulevard comer San Luis Street, 
Pasay City, Philippines 


NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given that PANASONIC COMMUNICATIONS: 
PHILIPPINES CORPORATION (PCPC) with plant site at the Carmelray 
Industrial Park Il (CIP I-SEZ) has filed with the Philippine Economic Zone 
‘Authority (PEZA) lis application for PIONEER STATUS to be granted ю its 
manulacture of super mult-díve (SMD), sub-assembles and parts thereof, 
based on newness of product and technology, which if approved, will 
ninie the company to six (6) years of Income Tax Holiday. Said application 
has been officaly accepted and is under process in this office. 

Any person with valid objections to or pertinent comments on the 
above-mentioned application may Не with the PEZA his/her objections 
in writing and under cath, within fifteen (15) days нот the date of this 
publication. 

Please direct your position papersicomments to the Enterprise 
Regulations Department of PEZA (Tel. Nos. 551-95-86 and 551-95-44; 
and Telelax: 551-34-56) ` 


una B. DE LIMA 
Director General 


Ermita, Manila 
шсш 
San Juan, Metro Manila ar 


12:00 пп 


THE GOODWILL BOOKSTORE FAMILY, MANAGEMENT 


AND STAFF WOULD LIKE TO ASK THE PIOUS READERS 
TO PRAY FOR THE REPOSE OF HIS SOUL. 


x 


In Loving Memory 


on the 1st Death Anniversary of 


ADELINA A. ZABALLERO 


Her loving children, David and Gold, Joey and 
Priscilla, Maria and Mike, grandchildren, Miguel, 
Gaby and Sophie request relatives, friends 
and pious readers to pray for the 
eternal repose of her soul. 


‘The following Mass intentions will be offered today, 
November 23, 2007. 


Parish of the Hearts of Jesus and Mary 

West Triangle, Q. C. .... .630am,600pm. 
‘Mount Carmel 
NewManila,Q.C. 

Mary the Queen Parish 
Greenhills, San Juan... 
Sanctuario de San Jose 
Greenhills, San Juan 
Christ the King 
Greenmeadows, San Juan 
Santuario de San Antonio 
Forbes Park, Makati . 


San Pedro Bautista. 
Del Monte, Q.C. 


6:00a.m.,,6:00 p.m. 


152m, 6:00 p.m. 
152m, 600 pm. 


6302, 6:00pm. 


The World's No. 1 Selling Brandy 


Emperador Brandy is in a league all its own. 
It ranked as the world’s best-selling brandy in 2006. 
A supreme testimony to Emperador’s premium quality 
recognized by the most discriminating drinkers. 


Make your every celebration truly grand with 
your favorite brandy. The world's No. 1 selling brandy. 
Emperador Brandy. A toast to excellence. 

And success. 


Proudly Produced by 


RI ё Aged in the Cellar of 
S bn Coe a Some 
EMPERADOR DISTILLERS, INC. 


EMPERADOR DISTILLERS, INC. ‘+2014 6007418 Piara, Eastwood Avenue, Quezon Ciy, Pp 
INSPIRING EXCELLENCE 


A Member of 


£4 ALLIANCE GLOBAL 


Based on sales volume as certified by IWSR Drinks Record, U.K. and Drinks International = ; 3 Drink Moderately 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


is engaging the consumer 


By Margie Quimpo-Espino 


TONY WRIGHT IS THE CREATOR OF 
the Energizer Bunny commercial, con- 
sidered by some advertising folks as one 
of the biggest ideas of the past century. 

In an exclusive interview with Business 
Friday, Wright, who created the ad when 
he was 28 years old, recalls asking him- 
self, “What would happen if this bunny 
didn’t just stay in one commercial?" 

‘The rest of his team loved the idea of 
creating an ad where the pink, shades- 
wearing Bunny, running on Energizer bat- 
teries, would be playing the drum contin- 
wously through other [not actual] ads. 
‘The message of the ad, of course, was to 
show the longevity of the batteries. 

Tt first appeared in a TV commercial in 
1989 and has become an icon that re- 
‘mains relevant today, 18 years later. 

Wright is the chair of Lowe and Part- 
ners Worldwide, a London-based creative 
advertising agency, with clients that in- 
dude Nokia, Unilever and Johnson & 
Johnson. 

‘Wright arrived in Manila earlier this 
week to give a talk at the 20th Philippine 
‘Advertising Congress in Subic from Nov. 
21024. 

‘As the author of what has been termed 
as a "big idea,” Wright was tasked to talk 
about “What is an idea in the 21st centu- 

“Tt used to be a very simple business of 
producing TV commercials or newspaper 
ads, making commissions out of the ads .. 
But media [ad placements] has now be- 
соте a separate business to the creation 
of ads. Advertising agencies are ask- 


ing—what do we do?” he says. 

Wright says the “ideas” of the 805 and 
the’90s are very different. 

“Tt used to be that all the power be- 
longed to marketers and agencies. ‘The 
job of the consumers was to sit in front of 
the TV watch the ads and buy” he adds. 

But consumers now are different. And 
technology has changed consumer habits. 
‘Take the TV remote control for example. 

Unlike in the past when one had to get 
up to switch channels to avoid a commer- 
cial, today, one only needs to press a but- 
ton. Or take Tivo, the gadget that allows 
‘consumers to save their favorite TV shows 
minus the commercials. Tivo is very popu- 
lar in the US and Europe. 

But Wright says TV viewership is not 
dying. In fact, he cites statistics showing 
that viewership in the US and Europe is 
onthe rise. 

In the Philippines, TV viewing remains 
a vital part of Filipinos’ lives, particularly 
those from the lower classes. Thus it re- 
mains a vital medium for mass-based con- 
‘sumer products. 

But even the masses are not keen on 
watching commercials. 

‘As Wright describes it, “1 have to find a 
way for you to see my ad. 1 know you 
don’t wantto see my ad." 

So the challenge is to find the right 
place to put out the ads. 

Опе major development over the разг 
few years is the inclusion of brands in 
movies or TV shows. Thus whenever 
there isa scene of an actor or actress using 
а computer, its usually an Apple comput- 
ег (whether all are paid for is not known). 

Sponsorship of shows is also becoming 


‘common. In the Philippines, companies 
sponsor contests in popular noontime 
shows. 

But Wright wams you cannot be too 
obvious in doing this. “You cannot get a 
сап of Coke and hold it up to the camera." 

But these things are not new. In fact it 
hhas been around for over 50 years. Soap 
operas got their name, for instance, be- 
cause soap brands were behind them. The 
shows would be "Brought to you by...” 

One of the keys to marketing these 
days, according to Wright, is getting the 
consumers to associate with the brand. 

He mentions the strategy undertake by 
‘Charmin, the US toilet paper and wipe 
maker, a few years ago. 

Tris a well-known fact that it is very dif- 
ficult to find a public toilet in New York so 
what Charmin did during one Chrismas 
was set up several hundred portable toi- 
lets in the Times Square area and 
wrapped these with the Charmin logo. 

“It did not have anything to do with 
any TV commercial but there was brand 
engagement,” he says. 

‘One consumer engagement which has 
irked some marketers is the parodies that. 
consumers do to some commercials. 

“They feel insulted that after spending 


millions to create the ads somebody 
makes fun of it, but itis actually the great- 
est gift for somebody to be interested in 
your work,” he says. 

He mentions the YouTube dips of kids 
showing the Mentos Coke Explosion (kids 
mix Mentos candies in Coke, put the mix- 
ture in dosed containers, shake and 
throw—creating an explosion). The view- 
ership of the clips and the number of kids 
doing it grew. 

"While itis not encouraged, and no ad 
agency, or client, would suggest such an 
activity the factis, itwasa great brand en- 
gagement activity undertaken by con- 
sumers themselves. 

He says Mentos embraced it and spon- 
sored kids activities. Coke took longer to 
embrace the “explosion” for marketing. 

Wright says getting consumers en- 
gaged also requires “a different way of 
‘working and organizing our business.” 

“For owners of brands to do business, 
they need to be much less rigid. We need 
to be more human as marketers and we 
need to enjoy the fact that consumers are 
active.” 

After nearly three decades in the indus- 
чу, Wright says he is still having fun. Не 
feels Lowe is his ast stop. 
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TONY WRIGHT- 


“1 seem to have just stumbled into ad- 
vertising,” says the London-born ad exec- 
utive. “It was not something you dream of 
going into.” 

He first thought of going into advertis- 
ing when he met the brother of his best 
friend. 

“He seems to be having fun in his work. 
He did not have to wear a suit and was 
driving a sports car One day, I asked 
him—so what did you do today? He said, 
‘Thad to think of new names for an orange 
juice? [said can do that.” 

‘Although his position these days is 
more on managing, Wright says, “I real- 
ized a couple of years ago I don't really en- 
joy the business when it's just managing. I 
like ideas, I like working on them. My job 
is attracting talents.” 

He says he will only quit advertising 
when he stops having fun, or when he de- 
cides to shift to political strategizing, 
which he has done for the US Democratic 


But for now, the fun and diversity of the 
people in the advertising world—'only 
place where you find Harvard MBAs and 
taxi drivers and its hard to predict who's 
going to be good at this"—is keeping him 
going... and going ... and going. 
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CDIMP3 Player - 
State - of - the - art 
mobile 
entertainment 


Enjoy your choices ол the пен Chercat Оруз Sean & Wager: 


Pa69,000% 


“The fusion of versatility and style just got better in the new Chevrolet Optra The more sophisticated package sports advance safety 
features like dual airbags, ABS, 4-wheel disc brakes and front foglamps. It delivers comfort and convenience through its grip type door 
handles, 60/40 fold rear seats with armrest and а superb sound system featuring 6-disc in-dash CD/MP3 player and steering wheel 
mounted audio controls. Test drive the new Chevrolet Optra now and make a statement on the road. 


Test dese today и your nearest Chevrolet desler: MAKATI 84-1976, 867-8183 o 67 > QUEZON AVENUE 374-1250 TO 59» SHAW 535-4944, 533-6349, ү 
з > PASIG 672-1612 to 14, 672-1486 - ALABANG 771-1206 to 0? > NORTH EDSA 3749992 to 97, 374-9963 + MANILA 564-0123 
(CEBU (022) 2140526 ro 29 « PAMPANGA (045) 963-3333, (045) 860-2000 + DAVAO (09) 300-777, 052) 235-3811 + DAGUPAN (075) 575-777], 5 
(075) 515-5577 + OILO (033) 2374540 
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(075) 523. 


BACOLOD (034) 708-2489 LAGUNA (E32) 6992458 (046) 4301606 


AWORLD OF DIFFERENCE. 2,1 ~/ 


“www.chevrolet.com.ph 
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Martin Roll on Sony and 
PS3—the ongoing brand saga 


VISAYAS 


MINDANAO 


KAHIT SAAN, NUMBER ONE. 
S 6x 


‘Bandera . 


PANG-PINOY = PAMPAMILYA: 


WE CONTINUE OUR BRANDING SERIES 
with Martin Roll, author of Asian Brand 
Strategy. MarketingRx interviewed the 
brand-guru at the recently concluded Global 
Brand Forum held in Singapore. 


Here's Roll: 

Sony one of the most iconic global 
brands, now seems to be the eternal brand- 
in-trouble. Sony has always been known for 
superior quality, world class design, cut- 
ting-edge technological products and con- 
stant innovation. But off late, Sony has 
been slipping from its ivory tower of global 
dominance in the consumer electronics and 
gaming industry. 

The losses of the gaming unit alone, 
which contributes 14 percent of overall 
Sony sales, exceeded $1.9 billion in 2006 as 
against $72.5 million profits in 2005. Fur- 
ther, Sonys overall operating profit 
dropped 68 percent from its 2005 figure to 
$598 million in 2006. Much of this has to 
do with Sony's overwhelming reliance on 
the latest play station— the PS3. 

The PS3 was probably one of the most 
awaited products in recent years. Cus- 
tomers around the world were waiting with 
bated breath to collect their PS3 from 
stores. But, right after the launch, Sony was 
shocked to see that the stocks were out and 
the demand was increasing. Even though 
this initially signaled the overwhelming 
positive response of customers, numbers at 
the end of the fiscal year painted a different 
picture: Sony did not even achieve its own 
internal target of 6 million units by March 
31. 

It managed to sell only 5.5 million 
units and only 3.6 million units reached 
the stores with the remaining either in 
transit or in warehouses. This perfor- 
mance has forced Sony to announce a 
conservative 11 million units for the year 
ending March 31, 2008. To add to Sony's 
woes, the competition is catching up 
with the market leader Nintendo 
shipped 5.84 million units of its game 
console in the same time frame and Mi- 
crosoft sold a total of 10.4 million units 
for the year ended March 31, 2006. 

Even though Sony estimates to make 
money in 2009, it will be a very rough two 
years to survive in the very highly competi- 
tive gaming industry. One of the alternate 
routes being discussed is to discount the 
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PS3, which is a 60-gigabyte hard disk drive 
console with a $599 price tag. The logic 
behind such a possible step is to increase 
the volume of sales immediately so as to 
stop the revenue sliding for the next two 
years. 

These events bring to fore two core 
branding issues—the strategic role of 
branding and the impact of price discounts 
on the brand image. Branding is an organi- 
zation wide discipline that encompasses 
the different functions within an organiza- 
tion. The stock out scenario immediately 
after the PS3 launch and the failure of 1.9 
millions units to reach the stores in time are 
cases in point that demonstrate Sony's lack 
of comprehensive brand management by 
not managing production and distribution 
functions. 

Similarly, the discounting option directly 
contradicts the very underlying premise of 
branding, which is competing on superior 
value and not on price. If Sony does dis- 
count the PS3 units, the short-term sales 
might surely soar up, but the effect of such 
price cuts on the brand image may be long 
lasting and disastrous. Instead of cutting 
prices to boost sales, Sony will benefit if the 
distribution, communications and different 
avenues to constantly engage its customers 
are taken care of. 

Efficient management of multiple cus- 
tomer touch points is indeed a corner stone 
of branding. It will be interesting to watch 
how Sony handles this brand challenge. 

Martin Roll (www.martinroll.com) is the 
CEO of VentureRepublic a strategic advisory 
firm on branding excellence and the author 
of Asian Brand Strategy. He is also a fre- 
quent guest lecturer at Insead. For more 
branding articles, visit Martin Roll's 
blo—there's lots of good stuff there for 
branding executives. Visit asianbrandstiate- 
gy.com if you want more. Keep your ques- 
tions coming. Feedback at Market- 
ingRx@pldeDSL.net. God bless! 
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on (useless) documents? ^ 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


MOST COMPANIES SPEND A FOR- 
tune for documents, and yet a substan- 
tial portion just goes to waste. 

Fuji Xerox Philippines Inc. is offer- 
ing large companies consultancy ser- 
vices on document management 
aimed at minimizing cost and 
wastage. 

In an interview, Andrew Jewell, re- 
gional director of Xerox Office Services 
(а part of Fuji Xerox Asia Pacific), said 
the consultancy service targets large 
firms, a majority of which could not 
even quantify the amount of money 
they spend for documents in their op- 
erations. 

“A study made by IDC (Internation- 
al Data Corp., a market research com- 
pany) shows that documents—paper 
and electronic—account for 3 percent 
to 5 percent of Fortune 500 compa- 
nies’ revenues,” said Jewell, who is 


based in Singapore. 

Jewell was in Makati City, Wednes- 
day for the senior executive breakfast 
forum, which Fuji Xerox organized for 
potential partners. 

"With our consultancy service, we 
can help cut down this cost by 10 per- 
cent to 30 percent and thus protect our 
clients profits,” he added. “In effect, 
we are contracted for savings.” 

Romerico S. Serrano, Fuji Xerox 
Philippines president, said in the same 
interview that Fuji Xerox's consultancy 
service on document management has 
been introduced in the country some 
three years ago although it has been 
available in the region in the past 10 
years. 

"We work with clients as if we own 
their business, whether or not they are 
using our machines or those of other 
manufacturers,” Serrano explained 

He confirmed that many financial offi 
cers of companies were not aware of the 


costs of office documents as this was usu- 
ally not reflected in corporate budgets. 
Rene Domingo, a professor at the 
Asian Institute of Management, said the 
papers represented “undocumented 
costs” as these were usually mentioned 
as office supplies and consumables. 
“But documents also entail time, 


SINESSFriday 
How much does your firm spend 


which is wasted when reports are giv- 
ento highly paid managers who do not 
need these reports Domingo said. 
"How many minutes are spent reading 
reports just to find out if one really 
needs to be reading that report?" 
Serrano said there were still a few 
domestic firms that have become 


aware of the need to address the cost 
of papers and documents. 

However, he said there was a drive 
to reduce costs and wastage among 
firms and that there was a ready mar- 
ket for document management ser- 
vices as this provided an added option 
in protecting the bottom line. 


Communicating in a world fascinated and enabled by new media 


By Richard P. Burgos 
Contributor 


RADICALLY NEW FORMS OF COLLAB- 
oration and communication are possi- 
ble today. Individuals can share ideas 
and work on projects together with un- 
precedented ease. Engineers and ex- 
perts can team with those of another 
company. And any business can en- 
gage with the entire networked world 
to learn, to capture feedback, or to 
turn their customers into cocreators. 
At once daunting and daring, this chal- 
lenge and opportunity will enable 
communicators to quickly create value. 
for themselves in a global marketplace. 
of expertise where communication 
skills are high-priced tickets. 

‘And guess what? Everyone else is 
getting to be a writer, broadcaster, or 
publisher of sorts. 

Pete Blackshaw, of Nielsen BuzzMet- 
rics, a buzz analytics firm that helps 


brands measure, track and quantify 
consumer-generated media (CGM), 
points out that the fastest-growing me- 
dia is one consumers create and share 
among themselves. 

CGM is created by consumers from 
their own product or service experi- 
ences and presents long-lasting 
sources of influence to other cus- 
tomers/marketers because they are 
archived and searchable. Thus compa- 
nies and brands are literally scram- 
bling to listen to and leverage such me- 
dia for their competitive advantage. 

CGM includes blog entries, con- 
sumer e-mail feedback, message board 
posts, forum comments, personal web- 
sites and personal e-mail. 

Moreover, CGM is rapidly adopting 
the same rich-media formats as online 
advertising. A few examples of CGM2, 
or consumer-generated multimedia 
are Moblogs or mobile-enabled blogs, 
photo sharing and tagging; blogs/per- 


sonal videos or video based journals; 
and podcasting where consumers cre- 
ate their own radio broadcasts and 
make them available for others. 


Cluetrain Manifesto 

Unlike in the era of our PR 
demigods, consumers today are dictat- 
ing the terms of media reach, frequen- 
cy and impact. In 1999, some people 
put together the Cluetrain Manifesto 
which talked about how а powerful 
global conversation has begun. 
Through the Internet, people are dis- 
covering and inventing new ways to 
share relevant knowledge with blind- 
ing speed. As a direct result, markets 
are getting smarter—and getting 
smarter faster than most companies 
They put together 95 theses which 
eight years later still sizzle and sting, 
among them: 

e The Internet is enabling conversa- 
tions among human beings that were 
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simply not possible in the era of mass 
media. 

‘© Public Relations does not relate to 
the public. Companies are deeply 
afraid of their markets. 

By speaking in language that is 
distant, uninviting, arrogant, they 
build walls to keep markets at bay. 

People in networked markets 
have figured out that they get far bet- 
ter information and support from one 
another than from vendors. So much 
for corporate rhetoric about adding 
value to commoditized products. 

There are no secrets. The net- 
worked market knows more than com- 
panies do about their own products. 
And whether the news is good or bad, 
they tell everyone. 

© Companies must ask themselves 
where their corporate cultures end. 

elf their cultures end before the 
community begins, they will have no 
market. 


*To traditional corporations, 
networked conversations may ap- 
pear confused, may sound confus- 
ing. But we are organizing faster 
than they are. We have better tools, 
more new ideas, no rules to slow us 
down. 

‘© We are waking up and linking to 
each other. We are watching. But we 
are not waiting. 

(The author is external relations 
manager, IBM Asean. This article is part. 
of a series by the Philippine chapter of 
the International Public Relations Asso- 
ciation (Ipra) to give something back to 
а profession that has been good to them 
by sharing their knowledge and experi- 
ence with the younger and up and com- 
ing PR practitioners. Set up in 1955, 
Ipra is the world’s premier organization 
for communications professionals, 
counting among its membership some 
1,000 senior PR practitioners in 96 
countries.) 
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vood for the eart 


HE DISPLAY WINDOWS E 
at the Confetti boutiques 
are festooned with the re- 
minder: “Reusable Bags Good 
for the Earth." On sale are fold- 
ing shopping bags in fashionable 
metallics, that open up to hold a 
shoe box or groceries. There are 
brightly colored totes recycled 
from tarp billboards and stream- 
ers from past advertising cam- 
paigns at giveaway prices. Con- 
fetti also carries tarp bags from 
Mother Earth and Greenpine 
Print, nonprofits led by environ- 
mentalists Odette Alcantara & 
Binggirl Clemente who, provid- 
ing designs and marketing assis- 
tance, have given livelihood to 
some marginalized communities 
in Marikina and Taytay. from outdated Confetti 
The ladies fashion shoe chain has streamers. Also shown are 
been trying to reuse and recycle as part bags from Greenpine Print 
of its business philosophy. In the '90s, made out of election 
(Confetti is 24 years old this year) its banners. 
shoe boxes were made out of brown re- 
cycled cardboard. Suppliers were asked 
to deliver the boxes tied up with string 
(abaca) instead of the oil-based "straw." 
The handouts and reading materials in 


the classes of owner, Vicki Jardiolin, a 
professor of marketing at the UP College 
of Business Administration are printed 
on reused paper and stamped “Reuse 
paper and save trees.” So are company 
internal memos, logbooks and vouch- 
ers; envelops are routinely readdressed. 
Good for the earth, saves quite a few 
centavos. 

The Philippines, with the increased 
use of billboards and tarp banners, bad- 
ly needs to recycle and reuse these ma- 
terials, These tarps, uncollected, are left 
in unsightly tatters everywhere or pile 
up in the landfills and garbage moun- 
tains which, nonbiodegradable, they 
will stay for hundreds of years. 

The reusable shopping bags are an in- 

novative, practical and cost-effective so- 
lution. Moving the discarded tarps into 
the recycling stream, these long-life, 
multitrip bags are designed to reduce 
use of throw-away plastic bags given 
away by supermarkets and other retail 
outlets. “Wastes online” informs that the 
production of these plastic bags use sig- 
nificant amounts of resources, water, 
fossil fuel, both as raw material and en- 
ergy for the manufacturing process. Its 
studies show that these add up in 
garbage dumps and are about 57 per- 
cent of litter in the beaches. 
5 Confetti echoes the cry, “Reduce, 
CONFETTI'S folding reusable shopping bags. Fashioned from Reuse, Recycle” and adds "Look great 
materials in metallics and trendy colors, they fold up neatly ina ^ accessorizing with something good for 
handbag and open up to hold many items. the earth!” 
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MULTINATIONAL firms in fast-moving consumer goods industry leading the way 


in supply chain management 
By Tina Arceo-Dumlao 


HE CHALLENGE TO MANU- 

facturing and retail compa- 

nies seems simple enough at 
first glance: get products to the 
customers at the right time, right 
quantity and at the cheapest possi- 
ble cost. 

But in the Philippines, costs immediately 
pile up as products move from the manu- 
facturing facility to the retail outlets where 
consumers can actually go and buy the 
item. 

This has inevitably made supply chain 
management a daunting challenge for ma- 
jor corporations in developing countries 
like the Philippines, which are plagued by 
bad roads and the dire lack of key infras- 
tructure facilities such as bridges, ports and 
airports. 

Being an archipelago does not help their 
cause because manufacturers and retailers 
have to contend with having to distribute 
goods from island to island, requiring the 
use of all modes of transportation—road, 
sea and air. 

All these translate to higher costs. 

Also a point to consider is that in the 
Philippines, like other developing countries, 
the-retail trade is still very much traditional 
with easily half of the goods sold through 


the mom and pop stores (sari-sari stores), 
especially in areas outside the urban cen- 
ters, and not through the modern supermar- 
kets, grocery or department stores. 

These neighborhood sarisari stores 
want products delivered more frequently 
but at smaller quantities, posing yet anoth- 
er key challenge to manufacturers and re- 
tailers who are keeping one eye on poten- 
tial customers and the other on the costs as- 
sociated with bringing products to them. 

All these factors mean that ably manag- 
ing costs along the supply chain has be- 
come a major competitive advantage for 
those who have mastered the art and sci- 
ence of supply chain management in the 
Philippines. 

Multinational companies in the fast- 
moving consumer goods industry are un- 
derstandably leading the way in supply 
chain management because they have been 
їп the game far longer than the local com- 
panies. 

Michael Ong, country logistics manager 
of Procter and Gamble, says in an interview 
that in the Philippines, most multinational 
FMCG (fast moving consumer goods) com- 
panies have been into supply chain man- 
agement for years and have entire organi- 
zations working on it. 

And while the Philippines is not yet at par 
with those in the United States and Europe, 
it is fast catching up in the application and 
practice of supply chain management to- 


THE PRODUCTION plant in Barangay Sto. Niño, San Pablo City, employs seven 
workers. Coco Natur hopes to give more jobs to the members of the community. 
PHOTOS BY NIA CATHERINE CALLAINQURER SOUTHERN LUZON 


Where OFWs’ 


and coconut 


Jarmers’ needs meet 


By Niña Catherine Calleja 
Inquirer Southern Luzon 


SAN PABLO CITY—OVERSEAS FILIPINO 
workers always worry about how to save 
money and where to put their savings. 
Coconut farmers constantly complain of 
dropping coconut prices. 

One solution offered by Coco Natur 
Overseas Filipino Worldwide and Pro- 
ducers Cooperative is the establishment 
of a cooperative and the setting up of a 
community-based coconut enterprise 
where OFWs could invest their money. 

Coco Natur built its first enterprise, 
with coconut as the main source of liveli- 


coco shell are used for the products" 
packaging. 


hood, in Barangay Sto. Nifio, San Pablo 
City. 

It produces and markets virgin co- 
conut oil (VCO) and its derivative prod- 
ucts such as soaps, massage oil, lotion, 
and shampoo. It plans to produce co- 
conut flour and coconut vinegar. 

The plant processes all parts of the co- 
conut—including the supposed waste 
products like the coco fiber and coco 
shell—for the products packaging. 

Coco Natur plans to multiply its com- 
munity-based enterprise in 10 barangays 
in San Pablo City and in other coconut 
communities in Laguna and nearby 
provinces like Quezon. 

Each of the chosen communities 
would need an initial capital of P60,000 
to start the production, says Jean Tanale- 
за, Coco Natur assistant general manag- 
ег 

In the case of Sto. Nifio, Р74,000 was 
used for equipment like grater, presser, 
fermenting drums, and other facilities 
used for processing VCO. 

The plant does not only increase the 
income of the farmers but also creates 
more jobs for the relatives of the farm- 
ers. 

‘At present, the Sto. Niño production 
plant employs seven regular work- 
ers—all residents of the barangay. 

Tanalega says the operation of Coco 
Natur would not be possible without the 
funds coming from the OFWs. 


Developments 
Coco Natur was formed in February 
2006 by Atikha Overseas Workers and 
Communities’ Initiatives Inc, a non- 
government organization for OFWs and 
their families, which also initiated the 
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gether with other members of the Associa- 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations. 

Ong says that for P&G, the lack of infras- 
tructure poses ће greatest challenge to 
quickly and efficiently delivering goods 
around the country. 

“Transit/travel times to the islands south 
of Manila are both lengthy and costly. Ver- 

us comparable neighbors, freight cost go- 

ing across the country is significantly high- 
er just because we need to cross the seas. 
We also have limited highway infrastruc- 
ture and our ports are not as efficient and as 
advanced as most of our neighbors,” Ong 
adds. 

Emmanuel Bautista, managing director 
of IDS Logistics Philippines, which dis- 
tributes products for many of the local FM- 
CG companies, adds that given the geogra- 
phy of the Philippines with its 7,000 is- 
lands, distributing goods requires the use of 
multi-modal transportation systems and 
the establishment of multiple stocking 
points in key cities. 

“Metro Manila accounts for the lion's 
share of consumer demand. Nevertheless, 
our Visayas and Mindanao regions are not 
insignificant and, as evidenced by the num- 
ber of new shopping malls, the level of so- 
phistication is rising. To be a successful 
player in the country, one requires a pres- 
ence in the Visayas and Mindanao,” 
Bautista says. 

Because of the high cost of managing the 
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Supply chain management daunting in poor areas 


supply chain, companies in the Philippines 
are then hard pressed to urgently find ways 
to cut down costs. 

One way is to outsource the manage- 
ment of parts of the supply chain—like 
trucking and warehousing—to third-party 
companies who can leverage on economies 
of scale and expertise to cut costs. 

Alfredo Juan Franco of Unilever says that 
in the case of Unilever, it has tapped compa- 
nies such as IDS Logistics to help move its 
products across the country. 

He says distribution requires a particular 
expertise especially these days when the in- 
dustry is faced by a contraction in shipping 
capacity by as much as 40 percent. 

This strikes fear in the hearts of manufac- 
turing and retailing companies considering 
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From page B3-1 
project, with the support of an 
organization of coconut farm- 
ers and the local government 
here. 

Prior to the formation of Co- 
co Natur, Atikha launched a 
campaign mobilizing the re- 
sources of the OFWs to assist 
the development of the commu- 
nity-based coconut enterprises. 

А "benefit dinner" organized 
in the United States enabled 
Atikha to raise P500,000. 
Atikha was also able to get 
grants and loans from the US. 

For one year, Coco Natur fo- 
cused on product and market 
development and training resi- 
dents in coconut communities. 

It was only in October this 
year that a village, Barangay 
Sto. Nifio, adopted the project 


marketing 


the 


London, 12 November 2007 — The organ- 
isers of the 55th Cannes Lions International 
Advertising Festival are pleased to an- 
mounce the launch of Design Lions in 2008. 
‘Adding Design will further enhance and 
‘complement the celebration of creativity at 
the week-long event that already includes 
the categories of Press, Outdoor, Film, Me- 
dia, Sales Promotion, Cyber, Direct, Titani- 
um, Integrated and Radio advertising. 

Design Lions will honour the creative and 
innovative use of design for the brand and 
product communication and development 
Categories will broadly include Packaging 
Design, Brand Identity and Environmental 
Design. 

Entries will be rewarded for Creativity, 
Originality, Execution and Consumer En- 
gagement. The winners of the first ever De- 
sign Lions and Grand Prix will be honoured 
in Cannes on Wednesday 18 June 2008 
alongside the Press and Cyber Lions win- 
ners. 

Rodney Fitch CBE, Chairman & CEO of 


Design Lion Trophy 


CRAIG DAVIS NAMED 2008 CANNES LIONS 
FILM AND PRESS JURY PRESIDENT 


London, 12 November 2007 — Craig 
Davis, Worldwide Chiet Creative Officer, 
JWT will chair both the Film and Press juries 
at the 55th Cannes Lions international Ad- 
vertising Festival. 

Bom and raised in Australia, Craig stum- 
bled into the world of adver- 
tising after graduating from 
AWARD (Australian Writers 
and Art Directors’) School in ; 
1987 following stints as a 
barman, law — student, 
busker, finance broker, turf 
cutter, biscult maker, ruit 
picker, fashion show pro 
ducer and truck driver. He 
also learnt how to sail on the 
local lake, eventually win- 
ning national champi- 
onships and representing 
‘Australia ^ internationally. 
Over the next several years 
Craig developed his own 
agency, which became one 
of Australia's most awarded independents. 

їп 1999 Craig left Australia to become Ex- 
ecutive Creative Director of Saatchi & 
Saatchi Singapore and in 2000 was promot- 
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and has been transformed into 
a so-called community-based 
enterprise. 

Community-based enterprise 
means members of the commu- 
nity manage the operations of 
the business from production to 
marketing. 
nity gets a share of the profit. 

Marga Roman, Coco Natur 


The whole commu- 


director, says this 


project gives poor communities 
and OFWs hope and promise. 
"In five years, this will be a 
P5-million company, support- 
ing at least 200 farmers in each 
community,” she claims. 


Greater income 

Ruben Garcia, president of 
Pederasyon 
Magsasaka at Magniniyog sa 
Lungsod ng San Pablo (Federa- 


ng mga 


tion of Coconut Farmers and 
Workers in San Pablo City), be- 
lieves that the income of co- 


port the nuts to facto- 
Ties producing coco- 
based products. 

"The farmers 

here don't really 
eam much. 
"Worse, the price 
of coconut fluctu- 
ates from time to 
time, depending 
on the supply" 
Garcia adds. 

He emphasizes 
that it is to the farm- 
ers’ and their families’ 
advantage that finally 
they have a plant producing 
virgin coconut oil and other co- 
conut-based products within 
the community. 

“Transportation cost is no 
longer a problem yet the buying 
price is very much the same 
with that in the factories,” he 
says. 


conut farmers under the com- 


munity-based enterprise would 


significantly jack up. 


The federation is composed 
of over 500 active members 
from 10 organized barangays. 

Garcia says many small-time 
coconut farmers are at the los- 
ing end because they are com- 
pelled to transact with middle- 
men and traders who would 
buy and retail their nuts. 

“They will buy the nuts at a 
PS price while these are sold in 
the market usually at P12,” he 


explains in Filipino. 


Other farmers spend P400- 
P500 for trucking fee to trans- 


Expansion 

Roman notes that before, 
fund raising was their way to 
get resources and capital but 
now they have come up with a 
scheme of getting investment 
through shares of stocks in the 
cooperative. 

“An investor can have a mini- 
mum of 100 shares and ma 
mum of 2,500 shares at P100 
per share,” she explains. 

Roman says they are encour- 
aging OFWs to invest here. 

“When they come back here, 
they have earned just by invest- 
ing their money, plus their in- 


CANNES LIONS 


LAUNCHED 
DESIGN CATEGORY IN 2008 


RODNEY FITCH CBE TO CHAIR 
FIRST DESIGN LIONS JURY 


Fitch Worldwide, will chair the inaugural De- 
sign Lions jury. During a distinguished ca- 
reer in design that has spanned nearly forty 
years, Rodney has served as a member of 
the Design Council and as a past president 
of both the Chartered Society of Designers 
and D&AD. In 2005 he was 
inducted into the Legion of 
Honour and Hall of Fame of 
the American Institute of 
Store Planners, the most 
prestigious award in retail 
design for an individual, and 
in 2006 was a finalist for the. 
Prince Philip Designers 
Prize. He was awarded a 
СВЕ in 1990 for services to 
the British Design industry. 
Rodney is also active in 
the development of design 
education and is currently а 
senior governor of the Uni- 
versity of the Arts, London, 
the largest collegiate insti- 
tution of its kind in Europe, 
and supervises an MA 
course in Retail design at the Hoegeschool 
Academy in Rotterdam, Holland. He is also 
Chairman of V & A Enterprises, the Victoria. 
and Albert museum's commercial business. 
Rodney founded the Fitch agency in 1972 
and now has 19 studios in 12 countries 
around the globe. His work embraces brand 
development, packaging design and corpo- 
rate branding, and specialises in delivering 
"consumer experience" in the retail environ- 


ed to Regional Executive Creative Director 
based in Hong Kong. Under his leadership 
Saatchi & Saatchi became the most award- 
ed agency network in Asia and was named 
"Creative Network of the Year’ in 2002. In 
2003, Craig helped Saatchi & Saatchi win 
both AdAge and Adweek’s 
"Global Agency of the Year’ 
and was named Asia's ‘Ad- 
vertising Person of the 
Year. 
The following year Craig 
moved to London to join 
JWT as the creative leader 
for Europe, the Middle East 
and Africa and in 2005 was 
made ЛАТ Chief Creative 
Officer, Worldwide. Since 
joining JWT the networks 
creative reputation has im- 
proved significantly and the 
Cannes Lions tally has 
more than tripled. 


In 2007 Craig became „ 


the first quest editor of the Gunn Report and 
was inducted into the Campaign Brief Hall of 
Fame. He is a frequent speaker at industry 
forums, is on the advisory board for the 


ment across ай retail sectors. Clients world- 
wide include Amazon, Bentley Motors, BP, 
Dunlop, DHL, Hewlett-Packard, IKEA, 
L'Oréal, Lego, Marks & Spencer, Nokia, Mi- 
crosoft, P&G, Starbucks, Toys 'R' Us and 
Unilever. 

Welcoming the appoint- 
ment, Philip Thomas, Festi 
val CEO, said, "We are truly 
honoured to have Rodney 
Fitch chair the first Design 
Lions jury. With such a long 
and illustrious background in. 
design, working with a broad 
portfolio of clients from all 
over the world, the inaugural 
Design Lions competition 
could not be in better 
hands” 

Rodney Fitch comment- 
ing on his role said, "I had of- 
ten wondered why Cannes 
never honoured design; for 
isn't design the very platform 
оп which so much creative 
endeavour is based? Now 

that the world has come to its senses, I'm 
greatly honoured, and nota їе humbled to 
be the Design Jury's inaugural President 
and am confident the work we shall see will 
be inspirational and help make these Lion 
roar even louder” 

Information regarding categories and 
how to submit entries to the Design Lions 
competition will be available from 2 Febru- 
ary 2008 at www.canneslions.com. 


Berlin School of Creative Leadership, and 
has judged at numerous regional and inter- 
national award shows, including Cannes Ti- 
tanium in 2006. 

"The fact that Craig has experienced dif- 
ferent cultures, is in a global leadership posi- 
tion and has demonstrated a clear track 
record of creative achievement, makes him 
ideally suited to be the Cannes Film and 
Press jury president in 2008", said Terry 
Savage, Festival Chairman. 

Craig Davis commenting on his appoint- 
ment said, “Great creativity can and does 
come from anywhere. What | love about 
Cannes is that it recognises this truth across 
multiple disciplines on a scale unmatched by 
any other award festival. Its an honour to be 
leading the search for the world's best cre- 
ativityin йт and press advertising in 2008" 

Craig lives in London with his wife and is 
teaching his three children to sail 
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COCO Natur products are marketed here and abroad. 


vestment has helped their com- 
munity,” she adds. 

Coco Natur has also a pro- 
gram on direct selling wherein 
the dependents of OFWs will be. 
trained in the marketing of the 
coconut-based products. 

Roman says they also teach 
about sales and entrepreneur- 
ship. 

Coco Natur has also tapped 
the export market. 

Roman tells the INQUIRER that 
almost P500,000 worth of sam- 
ple products reached Europe. 
‘They are now trying to meet the 
purchase order of 16 tons of 
усо. 

“We are now eager to break 
into North America and Japan,” 
she says, adding some balik- 
bayans are also buying their 
products. 


Roman stresses that they are 
still creating awareness that Co- 
co Natur exists. 

The market's recognition and 
acceptability will make them 
sell, she says. 

But, according to her, Coco 
Natur remains to be a social en- 
terprise where everybody bene- 
fits. 

“It should always be a fair 
trade. We cannot lower our 
prices and compromise the wel- 
fare of the farmers and workers 
just to be competitive with oth- 
er VCO products," she says. 

(Contact details: Marga Ro- 
man, 09204677887. The office 
is located at Coco Natur Likha at 
Kabuyahan Room, OFW Center, 
Main Avenue, Green Valley Sub- 
division, San Francisco, San 
Pablo City, Laguna) 


‘THE PRODUCTION plant does not only increase farmers’ income 
but also creates more jobs for their relatives. 


What goes into ... sossen 


that -shipping is still the 
cheapest way to bring bulk 
cargo to the Visayas and Min- 
danao. 

"Now, there's a mad scram- 
ble for capacity. We now have 
to book shipping schedules in 
advance even if we are not 
exactly sure of the volume,” 
Franco says. 

But because it partners 
with other companies to help 
in the distribution, Unilever 
can concentrate on other 
links in the chain where it is 
more of an expert, such as in 
predicting consumer demand 
and inventory control. 

"We look at the organiza- 
tion now as an integrated 
process and that we're one 
team. This was triggered by 
recognition that we are not 
function focused, but process 
focused,” he says. 

“This recognition is the on- 
ly way we can grow the busi- 
ness and serve our customers 
well.” 

P&G's Ong says integrating 
the process remains an obsta- 
Че to companies seeing to 
properly manage the supply 
chain. 

He says that if there is a 
weak link in most supply 
chains in the Philippines, it is 
in systems integration. 

"The left hand needs to 
know what the right is doing. 
Information flow should be 
able to follow product flow 
seamlessly. This can be chal- 
lenging in long supply chains 
where there are many "hand- 
offs" and where multiple play- 
ers are involved,” Ong says. 

Failure to coordinate will 
likely result in significant cost 
overruns or going out of 
stock. 

As IDS’ Bautista explains, 
supply chain management 
starts with the planning pro- 
cess to forecast future de- 


mand for products and deter- 
mine the right level of inven- 
tory. 

The results of these pro- 
cesses drive decisions made 
in the sourcing of either raw 
materials, packaging materi- 
als or even finished goods. 
What follows is manufactur- 
ing and then finally order ful- 
fillment where the products 
finally go to the consumers. 

“The level by which local 
manufacturing firms develop. 
and execure their supply 
chain strategies varies. It is 
accepted however that in to- 
days competitive enviro 
ment, ‘Customer is King, 
Bautista says. 

“They demand a level of 
service far greater than in 
previous years, while expect- 
ing competitive rates. To sur- 
vive therefore, companies are 
moving fast to adopt best 
practices seen around the 
world,” he says. 

Doing so even means col- 
laborating with competitors 
to remain competitive. 

Unilever’s Franco relates 
how a number of local com- 
panies have come together 
under the vision of “efficient 
customer response” to find 
ways to together cut costs. 

One example is how local 
companies agreed to stan- 
dardize the size of the deliv- 
ery palettes to make it easier 
for supermarkets, groceries 
to receive and load goods i 
to their stores instead of hav- 
ing a different size for each 
manufacturer. 

This has resulted in faster 
turnaround time and lower 
costs. 

He says the industry con- 
tinues to look for similar 
ways of working together to 
achieve the common goal of 
serving customers the best 
way possible. 
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New fund to help turn 
ideas into reality 


FRIDAY, 


‘THERE ARE A LOT OF FRESH AND EXCIT- 

‘ing business ideas out there, hidden in the 

minds of young entrepreneurs and budding 

marketers, waiting to be discovered and 
: nurtured. Most of the time however, finan- 
; cial constraints force these ideas into hiber- 
1 nation—or worse, extinction. 

‘Aware of this dilemma, Mansmith & 
Fieldets Inc. (www.mansmith.net), an ad- 
vocacy-based company into sales and mar- 
keting consultancy, is reaching out to young 

_ entrepreneurs through the creation of the 
Mansmith Blue Freedom Fund. This fund is 

: the first-ever venture capital fund in the 
country targeting those who want to start 
their own business using the “Blue Ocean 
Strategy” but lack financial freedom to turn 
their ideas into a reality. 

“In the years that we have been doing 
training and consultancy to companies and 
clients, we learned that they are not only 
asking us to just train them about market- 
ing and sales strategy, but to help them 
grow and succeed. With this, we conceptu- 
alized the Mansmith Blue Freedom Fund as 
part of our advocacy aside from recogniz- 
ing excellent practitioners and inspiring 
young marketers to excel in their profes- 
sion,” said Mansmith president and CEO 
Chiqui Escareal-Go. 

‘The Blue Ocean Strategy is the best-sell- 
ing book of Dr. W. Kim Chan and Dr. Renee 
Mauborgne of INSEAD, the world’s second 
largest business school based in France. 

“Blue Ocean Strategy helps corporate ex- 
ecutives and entrepreneurs find new mar- 
ket space, instead of competing head-on via 


destructive price and promo war. It targets 
non-users and consumers using alternative 
products and services. It helps find both dif- 
ferentiation and low-cost in a firm's value 
proposition, boosting the value provided to 
both the buyers as well as the firm,” said 
Chiqui. 

The recipient of the Mansmith Blue Free- 
dom Fund can be an existing business or a 
start-up business. Mansmith will provide a 
seed capital plus free consultation to the 
chosen recipient. The proponents of the 
Blue Ocean Strategy idea must first submit 
an application using the format indicated in 
the  Mansmith website (www.man- 
smith.net). 

“We shall be very strict with the stan- 
dards and choosy with the project. It must 
be a true Blue Ocean Strategy idea and 
must show evidence that a 35 percent re- 
turn on equity is feasible. The proponent 
must have proven leadership and execution. 

1 with unquestionable integrity" said 

i. She added that the benefits that 

will be reaped by the recipient are numer- 

ous, among them, the fund does not require 
collateral or interest payment. 

‘The search for the project that the Man- 
smith Blue Freedom Fund will cover is now 
ongoing. Should there be more interesting 
projects, Mansmith shall source additional 
funds from people interested in the venture 
capital funding. 

For more information, call 722-2318 / 
727-7142/ 0918-8116888 or e-mail: in- 
fo@mansmith.net. Visit website at 
www.mansmith.net. 
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DOT tours increase potential tourism target gains 

THE STEADILY increasing tourist arrivals from North America is expected to continue in 
2008 and in the years to come. The success is attributed to the familiarization tours spon- 
‘sored by the Department of Tourism for media, wholesalers, and retail travel agents partic- 
ularly the graduates of Philippine Specialist Program from the United States and Canada. 

Designed to promote the different top tourist destinations in the Philippines, the fa- 
miliarization tours received positive reviews from its participants who have pledged 
their commitment to intensely promote and sell Philippine tourism products to their 
clients in North America. The fam tour project is aimed at encouraging more travel 
agents and equipping them to sell the Philippines as a safe and wholesome holiday 
destination for the North American market. 

"We often invite Filipino-American and Filipino-Canadian groups to visit the country. By 
experiencing first-hand the positive developments in the Philippines, including our revital- 
ized tourism programs and fresh business opportunities, we are hoping that they could be- 

Е come Philippine tourism advocates when they return to the United States and Canada." 
Tourism Secretary Joseph Durano explained. 

"The general conduct of the tour is to familiarize participants with the facilities and 
amenities offered in such establishments to help them create Philippine packages for their 
clients,” said Team North America head Ma. Corazon Jorda-Apo. 

Familiarization tours help boost Philippine tourism promotions because it provides for- 
eign travel professionals a first-hand experience of the country. 

“More than promoting the country as a world-class tourist destination, we are also mar- 
keting the Philippines as a great venue for business, investment and retirement opportuni- 
ties,” said Durano. Indeed with the latent success of the familiarization tour project, that ob- 
jective is steadily being fulfilled. 

Visit www.experiencephilippines.ph for more details about DOT's tourism program. 


The Coffee Beanery by Cravings offers franchising 

THE COFFEE Beanery by Cravings is now offering a franchise opportunity for enterprising 
individuals, start-up corporations or even those who are foraying for the first time in the 
coffee shop business. 

“Backed by the same expertise and spirit behind the well-loved Cravings Restau- 
rant and Bakeshop, The Coffee Beanery continues Its tradition of quality products 
and excellent customer service said Karl C. Velhagen, The Coffee Beanery's busi- 
ness development manager. 

Starting out as a coffee bar in Cravings outlets in 1993, The Coffee Beanery has since 
come into its own as a free-standing coffee shop a decade later. Existing branches are lo- 
cated at the Shangri-La Edsa Plaza Mall, Commonwealth and Banawe Street (both in Que- 
zon City), and Robinsons Place Pioneer. 

Outside of Manila, The Coffee Beanery has successfully launched its coffee shops in 
Mandaue City, Cebu and in Naga City, Bicol. 

The Coffee Beanery will be re-launched to the public as “The Coffee Beanery by Crav- 
ings,” to highlight its strength as an affiliate of the Cravings Group. 

‘Owning a franchise of The Coffee Beanery requires a minimum space of 60 square me- 
ters. 

“Unlike most coffee shops which practice self-service, customers of The Coffee Beanery 
are served by professional waiters. This is a hallmark of the Cravings brand," noted Velha- 
gen. 

With its capability to come out with a menu selection, The Coffee Beanery will also be in- 
troducing something new for loyal customers to enjoy. "We are re-doing our pasta and 
sandwich line, which will have a Filipino twist. The sandwiches will be more Filipino but will 
still jive with a coffee shop environment," added Velhagen. 

Supporting The Coffee Beanery are chef-graduates from the prestigious Center for Culi- 
nary Arts, Manila (CCA, Manila) who are conducting the R&D for the new Filipino signature 
items. New products from the bakeshop will also be introduced. 

Prospective franchisers are also assured that they will receive excellent training for their 
staff. The Coffee Beanery baristas undergo an intensive and structured espresso training 
program. They are trained on the proper use of equipment, following strict specifications in 
making the coffee, and customer service. * 

For more information on The Coffee Beanery franchise, call (0917) 808-0953, 426-6681 
local 107 or 118, or e-mail franchise@cravingsgroup.com. Visit also www.beanery- 
group.com. 


DHL opens service center in Subic 

DHL, THE world's leading express and logistics company, has recently opened the DHL 
Service Center at the Subic Bay Freeport Zone. The new Subic service center will make 
DHL's industry-leading express and logistics services more accessible to corporate and re- 
tail clients in Subic, Clark and Bataan and the Buffer Triangle. 


Super Bowl of China opens in Robinsons Place 
SUPER Bowl of China, a Chinese casual dining place, opened its newest branch at the first 
level of the newly opened Midtown Wing of Robinsons Place Manila. 

With a seating capacity of 142, the new restaurant serves Super Bowl of China's signa- 
ture dishes. 

Its opening Is part of the aggressive expansion efforts to make Chinese cuisine more ac- 
cessible to a wider segment of the populace. 

Super Bowl of China's other branches are located at Glorietta 4, Ayala Center, Makati; 
Jupiter Street, Makati; Festival Mall, Alabang; SM San Lazaro; SM City North Edsa; SM 
Megamall Megastrip; Blue Wave, Marikina; Gateway Mall, Araneta Center, Cubao; Blue 
Wave Macapagal Avenue, Pasay City; SM Mall of Asia, Pasay City; SM San Fernando Pam- 
panga and at The Trinoma Mall, North Edsa. The affiliated Big Buddha Restaurant is at the 
2nd level of Greenbelt 3 in Ayala Center Makati City. 
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Inquirer is number one. 
Inquirer is number one. 


Yes, you’re seeing double. 
Two reputable research agencies, 
Synovate and Nielsen, have confirmed 
that Inquirer is number one based 


on their non-commissioned surveys. 


Thank you. 
Thank you. 


Source: All English Daily Readers in Greater Manila Area, read yesterday. Base: Synovate Media Atlas 2006-2007 (combined Waves 1-4). 
Source: Nielsen Media Index 2007 Wave 1. Based on urban national yesterday broadsheet readers. 
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The Face Shop is the 
top Korean cosmetics 
brand in the world 


ACHIEVE a soft 
and mysterious 
look with defined 
eyes that are 
smoldering yet far 
from overstated. 


By Apples Aberin-Sadhwani 


POSITION BASED ON 
naturalism, quality 
products, affordability 

and variety has resulted in as- 
tounding success for The Face 
Shop, a Korean brand of make- 
up, skincare plus hair and body 
products that was founded on- LACOSTE 
ly four years ago. 

In that short span of time, the brand 
has established a global presence in 18 
countries, including the United States, 
opening a total of 900 stores with an 
expansion rate of 100 stores every six 
months. 

In the Philippines alone, Face Shop 
has opened 20 stand-alone boutiques 
in Manila, Cebu and Bacolod since it 
first opened in July of 2006. Its pres- 
ence made even stronger by a visit 
from its celebrity endorser Kwon Song 
Woo, otherwise known as Cholo of 
“Stairway to Heaven” fame. 

‘The numbers are very impressive, 
indeed. So, it was with much enthusi- 
asm that this writer, together with 11 
other lifestyle editors and- writ- 
ers—beauty junkies all—set off with 
‘The Face Shop Manila team on a three: 
day Korean sojourn to learn more 

fı about the brand. Led by Suyen Corp. 
vice president Bryan Lim, the group 
was poised to find out what Face Shop 

I has to offer arid how it achieved such 

* phenomenal success in a short period 
of time. 

The first day was scheduled for 
press briefing and interview, followed 
by makeup demo and store visit. Tom- 
my Kim, Face Shop executive vice- 
presidént and chief operating officer, 
was on hand to welcome everyone 
from Manila, share a brief back- 
grounder on the company and answer 
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| THE FACE Shop mascara and eyeliner 
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ca to face with the Shop 


‘THE FACE 
Shop color 
shimmer 
lipsticks 


PREVIEW managing editor Vicky 
Montenegro test-drives eyeliner at The Face 
Shop Coex branch. 


KIM Reyes of Meg tries out The Face Shop 
blusher on PR consultant Pierra Labrador. 


aye ane завела 


255 Сх 


manufacturer. 


— 


From page CI 


questions, 
According to the US-educated executive, 
they want Face Shop to be recognized as the 
people's brand. “We built our brand around 
the theme of natural story because we felt 
that we can go into a lot of different cate- 
gories and capture the interest of a lot of 
different types of people. We don't want 
just a niche market. We 
want the entire mar- 
ket. We want to pro- 
duce products that are 
rife and consistent to 
what your lifestyle is 
going to be like,” he 

said 


Brand values 

The Face Shop, we learned, focuses on 
three major concepts, the first of which is 
naturalism. As such, their products are in- 
spired by nature and made of ingredients 
culled from flowers, grains, fruits, other 
plants and herbs, and natural water to 
nourish and revitalize the skin. 

The brand, together with AMI, a French 
manufacturer of eco-friendly natural prod- 
ucts, has also developed Eco-Vert, a skin- 
care range that not only uses ingredients 
from nature, but is produced, manufac- 
tured and packaged through environmen- 
tally-friendly methods. Thus, representing 
Eco-cosmetics or skincare with true natu- 
ralism. 

Second, Face Shop is based on variety. It 
is currently offering 1,000 products and in- 
troduces around 30 new ones every month. 
There's a product for anyone and every- 
‘one—from teens, who enjoy the wide range 
of makeup, cleansers, pore minimizers and 
affordable mask sheets, to more mature 
women, who appreciate the skincare lines 
available in Face Shop. 

‘And, third, it operates on the concept of 
value, providing its consumers high-quality 
products at affordable prices. 

‘The brand also has a firm commitment to 
advanced development, as it relies heavily 
on local and global research and develop- 
ment plus consumer surveys to further 
strengthen its offerings. To demonstrate 
this, the second day of the tour was sched- 
uled for a visit to Cosmax, one of the top 
cosmetics manufacturers in Korea that sup- 
plies products to a good number of leading 
beauty brands, including Face Shop. 

"We monitor whats happening in the 
marker—in every market—through con- 
sumer trends studies. Then we also talk to 
our manufacturers who are also future 
trend makers. And they also talk with not 
just us, but all the global top brands,” said 
Kim. 

Аз a result of such holistic brand values, 
Face Shop has earned its position as a top- 
selling Asian brand and the No. 1 selling 
Korean cosmetics brand worldwide. Based 
оп studies done in 2006, Face Shop topped 
other Korean brands like LG, Amore Pacific 
and Missha in sales volume. 


Color trends 

An undeniable link to fashion has also 
strengthened Face Shop's presence in the 
color (otherwise known as makeup) cate- 
gory. "We also closely monitor and watch 


THEFACE Shop overseas business executive director Han Kim, 
Suyen Corp vice president Bryan Lim, The Face Shop Natural Beauty 


winner Ju Hee Jung, the author and The Face Shop executive vice 
president and chief operating officer Tommy Kim. 


ECO DE Vert, skincare with true naturalism 


what's happening in the fashion industry 
because color makeup is very closely linked 
with fashion,” said Kim. 

The Face Shop's latest color offerings in- 
clude products that are manufactured us- 

g the baked technology. The baked pro- 
cess, which is also used in products like the 
best-selling Bobbi Brown Shimmer Brick, is 
gaining popularity over the pressed powder 
variety because makeup products manufac- 
tured this way are longer-lasting and pro- 
vide a luxurious but subtle sheen. 

During the makeup demo by Ms, J and 
Face Shop training manager Karin Park, 
two very different looks for Spring 2008 
and Winter 07/08 were presented using the 
brand's versatile color range. First was the 
‘Spring 2008 forecast entitled “Sweet Fairy,” 
а warm, fresh, vital look that used warm. 
pinks, orange and berry. This was followed 
by the Winter 07/08 party makeup forecast 
entitled “Little Black Dress.” Soft, smolder- 
ing smoky eyes that were created with the 
use of gray eye shadow characterized the 
sophisticated look. 

All of the above-mentioned values and 
offerings have undeniably contributed to 
the success of Face Shop. But Kim states 
that trust in the brand is also vital to their 
impressive growth. “Clearly people recog- 
nize our brand story and brand merchan- 
dise. Every consumer is the same. You get 
this wonderful media and then the product 
is not good, you simply don't go back. Our 
retention rate is over 60% percent. People 
come back, not only in Korea but every- 
where in the market. So that has been a 
clear success story that they trust the 
brand,” he said. 

With retail sales of over 400 million US 
dollars worldwide, Kim said Face Shop has 
only just begun. 

“We believe that growth is going to con- 
tinue because outside Korea the growth is 
just beginning. Its not at the tail end but at 
tthe beginning of the story. In Korea we are 
now an established brand. We are like the 
Starbucks of the coffee world. We want то 
be the same in every country that we're in. 
We want to be that in the Philippines. We 
want to be a brand that every Filipino 
knows.” 

Lets face it. The way things are, they 
might just do it. 

E-mail the author at afashion@inquir- 


‘THE FACE Shop Korea training manager Karin Park and makeup 
artist Ms, | doa demo on actress Sun-}ao Cho. 
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CREATE a party look | 
ith the Face Shop's 
rangeofsubdy £ 

sophisticated colordy 


GO FOR warm pinks, 
oranges and yellows for 
awarm and charming 
Spring 2008 look. 
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‘THE FACE Shop Real 
Moisture lipstick 


x 
BRYAN Lim 


The Face Shop Manila assistant brand mar 


nager 


Joyce Siy and Brand Manager Maureen Abenoja outside The Face. 


Shop branch in Myung Dong. 


SHOPPING at Doota with Mega's Vicky Tensuan, Preview's Vicky 
Montenegro, Girlfriend's Gina Abuyan, Chalk’s Kat Cruz, The Face 


Shop's Pierra Labrador and Meg's Kim Reyes. 
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who doesn't have a favorite 


I DON'T KNOW OF ANYONE 
scent. A scent is something 


1 personal, after all, and ап ex- 


2. have. 


tension of one's self—a teaser of 
what type of personality you 


Normally, — when 
somebody likes the 
scent I am wearing, 
she asks what it is. 
Some people prefer 
to keep their fave 
scent a secret, but not 
me. I happily share 
the name of the fra- 
grance, and if I have 
the bottle in my bag I 
even share the scent 
with the person. 


Choosing a scent doesn't only 
require a good nose, but also the 
simple exercise of sampling the 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ~~ A 


LIFESTYLE BEWUTY 


product on your skin. Not only 

does a scent smell different, it al- 

so lasts differently depending on 
the person's skin 
‘type. 

Well-moisturized. 

skim will retain the 
fragrance longer than 
dry skin. So we have 
to keep moisturizing 
not only to keep our 
skin looking healthy 
and supple to the 
touch, but also to en- 
joy our scents longer. 
Aside from body 
chemistry diet and 


Because, honestly, Ria Francisco- age also affect the 


* perfumes ‘smell di Prieto 


ferent from person to 
person. I found this 


1 out a long time ago when I used 


7 the perfume of my best friend. 


+ Since it smelled so good on her, 1 


happily sprayed away, only to 
find out it made me smell ike an 
old woman! That whole night 1 
couldn't wait to get home and 
take a shower 

Fragrances consist of essential 
oils, Depending on your type of 
skin, certain oils will be absorbed 
faster than others, thus potential- 
ly changing the scents symphony 
and causing an imbalance in the 
mixture. That's how we end up 
smelling differently. 


fragrance-keeping 
capacity of our skin. 

Here are two new 

exciting scents available at Rus- 

tan’s. I suggest you try them to 

find what suits your skin chem- 

istry best. Also, it is always good 

to try a new scent because we 

"women can be temperamental 

and moody. Surely we can use 
more than one fragrance! 

Coco Mademoiselle by 
Chanel. A subtle scent—fresh, 
clean, delicate, young and mod- 
em. Fragrance you can wear 
from day to night. 

Bulgari Rose Essentielle. For 
those who love floral scents that 
linger in the air. 


мүтүм Glorieta 3 Robinson's Galera. 
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When 
choosing a 
fragrance, 
sample the 
product on 
your skin 


KEIRA 
Knightley 
for Chanel 


A Go back to the 90s. 
¥ 


Pay the ticket price of only P380 as we celebrate our 12th anniversary! Just buy any of the 
participating Pepsi Cola products for PSO at the gate to enjoy our original 1995 price! Everyone 
goes оп all 18 rides with the P380 ticket! The Carousel Special at P150 will still be available. 
The Senior Citizen's Day Pass and Junior Day Pass will be available after the promo period. 
Hurry because promo runs October 17 to November 30, 2007. 


m————M———MM— 162 Agate St, Lagal әре, Mac Cu. «Т а. F311 10 16 + Wetune: зин qpehanteditngdom com ph « Sulothowiard@enchaedhingdon.com ph 
езен fr deae Pe DTHapen Pe o 69525 Sees 207 


Time is running out! 


The magic stays with you. 


Г EE 


"-Enjoy magic on the big screen. 


Catch an Enchanted Movie Date with your favorite web-slinging hero and princely ogre for free at 4:30 PM on the following dates: 


Avail of Enchanted Kingdom's 90s SHREK З - November 24 (Sat) 
prices today. SPIDERMAN 3 - November 25 (Sun) 


“wth any PSO Pepsi Cola product purchase at the gate. 


Parcs open en нетти 30. 2007 iron 1000 14-1000 M ботно дару at 200 РМ. 


A balance between good looks and good health 


Question: Which is better, good 
looks or good health? 

Answer: You can have them 
both. 

It's all a matter of making the 
right choices. 

We find ourselves exposed to 
everyday stress and pollution and 
these do not only damage our 
skin, but affect our health as well. 
Harmful contaminants enter our 
system and cause free radical 
damage. But while we have no 
control over the external factors, 
we can do something about how 
we can protect ourselves from dis- 
eases and at the same time, 
strengthen our immune system. 


And if you're healthy on the inside, 
itwould manifest on the outside. 

All these you can achieve by 
choosing MET TATHIONE dietary 
supplement. You see, MET 
TAHIONE capsules contain the 
important regenerating antioxi- 
dant, Glutathione. 

Glutathione, the master antioxi- 
dant, neutralizes free radicals 
thereby protecting healthy cells 
from damage. A lack of the master 
antioxidant leads to oxidative-re- 
lated diseases such as accelerat- 
ed aging, сөй destruction, allergy, 
and asthma, among others. By 
taking two capsules of MET 
TAHIONE twice a day after meals, 


you can increase your body's anti- 
oxidant ability. MET helps in pro- 
tecting cells and tissues against 
oxidants. 

Glutathione also acts as a 
chelator- it binds to and escorts 
ош of the body heavy metals and 
other contaminants that cause the 
free radical damage. Glutathione 
is an important part of the liver's 
detoxification system because it 
helps remove metabolic waste. It 
also plays a major role in trans- 
porting amino acids into cells. 

While cleansing your system 
from the inside, MET TATHIONE's 
Tyrosinase-blocker also еп 
һапсев your skin's glow by inhibit- 


ing the production of melanin, the 
pigment that gives skin its dark 
color. You will notice your skin be- 
coming lighter in as little as two 
weeks. 

If you put'a premium on your 
health and looks, don't take 
chances with unreduced glu- 
tathione supplement which may 
cost less but could put you at risk. 
Next time you buy a glutathione 
supplement, ask for MET 
TATHIONE premium-grade re- 
duced glutathione from Japan. 

With MET, you achieve a proper 
balance of health and looks, so 
you get to enjoy the best of both 
worlds! 
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Discriminating people trust only 
MET TATHIONE premium-grade 
Reduced Glutathione from Japan 


With clear evidence to prove the 


They have discovered that more than 


superiority of premium-grade reduced 
glutathione over un-reduced 
glutathione, many users have become 
discriminating in their choices and have 
specified MET TATHIONE, which is 
10096 made and imported from Japan. 


skin whitening, MET also provides a 
host of health benefits that are 
necessary for survival in today's world. 
Ifyou puta premium on your health 
and looks, use MET. It's your guarantee 
of safety, potency, and reliability. 


“MET made my skin 
feel tighter, 
and rosy-white, too!” 
- LANI MERCADO 


“МЕТ detoxifies 
and it also strengthens 
my immune system.” 

JAKE CUENCA. 


"MET protects my liver and 
helps detoxify my system." 
ALBERT MARTINEZ 


“MET is more than just 
skin whitening.” 
- VALERIE CONCEPCION 


“MET whitened my skin 
evenly in as little as 
two weeks!” 
JENNYLYN MERCADO 


“MET provides my daily dose 
of anti-oxidants safely.” 
SSHERILYN REYES 


но APPROVED THERAPEUTIC CLAIMS 


For inquiries, text REG (space) NAME (space) ADDRESS (space) AGE and send to 08175500МЕТ Hotline: 09175001МЕТ BFAD APPROVED FR NO, 61879 


and other leading dug stores nationwide. 
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Editor Chelo Banal-Formoso 


Exquisite jewelry 
and feminine fashion 
combine in rare show 


IT WAS AN EVENING OF CONTRASTS AS 

jewelry designer Hans Brumann presented 

his cutting-edge designs together with Cam- 
bodian designer Romyda Keth's ultra-fe 

nine collection via 

, the fashion show 

APPLES “Azure and Amber” at 
Makati Shangri-La. 

PickiNGS Produced by Didi 

Dee of  Hiraya 

Gallery and ditected 

by Ogee Atos, the 

show opened with a 

surprisingly punk 

rendition of Frank 

Sinatra's classic "My 

Way” by the '70s 

punk band Sex Pis- 

tols. One by one, 

models styled by 

in- Norman Crisologo in 

рове Aber eee) mak 

Sadhwani maillots, sexy funky 

platforms and ultra- 

stylized Mohawks by Geoff Simpson and 

his crew entered and strutted the catwalk 

while showing off Brumann's pieces. 

Swiss- and German-trained Brumann 
has been in the local jewelry business for 40 
years now and is most known for his classi- 
cally modern, even avant-garde jewelry de- 
signs. 

For the show, he presented an icily glam- 
orous collection that featured Tanzanite, a 
rare and precious deep blue-violet gem that 
can be mined only at the foothills of Mt. Kil- 
imanjaro in Tanzania, East Africa. 

The jewelry designer, who has always be- 
lieved that less is more, came up with 
graphic pieces that were characterized by 
strong lines and interesting proportions. 

His Azure collection, which consists of 
‘Tanzanite as the center gem, combined 
with green tsavorite (garnet) and mother- 
оѓреап and kamagong wood and white 
coral, was, indeed, the much-needed yang 
to the yin of Keth's soft feminine pieces, 
which soon followed Brumann’s sensual 
treat. 


Soft simplicity 
Paris-trained Keth's collection was char- 
acterized by femininity in the form of soft, 
fluid materials, shapely silhouettes and flir- 
ty little touches such as appliqués and bead- 
work. The beauty of her pieces lay in the 
simplicity of her silhouettes that never 
overpower the wearer. 
ing color stories and various regional 
themes to divide her collection into seg- 
ments, Keth opened with an African- 
themed sub-collection that featured earthy 
jersey pieces with aqua and gold embellish- 
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The tradition 
of luxury 
lives оп... 
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PUNK-ROCK vixens іп sexy maillots, sky-high platforms, stylized 
Mohawks and exquisite Hans Brumann jewelry 


in 

Manila of Cam- 
bodian designer Romy- 
da Keth two weeks ago 
was a display not only 
of her design genius but 
also of what a thriving 
fabric industry can do 
for fashion, something 
Filipino fashion design- 
ers have been pining for 
for decades. 

In her collection, Romyda 
showed off the use of silk and 
organza sourced from villages 
in Cambodia where silk weav- 
ing is alive. 

Her collection didn’t look 
ethnic or purist. Since she 
grew up in Paris, this chic 
mother of four has honed an 
aesthetic that combines the 
Western and the Asian. 

Keth's parents are diplo- 
mats: Her mother is now the 
Cambodian “ambassador to 
Beijing and her father, a Un- 
esco official. Since the family 
had fled Cambodia during the 
Khmer Rouge regime in the 
19705, Keth grew up in Paris. 

In France, she got exposed. 
to French designs, She studied 


LiFE-STYLED 
Thelma Sioson San Juan 
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precious yang 


From page DI 
ments. She then presented vari- 
ous other color stories like vi- 
brant greens, purples, reds, ba- 
sic black and even a bluish pur- 
ple hue that echoed Tanzanite. 

Her pieces, which were al- 
ways a combination of various 
hues and treatments like spon- 
taneous melding of leather, or 
threading of shom pieces of 
cloth, were visual treats that 
were surprisingly as functional 
as they were pretty 

Although most of her designs 
were close to the body and 
made of stretch material, there 
were also quite a number that 
harked back to the 1950s New 
Look and featured full skirts 
and teeny tiny waists plus jaun- 
ty oversized berets. 

Besides jersey, Keth also 
made use of fabulous silks, 
crepe de chine and organza. 
She also managed to incorpo- 
rate Asian perspectives and 
global appeal, creating a beauti- 


ful integration of east and west. 

The Makati Shangri-La ball- 
room was hardly recogniz- 
able—all swathed in chic black 
and gray. It was the perfect 
backdrop for such a duet, not to 
mention the perfect foil for a 
well-heeled, bejeweled crowd 
that obviously appreciated the 
juxtaposition of both artists’ 
works. 

Kudos to Ma. Elena Carlos for 
an utterly chic and one-of-a- 
kind stage design, to John Bat- 
talia for his dramatic lighting 
effects, to Keth for her pulsating 
choice of music and Steve Lov- 
ina for excellent musical direc- 
tion. 


Romyda Keths Ambre bou- 
tique is at G/F Vernida 1 Bldg., 
Amorsolo St, Makati City, with 
contact numbers 8921575 and 
8931554. 


E-mail the author at afash- 
ion@inquirer.com.ph 


Brumann bijoux. Hans Brumann’s icily glamorous collection centered on Tanzanite 


fashion design at the prestigious 
Esmod School of Design and be- 
fore she could end her appren- 
ticeship, she sold her designs to 
Macy's. That set her off on de- 
sighing and selling her clothes in 
Paris. (With her French husband, 
biologist Denis Laurent, Romyda 
resettled in Cambodia in the 90s 
with her children.) 

As was apparent in her Mani- 
la show, Romyda is an expert in 
designing a year-round collec- 
tion, from Spring-Summer to 
Autumn-Winter. (She makes at 
least a thousand designs a year, 
her atelier making clothes des- 
tined for her Ambre boutiques 
in Paris, Singapore, Vietnam, 
Tokyo.) 

When I visited her boutique in 
Phnom Penh early this year, I saw 
how good her Autumn-Winter 
clothes were. Her collection is 
both informed and cutting-edge. 
She knows how to use color, sil- 
houette, fabrics and ornamenta- 
tion. Based on these basics, she 
defines her collection, and makes 
aclear design statement. 

"When a woman designer is 


WOMAN in Cambodian village off the Mekong river weaving turquoise 


silk in her home 


good—such as our very own Lu- 
Iu Tan Gan, for example—she's 
really good, because she designs 
and makes clothes a woman 
needs and can wear. That's real 
feminine fashion. 

You can almost pluck off the 
clothes models are parading on 
the runway and wear them. 
Romyda Keth’s Manila collection 
is like that. 

Feminine touches 

She had subtle feminine 
touches, such as sleeves puffed at 
the elbows, or skirts pleated at 
the hem. She knew how to cali- 
brate her use of frills; that was 
why her clothes didn't look 
frothy or frivolous. 


In her Phnom Penh boutique, 
what caught our interest were 
fier winter coats in suede, wool 
or leather. 

Their cut was classic but they 
had hip touches such as frayed or 
fabric trimmings. 

‘Also sought after in Phnom 
Penh are her men's shirts, suits 
and pants. We noticed a constant 
stream of male expats walking 
into her boutique. 

Keth has access to indigenous 
Cambodian fabrics such as silk 
and organza. (She also used jer- 
seys and stretch fabrics from Ko- 
теа.) In Cambodia, we crossed the 
Mekong river to get to the village 
where women work in their 
looms to produce Cambodian silk. 


which decades ago was in the 
news almost every day because 
of the war; it was one river the 
American forces never got to 
conquer 

Yet there we were, walking 
around the villages bordering the 
river, hopping from house to 
house seeing women weaving 
the silk. The weaves were in lux- 
"uriant colors—fuchsia, emerald, 
turquoise. It was as if each neigh- 
borhood specialized on a particu: 
lar color. 

Ramon Bilbao, a fashion de- 
signer-tumed-social ^ kibitzer 
who was with us, went ecstatic 
buying up the silks. 

Now put such fabrics in deft 
hands such as Romydas, who 
has a solid training in Paris fash- 
ion, and you have good boutique 
business. 

Whats impressive is that 
Romydz's clothes worldwide are 
selling fast—each batch sells out 
in four weeks—which keeps her 
factory busy. 

Filipino entrepreneur Janet 
Adams thus knew she had 
stumbled on a potential venture 
when she bought Keth's clothes 
in Phnom Penh and met the de- 
signer. 

Janet opened Ambre boutique 
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Hiraya Gallery mounted the 
gala show—her first produc- 
tion in a while—with her good 
friend Ogee Atos doing the di- 
rection. 


Brumann’s tanzanite 
Before the show at Shangri- 
La Makati, however, the guests 
were swooning over Hans Bru- 
manns tanzanite collection, 
Its pieces opened the show. 
Brumann's tanzanite is now 
the must-buy among Manila's 
style set (the paying kind). 
More rare than diamonds, 
tanzanite is the blue gem 
which Tiffany. launched and 
has tumed into birthstone 
gem (for the December-born). 
Brumann loves its varied hues 
—from deep blue to purple. 
He loves to work with the 
nuances of color and sets them 
off using various materi: 
als—kamagong, white coral, 
mother-of-pearl. Diamonds, 
enhance the tanzanite's blue. 
A Brumann piece is like a 
sparkling sculpture. The good 
news is hes opening a 
gallery/store -at Greenbelt 5. 
Now a bigger public should be 
able to appreciate Hans Bru- 
mann's art. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 73,2007 ` Me Y і Ы | went from a 
e | waist size of 28 1/2 
to 25 inches without 
the hassle!" 


Authentic customer statement, 25 June 2007 (not a paid endorsement) 


fter 5 sessions of tummy and side treatments, | noticed 
a flatter and trimmer stomach. Thanks to Zur | never 
felt more confident and sex: ys this same client. 


A male client who was generous enough 
to share his experience also told us, 

а yoga instructor, | know firsthand 
that some parts of our body can be 
stubborn, no matter how often yau work 
out. Ill feel better about pigging out for 
dinner tonight, knowing that some of the 


fat has been burned off” 


Another client said, “1 didn't even know 
these kinds of treatments existed until 
now. lm really satisfied with the result 


So whether you're feeling sluggish or just 
want to get back into shape, come t 
aim to deliver 

immediate resul (often in as little as 
h as litle fuss as possible. 


artists fair pilipinas 
Бак and actually shape your body without 
‘exercise, dieting, pi tions or painful 
‘Surgery. Experience eight loss is 
achieved while you relax and stretch out 
Comfortably — without the sweating, Gentemen appreciate 
anxiety, and pain associated with Zunes, results, 
traditional methods. body sculpting too! 


Book now! Consultations are free, and are 
held in strict confidence. 


Artists Fair i 


H РГ А Ореп From Monday To Sunday 8AM-8PM 
[| 11025 ear MAKATI: 752-0600 or 752-0601 Upper Ground Floor, Somerset Olympia, 7912 Makati Avenue, Makati City 


174-0600 or 374-0800 Ground Floor, New Grange Building, 32 Timog-Avenue, Quezon City 


THE ARTISTS FAIR, ALSO items. The other part takes up 
known as KC Concepcion's majority of the space, because it 
brainchild, is now on is third is dedicated to all the artists. Cyber-shot 
year! The fair was conceptual- Last year featured emerging Е А Era ы 
{гей to give young Pinoy con- abstract painters like Richard Е" a ahaa 
temporary and pop artists a Tuason, spoken word poets and — е sea 
venue to showcase and sell recording artists from the “Ro- ; EE КОТ, : ЖЕКЕ 
their works, and to give young mancing Venus" series by Kool ё о Hsec i SNORE AES 
people and those who are andcalligraphyitems created on 
young at heart, а place;to ex- the spot by Wawi Navarroza. 
Dress themselves, jam, be sur. — Entrance fees and proceeds 
rounded by music, poetry, pho- from the Artists Fair booths go 
тоз and painting and, of course, directly to charity People are 
shop their hearts away. encouraged to donate more if 
This year's fair will be held at they wish, The beneficiaries are 
Eastwood Central Plaza (look the Hands on School Galing Mo 
for the carousel in front of Kid of the Hands On Manila 
Seafood Island) on Nov. 24-25, Foundation (a mentoring pro- 
12mn22m. ject for 30 high-achieving stu- 
In KC's words, "This is justa dents from three public schools 
baby project of mine that start- that teaches the kids to be lead- 
ed in 2005, for which 1 was able ers and entrepreneurs) and 
to tap three others to be in the Marco Polo Care Center at Vir- 
team. Опе of them is Tim Yap.” lanie Foundation (funds will 
‘The booths are split into two help prevent the closing down 
parts. To get people to catch on of this center, which plays a cru- 
to the concept of an Art Fair, cial role in the development of 
there are street performances, children 3-7 years old. It serves 
spoken-word workshops, гап. as initial housing for those who 
dom art exhibits, Опе area is for are newly referred from the 
chosen celebrity booth-holders streets and other existing insti- 
that sell their second-hand tutions). 


KC Concepcion 
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2 Diamond Peel + Vit C Faclal {IID 
————— | 
е: арый чажы Экө - IV Glutathione, 3 sessions «0112 
“Text us your feedback: > ThermaFirme, 5+1 sessions CAPET 


inquirer ife name/agelcty/message to 


2207 (Gicbe) or 283 (Smart) ; Thermafhape, 5+1 sessions PAID 


Until December 05, 2007 
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ROBINSONS MIDTOWN Tel. 


Priceless relaxing moments [о 


V Sin Station Тый Yai, DACH 


Premium MasterCard 
holders get to choose 
from two irresistible 
Platinum offers 


REMIUM MASTERCARD 
pss and Titanium) 

holders have a chance to en- 
joy priceless moments. of relax- 
ation at Urban Spa. 


1 М б- 4 

With the MasterCard Urban Spa Double - еы 

Platinum promotion, cardholders сап > 

choose from two irresistible offers: n 
Platinum Offer No. 1 entitles his/her 


‘companion to a complementary Le Urban 
Spa Signature Massage on their second vis- 


itto the Spa. : 5 7 
Platinum Offer No. 2 entitles his/her ы =. j 
companion to a complementary Le Urban х 


Spa Signature Massage. The cardholder al- 
зо gets a sterling silver pendant with col- 


ored stone accent from T Florencio Jewelry à г“ 
and a Van Heusen silk tie. / x H 
In addition, cardholders enjoy a variety : o 
of perks from Urban Spa's partners. 
То avail of Platinum Offer No. 1, card 
holders have to use their Premium Master- 
Card to pay for their Le Urban Spa Signa- 
ture Massage sessions on their first and sec- 
ond visits. 
On his/her second visit, the cardholder 
can bring a companion, who will be treated 
то a complimentary soothing Le Urban Spa 
Signature Massage. 
For Platinum Offer No. 2, cardholders 
. have to use their Premium MasterCard to 
purchase Urban Spa's Platinum Pampering 
Package, consisting of P20,000 worth of 
services. 
The prepaid and transferable Platinum 
Pampering Package is inclusive of discounts 
of up to 20 percent on all spa services, one 
complimentary Le Urban Spa Signature 
Massage, complimentary pampering items 
worth over P8,000 and privileges at Urban 
Spa partner establishments. 
The MasterCard Urban Spa Double Plat- 
inum Promotion is available to all Premium 
MasterCard holders until Feb. 29, 2008 
(www.mastercardmoments.com) 


i: < Nokia 6300 
True style never. duy m 


fi 
уе at the following Nokia Stores nationwide: Greenbelt 1, Glorietta Digital Xchange, Tomas Morato, Festival Май, SM City’ 
io Davao, Gateway Mall, Robfhsons Manila, Robinsons Galleria, SM Davao, Tacoban City, Lim Ket Kai Center CDO, Alabang T osi Center, 
[май of Asia, Podium, Greenhills; SM G dba, SH oilo, SM Bacolod, Rockwell, Bonifacio High Street, Trinoma, Dagupan, 5 Batangas 


PLATINUM Pampering Package offers 
discounts on all spa services of Urban Spa. 


Paboritong Live in your own home... 
pint" ^ ata price within your means. 
ar Camella 10% downpayment on your 
*TERRASSA house & lot payable in 12 months 


кышкы or as low as P8,750* per month. - 2*8 
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EIMEE and Brian Cragun with Chacha Camacho 


POPULAR couple Gunter Matschuck and 
DEAN Deker; Geena Zablan and composer Dero Pedero жырын TT 


birthday bash at Gerry’s place 


YE-CATCHER FE DIXON, MY 
palangga who was a senior stew- 
ardess of our best pal Philippine Air- 


TALENTED artist 
Wan Acuña 


ultra-glamorous events, dahlings. 
An endless stream of Cosmo-Manille's 
mega A-listers came from the creamiest- 


sone рар 


MANNY del Rosario, 
Louie Ysmael, KitKat 


JIM Napoles, Dr. Wi 


lines, hosted a get-together dinner for her 
friends to mark her birthday. 

e's super-close friend, mega interior de- 
signer Gerry Contreras, offered the use of 
his posh penthouse in the swanky Gercon 
Plaza building in Makati for the birthday 
bash 

Amid the awesome collection of objets 
d'art in Gerry's private enclave, the invi- 
tees dined and partook of the well-pre- 
pared buffet catered by Edwin Tan. They 
also sipped some very fine 
and rare bubbly, dahlings. 

The big favorite of the 
guests was the yummy, so- 
healthy Mediterranean sal- 
ad that Fe personally pre- 
pared. It had loads of 
cheeses, fruits and nuts. 

Looking around, one 
could see the company was 
scintillating, palanggas 

There were Fe's glam girl 
pals such as Cory Quirino, 
Geena Zablan, Len Olbes 
abel Rivas, among others. 

No wonder the stag line composed of 
Manila International Airport Administra- 
tion director Rolly Trinidad, Imeldific's 
brainy chief of staff and spokesperson 
Ding Diaz and Dr. Ricky Fernandez, plus 
other stags like them—were all in an ogle 
mode all night! 

Fe's close buddy, Marian Ong, and press 
pals were also there, palanggas. 

When it was time to get the party ona roll, 
we were treated to the rarely heard singing 
talents of the in-demand Muebles Italiano 
hotshot Noel Gonzales and Manila Bulletin 
lifestyle editor, the adorable Ethel Timbol. 
(Ethel should be a contestant in TV's 
“Celebrity Duets”; she would win, I must say, 
without batting an eyelash, dahlings.) 

Also performing that night were award- 
winning composer Dero Pedero, multi- 
awarded actor Ricky Davao and the host 
with the most, Gerry C.! 

Оп air and on terra firma, Fe D. certainly 
knows how to make you feel like you're on 
Cloud Nine. 

Happy birthday, dahling! Cheers! 


BATTING 


Maurice 
Arcache: 


and sultry Is- 


Dreams of Alhambra 
This was one night when all roads led to 
Makati, the hotel of choice for 


AN EYELASH 


of-the-cream set, such as business mag- 
nates, CEO's, bankers and high-society 
members. 

Naturellement, they were there for the 
23rd gala fashion show of the Prince of Al- 
та Moda, Inno Sotto. 

Titled “Alhambra!” the show saw the de- 
signer collaborating with international ac- 
cessories designer Bea Valdes. 

Sotto tried to bring to life the mystery 
and excitement of Alhambra in Spain. 

Deserving the grand 
tribute was international 


WITHOUT 1 personality, the beautiful 


Isabel Preysler-Boyer of 
Spain. 

Other special guests 
were glamorous Imelda 
Cojuangco and Spanish 

| Ambassador Luis Arias 
señora 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


The awesome show 
was conceptualized by 
Inno and produced by his manager Joji 
Dingcong and by cyber-smart Mac 
Cuan. 

Inno's friends helped along, such as 
Sofia Zobel-Elizalde as the creative con- 
sultant, Maurice Arcache (as in moi) 
and Anton San Diego of Philippine 
Tatler. 

Anton and I had extended Inno's invita- 
tion to Preysler to visit Manille after eight 
long years and witness once again the gala 
of the designer that she had always ad- 
miréd over the years. 

Margarita Araneta Fores also helped in 
the gala by decorating the venue with ab- 
solutely gorgeous flowers. Patrick Rosas 
did the models’ makeup and Ariel Lozada 
directed the show. 

Ultimately it was an evening where Inno 
Sotto and Bea Valdez dazzled the chi-chi 
crowd with their awesome glamorous 
fashion, palanggas. 

‘The show had the support of Novare 
Technologies, Nokia, Rustan's and Globe 
Asiatique's Sky Suites. 

Also collaborating in the show were 
Tatler, Belo Medical Group Inc, 
Bergmann, Thai Airways, Pond's, Móet & 
Chandon, QTV-11, Petron’s Fleet Card, 
San Miguel Corp., Vivian Sarabia Optical, 


MIKE Sandoval and Marietta 


JOEY, Gina and Anthony Yupangco Mercedez-Benz and Fiori D' M. SPANISH Ambassador Luis Arías and wife 


Soledad Lavifia Arias 


SOFIA and Patxi 


qe 


DARLING de Jesus, Wilma Galvante, Anabelle Rama and Anette 
Gozon-Abrogar 


SIGALIT Djemal, Jojie Dingcong and Lutz and Ali Kunnack OFFIE Recto, KC Concepcion, Marietta Santos and Dr. Tony Protacio 


of Virlanie Foundation 
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Kinny Salas 


HRISTMAS SHOPPING 
( for the special women in 

your life is both a glorious 
and frustrating affair. All the pretty 
packaging and special sale offers 
make choosing the perfect gift such 
an ordeal. I have included several 
options in varied price ranges for 
different personalities which 1 
hope will help. 

You may try giving Lancóme products. 
My favorites are Definicils and Flextencils 
Mascara, UExtreme, Juicy Tubes, Miracle 
(peppery floral) and Hypnose (vanilla and 
berries). 

For Lancóme's eau de parfum, my favorite 
is Miracle Forever, which has a stronger 


LIFESTYLE ВЕЎОТҮ ....... 
Lee 


INQUIRER- 


55А 1 
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a, 
A 
MIRACLE Forever Coffret with 50 ml each of " 


‘eau de parfum, lotion and shower gel 
m ad 
vanilla/chocolate note than Hypnose. 
Lancóme is expensive so give it only to the 


special women of your life like your mother, . 
wife, girlfriend, best friend or sister. 


Dove 

Everyone has a friend or relative who 
suffers from very dry sensitive body skin 
caused by dermatitis. 

Those with such a problem lack that film 
of moisture on the skin that keeps it supple 
and smooth, protects it from superficial 
scratches and allows it to heal faster. They 
end up spending a fortune on moisturizing - 
creams and bath products. $ 

So load up on stocks that will deal with 


pe: 


P 


all convenience, 
all classy living at the 


work meets fun at the busy ў 
Ortigas Center 3 


panoramic views fit for 
a perfect life at historic 
Manila 


ROBINSONS LAND 
CORPORATION 


The Properly Developer of Choice 


7) 


For more information on these premiere lifestyle choices 
“сай (632) 6360888 • 0922-8380888 * 0922-8140197 
or log on to www.robinsonsproperties.com.ph 


RESIDENTIAL CONDOMINIUM UNITS (1-88, 2-BR & 3-8R) 
HLURB License to Sell Nos. 01035; 10394; 07225; 10443 


~ Fort Bonifacio Global City 


very dry skin. Dove has come a long way 
since those pink-and-white moisturizing 
bars I have come to associate with the el- 
derly or sensitive-skinned babies while I 
was growing up. 

I highly recommend Dove's Fresh Touch 
line consisting of moisture body bar, show- 
er gel, deodorant/antiperspirant in liquid 
or stick, and body lotion for normal skin 
which has cucumber and green tea that 
smells very refreshing and clean for both 
sexes of any age. 

Complements include Dove's Bath and 
Body Works Cucumber Melon body spray. 
The deodorant does not darken underarms; ` 
it fends off body odor. 

Those with very sensitive skin may try 
Dove's Extra Sensitive Beauty Bar, Beauty 
Moisture Body Wash, Softening Facial 
Foam and Beauty Body Moisturizer. They 
leave skin smelling like clean white musk. 

Dove's Gentle Exfoliating Body wash 
smells like baby cologne and works well 
with Dove's Firming Body Lotion. 


hustle & bustle of the good life 
in the emerging district of 
Pioneer 


Oily skin solution 

Those with greasy face may try the Belo 
Acne Control Kit (P1,848, VAT inclusive). If 
only this was around when I was in my 
teens, the people around me would have 
been spared from my hysterics whenever I 
would get monthly acne breakouts. 

After I discovered this in 2005, I have 
been assured of close-to-perfect skin for ev- 
ery important occasion. 

Each kit contains Anti-Acne bar 
(P246.40), Pore Minimizing Toner 
(P369.60) and Daily Peel Solution (P616), 

Call 8442939. 

Tip: You may want to buy an Extra Pore 
Refining Toner as you have to use it twice a 
day. You can skip the bar if you already have 
an effective acne wash at home. 

Also recommended is Clean and Clear 
and Neutrogena Deep Clean foaming face 
wash. These products really keep oil at bay 
so the face stays fresher longer. The liquid 
Clean and Clear takes out all makeup ex- 
cept waterproof mascara. 

Neutrogena Deep Clean Facial Cleanser 
in gel form is meant for the face, but [found 
out that it made me break out when used as ' 
such. However, it eliminates pimples and 
leaves skin smooth when used on the back, 
chestand shoulders. 

For areas I shave like legs and under- 
arms, Neutrogena prevents ingrown hairs 
and dead skin buildup. These areas turned 
whiter, too. 

Warning: The products may contain sali- 
суйе acid that's not good for pregnant 


family oasis in a 
sub-urban community in 
Paranaque 


LANCOME Juicy Tubes Coffret has the 
Toffee, Marshmallow, Fraise (Strawberry) 
and Lychee variants. 
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ACCESSORIES that fulfil your fantasies. j 
Beaded necklaces, braceletsearrings anda 
oversized handbags 


Hot Seat. red leatherette tufted bench 


“Bench’s Rockwell to fashion-—loca fashion—then: thebirth 
2 ach. 


6 i | The retail marvel of Ben Chan rose to 
shop shows 'edited the top ofthe casual-wear market from its 
: p be thi 
versions of items ere Whats more, i 
. has elevated Fil- 
thatare seen in regular ipino fashion to 
а me global standare 
Bench boutiques, Today, many с 
E lections and sea- 


all handpicked 2 sons later, the label 


has been reborn. 
i You can witness 
by Ben Chan himself — E 
Power 


= р Rockwell 
‘THE '805 MAY BE CONSIDERED BY MANY Plant, where the 


to be fashion history's great fluke—a 
cringe-flled runway showcasing shoulder exe Жы 
pads, leg warmers and acid-washed baston bg Бол 
jeans, crowned with a big nest of hair- i e recs) 
sprayed hair, 7 
Though we'd like to erase those mo. Epperson їп 1987 a Park н 


mir iion pur mpi eiue "correa pod с... И 
there was one good thing that happened 9 
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BONIFACIO HIGH STREET + GLORIETTA 
GAISANO МАЦ. DAVAO + LIMKETKAI MALL. CAG/ 
NOW OPEN + FESTIVAL SUPERMALL • ROBINSONS MALL BACOLOD 


TiNoma 
Glorietta | 
SM Megamall ; 
SM City Manila | 
‘SM Mall Of Asia ; 
| ae Sta. Mesa 
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SHIRT tales CHA OS 


From pago Fl A causeway connects the 
wooden floors and wall panels, boutique to another exciting 
using distressed metal with shop with exquisite interiors 
white painted bricks, neutral that evoke a rustic, French 
gray tiles and colored glass, provincial atmosphere. The 
among others. It merges several shop is Kashieca, another brand 
ofthe old Park Square boutique with a global sensibility. 
elements with more modern 1а here, the feeling is femi- 
pieces for a wholly unique look. mine, soft and beautiful. The 
The piece de resistance is a Kashieca boutique lends itself 
grand Victorian couch—an eye- to quiet contemplation of dain- 
catching study in scarlet that’s ty little dresses and ensembles 

f бй 5 perfect for all the men attached that are airy and light, effort- 

WALK OLB to their shoppingera wives or lessly evoking class and pedi- 
girlfriends. gree. 

"PT" The reinvented Bench Rock- ^ These two new boutiques 

Ё J F well shop shows “edited” ver- with keen interior-design con- 
sions of items that are seen in cepts will hopefully usher in a 
regular Bench boutiques. Hence new trend in local merchandis- 
the name: Bench EDITED. Ben ing: communicating фе 
Chan personally chose these brand'sidentity through the ac- 
items for display led off by tual physical space it occupies. 
pieces from his yet-to-be-seen After all, a brand should recre- 
Holiday collection, ate its vision in everything that į 

You can say that this store isa it touches. In this case, inside 
fashion laboratory where spe- out is the ultimate style state- 
cific, limited-edition items are ment. 
available at various times, al- 
lowing for an exclusive shop- Е-тай the author at jfash- 
ping experience. ion@gmail.com 


i)  —: 


age 


KASHIECA’S coffee-colored clothing collection is better than a 
caffeine rush, 
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CREAM high-neck crop jacket and Cookie 
pants with multi stitch | 


sare ttt a 


CREAM dress with ribbon belt 


COOKIE beaded cardigan, Cookie beaded 
cap-sleeve top and Grass wide skirt 
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Tribute to а style icon 


PAYING HOMAGE TO. POPULAR STYLE 
icons of the past century, Episode Studio 
delivers a collection that has all the elegant 
references a girl could want—from sharp 
and chicto floaty and fun. 

The first delivery for Episode Studio takes 
inspiration from the iconic Lady of Cool of 
our time, Jackie О. Ladies the world over 
have tried to imitate the First Lady's sense of 
style and glamorous panache for fashion. 
And now Episode Studio offers a group that is 
"60s-inspired with value-added accessories 
such as chain belts, putting the essential fin- 
ishing touches to effortless elegance for you. 

This first Fall group brings feminine sub- 
tle textures in fabrications in cream, cookie, 
black and silver with ruby-red accents. The 
silhouette is structured but cut away from 
the body with lots of short coats and baby- 
doll jackets that are the new shapes for the 
season. 

In contrast, trousers are ‘cut tight to the 
leg to create an updated layering look with 
dresses over leggings topped with cropped 
coats or longer knitted cardigan jackets 
playing with juxtaposing lengths. 

‘The mono-stripe suits are perfect for a 
traditional professional look that’s slightly 
updated with jackets featuring trademark 
Jackie O shawi collars or fitted with French 
cuffs. 

Skirts or dress options are slightly A-line. 
For something more feminine, the printed 
velvet in distressed vintage print, and wool 
Jace basics are a perfect choice. 

With baby-doll jackets, empire-waist 
dresses, coat dresses and voluminous blous- 
es, the offerings work perfectly back to tight- 
leg pants or leggings. Expect plenty of chain 
belts, bow trims or soft lace for finishes. 

Printed viscose comes in a black-and- 
cream combination and is light with plenty 
of fluidity with solid subtle tonal beading 
details around the hems, cuffs or necklines. 

Basket weave is another novelty fabric 
that offers a heavier weight for more struc- 
ture that is very "Jackie." Rayon jersey in a 
gray-and-black oval or solid jersey stretch 
make easy and comfortable dressing with 
lots of feminine movement. 

Knits feature soft light yams with a 
stretch quality for comfort without compro- 
mising style. Expect silk cashmere, cool 
‘cashmere, cotton lace and viscose stretch in 
an array of hues to pair with the woven ba- 
sics or as individual item pieces such as ru- 
by sea, coral, ivory and pearl gray. 

‘Sweaters are longer with plenty of em- 
bellishments and detailing. 

Episode is exclusively distributed by 
Stores Specialists Inc. and is available at 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Mandaluyong. 


International Artist Federico Uribe's 
“Human Nature” installation plays a 
vital role in PUMA's Fall-Winter 
Spackle Campaign 


Uribe's rain forest installation consists 
of animal, insect and plant sculptures 
that are produced solely from PUMA 
shoes, with every part of the shoe 

| being used in the exhibition."Human 

Nature" challenges the individual to 

witness the violent, voracious 

and self-destructive characteristics 
innately found in humans. 


iin seeing his past works and 
| Uribe's use of daily objects in art, the 
idea of using PUMA sneakers as an 
artistic medium came to life. PUMA's 
support for Uribe's talent is just one 
more step in the company's mission to 
| embrace and cultivate talent and colla- 
jborative endeavors. 


This Fall-Holiday season, PUMA's 
Spackle Campaign features 3 styles of 
|PUMA footwear - the Yin Women's 
| transformed to a lizard, Tatau Lo 
| Меп to a rabbit, Shanghai Metro 
Men's to a raccoon. АЙ these styles 
are already available in PUMA Stores 


pot eon idi 


Tatau Lo 


Lust us, 
/ 2 i14 IM 
N00 
wake! 


Helle 


Lizard 
Federico Uribe 


‘Soft Leather 
Rubber, Plastic Eyes 
1524 x 1651 x 305 mm 


Episode Studio takes inspiration from 
the ultimate Lady of Cool, Jackie Onassis 
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“Kando fits my needs 
and my lifestyle.” 
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Styles Entertainment kicks off a series 
of stylish parties in Boracay 


WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU thought that it couldn't get any 
get stranded in Boracay? hotter, the next night, Em- 

last Nov. 2-4, Styles Enter- bassy’s most popular night, Bac- 
tainment, in cooperation with ardi Superklasse Wednesdays, 
Smart myTV, brought Stranded was transposed to the sands of 


“No one was really doing a At Club Paraw, Styles DJs 


in Boracay. Boracay. л i / 


relaxedyetfunpartyinBoracay gave a taste of everyone's fa- K 4 i Shes Жк 


with good music for good vorite tunes—house, hyphy 
friends,” said Jon Herrera, the rock, hiphop and mashups. 
man behind Styles and Superk- But besides great parties, 
lasse in Embassy. good vibes and cool tunes, 
‘True to Styles’ promise, A-list guests also got to experience 
guests and island visitors were the sun, sand and sea withrother 
treated to their best Boracay “beach fun” essentials: Nike Vi- 
weekend ever. sion sunglasses; L-Time Studio 
"The party kicked off at the watch; Lancôme self-tanners, 
Whitehouse beachfront. With The Face Shop sunscreen lo- 
RnB/soul music setting the tions and aromatic massage 
mood for the relaxing after- oils; Polo Black perfume (for the 
moon, guests also got to try in- men); and, to always keep their 
novative, dynamic entertain- cool, a whole weekend supply” 
ment with Smart myTV. of Pepsi and Propel Active Wa- 
Using Digital Video Broad- ter 
cast—Handheld (DVB-H) tech- Expect Styles Entertainment 
nology, this latest wonder from to host even bigger and better 
Smart and 360 Media allows parties in the months to follow. 
you to watch your favorite TV Jon says Stranded was just the 
shows live, anytime, anywhere. first of a series of beach parties. 
What could bebetterthanen- “Watch out! It only gets bet- 
joying your favorite show while ter after Boracay" 
lounging on the beach with a 
cocktail? Bacardi Mojito. 
Making the drink is simple: 
Put 12 mint leaves, ¥4 part sug- 
ar and А lime ina glass. 
Muddle well with a pestle. 
Add one part Bacardi rum, top 
off with three parts club soda, 
stir well, and garnish with 
sprigs of mint ora lime wheel. 
Its the perfect drink for sun- 
set-gazing in the beach. Visit 
www.bacardimojito.com. 
But after the R&R, things 
started heating up when Bacar- 
di hosted a VIP party at Juice 
Bar, with Styles’ DJ Mars and DJ 
Ace serving up the finest of 
rock, hiphop, mashups and 
electro music. 


And just when beach revelers NOKIAN77 


Proudly presented by 


WORLD OF FENG Siit 


World Of Feng Shui 


In partnership with ‘A VWVOLFPAC 
a т ERS AS 
Learn valuable feng shu 
_ tips and win prizes. .... 


Starting December 2,2007, INQUIRER readers will have a chance to win exciting prizes while discovering 
valuable information about Feng Shui, the art & science of luck enhancement. * 


ROSARIO Herrera and Will Hsu 


INQUIRER, in partnership with World Of Feng Shui Philippines and in cooperation with SMART & WOLFPAC Mobile Inc. 
is bringing back the text trivia promo called "THESS ALLEN's FENG SHUI WAYS TO WIN - Part Two" The promotion is in line. 
with the forthcoming “Marites Allen Philippines 2008 Feng Shui Updates” on January 19, 2008 at the Grand Ballroom 
of the New World Renaissance Hotel ~ Makati and hosted by our very own Philippine Feng Shui expert, MARITES ALLEN, 


The text trivia promo will allow readers to answer one question each day. The answer to the question can be found in a 
feng shui article to be published every Sunday of December (Dec. 2,9, 16 & 23, 2007). To join, SMART and GLOBE/SUN 
subscribers simply have to submit a one = time registration by keying in THESS REG «name/address/age/gender» 

(Ex. THESS REG «Bona Sy/Gold St, Marikina City/27/F>) and send it to 2861. Only one registration per mobile number 
will be allowed. To send an entry, SMART and GLOBE/SUN subscribers simply have to choose from four possible answers 
to the questions of the day. For every answer the subscriber send s/he gets to download a Feng Shui tip daily. J 


SAMPLE QUESTION: 1. According to one of the legends about the Chinese zodiac signs, who among the following 
invited different animals to his birthday feast? 

a) HuangTi 

b) Buddha 

9 TheJade Emperor 

d) The Emperor's adviser 


© A subscriber can answer by sending THESS <b> to 2861. There will be а charge of P2.50 per entry. One сап 
send as many entries as s/he wants, Should a subscriber send an incorrect afswer, s/he can send in other answers until 
s/he gets the correct one. There will be 3 daily (Monday to Saturday) winners of 1 World OF Feng Shui Gift Pack. 
For every week there will be One (1) winner of One (1) Washington Inc. GUESS watch; One (1) winner of 
One (1) MOTOROLA 220 mobile phone from SMART & WOLFPAC MOBILE, Inc. and Two (2) winners of One (1) ticket 
each for the “Marites Allen Philippines 208 Feng Shui Updates Prizes are transferable but not convertible to cash. 
A list of the daily and weekly winners will be published in the INQUIRER on Dec. 14, 21 & 28, 2007 and on Jan. 7, 2008, 


All WOFS, PDI, SMART & WOLFPAC MOBILE Inc. employees and their relatives up to second degree of consanguinity are 
пої allowed to join the promo, Metro Manila winners may claim their prizes at 
World Of Feng Shui - New Manila Branch (Т) 412-6888 / 382-2180). 


WOFS New Manila 

#6 Unit 8 Broadway Parke, 

Dofia Juana Rodriguez Avenue corner 1st Street, 
New Manila, Quezon City 


Provinéial Winners will receive thelr prizes via courler upon verification of WOFS Philippines, Inc. 


For more details, readers may text THESS and send it to 3918, or text INFO to 0920 - 9509390 or 
call Hotline Nos. 412 -6888 or 382-2180. 


Per DTI NCR series no. 2007. Promo Period: Dec. 2,2007 to Jan. 7,2008 
The organizer reserves the right to amend programmes as deemed necessary without prior notice. 
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„SMART TV promo people 
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DJ MARS and Pam Quinones 


A 


RICH Herreraand Michelle Madrigal ° BACARDI TEAM. Bibe Martinez, Ito Zamora, Kat San Diego and Au Aguilar 


Double Your Luck! 
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Text us your feedback: 
inquirer Ме namelageleity/message to 
2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) 


JEENA Lopez in 
Calvin Klein 
sleeveless navy 
jersey dress, Bally 


— 3 


Lopez in black pants, ў 
black suitjacket, 1 
Zarawhite-and-navy | 
long-sleeve stripe, ў 
shirt, Bally black 

formal shoes and belt 


SAMSUNG 


WARM COLORS DOMINATE BALLYS 
Autumn/Winter '07 collection. For her, it's 
about rich details and muted elegance. For 
him, it’s about sleek simplicity and chic un- H 
derstatement. And these style hallmarks "^ JEENAin AX 
define the fashion bent of power couple white polo shirt 
Ernie and Jeena Lopez. 
Athletic and adventurous, this couple 
embodies Bally's vision: a fusion of style, 
comfort and quality. 
“Bally's products are very versatile; the 
styles are classic but not old-fashioned,” 
says Jeena. black polo shirt 
The new collection is filled with vintage- and Bally black | 
shape handbags with soft pleating for an ul- leather loafers | 
tra-feminine vibe. Elem 
For the woman- , 
on-the-go Ше 
Jeena, Balls tote А 2 
ag can be spiced up 
with bag charms. 
For evenings, Bally 
offers unique pieces 
such as the gold de- 


tailed quilted | HOUSE & LOT 


bag. 
"hede beats are a | For as low as P16,500 


must-have as well as 
Bally's classic pair of a month 


pumps in dark- | or P 20,900 a month 
bronze crocodile or with an 


black leath th 
black leather with | OUTDOOR JACUZZI 


of ai he uence о 8405/8078414 OR * 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited* 
i Е | 
ыа и 2 * 3 Camera Phones, 3 Lines 


ing silhouette. 


ae oe ae yr a Tall Perspective : • 750** FREE texts to other networks 


like Ernie, a variety 


D bas come in Û on your Child's 


ЖШ чыма c Wage || All for P999/month!** 


crocodile trim and 
brushed bronze EN a ы 
hardware. ? à E . uns se ee care 

Also, the season Я ' - 
такаси ези s * For local Sun-to-Sun calls and texts only. 
deter dead B are mb" k ** When enrolled in Call & Text Unlimited. 
houette. 1 3 : *** 24-month holding period. 

“1 like the sporty ^ mes 
designs of the casual 
shoes and also the 
boots because I like f 
to ride motorcy- ! SAMSUNG X510 
br Oa A EE TET T M ч Connect with family and friends anywhere through SMS and MMS. 
Bally as my dad's 
brand, but now they NM S 
have younger de- S s us 1 Enjoy surfing the web through its WAP feature. 
signs that match à s d e 
today's modern * ч T Converse easily with its built-in handsfree. 
lifestyle." 

Bally stores are in 
Greenbelt 4, Rock- 


well Power Plant i Hurry to The Sun Shop and apply now! | tlt 2e. 


Mall, Shangri-La O 
ES 


Capture your favorite images with its VGA camera with zoom. 


Plaza Mall and Rus- 
tan's Makati. Bally is 
exclusively dis- 


wbue m 77 7 a Rar Se E] 

Philippines Sevan, s алай ч : i 

Sor Specialise GE DRE ed | SAMSUNG mobile 50). CELLULAR 
a ; x: 


мезо алай Halle 00 | Better network, better уйше. 
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A diario novela by CARLO J. CAPARAS Р Ани BY JESS ABRERA 
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Art: ARNEL А. AVETRIA FOLLOWERS MO 


JAPAG NA KAWAYAN ANG HIGAAN NINA JENNY 
АТ ARVIN AT GASERA ANG ILAWAN.” 


TENGKYU, KA PARA SA м, 
TEY Anis Kurana ратат. 7 : ave = 
Wu E i te Jm. V ose M eus) 
вте WALANG no 

MALAMIG NA we 
GABI SA AMN, 


tan ar H iS 4 Иез санар ITS THE 
p КОШТИ PRAY IN NOVEMBER, 
NA HATIP NG [AND YOU KNOW WHAT THAT IS! 
AMIHAN ur { 


CANDY CANE 
KARAOKE NIGHT! 


2-1 Ga WC 


'CKAYAKAE МАУ, 
Сатаан ANG 
DALAWA AT TILA Mea 
BATANG HIMBING NA 
HIMBING., 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


Пмамавдэкат 019620 WA GZEST GEANINA, ГЕ Аиво! ЕР? 
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BYLYRAGARCELLANO LOVEKNOTS BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 
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OKA, Weer. Le SÈ WE'LL Go мнн чек ред т KNEW чоло Û x Just never oeste s ЙТ сүс чч ке 
have 4Hat Poetic | OF кесіне Poems FoR | соме ARounp. But |iueucur IU Live | TPA May MéRERLIGO VITAMINS... AND PANG 
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INSEAD oF EXCHANGING | Seem exciteD ABa 


BY MANIXABRERA BY DANIEL SHELTON 
ESSET AE KAST FART, 


аце suem 
PEE Ne SCIENCE РТО 
wh TANIDEM WITH LUCE? 


ICON! 


YOU BORN TODAY: You have a droil sense of humor and often use your 
wt to smooth over troubled waters. You e free-spirited and highy inde- 
pendent You believe you should "Ive and lt ive." А regular, daily struc- 
ture suits you. You very much vale family and home. Your year ahead 
will be wonderfully powerfull Opportunities are available to you. Open 
товуз any door! 

10 Bum (around) Birthdate of: Boris Karol, actor; Bruce Hornsby, musician; Otis Chan- 
14 Provide gear dier, publisher. 


15 Persuasive, ARIES (March 21 to LIBRA (Sept. 23 to 

powerful е Aprii 19}: The Full Oct. 22): Because of 
'. discourse Moon today makes the tension of today's 
17 Hunks favorte "hs а sight acci Fall Moon, your con- 
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khaki jacket. On Her: 
dress, 


lirtish olive green 


í i А.З 

‘On Him: 62000 stripe sport shirt, Dockers 
black slim pants. On Her: Swish brown and 
orange wrap dress, and brown leggings. 
Girlshoppe brown strap watch. 


Corporate chic 


WHAT KIND OF FASHION DO THE YOUNG 
professionals go for? Mostly, corporate at- 
tire with casual chic, the kind available at 
the Eastwood Cyber & Fashion mall in East- 
wood City. 

The mall has a wide selection of bou- 
tiques on the first and second levels to re- 
spond to the fashion requirements of to- 
day's yuppies. From tops to shoes, and even 
electronics accessories, the boutiques are 
likely to have what the young go-getters 
need. 

For women, there are such shops as Meg, 
Lai, Isle of Coco, Shapes, Sugaritta, Flirtish, 
and Preview. These retailers carry ready-to- 
wear clothes and lingerie in limited stocks 
and affordable prices. The items can be 
mixed and matched to make one's 
‘wardrobe more versatile. 

For exclusive accessories, Girlshoppe is 
the place to go to. 

Меп can visit G2000, Levi's, Fused, Hall- 
way, Swish and Dockers for loni i 


2000 pink stripe long sleeve polo, 
and gray slacks. On Her: G2000 red short 
sleeve ruffled polo, gray checkered cropped 
pants and gray checkered suit. Girlshoppe 


black patent bag and black watch. Laptop 
from E-Hub. Cellphone from Abenson. 


casuals that are as suitable in the office аз 
out of it. They are even good enough to be 
worn to a dinner date after office hours. 

As for shoes and leather accessories, 
Mendrez and Outland offer stylish and af- 
fordable pieces. 

The right clothes are guaranteed to boost 
a person's self-confidence and help ad- 
vance his/her career. 

With all those shops available at East- 
wood City, there is no reason why an up- 
and-coming corporate bigwig cannot dress 
the part. 


Оп Him: Dockers light blue short sleeve 
stripes polo and pants. On Her: Shapes blue 
short sleeve wrap polo and gray checkered 
cropped pants, Meg black bag and silver 
shoes. Girlshoppe silver hoop earrings. 
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Оп Him: Fused cream tee, Hallway knitted olive green jacket, Dockers khaki slacks, Fused necklace. On Her: Meg 


red orange polka dot dress, Girlshoppe brown braided belt and bangles. 


Hong Kong Disneyland Travel Packages 


Cathay Pacific presents 


Buy 3, Get 1 Free! 


Airfare + Hotel + Park Tickets 
Hong Keng has 


ч he то Hong Kong Disneyiand themed hot 


7512684 in Manila, (6222) 221-3747 in Cebu and (6382) 222 


Е: È CATHAY PACIFIC 
= * pv 


ОМ HIM: Fused navy blue embroidered long sleeve polo, Dockers brown pants. On Her: «cathaypacific.ph 
Shapes cream sheer top with inner, Meg khaki cropped pants, White clutch/belt bag, wi چ‎ E کا‎ ream ы 7 
strap watch, and silver hoop earrings. All accessories from Girlshoppe. Laptop from E-Hub. HACEN arc SSA Sa 


4 HONG KONG TOURISM BOARD 


ҸӘ, www.DiscoverHongKong.com 
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LIFESTYLE 
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STYLISH AND COMFORTABLE 


Betula sandals’ special feature is the flexible, anatomically adapted footbed licensed by Birkenstock. 
Shaped like an imprint of the healthy foot, it gives support where the foot needs to be supported. The 
materials used in Betula footbeds are natural cork, natural leather, Birko Flor by Birkenstock, Caoutchouc 
anda sole that is durable, shock-absorbent, light, nonslip and nonabrasive EVA. Betula sandals are 
available at Shoe Salon outlets in Shangri-La, Eastwood, Gateway, Galeria, Alabang Town Center, SM Mall 


Ermita, SM North Edsa, TriNoma, Glorietta, Rockwell, Metroeast and The Podium. 
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illike myself 


We'll show you how. 
Success. Friends. Confidence. You can have it all! 
* Powers Programs. Personality development. 
Executive grooming. Corporate training. Modeling. Acting. 
Earn the worldwide John Robert Powers diploma. 


Call now! 892 9511 927 0465 
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Wrap it up with Rachy Cuna 


LEARN HOW TO PERSONALIZE PRESENTS FOR THE HOLIDAY 

season from stylist and floral architect Rachy Cuna. Crossings presents 
“Wrapping it up with Rachy." a gift-wrapping demonstration Nov. 24, 3 
p.m., at Shangri-La Plaza Mall Grand Atrium. Cuna will show how to use 
indigenous materials to create special designs that are easy to do. He 
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H^c a brand new start to a better life at Robinsons Supermarket! 


AL ROBINSONS MALLS 
Araneta Square, Caloocan Ci 
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Eat Well 
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will also choose items from Crossings to cre- 
ate festive holiday tables. 


MUSICAL SHOW. Robinsons Malls will pre- 
senta brand new Christmas Special featuring 
Nickelodeon's most popular heroine, “Dora the 
Explorer” in her musical show "Dora's Best. 
Friends Day.” The series of live musicals kick 
off, today, at Robinsons Malls. Call 6836355, 
6836100 local 791 or 792. 


CAMPAIGN. Nickelodeon's Big Help 2007 will 
end Dec. 1. Modules, games, share squares. 
and photo-op stations will be featured 2-6 p.m. 
at the SM Mall of Asia Complex, JW Diokno 
Boulevard corner Coral Way (in front of SMX 
Convention Center). Donations collected dur- 
ing the event will be given to GK-Batang 
Bayani. 


NATIONAL BOOK WEEK. The 73rd National. 
Book Week will be held Nov. 24-30. Theme is 
"Family Literacy: Reading Begins with Us." 
The Philippine Librarians Association Inc., 
with The National Library, will hold various ac- 
tivities during the week, highlighted by an Out- 
reach Program at Baseco Community, Tondo, 
Manila on Nov. 23, fun walk and a book char- 
acter parade. Fellowship luncheon will be held 
at Kamay Kainan, 1/L, TriNoma, North Edsa 
QC. on Nov. 30. Call 6370912 loc 229 and 
5250926. 


HOLIDAY WEEKEND SALE. Sta. Lucia East 
Grand Mall features “Holiday Weekend Sale” 
оп Nov. 30-Dec. 2, Dec. 7-9 and Dec. 14-16. 
Get as much as 70-percent discount on select- 
ed items at the department store, supermarket, 
Home Gallery, Planet Toys and over 250 shops 
and specialty stores. With a P300 single or ac- 
cumulated purchase receipts, a customer gets 
а chance to win appliances in the raffle. The 
supermarket's “Scratch Raffle Plus" promo is 
ongoing until Dec. 31. Every P500 worth of 
purchases entitles shoppers to a scratch card. 
Prizes include gift certificates and home appli- 
ances. 


CONVENTION. The Philippine Institute of Envi- 
ronmental Planners will hold a national con- 
vention on Nov. 23-24 at the Occupational 
Safety and Health Center in Quezon City. With 
the theme "Enhancing Local Economic Devel- 
opment Through More Effective Planning," the 
event will showcase “best practices" from se- 
lected municipalities, cities and provinces in 
the areas of increasing local revenues and im- 
proving local economic productivity. Call. 
9209105 or 9273595. 


BAZAAR. The Yupangco Exhibits and Shows 
with Zoobic Foundation (Save А Cub Program) 
present "Yule-Go-Wild!" a village Christmas 
bazaar, Dec. 14-16, 10 a.m.-10 p.m. at A 
Venue Hall, Makati Avenue, Makati. The three- 
day event features over 200 concessionalres. 
and exhibitors. Call 8999808, 8999828, 
8999824 and 8999818. 


REUNION. Graduates of Class 1993 of Mey- 
cauayan College High School Department will 
hold a grand reunion on Dec. 1 at the gymnasi- 
um of Meycauayan College, Annex Building. 
Theme is "Makalipas ang Isang Dekada, Ku- 
musta na ang Barkada?" Call 0917-8248129 
or 0919-4689528. E-mail elaine.umali@ 
gmail.com or visit http://mcbatch93.multiply. 
com. 


CEU LIBERAL ARTS HOMECOMING. All liberal 
arts alumni of Centro Escolar University are in- 
vited to the CEU 100th Christmas Homecom- 
ing Dec. 15, 4 p.m., at the CEU North Quadran- 
gle. Theme is "Fun in Nostalgia at Christmas- 
time!” CEU, which turned 100 years old in 
June, will honor centennial jubilarians. Univer- 
sity president Ma. Cristina Padolina will deliver 
the homecoming address. A highlight of the 
event is the launch of the "CEU Centennial" 
coffee-table book, a project of the CEU centen- 
nial committee led by Dr. Rosita Navarro and 
Dr. Paz |. Lucido, president of the CEU Alumni 
Foundation and project director. Call 7359662, 
7356861 or 7368551 to 54 local 247. 


ZERO-PERCENT INTEREST. Sun Cellular is of- 
fering the “0% Interest Your Way to a Sun 
Postpaid Line Promo" until Dec. 31. Those in- 
terested can apply for a postpaid line without. 
having to submit the usual documentary re- 
quirements. Principal or supplementary card 
holders of participating locally issued credit 
cards can visit any Sun Shop, present their 
credit card, latest billing statement and a valid 
identification card. Sun's postpaid offer in- 
cludes the 24/7 Call and Text Unlimited ser- 


vice. Customers can charge to their credit card 
24 months of service fees. Call 3858000 or 
200 through Sun Cellular. Visit www.suncellu- 
lar.com ph 
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BAMBOO Manalac 
of Bamboo 


By Pocholo Concepcion 
PHOTOS BY EUGENE ARANETA 


IT WAS JUST A PROMOTIONAL EVENT 
for cell phones, a joint production be- 
tween Alcatel and Smart called “Inva- 
sion ‘07” held recently at the Cuneta As- 
trodome in Pasay. 

But the excitement generated by the intensi- 
ty of Bamboo's performance equaled that of a 
full-blown rock concert. 

Hosts Epi Quizon and radio DJ Bono Vil- 
lanueva worked up the crowd by throwing no- 
brainer questions and giving away phones. Af- 
ter which a band from Naga City, Pack of 
Wolves, took the stage as opening act. 

"The lead guitarist displayed ferocity with his 
ad libs. But the bands repertoire, although 
mostly originals, was less than riveting. 

"When Bamboo came on, the audience 
howled. 

The first song, a cover of Anak Bayan's 
“Probinsyana,” has become a standard opener 
for Bamboo and, for some reason, always sends 
female fans hysterical. This happened again at 
the Astrodome, with several girls shouting out 
their approval. 

Everyone went ecstatic over what came 
next а succession of old Rivermaya 

“Elesi,” “Hinahanap-Hanap Kita,” “Am I 
Real,” “Awit ng Kabataan,” “Kisapmata”—with 
some Bamboo originals like “EU.” in between. 

What did it mean for vocalist Bamboo Mañ- 
'alac, erstwhile Rivermaya frontman? Was he in 
а sentimental mood? Or was he reminding us 
'ofhis roots? 

‘Whatever the reasons, this decision to mix 
Rivermaya tunes with covers and originals 
from Bamboo's three albums highlighted Mañ- 
alacs growth and the striking direction he has 
been treading with guitarist Ira Cruz, drummer 

вамвоо/нз 


REMEMBER TONY MANERO 
Actor John Travolta attends the 30th 
anniversary screening of “Saturday 
Night Fever” held at the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in 
Beverly Hills, California on Tuesday. 
палав 


a's 


SHALANI B 
BARRION ` 

HONDA JAZZ” 
WINNER 


спек your ez. 14202. Coke, Sprit&'ai 
à „орт prizes untirNo: 


INSIDE 
ti Trying not to kiss 
McDreamy Only In 
Hollywood /H4 


‘Website: wwwinquirer.neVentertalnment 


ENTER’ 


venue Ашу INQUIRER" 


But only on stage 


MICHAEL DE MESA AND GI- д Топе, Rez Cortez, Leo Rialp, 
na Alajar are reunited on ^. Jon Santos, Andoy Ranay, 
stage for Atlantis ... , Chari Ramos, Jenny 
Productions "Do. Y, SHOW JF Jamora, Paolo Ro- 
geaters,” which runs TIME driguez, Richard Cu- 
until Dec. 2 at the Carlos , ү палап and Teresa Her- 
P Romulo Auditorium, *° ^ rera. Bobby Garcia di- 
RCBC Plaza, Makati. rects. 


Others in the cast are Joel Call892.70780r840-1187. GINA Alajar and 


Michael de Mesa. 


He cried, 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL. 
telenovela love teams makes а 
smooth transition into grownup 


Ss 


| Opens NOVEMBER 28 
ЕТТА 4 and GREENBELT 3 
CINEMAS 


Prom the director of 
in Wedding" and “Vanity Faiz” 
‘on the Pulitzer prize winning. 
‘author's bestselling novel 


‘Know where you come from. 
"To get where you're going. 


“A spellbinding exploration of 
LOVE and BELONGING.” 


eripe remet era yin 


AT THE CINEMAS 


territory, and it's about time. John 
Lloyd Cruz and Bea Alonzo expertly 
take on college sweethearts-turned- 
bitter exes in the drama “One More 
Chance," directed by Cathy Garcia- 
Molina (“You Got Me"). It's an un- 
abashed and relentless tearjerker, 
but it works, given the fact that the 
story is about a relationship gone 
sour. 

The grief, the heart-wrenching 
dilemmas and painful confronta- 
tions are familiar and tangible, es- 
pecially to those who've been 
through similar ^ confusing 
breakups. It's not your typical Pinoy 
date movie; its thematically heav- 
ier, and seriously analyzes the part- 
ners’ feelings and emotional states 
before and after the split-up. 

Its not entirely dour. It starts by 
humorously providing opposite 
perspectives, to illustrate how dif- 
ferently the main characters react 
toa misunderstanding. 


“Вогп Genius’ 


AT 2 YEARS OLD, MARC YU 
taught himself how to play "Mary 
Had a Little Lamb" on the piano. 
‘One year later, he was tackling 
Beethoven. 

Marc ао has perfect 
pitch—the ability to identify mu- 
sical notes as easily as identifying 
colors—a skill that only one in 
10,000 people can claim. 

How did Marc develop his 
amazing music ability? Did his ex- 
posure to musicat a very early age 
shape his penchant for music or 
was he born brilliant? 

Do children who are nurtured to 
leam at a very young age excel 
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she cried“ 


Long-time lovers Popoy (Cruz), 
an engineer, and Basha (Alonzo), 
an architect, don't look like a per- 
fect match at first. They have tiffs 
that indicate how much they've 
changed, not necessarily for the 
better. Basha feels constricted, 
while Popoy is clueless that he's be- 
come controlling. Though he 
means well, he comes across as too 
cautious and demanding, forcing 
Basha to dump him. Newfound 
freedom soon affords her the 
growth that's eluded her for years. 

Popoy refuses to accept that their 
wedding has been called off. He 
tries to drown his sorrows in a bar, 
where he meets a singer, Trisha 


more easily than their peers? What 
happens if a child misses out on cru- 
cial brain stimulation early in life? 
“My Brilliant Brain: Вот Ge- 
nius," which airs Nov. 26, 9 p.m. on 
the National Geographic Channel, 
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(Maja Salvador). With her help, he 
starts to heal. 

The story unfolds typically— 
heart-tugging and kilig moments 
are placed where one might expect 
them. And its structure and mes- 
sage don't deviate much from the 
usual ill-fated romance drama. 

Still, there are pleasant surprises. 
Basha’s new architect friend, Mark 
(Derek Ramsay), remains a good 
one, without becoming amorous. 
There are touches of wit and snap- 
ру repartee, most notably in 
Popoys and Basha's interactions 
with their tight barkada. Which is, 
good, because all that crying can re- 
ally be depressing. 


investigates whether nature gifts 
some children with a "genius gene" 
while also examining the role nur- 
ture plays in shaping intelligence. 
The show replays on Nov. 27 at 
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Sounds of Christmas: Christmas Chorale 
feat. Phil. Jesuit Community 
November 24; 6pm; Glorietta 4 Park 


Markell Market! - 
TriNoma - 901 3000 
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Holiday Open Concert. 
November 24 & Dec 2; 8pm; Greenbelt 3 Park 


ALABANG 


TOWN 
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Seussical The Musical 
November 23 to 25; 11am, 3pm & Врт; Activity Center 


Metrobank Car Event 


ENCHANTED ‘SUPER BAD ‘BEOWULF 
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AYALA CENTER. 


CEBU November 24 to 25; Activity Center, Paseos and Rotunda Area 
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Offer may not be availed of їп conjunction with other 9 
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Ayala Malls Cinemas... Beyond Movies! 


(—— 


E 


Lifestyle and Vanity Outlet Sale. 
November 19 to 23; Activity Center. 


MARKET: MARKET: 


Repertory Philippines presents FIDDLER ON THE ROOF 
November 9 - December 16, 2007 
For Inquiries, pls. call 887-0710 
or visit www.repertory-philippines.com. 
WATER: THE MEDIUM by Juvenal Sanso. 


November 24 to January 13, 2008; Ground Floor Gallery. 
For more info, pis. call 787-7117 to 21 loc. 14 or етай museum_Inquiry@ayalimuseum.org 


Ayala MUSEUM 


Rhythm Academy: Sam Concepcion 
with the Augustinian Larks 
December 9; 6pm; Activity Center 


Rhythm Academy: Pops Fernandez 


and The UP Cherubim and Seraphim 
December 16; 6pm; Activity Center 


‹ 2 Shop and perdat the Yuletide Season at. г 
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THE BAND pulls out 
all the Stops in its” 
performance. 

17 


Bamboo plays music... 


Vie Mercado and bassist Nathan Azarcon (also 
a Rivermaya alumnus). 

The last three songs sent a strong message 
about the power and influence that good music 
could wield. “Tatsulok,” a cover of Buklod’s folk 
classic about social iniquity, took a fiery form, 
featuring a twin guitar attack from Cruz and 
session musician Jeff de Castro. “Noypi” boost- 
ed racial pride, and "Hallelujah? raised hopes 


ence a memorable evening with the Concert King in his Si 
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From page HI 


about the future—impassioned sentiments 
from a guy like Mañalac who lived in America 
after leaving Rivermaya. 

Whether these songs would change the lives 
of hard-up teenagers in the audience is a pipe 
dream. But one thing was clear. Bamboo has 
become the biggest band in the country—not 
only for the songs, but because the members 
play music like their lives depended on it. 
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OS ANGELES—"I THINK 

the biggest challenge was 

not kissing the boys 
(Patrick Dempsey and James 
Marsden) back when they were 
kissing me as I was lying in the 
chaise lounge,” Amy Adams 
said of a scene in Disney's "En- 
chanted." 

To avoid giving away a crucial ending 
plot element, lets just say Mr. McDreamy 
and James vie to give a “true love's kiss” to 
Amy's Princess Giselle. “No, Tm kidding,” 
quipped Amy about her statement that it 
was tough to just lie there while the two 
guys alternately kissed her, take after take. 

For the record, Amy already found her 
true love in Darren Le Gallo. She gushed, 
"He's also an actor. So for him to be able to 
stand by me through the Academy Award 
(Best Supporting Actress) nomination (for 
Junebug in 2005) with no amount of jeal- 
ousy or competitiveness and be truly sup- 
portive, I couldn't have asked for a better 
partner” 

‘Amy was hailed by Variety as a new star 
notseen since Julie Andrews. That's quite 
apraise. 


‘Beowulf’ hints at possible future 


ROBERT ZEMECKIS’ “BEOWULF” 
may not be a consistently absorbing 
movie, but it merits our attention be- 
cause it hints at the possible future of 
motion pictures, which could in time 
be renamed "motion capture pictures.” 


PHILIPPINE BAILY INQUIRER 


ENTERTAINMENT 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2007 


‘Enchanted’ star’s toughest challenge: To 
be kissed by ‘McDreamy’ and not kiss back 


“crowned (her) the 
fairest in the land.” 


Here's the rave by Variety's Todd Mc- 
Carthy: ‘A full-blown musical that com- 
mutes between Disney's patented cartoon 
universe and the ‘real’ world with dever- 
ness and grace, this splashy production re- 
minds one of... ‘Mary Poppins, not least 
due to the ‘star is bom’ aura that sur- 
rounds Amy Adams here, just as it did 
Julie Andrews 43 years ago. Just as An- 
drews arrived at just the right time for 
"Mary Poppins’ and ‘The Sound of Music, 
so has Adams tumed up almost out of 
nowhere (Junebug notwithstanding) to 
be crowned the fairest in the land.” 


Like ‘Mary Poppins’ 

‘The “Mary Poppins” comparison must 
have delighted “Enchanted” director 
Kevin Lima. When he introduced the film 
to us ata screening in Beverly Hills, Kevin, 
whose credits include “Tarzan” and “102 
Dalmatians,” said that he was happy to 
have made a mixed live action/animation 
film a la “Mary Poppins” which he has al- 
ways admired. 

As а comedy-musical, “Enchanted” is 
an instant Disney classic. 

‘Aside from working with two hunky ас- 
tors, Amy had to work with critters. “You'll 
be happy to know that you can train rats 


Thats right, “Beowulf” has been pro- 
duced by means of a relatively new pro- 
cess, first utilized in the "The Polar Ex- 
press” years ago, that digitizes actors 
movements and improves the original 
performance by adding new elements in 


and pigeons,” Amy said on this recent 
Sunday afternoon. "So we worked with 
live rats and pigeons." In that scene, Amy 
sings "Happy Working Song,” one of the 
tunes that the legendary songwriting рай; 
Alan Menken and Stephen Schwartz, 
‘wrote for the movie. “Enchanted” marks 
the composers’ third Disney animated fea- 
ture collaboration since “Pocahontas” and 
"The Hunchback of Notre Dame.” 

Оп working with the two tunesmiths 
(their separate works comprise some of 
the most popular music in contemporary 
history, eg, “Pippin,” “Godspell,”. 
“Wicked,” “Beauty and the Beast,” “Little 
Shop of Horrors”), Amy said: “Тее always 
embraced singing as part of my whole 
package, but I was really nervous to sing 
with Alan and Stephen.” 

She sings the duo's "Thats How You 
Know” in a scene that had Variety also 
swooning: “The production number 
moves through Central Park and employs 
dozens or more musicians, dancers and 
backgrounders. Its hard to think of a tra- 
ditional musical number done on such a 
scale since the ‘60s, so its a sight to be- 
hold.” 


Not the first 

It may not have been Amy's first time to 
sing in the famous park. Laughing, she 
said, "I have a tendency to burst into song 
in my everyday life so I may have sung in 
Central Park before." 

On her short stint as a waitress at Hoot- 
ers, a restaurant chain known for its sexi- 
Iy-dlad servers, Amy, whose family left the 
Mormon Church, said, “I bet there's more 
than one Mormon girl who has worked in 
Hooters. We're notoriously rebellious.” 

But not all ex-Hooters waitresses may 
have the same spectacular future as hers. 
Amy appears with Meryl Streep in not 
опе but two upcoming important films: 
the adaptation of the acclaimed play, 
“Doubt,” and ‘Julie and Julia,” where she 
plays a master cook wannabe to Meryls 
Julia Child, the late great chef. 

In “Enchanted,” Amy shares the screen 
with Susan Sarandon. In a separate in- 
terview, Susan had sincere praises for 
Amy: "All of us had a burden to try to fig- 
‘ure out how to bea cartoon character who 
becomes a real person. She nailed it. She 
was able to integrate with the other reality 
more than any of us did. She had to have 
the style of a cartoon and believe me, 
there's a reason those dresses only exist in 


terms of looks and gestures, as well as cre- 
ating sets seemingly out of “nothing,” 
Why make movies this way? Not really 
tospeed up actors’ work, but to open visu- 
al possibilities up to truly fantastic levels. 
Ifyou can digitize everything and make 
the technologically created im- 
ages look like a heightened 
form of live action, just think of 
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the awesome visual possibili- 
ties! 

Zemeckis’ "Beowulf" takes 
full advantage of this potential 
as it retells, in cinematic terms, 
the age-old tale of a monster- 
slayer who, instead of being 
hailed as a genuine hero, is 
cursed because he falls for the 
seductive charms of the lovely 
human form assumed by the 
monster's vindictive mother. 

The ancient cautionary tale 
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cartoons. That wedding gown must have 
weighed 60 or 80 pounds. That litle thing 
and yet she has the grace and the style." 
Killer singer 

Susan added, "She's a killer singer so 
she nailed all of that. She didn't dumb it 
down. She found a way to be that girl with 
the optimism and be realistic. In order to 
play somebody who's naive, you have to 
be really smart. I can't imagine anybody 
else doing that role." 

James Marsden, who makes his mark 
here as Prince Edward and as TV host 
Corny Collins in “Hairspray” shared his 
own take on sporting tights in the world's 
most famous intersection. “ТЇ never forget. 
standing on top of a bus in the 
middle of Times Square, wear- 
ing tights,” he said. “My wife 
(actress Lisa Linde) says that I 
have the perfect legs for a 
woman. It was a hot and hu- 
mid summer day in July. The 
character—the classic Disney 
prince with a cape, sword, big 
chest and фе big, puffy 
sleeves—was so much fun and 
extreme. You got to be big or 
go home. Its something you 
have to commit to." 

The actor who played Scott Sum- 
mers/Cycops in the two "X-Men" movies 
and Richard White, Clark Kents rival for 
Lois Lane, in “Superman Returns" contin- 
ued, “I was standing in front of hundreds 
of tourists who were pointing, laughing 
and saying, ‘That's Cyclops in tights up 
there... A journalist told me, 1 researched 
it—you were the first person on fim to ev- 
er stab a bus while wearing tights in the 
middle of Times Square (laughter).” It 
was a lot of fun. Still, by the end of the 
filming, I wanted to take the costume and 
bumit” 


Broadway musical 

When we told James that Stephen and 
Alan agreed with us that he should appear 
in a Broadway musical, he replied, “Its 
nice to hear that from Stephen and 
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SUSAN Sarandon 


‘Alan—that’s a very nice endorsement. Do- 
ing musical theater is something I have 
been thinking about trying, Its something 
terribly exciting and terrifying at the same 
time. The last stage musical I did was in 
high school so its a whole different world 
from doing a Broadway musical. Part f 
me wants to do a three-week run of somes 
thing that nobody goes to see.” 

Ishe returning in the next installments 
of "X-Men" and "Superman"? “I wish 1 
knew" he confessed and laughed. “The 
actors are usually the last people to know. 
1 get all my information by going online 
and reading what other people write." 

But he does have definite projects com- 
ing up, just like Amy He has finished “27 
Dresses" with Katherine Heigl and “The 
Alibi" 

He will shoot next “The Box” with 
Cameron Diaz. “Its one of the reasons 
why I have not shaven,” he explained his 
bearded look, quite a departure from his 
dean cut prince in "Enchanted." ^T apolo- 
gize,” he stated. Now that was also a de- 
parture. The cocky but amus- 
ing Prince Edward would have. 
never apologized to common- 
ers like us whom he matter-of- 
factly called in the film as 
“peasants.” 

We heard that Gael Garcia 
Bernal, the star of such ac- 
claimed films as “Babel,” "The 
Motorcycle Diaries," "Y tu Ma- 
ma Tambien" and "Amores 
Peros," and Michelle 
Williams of “Brokeback Mountain” are 
filming a movie in Subicand Morong. 

Also in the movie titled "Mammoth" are 
Marife Necesito, whose credits include. 
Lav Diazs "Ebolusyon ng Isang Pam- 
ilyang Pilipino,” and Martin de los San- 
tos of “Mga Mata ni Anghelita.” In the first 
English language film of Swedish director 
Lukas Moodysson, Marife reportedly 
plays the nanny of Gael and Michelle's 
child. 

‘Among those working in the Philippine 
segment of the shoot are Oli Laperal, Jr, 
line producer, Awel Galang, production 
manager; and Criz Soriano and Elmer 
‘Santos, location managers. 


Email е columnist at 
rnepales_5585@yahoo.com and read his 
blog, "The Nepales Report,” on wwwin- 
quirerbloggersnet/nepalesreport. 


of motion picture 


about heroes rendered tragically human 
by their grievous flaws is a great showcase 
for motion capture's finest moments, es- 
pecially in йз flying-dragon sequences, 
which are truly amazing and breathtak- 
ing. 

The movie's new filmmaking process 
enables viewers to “fly” along with Be- 
owulf as he courageously attaches himself 
to the fire-breathing dragon, as it streaks 
and swoops through the sky and country- 
side to crush Beowulf's kingdom. 

In addition, the location and vistas digi- 
tally created for “Beowulf” are more spec- 
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tacular and dramatically atmospheric 
than any movie set designed and con- 
structed in the traditional way. So, the 
trendsetting film's visuals are truly com- 
pelling and memorable. 
“Beowulf” also proudly showcases the 
remarkable advances made in terms of 
digitizing skin, hair, doth, fur, water, fire 
and metal effects. The time may not be far 
off when we can watch a digitized feature 
without noticing anything even slightly 
awkward or visually out of sync. 

On the debit side, some of the en- 
hanced characters in the movie are made 
to move in too stolid or jerky a fashion, in- 
dicating that more work needs to be done 
in terms of motion reality capture. 

This flaw makes it difficult for viewers 
to genuinely and continuously empathize 
with the tormented characters in “Be- 
owulE” As a result, the film's human dra 
ma suffers, and viewers are sometimies - , 
limited to admiring the production's visual 
artistry and derring-do. 

Can these limitations eventually be 
worked out? If so, there may come a time 
when the new digitizing process will cease 
to upstage actors, as should be the case in 
any storytelling gambit—for true empa- 
thy's sake! 


New animated features 

Jim Carrey and Steve Farrell leid 
their voices to a groundbreaking CGI pro- 
duction, “Norton Hears A Who," about an 
imaginative elephant who hears a cry for 
help coming from a tiny ‘speck of dust 
floating through the air. From the makers 
of "ice Age.” 

For its part, “Alvin and the Chipmunks” 
is a live action/CGI movie based on the 
"805 cartoon series about a music group 
made up of chipmunks—group leader 
Alvin, tall and quiet Simon and chubby, ir- 
repressible Theodore. 


Pipe organ festival 

On Dec. 2, 5,6, 7, 8 and 10, the second. 
Manila Cathedral-Basilica Pipe Organ fes- 
tival will be held. Admission is free. The 
Dec. 2 mini-concert at 1:30 p.m. features 
four new Marian songs, followed by 
solemn Mass for the Cofradia de la Inmac- 
ulada Concepcion and the soft launch of 
the new composition, "Misa ng Inmacula- 
da Concepcion." 

There will be mini-recitals on succeed- 
ing days, culminating in a gala concert on 
Dec. 10 featuring the University of the 
Fast Chorale. 
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THEGIFT 
Divina Lee, 
third from 
left, with her 
son lan 
Emerson, 
claims her 
Seeing Stars 
prize from 
‘American Eye 
Center's Dr. 
‘Ainette Tan 
and president 
Dr. Jack 
Arroyo. 

RUDY eres 


All 3 winners set to ‘pass on’ prizes 


EXCEPT FOR LYN CHING, THE 
celebrities in our Seeing Stars con- 
test were easily recognizable to Div- 
ina Lee, 51. 

But her husband did not think Div- 
ina stood a chance, since it was nearly 
mid-moming when she read the 
PHIUPPINE Dany INQUIRER'S Oct. 26 is- 
sue, In Living Stars that дау, we ran a 
story on local show biz celebs who've 
had laser eye surgery, along with nine 
pairs of “famous” eyes for readers to 
identify. 

‘At stake were three bilateral Lasik 
surgery certificates worth P70,000 
‘each from the American Eye Center. 

Divina had gone ahead for the sake 


just graduated from UP Diliman 
(Business Management). 

Last Tuesday, mother and son went 
to the AEC in Shangri-la Plaza Edsa to 
claim her prize. 

aris prescription glasses are 300+ 
on each eye. Divina had promised him 
laser treatment asa graduation gift. 

Divina—a “loyal INQumes read- 
er'—sent (by email) the very first cor- 
rect set of answers. According to the 
contest rules, the two other winners 
will be the senders (via email or SMS) 
of the 20th and 40th correct entries. 

‘They are: 1) Joanne Maerina, 26, of 
AFP/EP Village in Taguig City, who 
sent her entry via SMS (from 0917- 


of Pasay City, who sent a total of 38 
SMS (from 0917-4051027). 

Contacted by phone, the two told 
similar stories. Joanne works in a call 
center in Makati. She said she had the 
hardest time identifying Sunshine 
Cruz. She herself didn't need Lasik 
treatment, she said, so she'd pass on 
the gift to a relative. 

Vanessa works at the Allied Bank 
head office also in Makati. She hadn't 
counted on winning, she said, think- 
ing it was “one of those contests that 
no one really wins.” 

‘She sent a single SMS entry 

Like Joanne, Vanessa has no need 


SEEING STARS Here are the answers to our Living Stars contest, launched on Oct. 2 
1) Alice Dixson, 2) Vicky Morales, 3) Edu Manzano, 4) Daphne Osefta-Paez, 5) Lyn Ching- 
Pascual, 6) Zsazsa Padilla, 7) Pops Fernandez, 8) Sunshine Cruz, and 9) Ai Ai delas Alas. 
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for the treatment just now, so a family 


of her son Гап Emerson, 22, who had 9712465); and 2) Vanessa Espino, 22, member is bound to get it instead. 


{ REGINE VELASQUEZ 


ҮМ CURRENTLY into “Sudoku.” My sister and 
friends say it’s good for the brain. I admire the 
clever person who invented this game. Some- 
times I can finish a puzzle quickly—the easy 
ones in five minutes. But can spend two days, 
оп and off, on the difficult ones. My sister buys 
the latest edition for me. Its a great way to 
pass the time. Between takes, or when there’s 
a lull during rehearsals (for my latest concert 
"Ang Ating Musika”), I do the puzzles. Once, 
our flight from the Middle East was delayed 
for two hours. 1 didn’t mind waiting because I 
was busy with “Sudoku.” 
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MY HUSBAND (diplomat Omar he converted into a buffet able (at The flowers and plans are vey Ж ын e EU 


Bsaies) and I love hanging out in 
this pocket garden. For the longest 
time we were looking for a table, 
опе that could withstand the ele- 
ments. We went to antique shop Jo- 
Liza’s and found these panels that 


the left side). If you notice, the 
(center) garden set from Mexico is 
painted with the calla lily, a recur- 
ring motif in our home. Omar him- 
self did the landscaping. He wanted 


healthy because we use fertiliz- 
er/compost from Sandy Javier's An- 
doks chicken farm. We also in- 
stalled a pond and waterfalls to 
make the place more soothing. 


КИШ WELTERWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP 
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the garden to look like a rainforest. Bayani San Diego Jr. 
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LOUIE IGNACIO - 


1 HAVE three pets: Prixy is a four-year-old 
French toy poodle; Kikay, a two-year-old 
Brison Frise; and Bunso, a one-year-old 
Chihuahua. I bring them everywhere I go, 
even to my rest house in Laguna. They sleep 
with me in my bed. Prixy can be overprotec- 
tive and will bite anyone who comes near 


vince va 


me while I'm asleep. They each have one 
yaya, who brush their teeth in the morning 
and comb their hair thrice a day. I spoil 
them like babies. They're one big consuelo 
after a hard day's work. I plan to match 
Kikay with Regine Velasquez's dog, George. 
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AMY'S trophies and show biz memorabilia are kept in this second-floor receiving room. 


DINING set is the newest addition to the 
furniture. 


LIVING 


4 


AMY'S dressing room holds trinkets that she 
considers too precious to throw away. 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by August dela Cruz 


л ЕТЕК A MISCARRIAGE ear- 
ly this year, Amy Perez is 
trying to have another child. 

And because now she knows that 
pregnancy could be delicate, the 
TV host and radio commentator 
has made a few changes in her 
home. 

She recently set up a small workstation 
in her bedroom and had a Wi-fi system in- 
stalled in the house. Her boyfriend, ra- 
dioman Carlo Castillo, bought her a new 
computer table 

“This was because working at the really 
low narra table where I used to set my lap- 
top always strained my back. Carlo also got 
me a really cool model of PSP (PlayStation 
Portable),” Amy told Living Stars during a 
visit to her Pasig City townhouse. “If my 
doctor requires me to have bed rest, ГЇ be 
ready.” 

‘Amy hosts the radio show ‘About Me and 
You” on DZMM and the magazine show 
"Kabuhayang Swak na Swak" on ABS-CBN. 
She also writes a column for Abante. 

Amy's three-story townhouse stands out 
in her village. “Thad the original house torn. 
down. I really wanted to maximize space 


WITH 10-year-old 
son, Adi 


BATHROOM sink is 
a creation of ceramic. 
artist Lanelle 
Fernando. 


STRAW mat isa gift from. 
Japan. 


APIECE of 
scaffolding holds 


AMY has Japanese-style bed which, she says, al 


lleviates the discomfort from her scoliosi 


SHE CAN cook for as many as 20 guest 


а 
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HUGE Japanese lanterns help achieve a 
“peaceful and relaxing” look. 


THE FACADE is unique, making it easy to 
pick out the actress’ house. 


and change the overall look. If you noticed, 
the house is V-shaped, not the typical 
square or rectangle.” 

‘Amy hired interior designer Cynthia Gar- 
lan, who also works as set designer for 
ABS-CBN, to create the house's "peaceful 
and relaxing" look. To achieve this, a water 
fountain was set up in the living area and 
huge Japanese lanterns were hung from 
the ceiling. 

‘Amy said Cynthia also made sure that 
there were candies, big and small, all over 
the house and that the walls and pieces of 
furniture were mostly in shades of brown, 
black, red and beige. 

‘Amy is especially proud of her dining 
set—an eight-seater table with matching 
wooden benches. 

“This is new,” she explained. “I love 
cooking for my friends. Instead of going 
bar-hopping, we have dinner and drinks 
here. We could never fit around the old din- 
ing set, which could seat only six.” 

‘Amy added: “I'm very happy and content 
with the way the house looks right now. 
However, if a new baby does come, I'm go- 
ing to have to make space, but willing, fora 
nursery.” 


this compact kitchen. 
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The largest usines weekly : 


N Awards 


marks its sixth anniversary tonight with a first — the BizNewsAsia Who Is Who: + 
in Real Estate (BREW) Awards to the pioneers, visionaries and major 
developers of the industry. 


T= Philippines’ largest weekly business "and news magazine, BizNewsAsia 


The trophies and the certificates will — BizNewsAsia has become notable fór its in-depth, 
be given by no less than President Glo- „thoughtful and visually attractive presentation of major 
Ча Macapagal-Arroyo during awards economic and business developments and profiles of the 

| ceremonies at the Intercontinental Ball- country’s leading tycoons and taipans. 
room, at7 p.m. ‘Among its most important and popular issues are the. 
In attendance will be Vice President BizNewsAsia Power 100, a listing of the most powerful and. 
| Noli de Castro, the country’s leading ty- influential Filipinos; the BizNewsAsia 1000 Largest Corpo- 
сооп, taipans, CEOs and senior officers. rations, the BNA Hot CEOs and Corporations, the BNA. 8-7-0 
of the major corporations, members of, Banking, ће BNA Automotive and the BNA Yearender. VICE President de Castro TONY Lopez 
| the cabinet, the Senate and the House, 
1 heads of major government agencies, 
media and advertising executives. 

The BREW Awards are in recognition 
of the vision, innovative work, achieve- 
ments and contributions of thei 
awardees in the field of real estate and 

1 its ancillary industries. They are also an 
acknowledgement of the boom in real 
estate, now the most dynamic and ro: `, 
bust sector of the economy. 

BizNewsAsia is considered the most 

` ' influential Philippine business weekly 
with unrivalled high-end readership of. ; 
180,000. 

“Since its launching in November 
2001, BizNewsAsia has become the 
largest newsmagazine of its kind. Every 

j issue made money, a testament to the- ; 
magazine's enormous success and its 
unique market position, enjoying a 

{first-mover advantage, a' near- 
monopoly of the weekly business maga- 
zine market, and the support of the 
country's largest corporations either as 

+ advertisers or as media partners. 

The BREW Awardees include:. Vice 

j President Noli de Castro, Henry Sy 55 

Ë Tessie Sy, Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala 

© and brother Fernando Zobel de Ayala, 

Î John Gokongwei Jr, Frederick Go, An- 
drew Tan, Andrew Gotianun, Ramon 

~ [rAng; Alfred Ty, Senate President Майце! 

ir, Jacinto Tan Uy, Reghis Romero IL, 
uel ‘Serrano, Federico S. Quimbo, 

Rodolfo б. Valencia, Edgardo Vasquez, 

Nestor Mangio, Francisco Mafiosa, Feli- 

no Palafox and Bayani Fernando. 


finalist Tony Lopez, the CEO, president, 
publisher and editor-in-chief. 

He has 40 years of journalism and 
| publishing experience, having worked 
j with among the leading publications 
} and greatest media organizations in the ı | one 


f 
È BizNewsAsià was founded by jour- 
k 


D 
Г 


] Philippines and abroad, including Asi- 
| aweek of Time Warner, The Manila 


(sss. ° — Easy-on-the-wallet 


TÀ, As a journalist, Lopez combines the 

f ünrivalled experience of four decades 
35'a foreign correspondent and the ex- 
'péitise of a local newspaper reporter, 

‘writer, editor and publisher, blending 
the exacting standards of international 
journalism and deep knowledge of local 
events and access to major news 
sources and newsmakers. 

Lopez finished journalism, magna 
cum laude, at the University of Santo 
‘Tomas, on a full four-year scholarship, 
18 months of MBA at Ateneo de Manila 
University, and global journalism at the 

_, University of Stockholm in Sweden. He 
. is a specialist writer on business, eco- 
` ; nomics, banking, Asian: affairs, global- 
ization and global warming. He taught 
journalism, politics and business at UST 
for almost four years as a professorial 
j chair holder with the rankof an associ- ! 
[| ate professor. 


| ккан Жаз Oa With very low interest rates, high loanable amount, and very flexible terms 


for The Manila Chronicle, senior busi- ‘|, Take Home China Bank HomePlus today! 
^ ness reporter, construction editor, and 


acting business editor of The’ Manila 
рна аса ee ee For inquiries, please call or visit our China Bank branches 
Journal. He was the youngest business S 2 

editor at that time. * or email us at homeplus@chinabank.ph. 

L' He was senior correspondent of Asi- 
‘aweek, the Hong Kong-based weekly , 
magazine subsidiary of Time Warner 
Inc., the world’s greatest media organi- 
zation, for 22 y ears. He is the TOYM 

/1985 and 1989 “Outstanding Manilan" 
awardee for international journalism. 

He made Asiaweek the leading news- 
magazine in the Philippines and helped 
put the country on the world map for 
his stories and articles, especially dur- a 

A proud member ol 


i ination Crisis and Ezzgnchifed | PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 
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marks its sixth anniversary tonight with a first — the BizNewsAsia Who Is Who 


T? Philippines’ largest weekly business and news magazine, BizNewsAsia 


in Real Estate (BREW) Awards to the pioneers, visionaries and major 


developers of the industry. 


The trophies and the certificates will 
be given by no less than President Glo- 
ria Macapagal-Arroyo during awards 
ceremonies at the Intercontinental Ball- 
room, at 7 p.m. 

In attendance will be Vice President 
Noli de Castro, the country’s leading ty- 
coons, taipans, CEOs and senior officers 
of the major corporations, members of 
the cabinet, the Senate and the House, 
heads of major government agencies, 
media and advertising executives. 

The BREW Awards are in recognition 
of the vision, innovative work, achieve- 
ments and contributions of ће 
awardees in the field of real estate and 
its ancillary industries. They are also ап 
acknowledgement of the boom in real 
estate, now the most dynamic and ro- 
bust sector of the economy. 

BizNewsAsia is considered the most 
influential Philippine business weekly 
with unrivalled high-end readership of 
180,000. 

Since its launching in November 
2001, BizNewsAsia has become the 
largest newsmagazine of its kind. Every 
issue made money, a testament to the 
magazine's enormous success and its 
unique market position, enjoying a 
first-mover advantage, a near- 
monopoly of the weekly business maga- 
zine market, and the support of the 
country’s largest corporations either as 
advertisers or as media partners. 

The BREW Awardees include:. Vice 
President Noli de Castro, Henry Sy Sr, 

` ‘Tessie Sy, Jaime Augusto Zobel de Ayala 
and brother Fernando Zobel de Ayala, 
John Gokongwei Jr, Frederick Go, An- 
drew Tan, Andrew Gotianun, Ramon 
Ang, Alfred Ty, Senate President Manuel 
Villar, Jacinto Tan Uy, Reghis Romero Il, 
Manuel Serrano, Federico S. Quimbo, 
Rodolfo G. Valencia, Edgardo Vasquez, 
Nestor Mangio, Francisco Mañosa, Feli- 
no Palafox and Bayani Fernando. 

BizNewsAsia was founded by jour- 
nalist Tony Lopez, the CEO, president, 
publisher and editor-in-chief. 

He has 40 years of journalism and 
publishing experience, having worked 
with among the leading publications 
and greatest media organizations in the 
Philippines and abroad, including Asi- 
aweek of Time Warner, The Manila 
Times, The Mainichi Shimbun, and Ger- 
man Television. 

As a journalist, Lopez combines the 
unrivalled experience of four decades 
аз а foreign correspondent and the ex- 
pertise of a local newspaper reporter, 
writer, editor and publisher, blending 
the exacting standards of international 
Journalism and deep knowledge of local 
events and access to major news 
sources and newsmakers. 

Lopez finished journalism, magna 
cum laude, at the University of Santo 
‘Tomas, on a full four-year scholarship, 
18 months of MBA at Ateneo de Manila 
University, and global journalism at the 
University of Stockholm in Sweden. He 
is a specialist writer on business, eco- 
nomics, banking, Asian affairs, global 
ization and global warming. He taught 
journalism, politics and business at UST 
for almost four years as a professorial 
chair holder with the rank of an associ- 
ate professor. 

Lopez was business correspondent 
for The Manila Chronicle, senior busi- 
ness reporter, construction editor, and 
acting business editor of The Manila 
Times, business editor of The Times 
Journal. He was the youngest business 
editor at that time. 

He was senior correspondent of Asi- 
aweek, the Hong Kong-based weekly 
magazine subsidiary of Time Warner 
Inc. the world’s greatest media organi- 
zation, for 22 y ears. He is the TOYM 
1985 and 1989 "Outstanding Manilan" 
awardee for international journalism. 

He made Asiaweek the leading news- 
magazine in the Philippines and helped 
put the country on the world map for 
his stories and articles, especially dur- 
ing the difficult years of martial law, the. 
Aquino Assassination Crisis and People 
Power. 


BizNewsAsia has become notable for йз in-depth, 


thoughtful and visually attractive presentation of major 
economic and business developments and profiles of the 
country’s leading tycoons and taipans. 


Among its most important and popular issues are the 


BizNewsAsia Power 100, a listing of the most powerful and 
influential Filipinos; the BizNewsAsia 1000 Largest Corpo- 
rations, the BNA Hot'CEOs and Corporations, the BNA 


Banking, the BNA Automotive and the BNA Yearender. 
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PRESIDENT Arroyo ^ ViCEPresidentdeCastro TONY Lopez 


With very low interest rates, high loanable amount, and very flexible terms 
Take Home China Bank HomePlus today! 


For inquiries, please call or visit our China Bank branches 
or email us at homeplus@chinabank.ph. 
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j! HENRY SY SR IS A GENIUS. 

! So says prominent Filipino architect 
7 if Felino “Jun” Palafox. First, Tatang Henry 
has a sharp eye for what makes for a 
1 good location. Sy Sr has always main- 
tained that the secret of good property 
management is three things-location, lo- 
cation, location. Not just location, of 

course. You must know when to buy. 
Don Henry, just like Hong Kong's No. 
! 1 billionaire, believes that the best time 
to buy is when there is blood in the 
street, literally. Don Henry went into 
1 North Edsa right after the 1983 Ninoy 
Aquino assassination. He put up the 
| hugely successful SM Megamall at the 


height of People Power in 1986. In 2005, £ 


j at the height of the “Hello Garci” politi 
Î cal crisis, his SM Investments Corp con- 
ducted the Philippines’ biggest IPO ever. 
j In 2006, while President Arroyo was fac- 
ing impeachment, SMIC marked its 
ү milestone year. 
ij SM opened the SM Mall of Asia, the 
country’s biggest, with 386,000 square 
Î meters fronting scenic Manila Bay. Also 
last year, it merged Equitable PCI and 
; Banco de Oro to create the Philippines’ 
| biggest bank. And Henry Sy became the 
; richest Filipino. On Nov. 15, two days af- 
il 
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ter the Batasan bombing, Henry opened > | 
his 30th mall, Я е 

“We have already laid the foundations 
for a new growth cycle which will take 
SM's vision to the next level,” Henry Sr, 
SMIC chair, and daughter Teresita Sy, 
vice chair, have told stockholders.” To- 
day, Henry Sr. is one of Asia’s retailing 
kings and the Philippines largest banker. 
As a retailing pioneer, a topnotch bank- 
ing investor, and property developer on 
а big scale-rolled into one, no one comes 
close to Henry Sy. à 


HENRY Sy Sr and children Henry jr and 


Tessie Sy, vice chairs of his SMIC 


GO- 


Manuel v. Vilar 


NO- SINGLE INDIVIDUAL HAS BUILT MORE four major brands-Brittany, Crown Asia, Communi- 
homes over a greater area of land than has Manuel ties Philippines Iné and Camella; In January to 


B. Villar, the Senate president. In the last 30 years, 
he has built 130,000 homes (his own count) оп 
more than 2,300 hectares of land. By so doing, Vil- 
lar became the first Filipino brown billionaire. That 
milestone was reached way back in 1997 when his 


‘C&P Homes went public for the first time. Villar is a 
sterling rags-to-riches story. He began as a fish ven- 
dor in Navotas and Tondo. 

' Villar parlayed P30,000 start-up capital to build 
two houses initially and went on to become Asia's 
biggest home builder by 1997. To this day, he re- 
mains the bigger builder, of single detached homes, 
though of late, he has gone into high-rise residen- 


tial condos. 


Villar is the only entrepreneur with undisputed 
credentials for innovationi, hard work and a passion 
for results, Without the start-up advantage of in- 
herited wealth on which to build a business eriter- 
prise, he had only his sipag (hard work) and tiyaga 
(perseverance) to rely on. 

InFebruary this year, Villar restructured his prop- 
erty conglomerate..A new company, Vista Land & 
Landscapes Inc, took over his C&P Homes to reflect 
the group's expanded operations and the stress not 
just on building houses but on communities under 
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September this year, Vista Land, owned 57.3 per- 
cent by Villar, increased its revenues 58.2 percent 
to P8.34 billion over the same period last year, and 
its net income етеп more dramatically, by 167 per- 
cent to P2.72 billion. 
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kongwei Л. 
used to think 
his businesses 
as one of "food, 
clothing and 
shelter” 

Of late, he 

has discarded‏ کا 

the clothing thing. He lost money. 

Food became the biggest branded 

consumer food business, Shelter has 
become unbelievably profitable. 

Among Gokongwei’s JG Summit 


businesses, Robinsons Land Corp has 
been the fastest-growing. Revenue 
rose 30 percent in fiscal year 2006 to 
P6.6 billion. 

RLC is run by Frederick D. Go, 38, 
president and COO. Above him is 
John's youngest brother, James L. 
Go, chair and CEO, and John’s only 
son and heir apparent, Lance Y 
Gokongwel, vice chair and deputy. 
CEO. 

Frederick claims RLC is the coun- 
trys largest landlord to the BPO in- 
dustry to date (2006 fiscal year) with 


around 155,000 
leased out. 

RLC operates in five key areas: 
commercial centers, residential 
buildings, office buildings, housing, 
and hotels. In 1989, RLC built Robin- 
sons Galleria Complex, the country's 
first mixed-use development. Since 
then, RLC has grown steadily and is 
now one of Philippines’ leading prop- 
erty companies. 

it has constructed’ 18 shopping 
malls in Metro Manila and in key 
cities across the country. It completed 


square meters 


four residential projects. RLC has 18 
residential developments. It has com- 
pleted five office buildings. 

RLC's hotels properties include Ce- 
bu Midtown Hotel and Robinsons 
Apartelle, as well as two properties 
managed by the Inter-Continental 
Hotels Group (IHG), Holiday Inn 
Galleria Manila and Crowne Plaza 
Galleria Manila, 


Frederick D. €0 .. 
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ANDREW TAN BECAME THE LATEST 
Filipino dollar billionaire by seeing 
trends early. He saw the potential of once 
sleepy Libis in Quezon City as a prime 
property. He developed Eastwood City. 

1 Tan, 58, is chair and CEO of Mega- 
‘world Corp and chair of Alliance Global 
Inc (AGD, his diversified holding compa- 
пу. 

He predicted the huge demand for call 

centers considering the Philippines’ En- 

glish language skills and strategic loca- 
tion. He put up call centers, becoming its 
biggest developer. 

He sensed the strong demand for hous- 


aeter tenu Cp 


‘The new dollar taipan 
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$1 billion, Megaworld, founded by Tan in 
1989, is the largest developer of space for 
business process outsourcing and the sec- 
ond biggest in the mid-income high-rise 
residential condominium development. 
Inless than 20 years, it has developed and 
completed 50 residential, office and com- 
mercial projects, Current projects include 
Grand Eastwood Palazzo and Eastwood 
Parkview in Eastwood City, Bellagio and 
Corinthian Hills in Quezon City; 
Forbeswood Heights and Newport in Fort 
Bonifacio and Greenbelt Radissons and 
Greenbelt Parkplace in Makati City. 


ing from cash-rich Filipino workers. He 


déveloped housing projects for them. 

By so doing, Tan became big almost 
overnight, a stirring rags to riches story. 
Gifted with visionary entrepreneurship- 
and the proverbial Midas touch - Andrew 
is at the top of his game, presiding over a 
business conglomerate with a workforce 

‘gxafmore than 4,000, total assets of P40 bi 
"lion and net worth of P23 billion. 

Tan owns about 60 percent of AGI, 

which in turn owns 45 percent of Mega- 
| world. He has joined the league of Philip- i 


j pine taipans, with an estimated worth of | | 


| IT IS NOT GENERALLY 
| well known but the, 
| family of banker George 
| SE Ty of Metrobank has ; 
| been in the:real estate 
{ for over 30 years. Their , 
| property arin is Federal 
| Land headed as presi- 
| dent by the boyish-look- 
"ing Alfred М Ty, 40. 
| Turning опсе barren 
Ñ Jands into a gallery of stunning 
ıı structures is what Federal Land has, 
Tobgeridoing for 35 years. The compa- 
‚пу has 50 landmark projects that 
now dot the Metro Manila skyline, 
including the 21-story Bayview In- 
ternational , Tower, the 


dential project, the Soler Tower, is at 
the Chinese hub of Binondo. City 
dwellers’ strong support of the com- 
pany' first condominium set off the 
building of Tytana Plaza, Manila's 
tallest and biggest residential build- 
blade-like _.ing in 19; 


аламаат ол 


So" Skyland Рай, and 
OS; Ocean Tower, Federal 
* Land, formerly Feder- 

i al Homes, began in Ju- 

[riy 1972 with modest 
Easpirations-to meet 

the office and residen- 

; [tial needs of the Fil- 

; ipino-Chinese сот- 

¦ munity in downtown 
Manila. Its first resi- 


communities 


communities. 


major roads; 


LEA eT isis 


land ventured not just in vertical 
(buildings) but horizontal projects ав 
well. It began building self-sustained 


Garden in Metropolitan Раа 40- 
hectare, master-planned community 
located between the country's two 


ble quality imprint on the prop- 
erty landscape than Ayala. The 


2 i. largest and oldest conglomerate 


in the Philippines, Ayala is run 
by the brothers Jaime Augusto 
Zobel de Ayala, chair and CEO, 
Ayala Corp, and Fernando Zo- 
bel de Ayala, president and 
СОО. Fernando oversees the 


‘group's property busines: 


‘Mention business district and 
Makati readily comes to mind. 
Mention “high-end residential 
villages and you conjure up im- 
ages of gated and guarded sub- Ул 
divisions like Forbes Park, Das- JAIME and Fernando Zobel de Ayala 
mariñas Village, Ayala Alabang 


and Ayala Heights. All were built by Ayala, More than 

building business districts and upscale residential 
j, communities, Ayala has made working and living in 
[hese places a unique, rewarding and meaningful cx- 


nando Zobel 


ala Corp. 


Ramon Ang [7 


"With its rich land bank, it devel 
oped once barren lands - located in 
strategic areas in the city-into beaut 
ful homes that provide nurturing 


to residents, Federal 


Trailblazing is Bay 


Roxas Boulevard and 


Edsa. Bay Garden houses a cluster of 
prime residential towers and the 
Marquinton Residences for which 
Federal Land won the Creba "Devel- 

oper of the Year" award for 2007..,.... uit 


FOOD, SHELTER, | 
power, and mining. 
‘Those are the major 
i thrusts of San Miguel 
j Corp, the Philippines’ 
largest conglomerate, 
during this century. 
{, Food and beverage has 
? always been SMC's mainstay. In 2006, 
1 with half contributed by food, SMC 
į chalked up P249 billion ($4.88 billion 


{ 1 atP51toone dollar) in revenues, up 10 


;- percent. However, in the age of global- 

ization a high single-digit growth is no 
1 longer enough to keep SMC No. 1. The 
‚„ company must go into and expand into 
Î other areas, like property, energy, and 


; | mining, which are the growth business- 


‚ев of the furure-huge revenues, big 
|” profits and dramatic growth rates. Vice 
j. chair, president and chief operating of- 

ficer Ramon S. Ang early on saw the 
3 need to make а $10-billion company, 


President and COO of Robinsons Land 


perience in the manner of the 
lifestyles of the rich and famous. 

,_ Oflate, Ayala has discovered 
i that there is money, big money, 

in not being snobbish. So it 
thought of going low-end. For 
Overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs), it has OneAyala-prop-, / 
erty, phone and banking ser- ; 
vices under one house. 

During this century, Ayala 
aims to build and shape ^Flour- 
ishing Communities" across the 
country. "Our vision for our 
company is to be a leader in the 
region centered on a long-term | 
commitment to developing 
large-scale, master-planned _ 
communities and business dis 


tricts that thrive and flourish over time,” says Fer- 


de Ayala, chair-of Ayala Land, the 


property subsidiary of giant holding company, Ay- 


meaning double its pre- f 
sent revenue, in justi 
three years. 1 
SMC Energy is bid-4 
ding for PNOC EDC апа 
the government Nation- 
al Transmission Corp us- 
ing funds from the sale 
of SMC's Australia as- 
sets, Coke equity and 
NutriAsia, plus enor- 
mous credit leverage. ' 
Ang has the knack at turning money- j 
losing things into gold mine. In power, ў 
you invest just $1 million for every $ 
megawatt and make as much as P10 $ 
billion for a 600-megawatt plant every : 
year, SMC in 2006 made P10.17 billion 
profit on revenues of P249 billions 
Meralco, which distributes a single’ 
product, electricity and has 5,900 peo- | 
ple, made even more, P13.37 billion. 7 
Whether SMC will succeed in its new у 
thrusts remains to be seen. SMC chi 
man Eduardo Cojuangco Jr says “supe 
rior execution is the difference be 
tween great and simply good.” 
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"The genius 


V rl 
HENRY SY SR IS A GENIUS. 

So says prominent Filipino architect 
! Felino Jun” Palafox. First, Tatang Henry 
has a sharp eye for what makes for a 
good location. Sy Sr has always main- 
tained that the secret of good property 
managementis three things-location, lo- 
cation, location. Not just location, of 

course. You must know when to buy. 

Don Henry, just like Hong Kong's No. 
1 billionaire, believes that the best time 
to buy is when there is blood in the 
street, literally Don Henry went into 
North Edsa right after the 1983 Ninoy 
Aquino assassination. He put up the 
hugely successful SM Megamall at the 
height of People Power in 1986. In 2005, 
at the height of the "Hello Garci” politi- 
cal crisis, his SM Investments Corp con- 
ducted the Philippines’ biggest IPO ever. 
In 2006, while President Arroyo was fac- 
ing impeachment, SMIC marked its 
milestone year. 

SM opened the SM Mall of Asia, the 
country's biggest, with 386,000 square 
meters fronting scenic Manila Bay. Also 
last year, it merged Equitable PCI and 
Banco de Oro to create the Philippines’ 

i biggest bank. And Henry Sy became the 


ter the Batasan bombing, Henry opened 
his 30th mall. 

“We have already laid the foundations 
for a new growth cycle which will take 
SM's vision to the next level,” Henry Sr, 
SMIC chair, and daughter Teresita Sy, 
vice chair, have told stockholders.” To- 
day, Henry Sr. is one of Asia's retailing 
kings and the Philippines’ largest banker. 
Аз a retailing pioneer, a topnotch bank- 
ing investor, and property developer on 
a big scale-rolled into one, no one comes 
close to Henry Sy. 


HENRY Sy Sr and children Henry jr and 


richest Filipino. On Nov. 15, two days af- Tessie Sy, vice chairs of his SMIC 


JOHN 


GO- businesses, Robinsons Land Corp has 


NO SINGLE INDIVIDUAL HAS BUILT MORE 
homes over a greater area of land than has Manuel 
B. Villar, the Senate president. In the last 30 years, 
he has built 130,000 homes (his own count) on 
more than 2,300 hectares of land. By so doing, Vil- 
lar became the first Filipino brown billionaire. That 
milestone was reached way back in 1997 when his 
C&P Homes went public for the first time. Villar is a 
sterling rags-to-riches story. He began as a fish ven- 
dor in Navotas and Tondo. 

Villar parlayed P30,000 start-up capital to build 
two houses initially and went on to become Asia's 
biggest home builder by 1997. To this day, he re- 
mains the bigger builder, of single detached homes, 
though of late, he has gone into high-rise residen- 
tial condos. 

Villar is the only entrepreneur with undisputed 
credentials for innovation, hard work and a passion 
for results. Without the start-up advantage of in- 
herited wealth on which to build a business enter- 
prise, he had only his sipag (hard work) and tiyaga 
(perseverance) to rely on. 

In February this year, Villar restructured his prop- 
erty conglomerate. A new company, Vista Land & 
Landscapes Inc, took over his C&P Homes to reflect 
the group's expanded operations and the stress not 
just on building houses but on communities under 


around 155,000 square meters 


four major brands-Brittany, Crown Asia, Communi- 
ties Philippines Inc and Camella. In January to 
September this year, Vista Land, owned 57.3 per- 
cent by Villar, increased its revenues 58.2 percent 
to P8.34 billion over the same period last year, and 
its net income even more dramatically, by 167 per- 
cent to P2.72 billion. 


kongwei Jr 
used to think 
his businesses 
as one of “food, 
dothing and 
shelter” 

Of late, he 
d has discarded 
the clothing thing. He lost money. 
Food became the biggest branded 
consumer food business. Shelter has 

become unbelievably profitable. 
Among Gokongweis JG Summit 


been the fastest-growing. Revenue 
rose 30 percent in fiscal year 2006 to 
P6.6 billion. 

RLC is run by Frederick D. Go, 38, 
president and COO. Above him is 
John's youngest brother, James L. 
Go, chair and CEO, and John's only 
son and heir apparent, Lance Y. 
Gokongwei, vice chair and deputy 
CEO. 

Frederick claims RLC is the coun- 
trys largest landlord to the BPO in- 
dustry to date (2006 fiscal year) with 


leased out. 

RLC operates in five key areas: 
commercial centers, residential 
buildings, office buildings, housing, 
and hotels. In 1989, RLC built Robin- 
sons Galleria Complex, the country’s 
first mixed-use development. Since 
then, RLC has grown steadily and is 
now one of Philippines’ leading prop- 
erty companies. 

Tt has constructed 18 shopping 
malis in Metro Manila and in key 
cities across the country. It completed. 


four residential projects. RLC has 15 
residential developments. It has com- 
pleted five office buildings. 

RLC's hotels properties include Ce- 
bu Midtown Hotel and Robinsons 
Apartelle, as well as two properties 
managed by the Inter-Continental 
Hotels Group (IHG), Holiday Inn 
Galleria Manila and Crowne Plaza 
Galleria Manila. 


Frederick 


. GO 


The new dollar taipan 


ANDREW ТАМ BECAME THE LATEST 
Filipino dollar billionaire by seeing 
trends early. He saw the potential of once 
sleepy Libis in Quezon City as а prime 
property. He developed Eastwood City. 

Tan, 58, is chair and CEO of Mega- 
world Corp and chair of Alliance Global 
Inc (AGD, his diversified holding compa- 
ny. 

He predicted the huge demand for call 
centers considering the Philippines’ En- 
glish language skills and strategic loca- 
tion. He put up call centers, becoming its 
biggest developer. 

Не sensed the strong demand for hous- 
ing from cash-rich Filipino workers. He 
déveloped housing projects for them. 

By so doing, Tan became big almost 
overnight, a stirring rags to riches story. 
Gifted with visionary entrepreneurship- 
and the proverbial Midas touch - Andrew 
is at the top of his game, presiding over a 
business conglomerate with a workforce 

jaf more than 4,000, total assets of P40 bil- 
lion and net worth of P23 billion. 

Tan owns about 60 percent of AGL, 
which in turn owns 45 percent of Mega- 
world, He has joined the league of Philip- 
pine taipans, with an estimated worth of 


Federal Land’s 


IT IS NOT GENERALLY 
well known but the 


OY | 


$1 billion. Megaworld, founded by Tan in 
1989, is the largest developer of space for 
business process outsourcing and the sec- 
ond biggest in the mid-income high-rise 
residential condominium development. 
In less than 20 years, it has developed and 
completed 50 residential, office and com- 
mercial projects. Current projects include 
Grand Eastwood Palazzo and Eastwood 
Parkview in Eastwood City, Bellagio and 
Corinthian Hills in Quezon City; 
Forbeswood Heights and Newport in Fort 
Bonifacio and Greenbelt Radissons and 
Greenbelt Parkplace in Makati City. 


Skyland Plazà and 
Ocean Tower. Federal 


With its rich land bank, it devel- 


NO OTHER FAMILY OR 
company has left a more indeli- 
ble quality imprint on the prop- 
erty landscape than Ayala. The 
largest and oldest conglomerate 
in the Philippines, Ayala is run 
by the brothers Jaime Augusto 
Zobel de Ayala, chair and CEO, 
Ayala Corp, and Fernando Zo- 
bel de Ayala, president and 
COO. Fernando oversees the 
group's property business. 

Mention business district and 
Makati readily comes to mind. 
Mention high-end residential 
villages and you conjure up im * 
ages of gated and guarded sub- D 
divisions like Forbes Park, Das- 
marifias Village, Ayala Alabang 
and Ayala Heights. All were built by Ayala. More than 
building business districts and upscale residential 
communities, Ayala has made working and living in 
these places a unique, rewarding and meaningful ex- 


FOOD, SHELTER, 
power and mining. 
Those are the major 


thrusts of San Miguel § 


Corp, the Philippines’ 
largest conglomerate, 
during this century 
Food and beverage has 


JAIME and Fernando Zobel de Ayala. 


President and COO of Robinsons Land 


perience in the manner of the 
lifestyles of the rich and famous. 

Of late, Ayala has discovered 
that there is money, big money, 
in not being snobbish. So it 
thought of going low-end. For 
overseas Filipino workers 
(OFWs), it has OneAyala-prop- 
erty, phone and banking ser- 
vices under one house. 

During this century, Ayala 
aims to build and shape “Flour- 
ishing Communities” across the 
country. “Our vision for our 
company is to be a leader in the 
region centered on a long-term 
commitment to developing 
large-scale, master-planned 
communities and business dis- 
tricts that thrive and flourish over time,” says Fer- 
nando Zobel de Ayala, chair-of Ayala Land, the 
property subsidiary of giant holding company, Ay- 
ala Corp. 


meaning double its рге- 
sent revenue, in just 
three years. 

SMC Energy is bid- 
ding for PNOC EDC and 
the government Nation- 
al Transmission Corp us- 
ing funds from the sale 
of SMC's Australia as- 
sets, Coke equity and 
NutriAsia, plus enor- 
mous credit leverage. 


family of banker George 
SK Ty of Metrobank has 
been in the real estate 
for over 30 years. Their 
property arm is Federal 
Land headed as presi- 
dent by the boyish-look- 
ing Alfred V Ty, 40. 
Turning once barren 
lands into a gallery of stunning 
structures is what Federal Land has. 
зеп doing for 35 years. The compa- 
ny has 50 landmark projects that 
now dot the Metro Manila skyline, 
including the 21-story Bayview In- 
ternational Tower, the blade-like 


Land, formerly Feder- 
al Homes, began in Ju- 
ly 1972 with modest 
aspirations-to meet 
the office and residen- 
tial needs of the Fil- 
ipino-Chinese com- 
munity in downtown 
Manila. Its first resi- 

dential project, the Soler Tower, is at 
the Chinese hub of Binondo. City 
dwellers strong support of the com- 
pany's first condominium set off the 
building of Tytana Plaza, Manila's 
tallest and biggest residential build- 
ing in 1979. 


oped once barren lands - located in 
strategic areas in the city-into beauti- 
ful homes that provide nurturing 
communities to residents. Federal 
land ventured not just in vertical 
(buildings) but horizontal projects as 
well. It began building self-sustained 
communities. Trailblazing is Bay 
Garden in Metropolitan Park-a 40- 
hectare, master-planned community 
located between the country’s two 
major roads, Roxas Boulevard and 
Edsa. Bay Garden houses a cluster of 
prime residential towers and the 
Marquinton Residences for which 
Federal Land won the Creba "Devel- 
oper of the Year” award for 2007. 


always been SMC's mainstay. In 2006, 
with half contributed by food, SMC 
chalked up P249 billion ($4.88 billion 
atPS1 to one dollar) in revenues, up 10 
percent. However, in the age of global- 
ization a high single-digit growth is no 
longer enough to keep SMC No. 1. The 
company must go into and expand into 
other areas, like property, energy, and 
mining, which are the growth business- 
es of the furure-huge revenues, big 
profits and dramatic growth rates. Vice 
chair, president and chief operating of- 
ficer Ramon S. Ang early on saw the 
need to make а $10-billion company, 


‘Ang has the knack at turning money- 
losing things into gold mine. In power, 
you invest just $1 million for every 
megawatt and make as much as P10 
billion for a 600-megawatt plant every 
year, SMC in 2006 made P10.17 billion 
profit on revenues of P249 billion. 
Meralco, which distributes a single 
product, electricity and has 5,900 peo- 
ple, made even more, P13.37 billion. 
Whether SMC will succeed in its new 
thrusts remains to be seen. SMC chair- 
man Eduardo Cojuangco Jr says "supe- 
rior execution is the difference be- 
tween great and simply good.” 
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zB Pipe dreams made real 


$; JACINTO TAN UY BUILT THE 
largest pipe company in the 
Philippines for residential, com- 

‘mercial and industrial use. With 

the eamings from the pipes 
f business, he has gone into real 

| estate in a big way, putting up 

[ Molder land. He ыш the 
| Philippines’ tallest building, 

[ 1322 Roxas Blvd. It has 57 
È floors. Uy, 72, was born in Ca- 
£ banatuan City, where he grew 
„and attended primary industry - plastics - with a few 

} schol, before going to Manila, thousand pesos as working capi- 

where he finished high schoolat tal Thus was born Moldex Prod- 
е University of Santo Tomas. ucts Ine, which brought out Uys, 
He supported himself through | entrepreneurial instinct and in- 

È college, taking on. odd jobs novativeness. He succeeded in 
while taking up chemical engi- recycling plastic waste into raw 
neering at the Mapua Institute materials, drastically: cutting 
of Technology. After graduating production costs. 
in 1960, Uytookon what would n late 1987, Uy ventured into 
be his last employment, as a` horizontal real estate develop- 

eophyte engineer at the Gener- ment, such as residential subdivi- 

Offset Press and Container sions, He formed Moldex Realty ` 
Corporation of the Philippines Inc, which quickly established it- 4 
as a neophyte engineer. In 1965, self as a profitable enterprise. 

f with P10,000 in savings, he: In addition to Moldex Prod- 

{ joined а small aluminum die ucts and Moldex Realty, Jacinto 

casting plant аза stockholder aso owns four other compa- | 

ith the least shares. After real- nies: has six companies: Moldex j 
izing the limited potential ofthe Land Inc, Moldex Realty Mar- 
aluminum business a year later, keting Inc, Moldex Construction ^ 
he opted to venture into what, Inc, -and Moldex Insurance ^ 

E at that time, was an emerging 


Miracle builder | | "2 Geta home loan with 


IE REGHIS М. ROMERO Il; the site of 21 multi- 
rid tu Ro Waco = FREE 19" LCD HD-TV ог 
Mmi Mex Ошма Ваау Moutain aie the a DIGITAL PHOTO FRAME 
| Kapampangan for Business in Manila Harbour Centre, the . 


окшы шде" айе apis 79 ешш of me. | with MP3 player. 


building the Palarong Pam- claimed land. Other projects. 
bansa & Sports Complex in. established Romero's reputa- 
Lingayen, Pangasinan in 60: tion asa fast builder. 
2i days. Outside his hometown, Не completed the 28 
? Romero gained prominence. four-storey buildings in Fort . 
when his company, R-II Bonifacio that make up the 
Builders, undertook the “Philippine -Army Officers on i 
oe Momus Develop „ Quarters з a ка c i 4 Apply now! Call 631-8000 or 
ment & Reclamation Project, six months. He + E 7 
which transformed the 21.2- in 90 days the Angeles Reset- E 1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-Free) 
кект dump бот و‎ атр meh in- 52 E | or visit the nearest BDO branch or 
of poverty into a housing vol е site development 3 E 
community for 3,500 poor and construction of housing | E BDO On-site 
families. The former-dump, units for. victims of the Е 
2 Mount Pinatubo eruption їп... 
Pampanga. 

His ^ accomplishments 
earned Romero numerous ^ 
awards and citations, includ- 
ing the following: Most Out- 
standing Entrepreneur of the 
Philippines (Quezon City) giv- 
en by the Quezon City Cham- ; 
berof Commerce and Industry 
and Most Outstanding Em- 
ployer of the Year Award given 
by the Rotary Club. 
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Lakeshore 


The Lakeshore в a world - class residential commercial and recreational development 
project of Central Country Estate Incorporated, located at Klometer 71 of the 
North Luzon Expressway, Mexico, Pampanga — a 30-minute drive from Balintawak 
tollgate, 12 minutes Кот Diosdado Macapagal Intentional Airport, and just 5 minutes 
from SM Сау Pampanga and Robinson's Starmlls. 


The Timeless elegance of classlo Mediterranean architecture combined with the grandest elements of Earth, Water and Sky creates a 
Мевуіе that soars above and beyond the ordinary. This self- contained community boasts of їз 12-hectare man-made lake tamed < 
by the majestic panorama of Mount Arayat. At the Lakeshore, everyday is a vacation. 


Best Development Design 
Central Country Estate, те. — nan Land Use Re airy Board v, 
ү ‘of Real Estate and Bullders’ Association gn к — 


irae Bosconian Achievement Award 
: Architoct Nestor 8. Mangio | 
_ Bosconlan International Chamber of Commerce Inc. 


Pampanga: (O45) 961.6161 Manila: (02) 722.1234 www.lakeshore.com.ph 
Fax: (045) 961.2525 Fax: (02) 725.9528 cccei97@pidtdsi.net 
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Pipe dreams made real 


JACINTO TAN UY BUILT THE 
£: largest pipe company in the 
? Philippines for residential, com- 
mercial and industrial use. With 
the earnings from the pipes 
business, he has gone into real 
estate in a big way, putting up 
Moldex Land. He built the 
Philippines’ tallest building, 
1322 Roxas Blvd. It has 57 
floors. Uy, 72, was born in Ca- 
banatuan City, where he grew {ш Ec. 
up and attended primary industry - plastics - with a few 
school, before going to Manila, thousand pesos as working capi- 
` where he finished high school at tal Thus was born Moldex Prod- 
1 the University of Santo Tomas. ucts Inc, which brought out Uy's 
1 He supported himself through entrepreneurial instinct and in- 
college, taking on odd jobs novativeness. He succeeded in 
t while taking up chemical engi- recycling plastic waste into raw 
+ neering at the Mapua Institute materials, drastically cutting 
of Technology. After graduating production costs. 
in 1960, Uy took on what would "In late 1987, Uy ventured into 
be his last employment, as а horizontal real estate develop- 
1 neophyte engineer atthe Gener- ment, such as residential subdivi- 
al Offset Press and Container sions’ He formed Moldex Realty 
Corporation of the Philippines Inc, which quickly established it- 
as а neophyte engineer. In 1965, self as a profitable enterprise. 
with P10,000 in savings, Һе In addition to Moldex Prod- 
joined а small aluminum die ucts and Moldex Realty, Jacinto 
Casting plant as a stockholder also owns four other compa- 
with the least shares. After real- nies: has six companies: Moldex 
izing the limited potential ofthe Land Inc, Moldex Realty Mar- 
aluminum business а year later, keting Inc, Moldex Construction 
he opted to venture into what, Inc, and Moldex Insurance 
at that time, was an emerging Agency Inc. 
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REGHIS M. ROMERO Il, now the site of 21 multi- m 
known as the "Wonder Boy of storey residential buildings, is g E FREE 49 LC H TV or 
Pampanga” in his home now called "Paradise : 

province, where he was also Heights.” Not far from the old ҮТ e| A OTO F A 
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Kapampangan for Business in Manila Harbour Centre, the К = 
1997, earned another mon- countrys first port city. It oc- th MP3 pl y 

icker “miracle builder” after cupies 79 hectares of re- WIEN IW ayer. 
building the Palarong Pam- claimed land. Other projects 
bansa & Sports Complex іп established Romero's reputa- 
Lingayen, Pangasinan in 60 tion asa fast builder. 

days. Outside his hometown, He completed the 28 
Romero gained prominence four-storey buildings in Fort 
when his company Rl Bonifacio that make up the 
Builders, undertook the Philippine Army Officer | 

Smokey Mountain Develop- Quarters in a record time of Apply now! Call 631-8000 or COBY 
ment & Reclamation Project, six months. He finished 5 

which transformed the 21.2- in 90 days the Angeles Reset- 1-800-10-6318000 (Domestic Toll-Free) 

hectare dump from a symbol tlement Project, which in- 8 or visit the nearest BDO branch or 

of poverty into a housing volved the site development ae 
community for 3,500 poor and construction of housing BDO On-site 
families. The former dump, units for victims of the 
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accomplishments 
eamed Romero numerous 
awards and citations, includ- 
ing the following: Most Out- 
standing Entrepreneur of the 
Philippines (Quezon City) giv- 
en by the Quezon City Cham- 
ber of Commerce and Industry 
and Most Outstanding Em- 
ployer of the Year Award given 
by the Rotary Club. 
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„> Lakeshore is a word - class residential commercial and recreational development 
project of Central Country Estate incorporated. located at Kiometer 71 of the 
North Luzon Expressway. Mexico, Pampanga - a 30-minute dive from Balntaw. 
loligate. 12 minutes Кот Diosdado Macapagal intenational Airport, and just 5 ти 

from SM City Pampanga ond Robinson's Stam. 


Mestyle that soars above and beyond the ordinary This self-contained community boasts of з 12 -hectare man-made lake framed 
by the majestic panorama. of Mount Arayat. At the Lakeshore, everyday is a vacation 


Developer of the Year Best Development Design 
pestis Venice & Eattlake Villages 


Central Country Estate, l Housing and Land Use Regulatory Board 
Chamber of Real Estate and Bullders' Association x ee 


Bosconian Achievement Award 
Architect Nestor S. Mangio 
Bosconian international Chamber of Commerce Inc. 


5 sere {5 зей Nos 00116, 09632. 18538, 16616. 12422. icc. 


Rebuilding Metro Manila 


BAYANI E FERNANDO IS REBUILDING THE 
landscape and skyline of Metro Manila in a 
manner and passion no one before him has 
done.He calls his program "Metro Gwapo" - 
beautiful metropoli 

Simply stated, "Metro Gwapo" means six 
things - no obstructions, no litter, no decay, 


по diseases, no stink, no discourtesy. "Metro* 


Gwapo,” BF elucidates, is the blueprint for 
the physical transformation of Metro Manil 

by cleaning it literally, and ridding it of 
squatters, sidewalk vendors, grime and 
crime, paying particular attention to the 
city’s rivers and riverbanks. Major infrastruc- 
‘ture has to be rebuilt or built. To improve 


traffic flow, BF removed intersections and 
imposed U-turns. To clean the city, he im- 
proved garbage collection. Residents caught 
dumping garbage into the metropolis’ water- 
ways are fined, if not arrested. 

То clear the waterways, he removed the 

juatters. To widen roads, he removed ob- 
structions, even if they are multi-storey 
buildings that are literally cut in half in many 
places. Sidewalk vendors are also driven 
away, their wares thrown into the garbage 
dump. 

People drinking on sidewalks and without 
shirts are arrested. Today, Commonwealth 
‘Avenue із a showcase of what a modem 


Throughout the day... 
throughout the night... 
experience the gold standard 
in condo living. 


highw: 


‘unobstructed view hundreds of meters away 


and can actually drive as fast as 100 kph. 
Before ВЕ the avenue was а 
bedlam. With Metro Gwapo, the 
comes a better place to live in and-for doing 
iness. Most importantly for Bayani is the 
rmation to urbanity. 


No.1 architect and urban planner 


PALAFOX 
Associates is 
the  -Philip- 
pines’ leading 
architectural 

firm and the No. 1 in Southeast Asia. It has 

* been involved in the planning of more than 

„ 10 billion square meters of land area and the 
design and architecture of more than seven 
million square meters of building floor area 
and in undertaking high-profile large-scale 


NO ARCHIRECT CAPTURES THE FILIPINO 
soul with more accuracy, brilliance and grace 
than Francisco "Bobby" Mafiosa. 

His work is a testament to that genius- 
the Tahanang Pilipino or Coconut Palace 
(arguably, the best Filipino house ever 
built), the Amanpulo (the world's best re- 
sort), the San Miguel Corp headquarters, 

~ the Pearl Farm in Davao, no less than five 
papal: thrones made of native materials 
(two of the seats are at the Vatican Muse- 
um), the Edsa Shrine, the Mactan Shangri- 
‘La, and the Nielson Tower Club. 

In 40 years of pratice, Mañosa’s projects 
represent architecture that mirrors Filipino 
values, climate and materiality, the three 


projects in 27 countries. 

Felino Jun” Palafox is its founder and mov- 
ing spirit. Palafox's projects include the Ro 
‘well Center; seven SM malls, five Robinsons 
malls, Sta. Elena, Manila Southwoods, Bam 
Public Schools, The Country Club, the NAIA 
Master Development Plan, and the Makati Ur- 
ban Design. In the last eight years (1999- 
2007), Palafox has been the only architectural 
firm in the Philippines to make it to the rank; 
ings of the Top 500 Architectural Firms of the 


cording to Mafiosa, puts emphasis on the 
extended family and the social network. 

“Аз intensely social beings, Filipinos ex 
Vlt in the company of others, and this trait 
is reflected in the prominence of shared 
space: balconies, verandas and plazas,” he 
says. 

He says the bahay kubo represents the 
built manifestation of the Filipino aesthetic 
that hews to sociability, openness and func- 
tionality, “You are barely out of Manila and 
the bahay kubo or its variant.” 

‘Moreover, Mafiosa insists that Philippine 
architecture is tropical architecture, and зо 
must accommodate itself to the two sea- 
sons, wet and dry, by adopting the features 
of the kubo-high ceilings, large windows, 


London-based World Architecture Magazine. 
BCI Asia, China and Southeast Asia's lea 
ing construction information provider has 
named Palafox Associates the Market Leader 
in Architecture in the Philippines and one of. 
the Top 10 Architects of the Philippines in 
2005, 2006, and 2007. Perhaps, Jun 
Palafox's major contribution to the develop- 
ment of the real estate industry is his passion 
and advocacy to make communities better 

planned, greener, and more humane. 


Filipino-archi- # 
tecture has al- 
ways been 
“sustainable” 
and "environ- 
ment-friend- 
э” 


ipino architec- 
ture is “materialist,” that is, it uses and 
builds оп indigenous materials. He ех- 
plains that the use of local materials is пог 
to provide a local or rustic flavor to build- 
ings; they are utilized because in many cas- 
es, "they are the most appropriate." 
Maiiosa particularly endorses the use of 
bamboo and scoffs at those who consider it 
as poor man's wood. 


Vice President! 
The Veep sees 3 


VICE PRESIDENT NOLI “BOY” DE 
Castro finished banking but ended up 
being a famous broadcaster and one of 
the most trusted media men of his time. 
He parlayed that popularity to become 
No. Т senator in 2001 and vice presi- 
dentin 2004. 

As member of President Arroyo's Cab- 
inet, he presides over one of the most 
dynamic sectors of the economy - hous- 
ing, being the chair of Housing and Ur- 
ban Development Coordinating Council 
(HUDCC). 

As the housing czar he has done 
something next to impossible-remove 
thousands of squatters along Metro 
Manila's railways to make way for high; 
speed (by Manila standards, anyway) 
commuter trains. ` К 

As chair of Pag-IBIG, the government 
housing financing arm, he has lowered 
interest.rates to borrowers to record 
lows. You can now own a house and lot 
and pay only P1,000 amortization per 
month. 

OFWs and housing - a public official 
cannot find a greater constituency that 
these two. They are.crucial to boost 
one's presidential ambitions. And Noli 


is only a heartbeat 
away from the presi- 
dency. 

De Castro sees an 
ongoing boom -in 
housing, which regi 
tered 17.1, percent 
growth in 2006; гап 
all-time high: : 

Не also, ‘Cites the 
positive . "trend: in 
housing as proven’ БУ] 
the increase +in the 
sale of residential 
subdivisions arid соп- 
dominium , projects, 
which are in high de- 
mand among. 
overseas 


and the business sec- 
tor to deliver. their 
commitment with:the 
creating liveable citie 
and address.the adver} 
urban growth on-peop| 

De Castro. says-.th 
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Rebuilding Metro Manila 


BAYANI E FERNANDO IS REBUILDING THE 
landscape and skyline of Metro Manila in a 
manner and passion no one before him has 
done He calls his program "Metro Gwapo” - 
beautiful metropolis 
tated, “Metro Gwapo” means six 
no obstructions, no litter, no d. 
no diseases, no stink, no discourtes 
Gwapo,” BF elucidates, is the blueprint for 
the physical transformation of Metro Manila, 
by cleaning it literally, and ridding it of 
alk vendors, grime and 


city’s 
ture has to be rebuilt or built, To improve 


traffic flow, BF removed intersections and 
imposed U-turns. To clean the city, he im- 
proved garbage collection. Residents caught 
dumping garbage into the metropolis’ water- 
ways are fined, if not arrested. 

‘To clear the waterways, he removed the 
squatters. To widen roads, he removed ob- 
structions, even if they are multi-storey 
buildings that are literally cut in half in many 
places. Sidewalk vendors are also driven 
away, their wares thrown into the garbage 
dump. 

People drinking on sidewalks and without 
shirts are arrested. Today, Commonwealth 
Avenue is a showcase of what a modern 


Throughout tbe day... 
throughout the night... 
experience the gold standard 
in condo living. 


highway should be. Motorists have a clear, 

unobstructed view hundreds of meters away 

and can actually drive as fast as 100 kph. 
Before BE the "was a picture of 

bedlam. With Metro Gwapo, the capital be- 

comes a better place to live in and-for doing 

business. Most importantly for Bayani is the 
ial transformation to шалі. 


No.1 architect and urban planner 


PALAFOX 
d Associates is 
the Philip- 
pines’ leading 
architectural 
firm and the No. 1 in Southeast Asia, It has 
been involved in the planning of more than 
10 billion square meters of land area and the 
design and architecture of more than seven 
million square meters of building floor area 
and in undertaking high-profile large-scale 


projects in 27 countries. 

Felino ‘Jun’ Palafox is Ив founder and mo 
ing spirit. Palafox's projects include the Roc 
well Center, seven SM malls, five Robinsons 
malls, Sta. Elena, Manila Southwoods, Bam 
Public Schools, The Country Club, the NAIA 
Master Development Plan, and the Makati Ur- 
ban Design. In the last eight year 
2007), Palafox has been the only architectural 
firm in the Philippines to make it to the ra 
ings of the Top 500 Architectural Firms of the 


The Filipino architect 


NO ARCHIRECT CAPTURES THE FILIPINO 
soul with more accuracy, brilliance and grace 
than Francisco "Bobby" Mafiosa. 

His work is a testament to that genius- 
the Tahanang Pilipino or Coconut Pala 
(arguably, the best Filipino house ever 
built), the Amanpulo (the world's best ге- 
sort), the San Miguel Corp headquarters, 
the Pearl Farm in Davao, no less than five 
papal thrones made of native materials 
(two of the seats are at the Vatican Muse- 
um), the Edsa Shrine, the Mactan Shangr 
La, and the Nielson Tower Club. 

In 40 years of pratice, Mafiosa’s projects 
represent architecture that mirrors Filipino 
values, climate and materiality, the three 
factors that, for Mañosa, constitute Philip- 
pine architecture, Filipino value system, ac- 


cording to Mafiosa, puts emphasis on the 
extended family and the social network. 

“As intensely social beings, Filipinos ex 
ult in the company of others, and this trait 
is reflected in the prominence of shared 
space: balconies, verandas and plazas,” he 
says. 

He says the bahay kubo represents the 
built manifestation of the Filipino aesthetic 
that hews to sociability, openness and fun 
tionality. "You are barely out of Manila and 
the bahay kubo or its variant.” 

Moreover, Mafiosa insists that Philippine 
architecture is tropical architecture, and so 
must accommodate itself to the two sea- 
sons, wet and dry, by adopting the features 
of the kubo-high ceilings, large windows, 
low eaves and overhangs. He explains that 
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London-based World Architecture Magazine. 
BCI Asia, China and Southeast ead- 
ing construction information provider has 
named Palafox Associates the Market Leader 
in Architecture in the Philippines and one of 
the Top 10 Architects of the Philippines in 
0 and 2007. Perhaps, Jun 
Palafoy's major contribution to the develop- 
ment of the real estate industry is his passion 
and advocacy to make communities better 
planned, greener, and more humane. 


Filipino archi- 
tecture has al- 
ways been 
"sustainable" 
and 
ment-friend- 


ipino 
ture is “materialist,” that is, it uses and 
builds on indigenous materials. He ex- 
plains that the use of local materials is not 
to provide a local or rustic flavor to build- 
ings; they are utilized because in many cas- 

, “they are the most appropriate 

Mafiosa particularly endorses the use of 
bamboo and scoffs at those who consider it 
as poor man's wood. 


Tuer 


- Vice President 
The Veep sees : 


VICE PRESIDENT NOLI “BOY” DE 
Castro finished banking but ended up 
being a famous broadcaster and one of 
the most trusted media men of his tim 
He parlayed that popularity to become 
No. T senator in 2001 and vice pres 
dent in 2004. 

As member of President Arroyo's Cab- 
inet, he presides over one of the most 
dynamic sectors of the economy - hous- 
ing, being the chair of Housing and Ur- 
ban Development Coordinating Counc 
(HUDCC). 

As the housing czar, he has done 
something next to impossible-remove 
thousands of squatters along Metro 
Manila's railways to make way for high- 
speed (by Manila standards, anyway) 
commuter trains. 

As chair of Pag-IBIG, the government 
housing financing arm, he has lowered 
interest rates to borrowers to record 
lows. You can now own a house and lot 
and pay only P1,000 amortization per 
month. 

OFWs and housing - a public official 
cannot find a greater constituency that 
these two. They are crucial to boost 
one’s presidential ambitions. And Noli 


is only a heartbeat 
away from the presi- 
dency, 

De Castro sees an 
ongoing boom in 
housing, which regis- 
tered 17.1 ‘percent 
growth in 2006, ап 
all-time high. 

He also, cites the 
positive trend. in 
housing as proven: by 
the increase in the 
sale of residential 
subdivisions and con 
dominium — project 
which are in high de 
mand among the 
overseas Filipino 
workers. Hé has.chal- 
lenged local govern 
ments, civil societies 
and the business sec- 
tor to deliver their 
commitment with:the 
creating liveable citic 
and address.the adver 
urban growth on-peop| 

De Castro says: thd 


‚ Every unit has a fabulous view 
Of the Manila Bay sunset and sea. 


2 standby generators~ one can 
provide 100% power in all areas, in 
case of a brown-out. 


^g 


\ Gym time is never boring at the fully- 
equipped Physical Fitness Center. 
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Jaina SY 


A luxurious Infinity Pool 
-> with Jacuzzi, Kid's Wading Pool 
7 and а refreshment area. 


De-stress at the Private Massage and Sauna. 
Room. Separate rooms for men and women. 


Alfresco fun at Outdoor Putting Green 
with а Gazebo and Mini-Garden. 


Tower 2, ready for occupancy! >" 


For a private viewing, please call: 
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Cities Alliance їп 
|. upgrade slums 


| government is 


willing to sustain the needed policy en- 
vironment and systems of incentives 
that fuel the collaboration and mean- 
ingful engagement of concerned sectors 


in the overall poverty reduction effort. 


0918-8010515 • 522-2675 5. 
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No wonder, its called 
The Golden Empire. 


Diss 


Aware 


Voice of builders, homeowners 


BEING A 
Ag lawyer and a 
businessman 


ted this proposal to the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas to help raise long-term funds for 
housing and. infrastructure. The proposal 
calls for the sale of 10-year retail bonds to 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) in the 


l. Philippines so there will be no need to con- 


valuable lead- 

maî ет for the‏ ست 
Chamber of Real Estate and Builders Associa-‏ 
tions (Creba) Inc and the Subdivision Own-‏ 
ers Association of the Philippines-now known‏ 
as the Subdivision and Housing Developers‏ 
Association (SHDA)-both of which he found-‏ 
ed. As chair of the Creba board of directors,‏ 
he has been the chamber's principal formula-‏ 
tor of policy and legislative recommenda-‏ 
tions, many of which have been adopted by‏ 
the government. His latest efforts, aimed at‏ 
strengthening the shelter finance, are: ’‏ 

1. OFW Investment Fund - Creba submit- 


tend with cross-border regulatory problems 
and foreign financial advisors and underwrit- 
ers. BSP has adopted the proposal and is now 
preparing for its implementation. 

2. Contract To Sell - The sub-prime mort- 
gage fiasco in the United States will never 
happen in the Philippines, thanks to Crebu's 
advocacy to use Contract To Sell 

(CTS) instead of mortgage origination in 
documenting installment sales of house-and- 
lot packages. The current practice allows the 
transfer of title to the property only upon full 
payment of the sale price. Under the old prac- 
tice, the deed of sale with mortgage (similar to 
the practice in the US), title is transferred upon. 


Romero Federico S. Quimbo 


He makes homes affordable 


LAWYER ROMERO FEDERICO S. QUIMBO 
made PaglBIG, the government housing 
bank, big and strong, and more relevant to 
‘workers in meeting their housing needs. 

He is president and CEO of Pag-IBIG, 
‘which now has-6.86 million members. Since 
2001, Quimbo has steered the institution into 
being the key factor in the housing sector's 
unprecedented level of accomplishments, 
firmly establishing its role as the main fi- 
nancier of the national shelter program and 
the single biggest provider of housing finance 
їп the entire country. By 2005, Pag-IBIG had 
total assets of P178.3 billion, net income of 
P7.38 billion, housing loans of P14.4 billion, 


T; dividends o members of P5.54 billion and. 


LEADERSHIP IS A QUALITY ONE CAN 
demonstrate even if one does not own a huge 
property or inherited great wealth. 

‘One such person is Visayan lass Rosemarie 
Custodio Basa, an English major and person- 


‘Triple A credit rating-the highest among gov- 
ernment agencies. Under his watch, the fund 
was granted the UN Habitat scroll of honor in 
2006, the most prestigious. international 
award for exceptional accomplishments in 
human settlements. Pag-IBIG has become a 
catalyst in the housing industry. 

Quimbo convinced the private sector that 
housing, including low-cost housing, can be a 
profitable business. His initiatives could be 
Considered revolutionary particularly the 
lowering of interest rates on housing loans. 
Ata time when banks were charging double- 
digit rates on housing loans, Pag-IBIG gradu- 
ally lowered its rates up to the current 6 per- 
cent per year. The Fund also institutionalized 


A leader in real 


nel management expert who is making her 
mark ín the real estate business. 

‘She is chair, president and organizer of the 
Philippine Real Estate Festival, a director of the 
‘Chamber of Real Estate Builders Association 
(Creba), director and vice president for the 
Middle East of the Creba International Founda- 
tion, board chair of the Creba Social Housing 
Foundation, and author of the innovative con- 

siint 
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payment of the down payment, with the bal- 
‘ance still to be paid in as long as 20 years. Now 
that financial institutions, as well аз develop- 
ers, use CTS, delinquencies are effectively ad- 
dressed by simply canceling the CTS. 

3. Crebaland Services and Title Warranty 
Corp - As a title verification service, Creba- 
land Services and Title Warranty Corp will, 
prevent incursions by fake title syndicates of: 
unwary victims, cleanse the governments 
land records of fake titles and thus restore 
faith in the country's Torrens System. 

4, Integrated Syndicated Area Develop- | 
ment (ай) program - CREBA conceptual- 
ized and packaged this program to help alle- 
viate poverty in the countryside by encourag- 
ing private sector investments. 

Serrano was recently appointed by House 
Speaker Jose de Venecia as special adviser to 
the Committee on Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment. 


long maturi- 
ties for hous- 
ing loans -up. 
1030 years 
Quimbo 
streamlined. 
the — Funds 
operations, including collection of loan amorti- 
zations, 1 
‘Today, there is" stiff competition among 
banks for housing loans, which are now of- 
fered at low interest rates and with long repay- Ў 
ment periods. In 2006, Quimbo was named 
опе of The Outstanding Young Men by the 
Philippine Jaycees and the TOYM Fundation 
forhis excellent work in government service, 


estate advocac 


cept, “Isang Daang Bahay Bawat Bayan” - 100 
houses for every town. Basa has just mounted 
the First Philippine Real Estate Festival, which 
‘was conceived last July 2007 at the World 
‘Trade Center. The exhibit, aimed at overseas 
Filipinos, showcased the vibrancy of the real 
estate sector and brought together the indus- 
уз major players under the theme “Our 
World Under One Roof”. 


Every unit has a fabulous view 
of the Manila Bay sunset and sea. 


Gym time is never boring at the fully- 
equipped Physical Fitness Center. 


A luxurious Infinity Pool 


2 standby generators- one can 
provide 100% power in all areas,in 
case of a brown-out. 


De-stress at the Private Massage and Sauna 
Room. Separate rooms for men and women. 


Private helipad for day or night landing. 


Safe playtime for kids 
at the spacious Playroom. 


No wonder, it’ called 
The Golden Empire. 


Alfresco fun at Outdoor Putting Green 
with а Gazebo and Mini-Garden. 


24-hour Security System. 


with Jacuzzi, Kid's Wading Pool 
and a refreshment area. 


Security officers on immediate 


Tower 2, ready for occupancy! 


For a private viewing, please call: 
0918-8010515 • 522-2675 «528-1249 


Cities Alliance in 
. upgrade slums 
c effects of rapid 
e 

government is 


willing to sustain the needed policy en- 
vironment and systems of incentives 
that fuel the collaboration and mean- 
ingful engagement of concerned sectors 
in the overall poverty reduction effort. 


radio-alert response. 
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Voice of builders, homeowners 


BEING А 
businessman 

Ф аг the same 

time makes 

Manuel M. 

Serrano a 

| valuable lead- 

DR өре er for the 

Chamber of Real Estate and Builders Associa- 

tions (Creba) Inc and the Subdivision Own- 

ers Association of the Philippines-now known 

as the Subdivision and Housing Developers 

Association (SHDA)-both of which he found- 

ed. As chair of the Creba board of directors, 

he has been the chamber's principal formula- 

tor of policy and legislative recommenda- 

tions, many of which have been adopted by 

the government. His latest efforts, aimed at 

strengthening the shelter finance, are: 
1. OFW Investment Fund - Creba submit- 


ted this proposal to the Bangko Sentral ng 
Pilipinas to help raise long-term funds for 
housing and infrastructure. The proposal 
calls for the sale of 10-year retail bonds to 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs) in the 
Philippines so there will be no need to con- 
tend with cross-border regulatory problems 
and foreign financial advisors and underwrit- 
ers. BSP has adopted the proposal and is now 
preparing for its implementation. 

2. Contract To Sell - The sub-prime mort- 
gage fiasco in the United States will never 
happen in the Philippines, thanks to Creba's 
advocacy to use Contract To Sell 

(CTS) instead of mortgage origination in 
documenting installment sales of house-and- 
Jot packages. The current practice allows the 
transfer of title to the property only upon full 
payment of the sale price. Under the old prac- 
tice, the deed of sale with mortgage (similar to 
the practice in the US), title is transferred upon 


payment of the down payment, with the bal- 
ance still to be paid in as long as 20 years. Now 
that financial institutions, as well as develop- 
ers, use CTS, delinquencies are effectively ad- 
dressed by simply canceling the CTS. 

3. Crebaland Services and Title Warranty 
Corp - As a title verification service, Creba- 
land Services and Title Warranty Corp will 
prevent incursions by fake title syndicates of 
unwary victims, cleanse the governments 
land records of fake titles and thus restore 
faith in the country's Torrens System 

4. Integrated Syndicated Area Develop- 
ment (Isad) program - CREBA conceptual- 
ized and packaged this program to help alle- 
viate poverty in the countryside by encourag- 
ing private sector investments. 

Serrano was recently appointed by House 
Speaker Jose de Venecia as special adviser to 
the Committee on Housing and Urban Devel- 
opment. 


He makes homes affordable 


LAWYER ROMERO FEDERICO S. QUIMBO 
made Pag-IBIG, the government housing 
bank, big and strong, and more relevant to 
‘workers in meeting their housing needs. 

He is president and CEO of PagiBIG, 
which now has 6.86 million members. Since 
2001, Quimbo has steered the institution into 
being the key factor in the housing sector's 
unprecedented level of accomplishments, 
firmly establishing its role as the main fi- 
nancier of the national shelter program and 
the single biggest provider of housing finance 
їп the entire country. By 2005, Pag-IBIG had 
total assets of P178.3 billion, net income of 
77.38 billion, housing loans of P14.4 billion, 
dividends to members of P5.54 billion and 


LEADERSHIP 15 A QUALITY ONE CAN 
demonstrate even if one does not own a huge 
property or inherited great wealth. 

‘One such person is Visayan lass Rosemarie 
Custodio Basa, an English major and person- 


‘Triple A credit rating-the highest among gov- 
ernment agencies. Under his watch, the fund 
was granted the UN Habitat scroll of honor in 
2006, the most prestigious international 
award for exceptional accomplishments in 
human settlements. Pag-IBIG has become a 
catalyst in the housing industry. 

Quimbo convinced the private sector that 
housing, including low-cost housing, can be a 
profitable business. His initiatives could be 
considered revolutionary, particularly the 
lowering of interest rates on housing loans. 
Ata time when banks were charging double- 
digit rates on housing loans, Pag-IBIG gradu- 
ally lowered its rates up to the current 6 per- 
cent per year. The Fund also institutionalized 


A leader in real 


nel management expert who is making her 
mark in the real estate business. 

She is chair, president and organizer of the 
Philippine Real Estate Festival, a director of the 
Chamber of Real Estate Builders Association 
(Creba), director and vice president for the 
‘Middle East of the Creba International Founda- 
tion, board chair of the Creba Social Housing 
Foundation, and author of the innovative con- 
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long maturi- + 


ties for hous- 
ing loans -up 
to 30 years 

Quimbo 
streamlined 
the Fund's 
operations, including collection of loan amorti- 
zations, 

‘Today, there is stiff competition among 
banks for housing loans, which are now of- 
fered at low interest rates and with long repay. 
ment periods. In 2006, Quimbo was named 
one of The Outstanding Young Men by the 
Philippine Jaycees and the TOYM Fundation 
for his excellent work in government service, 


estate advocacy 
cept, “Isang Daang Bahay Bawat Bayan” - 10 
‘Trade Center. The exhibit, aimed at overseas 
Filipinos, showcased the vibrancy of the real 
sees rn cane tat 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Special PROJECT 


We are the Philippines’ No. 1 
weekly business newsmagazine 


> Some magazines focus on 

* fashion. Many others on 
the lifestyles of the rich 
and famous. A few focus 
оп scandals. Not us. For 
we take the road not 
usually taken. 


We focus on the things 
7 that count. Business. 
^ The economy. 

The Philippines. 


We record and celebrate 

the achievements of 

tycoons and taipans, doers 

and shakers in politics, 

and other individuals who by their 
deeds, values and achievements inspire 
others, enrich people’s lives, and 
validate the faith of the people in 
themselves, in their government and in 
their country. 


This is BizNewsAsia. 
Join us in our endeavor. 


Subscribe now. 
Only P3,000 for one year. 


Advertise. Reach an exclusive 
high-end market of decision-makers. 


{ARCHITECT NESTOR S. MANGIO PIO- 
| neered in upscale lakeshore development 
f inthe Philippines. He got the idea from the 
United States, Canada and European cities 
where communities are built around lakes. 
“Waterfront and lakeshore lots are prime 
property abroad,” he notes, the places are 
so verdant and the spaces so wide. There is 
no reason why Filipinos cannot enjoy in. 
that kind of community” He began devel- 
© oping a 250-hectare property in Mexico 
town in Pampanga and called it The 
1 Lakeshore. It features three lakes, all man- 
made and the largest of which is ten 
hectares and built at a cost of P80 million. 
t He planted the place with 20,000 trees. 
(He sold the concept to Filipinos abroad, 
j conducting roadshows in ten cities in the 
| Us. Today, Lakeshore lots are selling like 
f hotcakes. Prices have more than tripled in 
L value. Mangio attributes his success to a 
f number of things - working hard, being 
‘sincere in his dealings and honoring his 
Sword and commitments, being creative, 
j and being prayerful. Incidentally, he has 
| been commissioned to build the Philip- 
É pines’ tallest and biggest statue of the Vir- 


CONGRESS- 
man Rodolfo G. 
Valencia of Ori- 
ental Mindoro. 
believes фаг 
housing will be 
the main driver 
of the economic 
jturaround for the : Philippines. Enopuraged 
by an emerging new market made up of 
overseas Filipino workers (OFWs), industry 
players are now set to fulfil their key role to 
pump-prime the economy and cash in on 
the upswing of the property market. One of 
the major players is RGV Real Estate Center 

Inc, which Valencia founded in 1977. 

The RGV Center currently has an im- 
‘pressive portfolio boasting of billion-dol- 
Projects numbering no less than 300. 
The çompany operates under a one-stop- 
shop concept with its complete range of 
products and services-total response to 
the needs of property owners, developers, 
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tecture at 
UST and 
the coveted 
advanced 
manage- 
ment and ue 
degree program in real dante i Harvard, ` 
where he was voted the model student in г 
а class of 19 people from severi countries!” 
including several billionaires. Май б: 
overcame poverty to reach his présent 
status, оиву 
‘A dimunitive boy from Palawe, San Fete»! 
nando, Pampanga; he is the seventh of 11°¢ 
children - nine boys and two girls. At pre- 
sent, he is the chair of the Nestor S. Man- 
gio Architects, president of N.S. Mangio ! 
Construction and Development Corpora-- 
tion, managing director of Nobleman 
Properties, owner of Hotel Gracelane, 
chair and CEO of Central Country Estate, 
chair and president of: The Lakeshore 
Marketing Corp and chair and president . 
oF The Lakeshore Country Club, 


realty practitioners, sellers and buyer 
RGV's projects include the Cordova Con- 
dominium, Pacific Bank Building, Manila- 
Astral Tower and Yulo Plaza Townhomes 
in Makati; Chinatown Steel Towers iri BE 
nondo; and Valencia Hills in New Manila, 
Despite its involvement in high-end pro- 
jects, the RGV Center remains steadfast to 
its commitment of providing homes to 
low- and middle-income brackets, espe- 
cially the OFW families. 

е company has successfully handled 
more than 30,000 units as its direct contri- 
bution to the local shelter program involv- 
ing overseas Filipino markets in Saudi Ara- 
bia, Singapore, Brunei and Hong Kong. 

Valencia, has always been a realtor prior 
tojoining the political arena. His real estate 
career began at the age of 16 when he start- 
ed selling multinational subdivisions and 
projects. At age 28, he assumed the presi- 
dency of the Manila Board of Realtors, the 
youngest ever to lead the organization. 
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RGV's projects include the Cordova Con- 
dominium, Pacific Bank Building, Manila 
Astral Tower and Yulo Plaza Townhomes 
in Makati; Chinatown Steel Towers in Bí- 
nondo; and Valencia Hills in New Manila, 
Despite its involvement in high-end pro- 
jects, the RGV Center remains steadfast to 
its commitment of providing homes to 
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EDGARDO VAZQUEZ, 55, 
invented. prefabricated con- 
| crete housing construction. Ву 
{iso doing, he simplified and 
‘brought down the cost of con- 
„structing a house and made it 
[affordable to more Filipino 
working class buyers, even 
[while maintaining the ele- 
| gance and style of its design. 
| His prefabricated "concrete 
housing. technology; well- 
{known as the Vazbuilt System, 
| straddles: all income classes- 
upper; low-cost, and social- 
“ized. housing. Before the in- 
‘vention of his system, builders 
were using concrete hollow 
| blocks which were costly, brit- 
jue, time-consuming and inef- 


[ons 


The prefab inventor 


ficient to 
install. 
His 
Vazbuilt 
System is 
fast re- 
placing 
the ordi- 
nary con- 
crete hòl- 
Jow block 
system. 

With its elegant aesthetics, 
even a simple low income 
earner feels like a prince, own- 
ing a Vazbuilt Home. Vazbuilt 
is thus a great equalizer. 

The  Vazbult: System 
has been accepted. by top 
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MERCEDES Gotianun 


ANDREW AND MERCEDES GOTIANUN 
built Filinvest in Muntinglupa as the alter- 
native business district and vertical residen- 
tial village from what used to be the Ala- 
bang Stud Farm. 

Since 1993, FLI has had over 88 housing 
and land development projects covering 
1,600 hectares - the size of the original 
pristine Makati, FLI has undertaken 


ANDREW Gotianun 


themed housing and land development 
projects, industrial estates, farm estates 
and resorts. 

Filinvest Land expects to remain focused 
on its core residential real estate develop- 


ment business by pursuing an aggressive 


growth strategy for its real estate business 
through the launching of a mixed-use ver- 
tical development project in Metro Manila, 


They built the Festival Mall 


а condotel in Cebu, a residential resort de-" 
velopment in Samal Island, and 10 new af- 
fordable and middle-income residential 
projects аз well as through the expansion 
of its existing townships in 2007. 

FLI will soon launch its first master 
planned mixed-use vertical development 
project on a 4-hectare prime property 
along Ortigas Avenue Extension. 


FILINVEST: 


Building the 
Filipino Dream 


Having a place to stay and be prolected from 
outside elements is a basic necessity, That is why, 
regardless of social and financial status, owning a 
home is on top of everyone's wish list, From 
ordinary people earning regular wages to OFWs 
earning hard-earned dollars. 


For over 50 years, Filinvest Land has fulfiled its 
‘commitment in building the Filipino dream. Over 
1,500 hectares of land has been transformed 
mainly into residential communities located in 
Metro Manila and key cities nationwide. At 
present, more than 100,000 satisfied families are 
enjoying their everyday life at our best value 
neighborhoods that comes complete with 
exclusive amenities and facilites. 


` Filinvest also developed innovative communities 
like the Asenso Village which are intended for 
budding entrepreneurs. Now they have the 
convenience of having a home and business 
underone roof. 


‘The company also expanded its market reach by 
tapping high growth regional centers. There is 
an ongoing expansion at North Luzon with the 
development of Somerset Lane in Tarlac and 
Hampton Orchards and Claremont in Pampanga 
аз well as WestPalms in Puerto Princesa. 


Aside from communities, Filinvest has developed 
township developments like Filinvest East County, 
Ciudad de Calamba and Timberland Heights 
where schools, 
establishments are just a stone throw away from 
theirhomes, 


hospitals and business 


Filinvest has also raised the bar for leisure 
lifestyles with residential resort communities like. 
Laeuna de Taal, Seascapes Resort Town in 
Mactan, Cebu and Kembali Coastin Samal Island, 
Davao. High standards of living deserve world- 
class homes like the premier — Brentville 
International, home of Brent International School. 


With all these choices, Filinvest Land continues to 
live up tots motto —"We Build the Filipino Dream." 


TwoFinancing Schemes 


Great news to everyone who's planning on buying 
а dream home! Filinvest Land has launched two 
financing schemes that will definitely make owning 
a home easier and more affordable. 


Start living in your dream home with Filinvest Land's 
low 1096 Down Payment Bank Financing Plan! 


Take advantage of Filinvest Land's low 10% down 
payment bank financing plan. Imagine а monthly 
amortization of Php 8,132.00" for your dream 
home! Also check out the EZ Home Credit In- 
house Financing Plan that offers fixed interest 
rates and long payment terms for your house 
and lot. 


Also check out our EZ Home Credit In-house Financing Plan 


* Low fixed 11.5% interest rate for the Ist 5 years 
* Up to 25 years in-house financing 

Thinking about your dream home is a thing of 

the past. Start owning a house al convenient 

locations ike Quezon City, Bulacan, Cavite, 

Laguna, Rizal, Batangas, Pampanga, Palawan, 

Cebu and Davao. 


*Computation is based on an P800,000 loan under the low 10% down payment bank financing plan. Other conditions apply. 


FILINVEST 


* Palawan * Pampanga * Quezon City 


Get а closer look at our house models. Call пом for tripping schedules! 


856.7788 


Formore details, callus at 856-7788. www.filinvest.com.ph 


Or logon towwwfilinvest.com.ph 


"Congufaon is based on an PHIOU loan under he ow 10% down 


Batangas * Bulacan * Cavite * Cebu * Davao * Lagun 
Parens eco Oren 
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Tarlac * Zamboanga 


Inspired by Italy's Most Beautiful 


MCKINLEY HILL 


TUSCANY 


PRIVATE ESTATE 


P A land of exuberant romance. Of lush beauty. And today, 


the inspiration of McKinley Hill's newest community. The Tuscany Private Estate. 
Benvenuto to your very own village of art. Here, seven residential clusters rise in 
‘Tuscan-Mediterranean splendor. With elegant stone detailing and arches. Varying 
rooflines. And diverse facades in cheerful hues. Close by, princely indulgences have 
been graciously laid out. Delight in healthy recreation at Isola Toscana's play area. 
Or at Parco Bello's lagoon. Share the finest vino with friends from the European- 
style wine cellar. Shop in style along the retail arcade at Upper McKinley Hill 
And take pride in your home's Ponte Vecchio, an attraction inspired by the oldest , 
and most famous bridge in Italy's Florence. 
Celebrate la vita Toscana. Where every sight and sound is an absolute pleasure. 


The Tuscany Private Estate at McKinley Hill. 


Tels. 815-1888 • 816-2768 - 816-3517 


Visit us at the Forbes Town Center Showroom, 26th Street corner Rizal Drive, www.megaworldcorp.com 
Crescent Park West District, Bonifacio Global City, Taguig, Metro Manila, a~- 180.9001:2000 CERTIFIED 


Another High-caliber Development of: 
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